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[bookmark: _Toc226710968]About the committee
[bookmark: _Toc226710969]Establishing resolution
The Assembly established the Standing Committee on Economics, Industry and Recreation on 3 December 2024. 
The Committee is responsible for the following areas:
· Gaming and racing
· Gaming and Racing Commission
· Arts
· Creative industries
· Screen Canberra
· Tourism
· Skills
· Sport and Recreation
· Building and construction
· Business
· Access Canberra
· ACT Events Fund
· Community events
· Major events
· Night-time economy
· Industrial relations and workplace safety
· Economy
· Economic development and diversification
· Infrastructure Canberra
· Employment
You can read the full establishing resolution on our website.
[bookmark: _Toc226710970]Committee members
Mr Taimus Werner-Gibbings MLA, Chair
Ms Fiona Carrick MLA, Deputy Chair
Mr Thomas Emerson MLA
Mr Shane Rattenbury MLA
Ms Elizabeth Lee MLA
[bookmark: _Toc226710971]Secretariat
Ms Sophie Milne, Committee Secretary
Mr Adam Walker, Acting Committee Secretary (12 November 2025 – 24 December 2025)
Ms Cherelyn Brearley, Assistant Secretary 
Ms Kate Horgan, Assistant Secretary (13 October 2025 – 5 December 2025) 
Ms Mae Zhu, Administrative Officer
[bookmark: _Toc226710972]Contact us
Mail	Standing Committee on Economics, Industry and Recreation
Legislative Assembly for the Australian Capital Territory
GPO Box 1020
CANBERRA ACT 2601
Phone	(02) 6205 0435
Email	LACommitteeEconomics@parliament.act.gov.au 
Website	Standing Committee on Economics, Industry and Recreation - ACT Legislative Assembly



[bookmark: _Toc226710973]About this inquiry
[bookmark: _Toc226710974]Terms of reference
Pursuant to clause (4), the Resolution of Establishment for general-purpose standing committees of the Eleventh Assembly—the terms of reference for the Committee’s inquiry into referred Annual and Financial Reports 2024–25 are as follows:
(4) calendar and financial year annual and financial reports stand referred to the relevant standing committee for inquiry and report by 12 May of the year after the presentation of the report to the Assembly pursuant to the Annual Reports (Government Agencies) Act 2004;
Annual and financial reports of ACT Government agencies and entities can be accessed at: https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/open_government/report/annual_report
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[bookmark: _Toc226710975]Acronyms & Abbreviations
	Acronym or Abbreviation
	Long form

	ACTPS
	ACT Public Service

	CBD
	Central Business District

	CED
	City and Environment Directorate

	CMAG 
	Canberra Museum and Gallery 

	CMS
	Central Monitoring System

	CMTEDD
	Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

	EGM
	Electronic Gaming Machine

	EPIC
	Exhibition Park in Canberra

	iCBR
	Infrastructure Canberra

	JACS
	Justice and Community Safety Directorate

	MLA
	Member of the Legislative Assembly

	QON
	Question on notice

	QTON
	Question taken on notice

	RTP
	Return to Player





[bookmark: _Toc226710976]Recommendations
Recommendation 1
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report the cost of events, including Floriade, Enlighten and Split Milk at Exhibition Park In Canberra, for 2024–25 and publish this information in annual reports going forward.
Recommendation 2
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide opportunities for Floriade installations in every town centre.
Recommendation 3
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government supports more events in every town centre.
Recommendation 4
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government take advantage of the preexisting work done by Telstra in partnership with the Ngunnawal community on the future of Telstra Tower and ensure this earlier body of work is reflected in the Government’s decisions about the site.
Recommendation 5
The Committee recommends that that the ACT Government strengthen CIT’s presence in Tuggeranong and Gungahlin, and consider ensuring these campuses have course or subject specialities.
Recommendation 6
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensure an equitable spread of public art across ACT regions.
Recommendation 7
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government develop a 10-year sport strategy for the ACT informed by the evidence in the report for the Inquiry into barriers and opportunities for participation in community sports in the ACT and the sport review of the Assembly resolution
Recommendation 8
The Committee recommends that that the ACT Government fast-track the planned ice sports facility.
Recommendation 9
The Committee recommends that that the ACT Governmentensure an equitable spread of fitness stations across the regions.
Recommendation 10
The Committee recommends that ACT Government enable online registration for the gaming machine self-exclusion system.
Recommendation 11
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide the breakdown of costing for a central monitoring system.
Recommendation 12
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report on plans to restrict gambling advertising in the ACT in its response to this report.
Recommendation 13
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government release the Arts Asset Needs Analysis, including a section on people and organisations consulted.
Recommendation 14
The Committee recommends the ACT Government release the annual reports and financial positions (including a breakdown of revenue, expenses, and capital) of each government owned arts facilities for 2024-25, and publish this information in annual reports going forward.
Recommendation 15
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government table a draft of the aquatic strategy in the Assembly before it is finalised and ensure it is finalised in time for consideration in the 2027-2028 budget process.
Recommendation 16
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government include in its forthcoming aquatic strategy long-term plans for a facility capable of meeting the state and national levels of provision to host major events.
Recommendation 17
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government include competition-level diving pool facilities in the Canberra Aquatic Centre.
Recommendation 18
The Committee recommends the ACT Government release the annual reports and financial positions (including a breakdown of revenue, expenses, and capital) of each government owned aquatic facilities for 2024-25,and publish this information in annual reports going forward.
Recommendation 19
The Committee recommends that that the ACT Government reviews membership arrangements across facilities managed by Belgravia Health and Leisure Pty Ltd, to ensure equitable access to programs across different centres. The Committee recommends that that the ACT Government reviews membership arrangements across facilities managed by Belgravia, and work with Belgravia to ensure equitable access to programs across different centres.
Recommendation 20
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government adopt an ‘equitable distribution of community facilities’ principle across ACT town centres to ensure economic, arts and culture; and sports and recreation development in areas requiring prioritisation in investment or planning decisions.
Recommendation 21
The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide a timeline for planning and implementation of entertainment precincts by the last sitting day prior to the 2026 annual reports hearings.
Recommendation 22
The Committee recommends that the ACT Gambling and Racing Commission consider increasing the mandated amount of gaming machine compliance inspections to above 10 percent.
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v	Inquiry into Annual and Financial Reports 2024–25
Inquiry into Annual and Financial Reports 2024–25	i
[bookmark: _Toc226710977]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc226710978]Presentation of 2024–25 annual and financial reports
Annual and financial reports for the territory were tabled on 21 October 2025.
During its inquiry, the Standing Committee on Economics, Industry and Recreation was required to examine all or part of the following annual and financial reports for 2024–25: 
ACT Building and Construction Industry Training Fund Authority;
ACT Gambling and Racing Commission;
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate (CMTEDD);
Cultural Facilities Commission;
Gambling and Racing Commission;
Infrastructure Canberra;
Justice and Community Safety Directorate;
Long Service Leave Authority;
Office of the Work Health and Safety Commissioner (WorkSafe ACT); and
Transport and City Services Directorate.
[bookmark: _Toc226710979]Public hearings
The Committee held public hearings on Tuesday 11 November, Friday 14 November, Tuesday 18 November, Wednesday 19 November, Thursday 20 November and Friday 21 November 2025. At the hearings the Committee heard from the following ACT Government ministers in their capacities as:
Mr Michael Pettersson MLA, Minister for Skills, Training and Industrial Relations, Minister for Business, Arts and Creative Industries;
Dr Marisa Paterson MLA, Minister for Gaming Reform;
Mr Andrew Barr MLA, Chief Minister, Minister for Economic Development and Minister for Tourism and Trade; 
Ms Yvette Berry MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation; and
Ms Tara Cheyne MLA, Minister for the Night-Time Economy. 
and each of their respective accompanying officials.
The Committee also heard from the Gaming and Racing Commission.
Witnesses who appeared before the Committee are listed at Appendix A. Transcripts of the hearings are available on the Assembly website. Footage of the hearings is available via video on demand on the Assembly website. 
Committees began collecting information on the gender of witnesses in April 2023, in response to an audit by the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. The aim is to determine whether committee inquiries are meeting the needs of, and allowing the participation of, a range of genders in the community. Participation is voluntary and there are no set responses. A table showing the distribution of witness gender is in Appendix C.
[bookmark: _Toc226710980]Questions taken on notice at hearings and questions placed on notice
A total of 72 questions were lodged during the inquiry: 41 questions were taken on notice (QTONs) by Ministers and statutory office holders during the hearings and 31 questions on notice (QONs) were submitted by Committee members and visiting MLAs following the hearings. 
A list of questions (by subject, submitter, recipient) is at Appendix B, and answers are available on the inquiry webpage.
[bookmark: _Toc226710981]Acknowledgements
The Committee thanks everyone who participated in, or otherwise assisted, this inquiry. This includes the ACT Government ministers, directorate officials, and statutory officers. The Committee extends particular thanks to the Hansard and Broadcasting staff of the Office of the Legislative Assembly.


