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	1	The Assembly met at 10 am, pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Ms Burch) took the Chair and made the following acknowledgement of country in the Ngunnawal language:
Dhawura nguna, dhawura Ngunnawal.
Yanggu ngalawiri, dhunimanyin Ngunnawalwari dhawurawari.
Nginggada Dindi dhawura Ngunnaawalbun yindjumaralidjinyin.
This is Ngunnawal Country.
Today we are gathering on Ngunnawal country.
We always pay respect to Elders, female and male, and Ngunnawal country.
The Speaker asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory.
	2	PETITIONS—PETITIONS NOTED
The Clerk announced that the following Members had lodged petitions for presentation:
Ms Lee, from 500 and 51 residents respectively, requesting that the Assembly call on the ACT Government to provide adequate resources to increase police presence in Watson, including monitoring of repeat offenders and to ensure ACT Housing addresses anti-social behaviour in the area (e-Pet 006-24 and Pet 012-24).
Pursuant to standing order 99A, these petitions stand referred to the Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety.
Ms Lawder, from 59 and 249 residents respectively, requesting that the Assembly call on the ACT Government to address a number of safety, security and maintenance issues at the Calwell Shopping Centre and ensure ongoing attention and maintenance (e-Pet 007-24 and Pet 013-24).
The Speaker proposed—That the petitions so lodged be noted.
Debate ensued.
Paper: Ms Lee, by leave, presented the following paper:
Petition which does not conform with the standing orders—Watson—Community safety—Ms Lee (87 signatures).
Debate continued.
Question—put and passed.
	3	NATIONAL MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL 2024—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—PAPER NOTED
Mr Gentleman (Minister for Multicultural Affairs) made a ministerial statement concerning the 2024 National Multicultural Festival and presented the following paper:
National Multicultural Festival 2024—Ministerial statement, 9 April 2024.
Mr Gentleman moved—That the Assembly take note of the paper.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
	4	PLANNING, TRANSPORT AND CITY SERVICES—STANDING COMMITTEE—REPORT 17—INQUIRY INTO PROPERTY DEVELOPERS BILL 2023—REPORT NOTED
Ms Clay (Chair), pursuant to order, presented the following report:
Planning, Transport and City Services—Standing Committee—Report 17—Inquiry into Property Developers Bill 2023, dated 5 April 2024, including additional comments (Mr Parton), together with a copy of the extracts of the relevant minutes of proceedings—
and moved—That the report be noted.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
	5	EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY INCLUSION—STANDING COMMITTEE—REPORT 10—INQUIRY INTO ANNUAL AND FINANCIAL REPORTS 2022-2023—REPORT NOTED
Mr Pettersson (Chair), pursuant to order, presented the following report:
Education and Community Inclusion—Standing Committee—Report 10—Inquiry into Annual and Financial Reports 2022-2023, dated 2 April 2024, together with a copy of the extracts of the relevant minutes of proceedings—
and moved—That the report be noted.
Question—put and passed.
	6	ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE CHANGE AND BIODIVERSITY—STANDING COMMITTEE—REPORT 10—INQUIRY INTO ANNUAL AND FINANCIAL REPORTS 2022-23—REPORT NOTED
Dr Paterson (Chair), pursuant to order, presented the following report:
Environment, Climate Change and Biodiversity—Standing Committee—Report 10—Inquiry into Annual and Financial Reports 2022-23, dated 4 April 2024, together with a copy of the extracts of the relevant minutes of proceedings—
and moved—That the report be noted.
Question—put and passed.
	7	HEALTH AND COMMUNITY WELLBEING—STANDING COMMITTEE—REPORT 12—INQUIRY INTO ANNUAL AND FINANCIAL REPORTS 2022-23—REPORT NOTED
Ms Clay (Chair), pursuant to order, presented the following report:
Health and Community Wellbeing—Standing Committee—Report 12—Inquiry into Annual and Financial Reports 2022-23, dated 3 April 2024, together with a copy of the extracts of the relevant minutes of proceedings—
and moved—That the report be noted.
Question—put and passed.
	8	JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY—STANDING COMMITTEE—REPORT 27—INQUIRY INTO ANNUAL AND FINANCIAL REPORTS 2022-23—REPORT NOTED
Mr Cain (Chair), pursuant to order, presented the following report:
Justice and Community Safety—Standing Committee—Report 27—Inquiry into Annual and Financial Reports 2022-23, dated 8 April 2024, including additional comments (Mr Braddock) and a dissenting report (Mr Braddock), together with a copy of the extracts of the relevant minutes of proceedings—
and moved—That the report be noted.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
[bookmark: _Hlk163472887]	9	PLANNING, TRANSPORT AND CITY SERVICES—STANDING COMMITTEE—REPORT 18—INQUIRY INTO ANNUAL AND FINANCIAL REPORTS 2022-2023—REPORT NOTED
