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1
The Assembly met at 10 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Mrs Dunne) took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory.

{DPS, “PFEnd”}


2
Justice and Community Safety Legislation Amendment Bill 2013 (No. 2)

Mr Corbell (Attorney-General), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for Act to amend legislation about justice and community safety.

Papers: Mr Corbell presented the following papers:

Explanatory statement to the Bill.

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 27 February 2013.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Corbell moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Seselja) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.


3
Standing Order 178a

Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business), pursuant to notice, moved—That standing order 178A be omitted and the following standing order be substituted:
“178A
If there is an amendment to be moved at the detail stage, a signed copy of the amendment shall be delivered to the Clerk’s office by 12 noon on the day prior to the sitting at which the amendment is proposed to be moved.  The Clerk shall arrange for its circulation to Members as soon as practicable.”.

Debate ensued.

Question—put and passed.


4
Estimates 2013-2014—Select Committee—establishment

Mr Smyth, pursuant to notice, moved—That:

(1) a Select Committee on Estimates 2013-2014 be appointed to examine the expenditure proposals contained in the Appropriation Bill 2013-2014 and any revenue estimates proposed by the Government in the 2013-2014 Budget and prepare a report to the Parliament;

(2) the committee be composed of:

(a) two Members to be nominated by the Government; and 

(b) three Members to be nominated by the Opposition; 


to be notified in writing to the Speaker by 4 pm today;

(3) an Opposition Member shall be elected chair of the committee by the committee;

(4) funds be provided by the Parliament to permit the engagement of external expertise to work with the committee to facilitate the analysis of the Budget and the preparation of the report of the committee; 

(5) the committee is to report by Tuesday, 6 August 2013;

(6) if the Assembly is not sitting when the committee has completed its inquiry, the committee may send its report to the Speaker or, in the absence of the Speaker, to the Deputy Speaker, who is authorised to give directions for its printing, publishing and circulation; and

(7) the foregoing provisions of this resolution, so far as they are inconsistent with the standing orders, have effect notwithstanding anything contained in the standing orders.

Mr Barr (Deputy Chief Minister), by leave, moved the following amendments together:

(1)
Omit paragraph (1), substitute:


“(1)
a Select Committee on Estimates 2013-2014 be appointed to examine the expenditure proposal contained in the Appropriation Bill 2013-2014, the Appropriation (Office of the Legislative Assembly) Bill 2013-2014 and any revenue estimates proposed by the Government in the 2013-2014 Budget and prepare a report to the Parliament;”.

(2)
Omit subparagraph (2)(b), substitute:


“(b)
two Members to be nominated by the Opposition;”.

Debate continued.

Ordered—That the question be divided.

Amendment (1) agreed to.

Amendment (2)—

Question—put.

The Assembly voted—

	
AYES, 9
	
	
NOES, 8

	Mr Barr
	Ms Gallagher
	
	Mr Coe
	Mr Seselja

	Ms Berry
	Mr Gentleman
	
	Mr Doszpot
	Mr Smyth

	Dr Bourke
	Ms Porter
	
	Mrs Dunne
	Mr Wall

	Ms Burch
	Mr Rattenbury
	
	Mr Hanson
	

	Mr Corbell
	
	
	Mrs Jones
	


And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:

“That:

(8) a Select Committee on Estimates 2013-2014 be appointed to examine the expenditure proposal contained in the Appropriation Bill 2013-2014, the Appropriation (Office of the Legislative Assembly) Bill 2013-2014 and any revenue estimates proposed by the Government in the 2013-2014 Budget and prepare a report to the Parliament;

(9) the committee be composed of:

(a) two Members to be nominated by the Government; and 

(b) two Members to be nominated by the Opposition; 


to be notified in writing to the Speaker by 4 pm today;

(10) an Opposition Member shall be elected chair of the committee by the committee;

(11) funds be provided by the Parliament to permit the engagement of external expertise to work with the committee to facilitate the analysis of the Budget and the preparation of the report of the committee; 

(12) the committee is to report by Tuesday, 6 August 2013;

(13) if the Assembly is not sitting when the committee has completed its inquiry, the committee may send its report to the Speaker or, in the absence of the Speaker, to the Deputy Speaker, who is authorised to give directions for its printing, publishing and circulation; and

(14) the foregoing provisions of this resolution, so far as they are inconsistent with the standing orders, have effect notwithstanding anything contained in the standing orders.”—

be agreed to—put and passed.