[bookmark: _Toc226710982]Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development
As a central agency, the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate (CMTEDD) provides strategic advice and support to the Chief Minister, the Directorate’s ministers and the Cabinet on policy, economic and financial matters, service delivery, whole of government issues and intergovernmental relations. The Directorate facilitates the implementation of government priorities, drives initiatives as well as leads the strategic direction for the ACT Public Service (ACTPS), to ensure that it is well positioned to perform its role.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate, Annual Report 2024-25 Volume 1, p. 9. ] 

[bookmark: _Toc226710983]Minister for Tourism and Trade
The following matters are allocated the Minister for Tourism and Trade and CMTEDD under the administrative arrangements:
Aviation and accommodation industry development;
Commissioner for International Engagement;
Events:
Community Events Fund;
Major event attraction and Major Event Fund;
Major events (Floriade and Enlighten); and
Territory Events;
International Education;
Investment facilitation and attraction;
Trade and export growth; and
Tourism policy and programs.
[bookmark: _Toc226710984]Matters considered
During the Minister for Tourism and Trade’s appearance before the Committee on 14 November 2025 the following matters were considered: 
[bookmark: _Hlk222488731]aviation industry engagement and partnerships;
new aviation route development including direct connections to and from Canberra to major regional population centres;
increasing frequency on international aviation routes;
the events, activities and allocation of funding amounts that are supported through the ACT Event Fund; 
geographic locations of ACT Event Fund recipients; 
international and domestic locations for the ‘There’s more than they’re telling us’ marketing campaign to visit Canberra;  
economic and marketing support for the 2025 National Basketball League Blitz and the Canberra Brave ice hockey team; 
iSports tourism and possible use of the Convention Centre;
increase in the territory budget for international engagement; 
staff numbers and key performance indicators for the Office of International Engagement;
Floriade About Town participants and a summary of their feedback; and 
stimulating the night-time economy through events.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Committee Hansard, 14 November 2025, pp 20–30. ] 

[bookmark: _Toc226710985]Key issues
Major events
The ACT Government provides funding to major events through:
the Major Events Fund, which provides grants of between $50,000 and $500,000 to successful recipients; and
Events ACT, which funds events such Floriade and Enlighten, as well as major event acquisitions, such as one-off major sporting events including the British & Irish Lions Tour Match, Socceroos v New Zealand, NBL Blitz and Australian Masters Games.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Mr Andrew Barr MLA, answer to QoN 4: Major Events Fund, 14 November 2025 (received 18 November 2025), p 2.] 

Funding provided through the Major Events Fund is reported in detail, but other funding is not reported in a disaggregated manner.[footnoteRef:4] In some cases this is due to commercial-in-confidence concerns,[footnoteRef:5] but in others there may be scope for more information to be publicly reported. [4:  Mr Andrew Barr MLA, answer to QoN 4: Major Events Fund, 14 November 2025 (received 18 November 2025), p 2.]  [5:  Mr Andrew Barr MLA, answer to QoN 4: Major Events Fund, 14 November 2025 (received 18 November 2025), p 2.] 

	[bookmark: _Toc227765812]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc221883074][bookmark: _Toc227765813]The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report the cost of events, including Floriade, Enlighten and Split Milk at Exhibition Park In Canberra, for 2024–25 and publish this information in annual reports going forward.


Floriade installations in town centres 
2024 Floriade achieved a record economic impact of $48.8 million.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate, Annual Report 2024-25 Volume 1, p 26.] 

The Floriade Community Grants Program is available to community groups participating in the Floriade Community Planting initiative[footnoteRef:7]. The Floriade Community Planting Program encourages the extension of Floriade across Canberra suburbs through participation from the community and provides bulbs and annuals to successful applicants to plant and maintain in their local area, which may include garden beds, pots or wheelbarrows at local shops, schools, churches and community centres.[footnoteRef:8] In 2024, 300,000 bulbs and annuals were distributed to 102 community groups.[footnoteRef:9] Additionally, fourteen community groups participating in the initiative received funding for community led events, ranging in grant amounts of $950 - $2,500.[footnoteRef:10] [7:  Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate, Annual Report 2024-25 Volume 1, p 181. ]  [8:  Mr Andrew Barr MLA, ACT Chief Minister, ‘Floriade Community 2025 applications now open’, Media Release, 20 March 2025.]  [9:  Mr Andrew Barr MLA, ACT Chief Minister, ‘Floriade Community 2025 applications now open’, Media Release, 20 March 2025.]  [10:  Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate, Annual Report 2024-25 Volume 1, pp 181–182.] 