Ms Clay (Chair), pursuant to order, presented the following report:
Planning, Transport and City Services—Standing Committee—Report 18—Inquiry into Annual and Financial Reports 2022-2023, dated 4 April 2024, including additional comments (Ms Clay), together with a copy of the extracts of the relevant minutes of proceedings—
and moved—That the report be noted.
Question—put and passed.
	10	JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY—STANDING COMMITTEE (LEGISLATIVE SCRUTINY ROLE)—SCRUTINY REPORT 40—STATEMENT BY CHAIR
Mr Cain (Chair) presented the following report:
Justice and Community Safety—Standing Committee (Legislative Scrutiny Role)—Scrutiny Report 40, dated 2 April 2024, together with a copy of the extracts of the relevant minutes of proceedings—
and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the report.
	11	ECONOMY AND GENDER AND ECONOMIC EQUALITY—STANDING COMMITTEE—INQUIRY—UNPAID WORK—STATEMENT BY CHAIR
Mr Milligan (Chair), pursuant to standing order 246A, informed the Assembly that the Standing Committee on Economy and Gender and Economic Equality had resolved to conduct an inquiry into and report on unpaid work in the ACT.
	12	JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY—STANDING COMMITTEE—INQUIRY—CASHLESS GAMING IN THE A.C.T.—STATEMENT BY CHAIR
Mr Cain (Chair), pursuant to standing order 246A, informed the Assembly that the Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety had resolved to conduct an inquiry into and report on cashless gaming in the ACT.
	13	CORRECTION OF RECORD—STATEMENT BY MEMBER
Ms Lawder, by leave, corrected the record concerning her statement during a petition debate earlier today.
	14	INDEPENDENT COMPETITION AND REGULATORY COMMISSION AMENDMENT BILL 2024
Mr Barr (Treasurer) and Mr Rattenbury (Minister for Water, Energy and Emissions Reduction), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Independent Competition and Regulatory Commission Act 1997, and for other purposes.
Paper:  Mr Barr presented the following paper:
Explanatory statement to the Bill, incorporating a compatibility statement, pursuant to section 37 of the Human Rights Act 2004.
Title read by Clerk.
Mr Barr moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle.
Debate adjourned (Ms Lee—Leader of the Opposition) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.
	15	EDUCATION AMENDMENT BILL 2024
Ms Berry (Minister for Education and Youth Affairs), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Education Act 2004 and the Education Regulations 2005.
Paper:  Ms Berry presented the following paper:
Explanatory statement to the Bill, incorporating a compatibility statement, pursuant to section 37 of the Human Rights Act 2004.
Title read by Clerk.
Ms Berry moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle.
Debate adjourned (Ms Lee—Leader of the Opposition) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.
	16	HOUSING AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2024
Mr Rattenbury (Attorney-General), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend legislation about housing and consumer affairs, and for other purposes.
Paper:  Mr Rattenbury presented the following paper:
Explanatory statement to the Bill, incorporating a compatibility statement, pursuant to section 37 of the Human Rights Act 2004.
Title read by Clerk.
Mr Rattenbury moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle.
Debate adjourned (Mr Cain) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.
	17	UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA AMENDMENT BILL 2024
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—
Debate resumed.
Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put and passed.
Leave granted to dispense with the detail stage.
Question—That this Bill be agreed to—put and passed.
	18	BIOSECURITY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2024
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—
Debate resumed.
Paper: Ms Vassarotti (Minister for the Environment, Parks and Land Management) presented a revised explanatory statement to the Bill. 
Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put and passed.
Leave granted to dispense with the detail stage.
Question—That this Bill be agreed to—put and passed.
	19	MINISTERIAL ARRANGEMENTS
Mr Barr (Chief Minister) informed the Assembly of the absence of Minister Steel and advised the Assembly that questions without notice normally directed to the Minister for Planning and the Minister for Skills and Training could be directed to Minister Gentleman, while questions without notice normally directed to the Special Minister of State could be directed to Minister Stephen-Smith and those normally directed to the Minister for Transport could be directed to Minister Cheyne.
	20	QUESTIONS
Questions without notice being asked—
Ms Lee (Leader of the Opposition) sought leave to move a censure motion.
Objection being raised, leave not granted.