5
Regional Development—Select Committee—establishment
Ms Gallagher (Chief Minister), pursuant to notice, moved—That:

(15) this Assembly notes:

(a) that the ACT acts as a regional centre to the surrounding regions of NSW; and

(b) that the ACT Government has an ongoing relationship with the NSW Government and surrounding local governments;

(16) a Select Committee on Regional Development be established;

(17) the select committee shall consist of two members nominated by the Government and two members nominated by the Opposition, to be nominated to the Speaker by 4 pm on this sitting day;
(18) the select committee shall inquire and report into the ACT’s relationship with the surrounding region, including, but not limited to:

(a) the identification of opportunities and supporting governance structures to coordinate economic development, including tourism and transport across the region;

(b) the coordination of service planning and service delivery, particularly in the areas of health and education; 

(c) the opportunities for collaborative procurement by ACT Government with surrounding local governments;

(d) further cooperation at the local government level on environmental and conservation matters and building community resilience to deal with natural disasters, extreme weather events and climate change; and

(e) any other relevant matter; and

(19) the select committee shall report no later than the last sitting week in September 2013.
Debate ensued.

Question—put and passed.


6
Executive business—precedence

Ordered—That Executive business be called on forthwith.


7
Crimes Legislation Amendment Bill 2012 (No. 2)

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—

Debate resumed.

Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put and passed.

Detail Stage

Clause 1—

Debate adjourned (Mr Seselja) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.


8
Disability Services Amendment Bill 2012 (No. 2)

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—

Debate resumed.

Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put and passed.

Leave granted to dispense with the detail stage.

Question—That this Bill be agreed to—put and passed.


9
MOTION—leave not granted

Ms Gallagher (Chief Minister) sought leave to move a motion to amend the resolution passed earlier today relating to the establishment of the Select Committee on Regional Development.

Objection being raised, leave not granted.


10
Suspension of standing orders—precedence to MOTION

Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) moved—That so much of the standing orders be suspended as would prevent Ms Gallagher from moving a motion to amend the resolution passed earlier today relating to the establishment of the Select Committee on Regional Development.

Debate ensued.

Question—put.

The Assembly voted—

	
AYES, 9
	
	
NOES, 8

	Mr Barr
	Ms Gallagher
	
	Mr Coe
	Mr Seselja

	Ms Berry
	Mr Gentleman
	
	Mr Doszpot
	Mr Smyth

	Dr Bourke
	Ms Porter
	
	Mrs Dunne
	Mr Wall

	Ms Burch
	Mr Rattenbury
	
	Mr Hanson
	

	Mr Corbell
	
	
	Mrs Jones
	


And so it was resolved in the affirmative, with the concurrence of an absolute majority.

11
Regional Development—Select Committee—establishment—AMENDMENT TO RESOLUTION
Ms Gallagher (Chief Minister) moved—That the resolution passed earlier today establishing a Select Committee on Regional Development (see entry 5) be amended by inserting a new paragraph (3A):

“(3A)
that a Government Member shall be elected chair of the committee;”.

Debate ensued.

Question—put.

The Assembly voted—

	
AYES, 9
	
	
NOES, 8

	Mr Barr
	Ms Gallagher
	
	Mr Coe
	Mr Seselja

	Ms Berry
	Mr Gentleman
	
	Mr Doszpot
	Mr Smyth

	Dr Bourke
	Ms Porter
	
	Mrs Dunne
	Mr Wall

	Ms Burch
	Mr Rattenbury
	
	Mr Hanson
	

	Mr Corbell
	
	
	Mrs Jones
	


And so it was resolved in the affirmative.


12
QUESTIONS

Questions without notice were asked.