Many major events that have received financial support from the ACT Government were centred around Civic and the Parliamentary Triangle, with Floriade and Enlighten being two key examples. Associated programs, such as the Floriade Community Planting initiative and the Floride Community Grant Program have enabled a decentralisation to other regions of Canberra whilst also enabling broader community engagement with the major event.  
Committee comment
The Committee notes that additional investment in programs such as the Floriade Community Planting initiative and the Floride Community Grant Program could assist in spreading community benefits more widely throughout the ACT.
	[bookmark: _Toc225770152][bookmark: _Toc227765814]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc225770153][bookmark: _Toc227765815]The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide opportunities for Floriade installations in every town centre.


Economic development in town centres
Further ACT Government support for community events across Canberra, particularly those held annually in Canberra’s town centres and group centres, could also help to attract people to more parts of the ACT, and enhance the sense of community in local areas.
	[bookmark: _Toc227765816]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc225770155][bookmark: _Toc227765817]The Committee recommends that the ACT Government supports more events in every town centre.


[bookmark: _Toc226710986]Minister for Economic Development
The following matters are allocated the Minister for Economic Development and CMTEDD under the administrative arrangements:
CBR Innovation Network;
Coordination and planning of strategic economic development infrastructure and projects:
Canberra Theatre Centre;
Casino Canberra development;
Convention and Entertainment Centre;
Exhibition Park Redevelopment;
new Canberra Stadium as part of the Bruce Sports, Health and Education Precinct; and
Telstra Tower;
Economic development strategy and policy;
Elite sporting performance and venue agreements;
Universities;
Venture Capital Fund;
venues:
Exhibition Park in Canberra;
GIO Stadium Canberra (Canberra Stadium);
Manuka Oval;
National Arboretum Canberra; and
Stromlo Forest Park.
[bookmark: _Toc226710987]Matters considered
During the Minister for Economic Development’s appearance before the Committee on 21 November 2025 the following matters were considered: 
Commonwealth investment and impact on ACT economy;
The ACT venture capital fund;
Australian Bureau of Statistics data and increase of gross state product;
Commonwealth contributions and costs of the Canberra Theatre Centre, Casino Canberra, the convention and entertainment centre, Exhibition Park in Canberra (EPIC), the Bruce Sports, Health and Education precinct and Telstra Tower;
tracks and trails at Stromlo Forest Park; 
infrastructure and asset upgrades at the Arboretum;
the site of new Canberra stadium in Bruce precinct;
the ten-year plan for sports infrastructure;
the Urban Precincts and Partnerships Program;
Canberra Casino and Telstra Tower redevelopments;
community venue hire rates for buildings at EPIC;  
the Sydney-Canberra rail corridor; and
ACT’s economic development strategy.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Committee Hansard, 21 November 2025, pp 140–165.] 

[bookmark: _Toc226710988]Key issues
Telstra Tower
In 2023, it was reported that Telstra had been engaging with the local Indigenous elders about incorporating Ngunnawal culture into a future redevelopment of Telstra Tower, which has been closed to the public since 2021.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  James Glenday, ‘Canberra’s iconic Telstra Tower on Black Mountain to get a makeover that celebrates Ngunnawal culture’, ABS News, https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-03-22/act-telstra-tower-makeover-reopen-celebrating-ngunnawal-culture/102126830 (accessed 31 March 2026).] 

A report was prepared by Deloitte which detailed the consultation and some co-designed planning for the site, which the government has seen.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Committee Hansard, 21 November 2025, p 153.] 

The ACT Government has also been engaging with Telstra about the future of the Tower, with the Chief Minister telling the Committee at a hearing:
We indicated to them that we would be very supportive of including cultural elements in the tower’s visitor experience and engagement with traditional custodians was an important part of that process.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Mr Andrew Barr MLA, Chief Minister, Committee Hansard, 21 November 2025, p 152.] 

The government is continuing to negotiate with Telstra on a potential commercial arrangement for use of the Tower and intends to ‘set up a framework for joint decision-making and contributions going forward’ in order to engage local Ngunnawal members in the planning.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Ms Kate Starick, Acting Deputy Director-General, Economic Development, Chief Minister. Treasury and Economic Development Directorate, Committee Hansard, 21 November 2025, p 152.] 

	[bookmark: _Toc227765818]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc225770157][bookmark: _Toc227765819]The Committee recommends that the ACT Government take advantage of the preexisting work done by Telstra in partnership with the Ngunnawal community on the future of Telstra Tower and ensure this earlier body of work is reflected in the Government’s decisions about the site.


[bookmark: _Toc226710989]Minister for Skills, Training and Industrial Relations
As well as overseeing the Building and Construction Industry Training Fund Authority and WorkSafe ACT, the following matters are allocated the Minister for Skills, Training and Industrial Relations and CMTEDD under the administrative arrangements:
Canberra Institute of Technology;
Labour hire licensing;
Long service leave;
Secure local jobs code;
Skilled migration;
State Training Authority;
Vocational education and training;
Work health and safety; and
Workers compensation (including public sector self-insurance).
[bookmark: _Toc226710990]Matters considered 
During the Minister for Skills, Training and Industrial Relations’ appearance before the Committee on 19 November 2025 the following matters were considered: 
the government code of practice relating to working in extreme heat;
the Cyber Security TAFE Centre of Excellence at CIT; 
CIT enrolment numbers and course reviews; 
massage therapy courses at CIT;
asbestos-contaminated coloured sand in ACT public schools;
insurance costs for community sector organisations; and
analysis of workers compensation premiums across different sectors.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Committee Hansard, 19 November 2025, pp 82–99.] 

[bookmark: _Toc226710991]Key issues
Vocational training in Tuggeranong and Gungahlin
The discussion with CIT officials on vocational training in the ACT at the inquiry hearing on 19 November 2025 discussed course availability across the ACT.[footnoteRef:17] The Canberra Institute of Technology (CIT) has five locations in ACT at Gungahlin, Bruce, Fyshwick, Woden and Tuggeranong.[footnoteRef:18]   [17:  Committee Hansard, 19 November 2025, p 89.]  [18:  CIT. CIT Locations, https://cit.edu.au/about/locations (accessed 7 April 2026).] 