	
	
	


Suspension of standing orders—Motion of censure: Ms Lee moved—That so much of the standing orders be suspended as would prevent Ms Lee from moving a motion of censure in the Treasurer.
Debate ensued.
Question—put.
The Assembly voted—
		AYES, 8
	
		NOES, 15

	Peter Cain
	
	
	Andrew Barr
	Laura Nuttall

	Leanne Castley
	
	
	Yvette Berry
	Suzanne Orr

	Ed Cocks
	
	
	Andrew Braddock
	Marisa Paterson

	Jeremy Hanson
	
	
	Joy Burch
	Michael Pettersson

	Elizabeth Kikkert
	
	
	Tara Cheyne
	Shane Rattenbury

	Nicole Lawder
	
	
	Jo Clay
	Rachel Stephen-Smith

	Elizabeth Lee
	
	
	Emma Davidson
	Rebecca Vassarotti

	Mark Parton
	
	
	Mick Gentleman
	


And so it was negatived.
	
	
	


Questions continued.
Papers: Ms Lawder, by leave, presented the following papers:
Australian Capital Territory Government—Consolidated Annual Financial Statements—Operating statements for the year ended—
30 June 2009.
30 June 2011.
30 June 2012.
Questions continued.
	21	PRESENTATION OF PAPERS
The Speaker presented the following papers:
Bills, referred to Committees, pursuant to standing order 174—Correspondence—
Bills—Not inquired into—
Cemeteries and Crematoria Amendment Bill 2024—Copy of letter to the Speaker from the Chair, Standing Committee on Planning, Transport and City Services, dated 28 March 2024.
Children and Young People Amendment Bill 2024 (No 2)—Copy of letter to the Speaker from the Chair, Standing Committee on Health and Community Wellbeing, dated 26 March 2024.
Crimes (Sentencing) Amendment Bill 2024—Copy of letter to the Speaker from the Chair, Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety, dated 2 April 2024.
Gaming Machine (Compulsory Surrender) Amendment Bill 2024—Copy of letter to the Speaker from the Chair, Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety, dated 27 March 2024.
Human Right Commission (Child Safe Standards) Amendment Bill 2024—Copy of letter to the Speaker from the Chair, Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety, dated 27 March 2024.
Liquor (Night-Time Economy) Amendment Bill 2024—Copy of letter to the Speaker from the Chair, Standing Committee on Economy and Gender and Economic Equality, dated 27 March 2024.
Remuneration Tribunal Amendment Bill 2024—Copy of letter to the Speaker from the Chair, Standing Committee on Economy and Gender and Economic Equality, dated 27 March 2024.
University of Canberra Amendment Bill 2024—Copy of letter to the Speaker from the Chair, Standing Committee on Education and Community Inclusion, dated 26 March 2024.
Standing orders—
99B—Petitions—Referral advice—Correspondence—e-Pet 024-23—GP payroll tax—Objection—Copy of letter to the Speaker from the Chair, Standing Committee on Public Accounts, dated 3 April 2024.
191—Amendments to—
Assisted Reproductive Technology Bill 2023, dated 26 March 2024.
Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Amendment Bill 2023, dated 26 March 2024.
Liquor Amendment Bill 2023, dated 26 March 2024.
	22	PRESENTATION OF PAPERS
Mr Gentleman (Manager of Government Business), pursuant to standing order 211, presented the following papers:
Justice and Community Safety—Standing Committee—Report 23—Inquiry into the Crimes Legislation Amendment Bill 2023—Government response, dated 24 March 2024. 
Public housing stock—Assembly resolution of 30 August 2023—
Copy of letter to the Speaker from the Minister for Housing and Suburban Development, dated 28 February 2024, advising of the delay in government response.
Government response, dated April 2024.
Subordinate legislation (including explanatory statements unless otherwise stated)
Legislation Act, pursuant to section 64—
ACT Teacher Quality Institute Act and Financial Management Act—ACT Teacher Quality Institute Board Appointment 2024 (No 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-54 (LR, 28 March 2024).
Animal Welfare Act—Animal Welfare Code of Practice Revocation 2024 (No 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-22 (LR, 19 February 2024).
Children and Young People Act—
Children and Young People (Death Review Committee) Appointment 2024 (No 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-38 (LR, 18 March 2024).
Children and Young People (Death Review Committee) Appointment 2024 (No 2)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-39 (LR, 18 March 2024).
Children and Young People (Therapeutic Support Panel Chair) Appointment 2024 (No 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-31 (LR, 1 March 2024).
Children and Young People (Therapeutic Support Panel) Appointment 2024 (No 2)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-45 (LR, 26 March 2024).
Children and Young People (Therapeutic Support Panel) Appointment 2024 (No 3)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-46 (LR, 26 March 2024).
Children and Young People (Therapeutic Support Panel) Appointment 2024 (No 5)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-47 (LR, 26 March 2024).
Children and Young People (Therapeutic Support Panel) Appointment 2024 (No 6)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-48 (LR, 26 March 2024).