13
Ethics and Integrity Adviser—Appointment—STATEMENT BY SPEAKER

The Speaker made a statement concerning the appointment of Mr Stephen Skehill as the Ethics and Integrity Adviser for the Eighth Assembly.


14
Regional Development—Select Committee—MEMBERSHIP
The Speaker, pursuant to the resolution of the Assembly of today, informed the Assembly that she had been notified, in writing, of the nominations of Ms Berry, Ms Porter, Mr Smyth and Mr Wall to be members of the Select Committee on Regional Development.

Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) moved—That the Members so nominated be appointed as members of the Select Committee on Regional Development.
Question—put and passed


15
ESTIMATES 2013-2014—SELECT COMMITTEE—MEMBERSHIP

The Speaker, pursuant to the resolution of the Assembly of today, informed the Assembly that she had been notified, in writing, of the nominations of Dr Bourke, Mr Gentleman, Mr Hanson (Leader of the Opposition) and Mr Smyth to be members of the Select Committee on Estimates 2013-2014.

Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) moved—That the Members so nominated be appointed as members of the Select Committee on Estimates 2013-2014.
Question—put and passed


16
Education, Training and Youth Affairs—Standing Committee (Seventh Assembly)—REPORT 10—Accommodation needs of tertiary education students in the A.C.T.—GOVERNMENT RESPONSE—STATEMENT BY MINISTER
Ms Gallagher (Minister for Higher Education) presented the following paper:

Education, Training and Youth Affairs—Standing Committee (Seventh Assembly)—Report 10—Accommodation needs of tertiary education students in the ACT—Government response—

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper.


17
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT ACT—INSTRUMENT—PAPER AND STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Mr Barr (Treasurer) presented the following paper:

Financial Management Act, pursuant to section 16—Instrument directing a transfer of appropriations from the Territory and Municipal Services Directorate to the Chief Minister and Treasury Directorate, including a statement of reasons, dated 26 February 2013—

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper.


18
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT ACT—INSTRUMENT—PAPER AND STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Mr Barr (Treasurer) presented the following paper:

Financial Management Act, pursuant to section 19B—Instrument varying appropriations related to the Natural Disaster Resilience Program—Justice and Community Safety Directorate, including a statement of reasons, dated 26 February 2013—

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper.


19
Public Accounts—Standing Committee (Seventh Assembly)—REPORT 28—Review of Auditor-General’s Report No. 5 of 2011: 2010-11 Financial Audits—GOVERNMENT RESPONSE—STATEMENT BY MINISTER
Mr Barr (Treasurer) presented the following paper:

Public Accounts—Standing Committee (Seventh Assembly)—Report 28—Review of Auditor-General’s Report No. 5 of 2011: 2010-11 Financial Audits—Government response—

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper.


20
PRESENTATION OF PAPER

Mr Corbell (Attorney-General) presented the following paper:

Proposals for reform of double jeopardy laws—Stakeholder submissions to ACT Director of Public Prosecutions—Issues Paper.


21
ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURE—Standing Committee—Membership

Mr Hanson (Leader of the Opposition), pursuant to standing order 223, moved—That Mr Coe be discharged from the Standing Committee on Administration and Procedure for its meeting on 19 March 2013 and Mr Seselja be appointed in his place.

Question—put and passed.

22
MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE—DISCUSSION—Maintaining employment and creating jobs

The Assembly was informed that Ms Berry, Dr Bourke, Mr Coe, Mr Gentleman, Mr Hanson (Leader of the Opposition), Mrs Jones, Ms Porter, Mr Seselja and Mr Wall had proposed that matters of public importance be submitted to the Assembly for discussion.  In accordance with the provisions of standing order 79, the Speaker had determined that the matter proposed by Ms Berry be submitted to the Assembly, namely, “The benefits to the ACT economy, business and our community of maintaining employment and creating jobs”.

Discussion ensued.

Discussion concluded.


23
ADJOURNMENT

Mr Barr (Deputy Chief Minister) moved—That the Assembly do now adjourn.

Question—put and passed.

And then the Assembly, at 4.34 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday, 19 March 2013 at 10 a.m.

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting.

Tom Duncan

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly
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