The ACT Government recently opened a TAFE Centre of Excellence at CIT Woden campus, in cyber security, to develop and uplift cyber skills to support the development of sovereign capability.[footnoteRef:19] This follows the announcement of the first Electric Vehicle TAFE Centre of Excellence, at CIT Fyshwick.[footnoteRef:20] The Centres of Excellence are joint partnerships between the Australian Government and ACT Government and will be a part of a wider national network of TAFE Centres of Excellence across Australia.[footnoteRef:21] [19:  CIT, TAFE Centre of Excellence, https://cit.edu.au/about/tafe-centres-of-excellence (accessed 7 April 2026).]  [20:  CIT, News, https://cit.edu.au/news/australias-first-tafe-electric-vehicle-centre-of-excellence-finds-its-home-at-cit (accessed 7 April 2026). ]  [21:  Committee Hansard, 19 November 2025, pp 83–84.] 

Courses offered at the Tuggeranong CIT site have decreased since 2022, from 21 to seven in 2025.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Mr Michael Pettersson MLA, Minister for Skills, Training and Industrial Relations, answer to QON 30, 26 November 2025 (received 11 December 2025).] 

Student attendance at CIT’s Tuggeranong site has increased slightly from 2023, with 251 students attending the campus in 2025. The campus is utilised for ‘flex’ classes, where students enrolled at other campuses can use Tuggeranong for classes or study sessions. Students can also use the campus as a study or drop in centre, and these numbers are not captured in the figures.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Mr Michael Pettersson MLA, Minister for Skills, Training and Industrial Relations, answer to QON 30, 26 November 2025 (received 11 December 2025).] 

Committee comment
The Committee notes that the lease for the Tuggeranong CIT campus is due to expire on 30 April 2026 and that the ACT Government has ‘committed to a strategy that includes a presence across Canberra’s regions, including Tuggeranong’. The Committee also notes that CIT has engaged iCBR in negotiations regarding the Tuggeranong campus. [footnoteRef:24] [24:  Mr Michael Pettersson MLA, Minister for Skills, Training and Industrial Relations, answer to QON 30, 26 November 2025 (received 11 December 2025).] 

The Committee notes that Tuggeranong and Gungahlin could be considered if further Centres of Excellence are being evaluated for other CIT campuses. 
	[bookmark: _Toc227765820]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc225770159][bookmark: _Toc227765821]The Committee recommends that that the ACT Government strengthen CIT’s presence in Tuggeranong and Gungahlin, and consider ensuring these campuses have course or subject specialities.   


[bookmark: _Toc226710992]Minister for Business, Arts and Creative Industries
The following matters are allocated the Minister for Business, Arts and Creative Industries and CMTEDD under the administrative arrangements:
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander business development;
Art and cultural policy and services;
Business advocacy, liaison and development;
Community arts facilities policy and licensing;
Creative industries;
Cultural Facilities Corporation;
Screen Canberra; and
Small and family business.
[bookmark: _Toc226710993]Matters considered 
During the Minister for Business, Arts and Creative Industries’ appearance before the Committee on 19 November 2025 the following matters were considered: 
investment in grants, including the Regional Arts Fund and Arts Activities funding;
arts assets needs analysis, including creative spaces mapping and demand and gap analysis informed by projected population and visitation growth; 
licensing arrangements for the former transport depot; 
the management of 2025–26 Budget funding to Screen Canberra;
increased funding for arts centres and organisations; 
artist accommodation at Kingston Arts Precinct; 
education programs at Lanyon Homestead and Canberra Museum and Gallery; 
movement of public artworks due to light rail construction; and
work experience and educational opportunities at the Cultural Facilities Corporation.[footnoteRef:25]  [25:  Committee Hansard, 19 November 2025, pp 100–117.] 

[bookmark: _Toc226710994]Key issues
Public Art 
The ACT has a diverse range of public art that has been commissioned by ACT and Federal Governments, as well as community and private sectors.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  artsACT, Public Art, https://www.arts.act.gov.au/public-art/search (accessed 24 March 2026).] 

According to the artsACT Public Art database, 136 public artworks are listed in the following regions in the ACT:[footnoteRef:27]  [27:  artsACT, Public Art Search, https://www.arts.act.gov.au/public-art/search (accessed 24 March 2026).] 

	Region 
	Number of public artworks 

	Belconnen 
	15

	Civic
	66

	Gungahlin
	5

	North Canberra
	11

	Parliamentary Triangle 
	2

	South Canberra 
	18

	Tuggeranong
	9

	Woden
	10


Table 1: Number of public artworks per region [Source: artsACT, Public Art Search, https://www.arts.act.gov.au/public-art/search (accessed 24 March 2026)][footnoteRef:28] [28:  artsACT public search and public art maps do not include Weston Creek and Molonglo Valley as geographical categories. ] 

The ACT Government has indicated the public art collection should be fostered and grown with current initiatives including the caring for and promoting a high-quality public art collection.[footnoteRef:29]  [29:  ACT Government, Canberra: Australia’s Art Capital: a statement of ambition for the Arts 2021-2026, pp 8 and 14. ] 

The ACT Government describes the relationship between public art and public spaces as important, including ‘[P] public art makes our open spaces more attractive and engaging. It enhances our experience of public spaces and the people that inhabit them[footnoteRef:30]’.  [30:  ACT Government, Public Art Guidelines 2021, p. 5. ] 

Committee comment
 The Committee notes the disparity between public art locations in table one. 
The Committee notes the commitment of the ACT Government to develop a public art strategy for the ACT that will ‘foster and grow the ACT Government’s public art collection to reflect the diversity of human identity and experience, with women and Traditional Custodians holding pride of place in future works, both as subjects and creators, as well as support the visibility of the collection’.[footnoteRef:31]  [31:  ACT Government, Key Highlights from Year Three – Canberra: Australia’s Arts Capital – Arts, Culture and Creative Policy 2022–26 Action Plan, p 3. ] 

The Committee notes that within the Key Highlights from Year Three – Canberra: Australia’s Arts Capital – Arts, Culture and Creative Policy 2022–-26 Action Plan, a public art strategy is listed for development with a public artwork framework and updated guidelines for the ACT to commence in 2025.[footnoteRef:32]  [32:  ACT Government, Key Highlights from Year Three – Canberra: Australia’s Arts Capital – Arts, Culture and Creative Policy 2022–26 Action Plan, p 3.] 

	[bookmark: _Toc227765822]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc225770161][bookmark: _Toc227765823]The Committee recommends that the ACT Government ensure an equitable spread of public art across ACT regions.