Children and Young People (Therapeutic Support Panel) Appointment 2024 (No 7)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-49 (LR, 26 March 2024).
Children and Young People (Therapeutic Support Panel) Appointment 2024 (No 8)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-50 (LR, 26 March 2024).
Children and Young People (Therapeutic Support Panel) Appointment 2024 (No 9)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-51 (LR, 26 March 2024).
Children and Young People (Therapeutic Support Panel) Appointment 2024 (No 10)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-52 (LR, 26 March 2024).
Construction Occupations (Licensing) Act—Construction Occupations (Licensing) (Fees) Determination 2024 (No 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-36 (LR, 8 March 2024).
Construction Occupations (Licensing) Regulation—
Construction Occupations (Licensing) (Distributed Energy Resource) Declaration 2024—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-34 (LR, 8 March 2024).
Construction Occupations (Licensing) (Qualifications) Declaration 2024—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-35 (LR, 8 March 2024).
Construction Occupations (Licensing) (Qualifications) Declaration 2024 (No 2)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-41 (LR, 21 March 2024).
Education Act—Education Amendment Regulation 2024 (No 1)—Subordinate Law SL2024-4 (LR, 28 March 2024).
Electronic Conveyancing National Law (ACT)—
Electronic Conveyancing National Law (ACT) Operating Requirements 2024—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-28 (LR, 28 February 2024).
Electronic Conveyancing National Law (ACT) Participation Rules 2024—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-29 (LR, 28 February 2024).
Gaming Machine Act—Gaming Machine (Fees—Authorisation Surrender Waiver) Determination 2024 (No 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-43 (LR, 25 March 2024).
Human Rights Commission Act—Human Rights Commission (Public Servant) Process 2024 (No 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-24 (LR, 19 February 2024).
Integrity Commission Act—Integrity Commission (Acting Commissioner) Appointment 2024 (No 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-23 (LR, 26 February 2024).
Litter Act—Litter (Fees) Determination 2024—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-53 (LR, 28 March 2024).
Long Service Leave (Portable Schemes) Act and Financial Management Act—Long Service Leave (Portable Schemes) Governing Board Appointment 2024 (No 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-42 (LR, 21 March 2024).
Magistrates Court Act—Magistrates Court (Building Infringement Notices) Amendment Regulation 2024 (No 1)—Subordinate Law SL2024-2 (LR, 29 February 2024).
Major Events Act—Major Events (Winter Sports Season Events) Notice 2024—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-37 (LR, 14 March 2024).
Plant Diseases Act—Plant Diseases (Red Imported Fire Ant Importation Restrictions) Declaration 2024—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-21 (LR, 15 February 2024).
Professional Engineers Act—
Professional Engineers (Fees) Determination 2024—Disallowable Instrument DI2024‑33 (LR, 4 March 2024).
Professional Engineers (Qualifications, Experience and Competencies) Determination 2024—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-32 (LR, 5 March 2024).
Professional Engineers Regulation 2024—Subordinate Law SL2024-3 (LR, 4 March 2024).
Road Transport (General) Act—
Road Transport (General) Application of Road Transport Legislation (IEG Rally) Declaration 2024 (No 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-26 (LR, 22 February 2024).
Road Transport (General) Application of Road Transport Legislation (IEG Rally) Declaration 2024 (No 2)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-27 (LR, 22 February 2024).
Road Transport (General) Application of Road Transport Legislation (Manuka Oval) Declaration 2024 (No 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-30 (LR, 28 February 2024).
Road Transport (General) Application of Road Transport Legislation (White Wolf Test) Declaration 2024 (No 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-40 (LR, 15 March 2024).
Taxation Administration Act—Taxation Administration (Amounts Payable—Utilities (Network Facilities Tax)) Determination 2024—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-44 (LR, 25 March 2024).
University of Canberra Act—University of Canberra Council Appointment 2024 (No 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2024-25 (LR, 22 February 2024).
	23	LEGISLATIVE COMPLIANCE—IMPACT ON BUILDING INDUSTRY
Ms Lee (Leader of the Opposition), pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:
notes:
(a)	since September 2023, the ACT has seen at least five building companies enter administration which has impacted around 50 projects, left millions of dollars owed to creditors in the ACT and left thousands of Canberrans uncertain whether their homes will be built; and