[bookmark: _Toc226710995]Minister for Sport and Recreation
The following matters are allocated the Minister for Sport and Recreation, CMTEDD, and the City and Environment Directorate (CED)(formerly the Transport and City Services Directorate) under the administrative arrangements:
Skatepark management (CED);
Sportsground amenities servicing (CED);
Community sports infrastructure delivery (CMTEDD);
Sport and recreation (CMTEDD); and
Sportsground policy (CMTEDD).
[bookmark: _Toc226710996]Matters considered 
During the Minister for Sport and Recreation’s appearance before the Committee on 19 November 2025 the following matters were considered: 
the Canberra Arena ice sports venue project timeline and location of site;
Woden Town Centre sport facilities, including a pool and indoor sports stadium;
the ACT Government aquatic strategy;
long-term sports and recreation infrastructure planning, including the use of population trajectory;
turf maintenance and sites of soil moisture sensors; 
Kingston Oval and Philip enclosed oval upgrades;
opening hours of public toilets;
the 2023 ACT Government Sport and Active Recreation Infrastructure Survey;
site identification for an indoor sports stadium at Woden;
the 2009 Lyneham Precinct Masterplan, including Southwell Park; and
the ACT Skate Strategy timeline and stakeholder engagement.[footnoteRef:33] [33:  Committee Hansard, 19 November 2025, pp 61–81.] 

[bookmark: _Toc226710997][bookmark: _Hlk222736380]Key issues
ACT sport strategy
In January 2026, the ACT Government announced the development of an aquatic strategy for the ACT. According to the announcement, in addition to exploring options for delivering a public outdoor pool in Woden, the aquatic strategy would ‘provide clear direction on future aquatic investment priorities across Canberra.’[footnoteRef:34] Additionally, while the Minister for Sport and Recreation told the Committee that a ‘four-year Sport and Recreation Facilities Roadmap’ will be released, there is no intention to develop a specific plan for indoor sport facilities.[footnoteRef:35] [34:   ACT Government, Planning for future pool facilities in Canberra, 29 January 2026, https://www.act.gov.au/our-canberra/latest-news/2026/january/planning-for-future-pool-facilities-in-canberra, (accessed 25 February 2026).]  [35:  Ms Yvette Berry MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation, answer to QON 27, 23 November 2025 (received 4 December 2025), p 1.] 

The Committee notes that the ACT Government will commission an independent report into sporting infrastructure, including: a needs assessment to analyse community demand and identify gaps in existing facilities and future demand for sporting facilities across the ACT; ongoing supply, maintenance, and upgrade of sporting infrastructure; review trends and demographic data to inform evidence-based decision-making; audit existing facilities to assess their condition, capacity, suitability and compliance with relevant lease and planning requirements and engage with community members and sporting organisations to understand their needs and priorities [footnoteRef:36] [36:  ACT Legislative Assembly, Minutes of Proceedings, No 45, 4 February 2026, pp 802–806. ] 

The Chief Minister noted that the published forward-looking infrastructure plan includes details of plans for some sporting infrastructure within its art, sports and entertainment chapter. However, he cautioned that the plan is primarily focused on infrastructure at the ‘elite end’ of the spectrum rather than ‘smaller scale’ projects.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  Mr Andrew Barr MLA, Chief Minister and Minister for Economic Development, Committee Hansard, 21 November 2025, p 151.] 

According to the Chief Minister, ‘small-scale community sporting infrastructure’ projects worth ‘perhaps a handful of millions of dollars’ are either not within the remit of the forward infrastructure plan he oversees, or ‘not detailed’.[footnoteRef:38] [38:  Mr Andrew Barr MLA, Chief Minister and Minister for Economic Development, Committee Hansard, 21 November 2025, p 151.] 

Committee comment
The Committee considers that a clear, long-term strategy for community sport infrastructure is required to provide visibility over the Territory’s sporting infrastructure pipeline. A long-term strategy would provide several benefits, including greater certainty for community sporting organisations planning their long-term programs, facilities and growth; improved coordination across relevant government portfolios; and increased transparency of facilities investment across the Territory.
In a growing city with increasing participation in organised sport, a failure to forward plan risks inefficiencies, ad‑hoc decision‑making, and missed opportunities to coordinate future investment with broader land‑use, transport and community infrastructure planning.
	[bookmark: _Toc227765824]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc225770163][bookmark: _Toc227765825]The Committee recommends that the ACT Government develop a 10-year sport strategy for the ACT informed by the evidence in the report for the Inquiry into barriers and opportunities for participation in community sports in the ACT and the sport review of the Assembly resolution


Ice rink
The Committee heard from the Minister for Sport and Recreation and ACT Government officials that the placement of the ice rink facility in Canberra has been subject of recent discussions between them and proponents, Cruachan and Pelligra.[footnoteRef:39] [39:  Committee Hansard, 19 November 2025, pp 61–64.] 

The Tuggeranong Ice Sports Facility, to be called Canberra Arena, will feature two international standard ice sheets for figure skating, broomball, speed skating and ice hockey. A venue for up to 3,600 spectators, it will be home to the Canberra Brave (ice hockey) and have an indoor rock-climbing facility.[footnoteRef:40] [40:  ACT Government, Built for Canberra, https://www.act.gov.au/builtforcbr/browse-all-projects/entertainment-arts-and-sports/tuggeranong-ice-sports-facility (accessed 25 March 2026).] 

The facility is currently in the planning and design phase.[footnoteRef:41] This is after initially beginning in 2016, with the ACT Government committing $75,000 to undertake an options study for the provision of a new ice rink. [footnoteRef:42] [41:  ACT Government, Built for Canberra, https://www.act.gov.au/builtforcbr/browse-all-projects/entertainment-arts-and-sports/tuggeranong-ice-sports-facility (accessed 25 March 2026).]  [42:  ACT Government, Sports and Recreation, Lockbridge, ACT Ice Sports Facility – Options Analysis Report, https://www.sport.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1297184/Ice-Sports-Facility-Options-Analysis-Report.pdf (accessed 25 March 2025) p 3. ] 

There is recent local community interest in the construction of the facility, with petitions of 750 and 139 signatures being tabled in the ACT Legislative Assembly on 25 February 2026. The petitions draw the attention of the Assembly to calls for progress on the Canberra Arena.[footnoteRef:43]  [43:  Mr Taimus Werner-Gibbings MLA, E-Pet-021-26 – Petition, Deliver an Ice Sports Venue in Tuggeranong, (tabled 25 February 2026) and Mr Taimus Werner-Gibbings MLA, PET- 021-26- Petition, Deliver an Ice Sports Venue in Tuggeranong (tabled 25 February 2026).] 

As agreed by the ACT Legislative Assembly on 26 June 2025, a quarterly update on the development of the new ice sports facility is provided by the Minister for Sport and Recreation. The latest report, presented on 5 February 2026, provided an update that the ‘detailed proposal’ from the proponents was received on 13 January 2026 and was currently being reviewed.[footnoteRef:44] [44:  ACT Government, Tuggeranong Ice Sports Facility Development – Quarterly Report, https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/3026595/List_Tuggeranong-Ice-Sports-Facility-Development-Quarterly-Report.pdf (accessed 25 March 2026). ] 

Committee comment
The Committee notes the development of the project has taken several years. Beginning in 2016, construction is yet to commence in 2026. 
	[bookmark: _Toc227765826]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc227765827]The Committee recommends that that the ACT Government fast-track the planned ice sports facility. 


Fitness stations locations 
The ACT Government provides 32 fitness stations across Canberra in parks and open spaces. Fitness stations comprise of equipment which is free to use and includes sit up benches, chin up bars and balance beams.[footnoteRef:45] Locations include: [45:  ACT Government, City Services, Fitness Stations, https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/public-land/public-spaces-and-facilities/fitness-stations (accessed 25 March 2026).] 

	Region 
	Number of locations 

	Belconnen 
	5

	Central Canberra 
	7

	Gungahlin
	9

	Tuggeranong
	3

	Woden, Weston Creek and Molonglo
	8


Table 2: Number of fitness stations per region [Source: ACT Government – City Services, Fitness Stations, https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/public-land/public-spaces-and-facilities/fitness-stations (accessed 25 March 2026)]
Committee comment
The Committee notes the disparity between fitness locations in table two. 
	[bookmark: _Toc227765828]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc227765829]The Committee recommends that that the ACT Governmentensure an equitable spread of fitness stations across the regions.


[bookmark: _Toc226710998]Minister for Gaming Reform
The following matters are allocated to the Minister for Gaming Reform, CMTEDD, and the Justice and Community Safety Directorate (JACS) under the administrative arrangements:
Racing and gaming regulation (CMTEDD);
Gaming policy (JACS); and
Racing policy (JACS).
[bookmark: _Toc226710999]Matters considered 
During the Minister for Gaming Reform appearance before the Committee on 11 November 2025 the following matters were considered: 
harm minimisation measures including reducing machine numbers and implementing account based gaming; 
reporting on club community contributions;
a timeline for gambling harm reduction;
club revenue base assessment and diversification;
the future of club community contributions;
the Independent inquiry into the future of the ACT clubs industry staffing and reporting dates; 
gambling harm prevention and mitigation fund guidelines;
the cashless gaming model;
establishment of an electronic gaming machine (EGM)-free venue in Molonglo town centre;
the Casino Canberra redevelopment; 
horseracing industry access to the government insurance scheme; 
the economic contribution to the ACT in revenue from gambling and advertising from the horseracing industry; 
the gambling prevalence survey; and
Gambling and Racing Commission accountability indicators.[footnoteRef:46] [46:  Committee Hansard, 11 November 2025, pp 1–19.] 

[bookmark: _Toc226711000]Key issues
Gaming machine self-exclusion policy
The Commission’s Annual Report shows the number of gambling harm incidents increased at a disproportionate rate to the number of self-exclusions over the previous three financial years.[footnoteRef:47] [47:  ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, Annual Report 2024–25, p 29. ] 

[image: ]
Figure 1: Number of self-exclusion and gambling harm incidents recorded in each of the last 3 financial years [Source: ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, Annual Report 2024–25, Table 6, p 29].
Officials acknowledged the increase in harm incidents and advised that a program of work was planned to further interrogate the incidents that have been reported. The Committee heard that the increase in reported harm incidents was however not uniform across licensees.[footnoteRef:48]  [48:  Ms Laura Beacroft, Chair, ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, Committee Hansard, 20 November 2025, pp 128–129.] 

The Committee heard that the paper-based self-exclusion process may contribute to the lower growth rate for self-exclusion in the ACT.[footnoteRef:49] In the ACT, people wishing to self-exclude from gambling at licensed venues are required to complete a Deed of Exclusion.[footnoteRef:50] The Deed of Exclusion form, which is available on the Commission’s website, enables individuals to self-exclude from gambling at some or all licensed gambling venues in the ACT.[footnoteRef:51]  [49:  ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, ACT Gambling Exclusion Scheme Fact Sheet, September 2023, p 1.]  [50:  Ms Laura Beacroft, Chair, ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, Committee Hansard, 20 November 2025, p 130.]  [51:  ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, Deed of Exclusion: Self-Exclusion from Gambling, https://www.gamblingandracing.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/744631/Deed-of-Self-Exclusion-from-Gambling.pdf (accessed 25 February 2026), Part 4.] 

Officials advised the paper-based process was at odds with the Commonwealth Government’s online self-exclusion portal, BetStop, and presented ‘hurdles’ for consumers:
…That the consumer who already is bravely thinking, “Okay, maybe I need to do something here,” and has bravely gone to our website, then has these hurdles around paper copies and, you know, it is quite a process. Now, of course our staff make it as easy as they can, but ideally we would have a process which is web-based.[footnoteRef:52] [52:  Ms Laura Beacroft, Chair, ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, Committee Hansard, 20 November 2025, p 130.] 

Officials advised that the Commission was working with government on the potential for a web-based process, including understanding whether there was an ongoing requirement for the deed of self-exclusion.[footnoteRef:53]   [53:  Ms Laura Beacroft, Chair, ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, Committee Hansard, 20 November 2025, p 130.] 

Committee comment
Given the increasing number of gambling harm incidents, the Committee considers it is important that the gambling self-exclusion process not pose barriers to those at risk of gambling-related harm. Moving the current paper-based self-exclusion process to an online portal would streamline the process for individuals. This would not necessarily need to be a new IT system, rather could be modelled on other online portals, such as the Commonwealth BetStop platform.
	[bookmark: _Toc227765830]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc227765831]The Committee recommends that ACT Government enable online registration for the gaming machine self-exclusion system.


Central monitoring system
A central monitoring system (CMS) can be used to monitor the performance and operations of electronic gaming machines (EGMs), for the purposes of tax collection or regulatory purposes. Multiple EGMs can be connected to one CMS, whether in the space of one venue or in many venues over a large geographic area. A CMS can also be used to implement harm reduction methods such as pre-commitment of betting amounts.[footnoteRef:54] [54:  ACT Government, Discussion Paper: Lowering bet and credit limits for electronic gaming machines, 2022, pp 4–5.] 

In 2022, a government discussion paper seeking views from the community presented a CMS as the preferred way to progress its commitments towards gaming harm reduction.[footnoteRef:55] [55:  ACT Government, Discussion Paper: Lowering bet and credit limits for electronic gaming machines, 2022, p 2.] 