(b)	local subcontractors and suppliers have been particularly affected by these insolvencies, with the ACT Branch Secretary of the Construction, Forestry and Maritime Employees Union saying that some “are owed up to half‑a‑million dollars”;
further notes recent comments from the Master Builders Association that:
(a)	“the cost of house construction in the ACT increased 13.3% throughout 2023, more than three times the national average increase of 4.1%”;
(b)	“in 2023 the ACT Government introduced around 125 new pieces of legislation or rules which impact the building industry”;
(c)	“residential building approvals are on track to be at least 25% below the ACT’s 5-year average”;
(d)	“without more land we cannot build more dwellings and without an increase in housing supply the ACT’s housing affordability crisis will persist”; and
(e)	“with the ACT provided the lowest apprenticeship training subsidies for carpenters and plumbers compared with any other Australian State or Territory, it is vitally important that the ACT Government respond to the need for more construction workers”; and
calls on the ACT Government to:
(a)	implement comprehensive regulatory impact statements for all new legislation which involves compliance costs for businesses;
(b)	refer all current legislation to the Better Regulation Taskforce to assess the current compliance costs and regulatory burden on small businesses particularly in the construction industry and report to the Assembly by the last sitting day in June 2024;
(c)	to set an example by ensuring that the ACT Government meet its obligations to pay contractors within the contracts stipulated timeframes; and
(d)	increase funding for skills and training in the 2024-25 Budget to address skill shortages.
Debate ensued.
Ms Cheyne (Minister for Government Services and Regulatory Reform) moved the following amendment: Omit all text after “This Assembly”, substitute:
“(1)	notes:
(a)	the ACT business sector is highly valued and contributes significantly to the ACT and Australian economies, as well as employing hundreds of thousands of Canberrans;
(b)	employers of all sizes have obligations to their employees and to levels of Government in respect to tax payments;
(c)	unpaid tax liabilities can provide a business with a significant competitive advantage, while disadvantaging employees and the broader community;
(d)	businesses trading insolvent can create situations where all creditors lose out;
(e)	insolvency levels across Australia:
(i)	since the onset of the pandemic have been subdued; and
(ii)	in 2022-23 were short of insolvencies experienced in 2019;
(f)	since September 2023, a number of ACT construction companies have entered administration due to insolvencies, reflecting a wider trend of rising insolvencies across the Australian economy;
(g)	a number of factors are impacting the construction sector including:
(i)	supply chain and labour shortage issues arising from the impact of the global COVID pandemic, which have seen construction supplies costs rise and longer lead-in times for delivery;
(ii)	rising interest rates that have impacted the borrowing capacity for the construction industry at the same time as changing demand for new homes; and
(iii)	fixed-price contracts signed in recent years mean that some builders are locked into contracts and are sustaining loses; and
(h)	this situation is not unique to the ACT and the ACT Government continues to work with industry and consider the broader cumulative impact of regulatory and compliance requirements; and
(2)	calls on the ACT Government to:
(a)	continue to promote the Canberra Business Advice and Support Service, which provides four hours of free tailored business advice, including about finances and restructuring;
(b)	further promote the supports the Australian Tax Office, the Australian Financial Security Authority, the Small Business Debt Helpline, and the National Debt Helpline provide;
(c)	continue undertaking regulatory impact statements for regulatory proposals, in compliance with the Legislation Act 2001;
(d)	continue the work of the Better Regulation Taskforce to make it easier to do business in the ACT by improving current policy settings and legislative frameworks, implementing best practice regulatory settings, and improving interactions between government and business;
(e)	meet its obligations to pay contractors within the contract’s stipulated timeframes;
(f)	continue developing a building and construction industry action plan that builds on Skilled to Succeed: a skills and workforce agenda for the ACT; and
(g)	convene a sector-wide roundtable, attended by relevant portfolio ministers, industry groups, union representatives and construction companies, to identify the causes of financial stress in the sector and what opportunities exist to support a thriving construction industry in the immediate situation and over the longer term.”.
Debate continued.
Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put.
The Assembly voted—
		AYES, 15
	