In 2024, the ACT Government ‘tested the market’ as to the price of implementing a CMS.[footnoteRef:56] Various prices have been reported, such as $70 million as advised by ClubsACT,[footnoteRef:57] however at the hearing on 11 November 2025, the Minister for Gaming Reform told the Committee that the cost would amount to $170 million, and that this would be an impediment to reducing EGMs.[footnoteRef:58] She said that the idea of implementing a CMS was ‘in the past.’[footnoteRef:59] [56:  Mr Shane Rattenbury MLA, Minster for Gaming, ‘Government tests market for “central monitoring system” to reduce gambling harm’, Media Release, 18 March 2024.]  [57:  Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety, Tenth Assembly, Report No 29, Inquiry into Cashless Gaming in the ACT, June 2024, p 10; Mr Shane Rattenbury MLA, Minster for Gaming, answer to QON 2047, Question Paper No 44, 27 August 2024. p 1.]  [58:  Dr Marisa Paterson MLA, Minister for Gaming Reform, Committee Hansard, 11 November 2024, p 13.]  [59:  Dr Marisa Paterson MLA, Minister for Gaming Reform, Committee Hansard, 11 November 2024, p 13.] 

Committee Comment
The Committee would like to see the breakdown of the $170 million cost to implementing a CMS in the ACT.
	[bookmark: _Toc227765832]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc227765833]The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide the breakdown of costing for a central monitoring system.


Gambling advertising
In May 2025, the Gambling and Racing Commission released the 2024 ACT Gambling Survey. The Survey, prepared by Central Queensland University, is the fifth iteration of the survey which seeks to track trends in gambling participation, risk and harm over time.[footnoteRef:60]  [60:  ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, 2024 ACT Gambling Survey, May 2025, p 6.] 

The survey results indicated concern among participants regarding the harm posed by gambling advertising, noting:
Participants often complained about gambling advertising, especially on television during sports events, across various online platforms, and on social media channels. Many participants were worried about the exposure of children and young people to these promotions. 
In addition to the sheer volume of ads, participants noted that gambling has become easier to access through online platforms, smartphone apps, and other digital avenues, making it readily available at almost any time. Calls for stricter regulation, reduced advertising, or even complete bans on gambling promotion were common.[footnoteRef:61] [61:  ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, 2024 ACT Gambling Survey, May 2025, p 121] 

Gambling advertising was identified as a ‘potential driver of harm, but not a harm in itself’[footnoteRef:62] with advertising controls listed as an effective strategy to address ‘persistent gambling problems and harms identified in the ACT.’[footnoteRef:63]  [62:  ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, 2024 ACT Gambling Survey, May 2025, p 117.]  [63:  ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, 2024 ACT Gambling Survey, May 2025, p 191.] 

The Minister for Gaming Reform advised that the ACT Government was continuing to explore options to regulate gambling advertising in the ACT in lieu of stronger Commonwealth action:  
Following the release of a discussion paper and community consultation in 2024, the ACT Government published a listening report in February 2025 outlining the feedback received. 
While the Government continues to explore its options in light of the community feedback received, the regulation of gambling advertising involves complex issues, particularly given the national nature of broadcast and online media. Any potential reforms will require careful assessment of implementation pathways and associated resourcing implications. 
It would be premature to commence drafting legislation until the Government has fully considered the constitutional, legal and practical issues associated with regulating gambling advertising.[footnoteRef:64] [64:  Dr Marisa Paterson MLA, Minister for Gaming Reform, answer to QON 1, 11 November 2025 (received 26 November 2025), p 1.] 

 Committee comment
The Committee acknowledges the legislative complexities with regulating gambling reform in the ACT and the role of the Commonwealth government in this space. However, given the potential impact of gambling advertising on gambling harm, the Committee considers the ACT Government should provide greater detail as to how it plans to address this issue. 
	[bookmark: _Toc227765834]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc225770173][bookmark: _Toc227765835]The Committee recommends that the ACT Government report on plans to restrict gambling advertising in the ACT in its response to this report.


[bookmark: _Toc226711001]Infrastructure Canberra
Infrastructure Canberra (iCBR) builds infrastructure across the ACT including: education, emergency services and justice facilities; health service upgrades including community health centres; community assets including sport and arts facilities; roads, highways and active travel networks and water sensitive urban design and stormwater upgrades. The ACT Government’s Infrastructure Plan details projects managed by iCBR.[footnoteRef:65] [65:  ACT Government, Infrastructure Canberra, https://www.act.gov.au/infrastructurecanberra/infrastructure (accessed 19 February 2026)] 

[bookmark: _Toc226711002]Minister for Business, Arts and Creative Industries
The following matter is allocated to the Minister for Business, Arts and Creative Industries and Infrastructure Canberra under the administrative arrangements:
Community arts facilities (infrastructure and property services).
[bookmark: _Toc226711003]Matters considered
During the appearance of the Minister for Business, Arts and Creative Industries with iCBR officials before the Committee on 18 November 2025 the following matters were considered:
upgrades to Tuggeranong Arts Centre;
identification of possible tenants for the Kingston Arts Precinct;
tenancy management of arts facilities;
standardisation of peppercorn leases for community organisations;
Old Bus Depot Markets integration with Kingston Arts Precinct; 
asset needs analysis for community organisations; and
the establishment of a maintenance and coordination inspection schedule for assets and how budget prioritisation occurs for those facilities.[footnoteRef:66] [66:  Committee Hansard, 18 November 2025, pp. 31-40.] 

[bookmark: _Toc226711004]Key issues
Arts assets and facilities
According to the ACT Government, it is undertaking an arts assets needs analysis. Officials characterised this analysis as ‘a strategic review of cultural infrastructure’ in the ACT intended to ‘understand current and future demand for creative spaces’. When the public hearings were being held, this analysis was at the stage of undertaking stakeholder consultation.[footnoteRef:67] [67:  Ms Georgia Hobbs, Senior Director, artsACT, Proof Committee Hansard, 19 November 2025, p 102.] 

Officials outlined the two phases of the analysis, stating that:
Stage 1 is a creative spaces mapping exercise, which includes an audit of ACT government arts facilities and other facilities in the ACT that are used by the sector. That will look at location, art form focus and services provided. The targeted stakeholder consultation that I mentioned will look at opportunities, challenges, barriers to access—that kind of thing.[footnoteRef:68] [68:  Ms Georgia Hobbs, artsACT, Committee Hansard, 19 November 2025, p 102.] 