		NOES, 8

	Andrew Barr
	Laura Nuttall
	
	Peter Cain
	

	Yvette Berry
	Suzanne Orr
	
	Leanne Castley
	

	Andrew Braddock
	Marisa Paterson
	
	Ed Cocks
	

	Joy Burch
	Michael Pettersson
	
	Jeremy Hanson
	

	Tara Cheyne
	Shane Rattenbury
	
	Elizabeth Kikkert
	

	Jo Clay
	Rachel Stephen-Smith
	
	Nicole Lawder
	

	Emma Davidson
	Rebecca Vassarotti
	
	Elizabeth Lee
	

	Mick Gentleman
	
	
	Mark Parton
	


And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:
“That this Assembly:
(1)	notes:
(a)	the ACT business sector is highly valued and contributes significantly to the ACT and Australian economies, as well as employing hundreds of thousands of Canberrans;
(b)	employers of all sizes have obligations to their employees and to levels of Government in respect to tax payments;
(c)	unpaid tax liabilities can provide a business with a significant competitive advantage, while disadvantaging employees and the broader community;
(d)	businesses trading insolvent can create situations where all creditors lose out;
(e)	insolvency levels across Australia:
(i)	since the onset of the pandemic have been subdued; and
(ii)	in 2022-23 were short of insolvencies experienced in 2019;
(f)	since September 2023, a number of ACT construction companies have entered administration due to insolvencies, reflecting a wider trend of rising insolvencies across the Australian economy;
(g)	a number of factors are impacting the construction sector including:
(i)	supply chain and labour shortage issues arising from the impact of the global COVID pandemic, which have seen construction supplies costs rise and longer lead-in times for delivery;
(ii)	rising interest rates that have impacted the borrowing capacity for the construction industry at the same time as changing demand for new homes; and
(iii)	fixed-price contracts signed in recent years mean that some builders are locked into contracts and are sustaining loses; and
(h)	this situation is not unique to the ACT and the ACT Government continues to work with industry and consider the broader cumulative impact of regulatory and compliance requirements; and
(2)	calls on the ACT Government to:
(a)	continue to promote the Canberra Business Advice and Support Service, which provides four hours of free tailored business advice, including about finances and restructuring;
(b)	further promote the supports the Australian Tax Office, the Australian Financial Security Authority, the Small Business Debt Helpline, and the National Debt Helpline provide;
(c)	continue undertaking regulatory impact statements for regulatory proposals, in compliance with the Legislation Act 2001;
(d)	continue the work of the Better Regulation Taskforce to make it easier to do business in the ACT by improving current policy settings and legislative frameworks, implementing best practice regulatory settings, and improving interactions between government and business;
(e)	meet its obligations to pay contractors within the contract’s stipulated timeframes;
(f)	continue developing a building and construction industry action plan that builds on Skilled to Succeed: a skills and workforce agenda for the ACT; and
(g)	convene a sector-wide roundtable, attended by relevant portfolio ministers, industry groups, union representatives and construction companies, to identify the causes of financial stress in the sector and what opportunities exist to support a thriving construction industry in the immediate situation and over the longer term.”—
be agreed to—put and passed.
	24	RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES AMENDMENT BILL 2024
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—
Debate resumed.
Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put.
The Assembly voted—
		AYES, 5
	
		NOES, 16

	Andrew Braddock
	
	
	Andrew Barr
	Nicole Lawder

	Jo Clay
	
	
	Yvette Berry
	Elizabeth Lee

	Emma Davidson
	
	
	Joy Burch
	Suzanne Orr

	Laura Nuttall
	
	
	Peter Cain
	Mark Parton

	Shane Rattenbury
	
	
	Leanne Castley
	Marisa Paterson

	
	
	
	Tara Cheyne
	Michael Pettersson

	
	
	
	Ed Cocks
	Rachel Stephen-Smith

	
	
	
	Mick Gentleman
	

	
	
	
	Jeremy Hanson
	


And so it was negatived.
	25	PAPERS PRESENTED ON 9 APRIL 2024—PAPERS NOTED
The Speaker, pursuant to standing order 211A, proposed—That the papers presented under standing order 211 during the presentation of papers in the routine of business today be noted.
Question—put and passed.
	26	MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS
Members’ statements were made.
	27	ADJOURNMENT
Mr Gentleman (Manager of Government Business) moved—That the Assembly do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
And then the Assembly, at 6.10 pm, adjourned until tomorrow at 10 am.

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE:  All Members were present at some time during the sitting, except Mr Steel*.
*on leave.

Tom Duncan
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly
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