The ACT Government told the Committee that the second stage will ‘be a demand and gap analysis’ to ‘be informed by projected population [and] visitation growth’. Additionally, the needs analysis takes both existing and planned infrastructure—such as the Lyric Theatre—into account.[footnoteRef:69] [69:  Ms Georgia Hobbs, artsACT, Committee Hansard, 19 November 2025, pp 102–103.] 

A report is expected to be completed in the first quarter of 2026.[footnoteRef:70] [70:  Ms Georgia Hobbs, artsACT, Committee Hansard, 19 November 2025, p 102.] 

	[bookmark: _Toc227765836]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc227765837]The Committee recommends that the ACT Government release the Arts Asset Needs Analysis, including a section on people and organisations consulted.


Responsibility for arts facilities in the ACT is split across a number of government entities. According to its website, artsACT ‘oversees the operations of a number of facilities that are wholly dedicated to arts activity’, including: 
the Ainslie, Belconnen, Gorman, Manuka, Tuggeranong and Watson Arts Centres;
the Kingston Arts Precinct, including Canberra Glassworks, Fitters’ Workshop, and the Former Transport Depot;
Platform; and
Strathnairn Arts.[footnoteRef:71] [71:  artsACT website, Arts Facilities, https://www.arts.act.gov.au/our-arts-facilities, (accessed 24 February 2026).] 

There are no artsACT facilities in the Woden, Weston Creek and Molonglo Valley areas.[footnoteRef:72]  [72:  artsACT website, Arts Facilities, https://www.arts.act.gov.au/our-arts-facilities, (accessed 22 April 2026).] 

According to its annual report, iCBR’s responsibilities ‘grew substantially in the 2024–25 Financial Year’ following changes to the administrative arrangements. In addition to delivering infrastructure projects, its remit includes facilities management for community arts facilities.[footnoteRef:73] During the reporting period, responsibility for tenancy management of 13 community arts facilities was transferred from artsACT to iCBR.[footnoteRef:74] In addition to tenancy management, iCBR has responsibility for ‘maintenance and upgrades in ACT government owned arts facilities’.[footnoteRef:75] [73:  Infrastructure Canberra, Annual Report 2024–25, October 2025, p 10.]  [74:  Mr Faheem Khan, Executive Group Manager, Infrastructure Canberra, Committee Hansard, 18 November 2025, p 34.]  [75:  Mr Michael Pettersson MLA, Minister for Business, Arts and Creative Industries, Committee Hansard, 18 November 2025, p 39.] 

iCBR told the Committee it manages 13 peppercorn tenancies at the following arts buildings:
Ainslie Arts Centre and Gorman House Arts Centre, leased by Arts Capital Limited;
Belconnen Arts Centre, leased by Belconnen Arts Centre Incorporated;
Canberra Glassworks, leased by Canberra Glassworks Ltd;
The Chapel, sublet from Canberra Glassworks and leased by Canberra Glassworks Ltd;
Canberra Contemporary Arts Space, leased by Canberra Contemporary Art Space Incorporated;
Manuka Arts Centre, leased by PhotoAccess Incorporated;
Strathnairn Arts Centre, leased by Strathnairn Arts Association;
Street Theatre, leased by The Stagemaster Incorporated;
Tuggeranong Arts Centre, leased by Tuggeranong Community Arts Association;
Watson Arts Centre, leased by Canberra Potters Society Incorporated;
Former Transport Depot, leased by Megalo Access Arts Incorporated; and
Nissen Hut, leased by Tempo Theatre.[footnoteRef:76] [76:  Mr Michael Pettersson MLA, answer to QTON 7, 18 November 2025 (received 1 December 2025), p 3.] 

The Cultural Facilities Corporation is also responsible for two key arts facilities – the Canberra Theatre Centre and the Canberra Museum and Gallery (CMAG).[footnoteRef:77] [77:  Cultural Facilities Corporation, Annual Snapshot 2024–25, pp 5–7.] 

Committee comment
In examining the various annual reports associated with the management of all aspects of the arts facilities owned by the ACT Government, the Committee noted that detailed financial statements which set out the financial position of these facilities does not appear to be available.
artsACT’s financial reporting is contained within the annual report and financial statements published by CMTEDD. The Cultural Facilities Corporation does not provide sufficient detail on its revenue and expenses to allow the reader to understand the financial position of either Canberra Museum and Gallery or the Canberra Theatre Centre. iCBR’s reporting presumably includes the amounts spent on upgrades and repairs at the arts facilities overseen by artsACT, as well as the revenue received from the admittedly nominal rents charges to lessees of arts facilities.
In the Committee’s view, publishing the details of the financial position of ACT Government-owned arts facilities would assist in developing a better understanding of the viability of this vital cultural sector.


	[bookmark: _Toc227765838]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc227765839]The Committee recommends the ACT Government release the annual reports and financial positions (including a breakdown of revenue, expenses, and capital) of each government owned arts facilities for 2024-25, and publish this information in annual reports going forward.


[bookmark: _Toc226711005]Chief Minister
The following matters are allocated to the Chief Minister/Minister for Economic Development and iCBR under the administrative arrangements:
Chief Engineer;
Delivery of physical capital works projects in coordination with government agencies; and
Delivery of Tier 1 and Tier 2 projects, programs and precincts, including:
Big Canberra Battery;
Canberra Aquatic Centre;
Canberra Lyric Theatre; and
Electrification of Government Gas Assets.
[bookmark: _Toc226711006]Matters considered
During the appearance of the Chief Minister with officials from iCBR before the Committee on 18 November 2025, the following matters were considered:
Big Canberra Battery project;
Woden town centre planning and development;
parking in Civic including the closure of Lyric Theatre carpark; and
funding for Lyric Theatre and new aquatic centre.[footnoteRef:78] [78:  Committee Hansard, 18 November 2025, pp. 41–51.] 

[bookmark: _Toc226711007]Minister for Sport and Recreation
The following matters are allocated to the Minister for Sport and Recreation and iCBR under the administrative arrangements:
Aquatic facilities management; and
Erindale Active Leisure Centre facilities management.
[bookmark: _Toc226711008]Matters considered
During the appearance of the Minister for Sport and Recreation with officials from Infrastructure Canberra before the Committee on 18 November 2025, the following matters were considered:
Erindale Leisure Centre transition from the Education Directorate to iCBR and centre upgrades;
ministerial responsibilities for ACT leisure centres;
options for the community for memberships to leisure centres;
pools in ACT, including capacity of pools and budgets; 
maintenance responsibilities for facilities, between ACT Government and operators;
final study, costing report and submission on feasibility for a new pool at the Stromlo Leisure Centre complex; and 
facilities upgrades including pools, kitchens, lockers and bathrooms.[footnoteRef:79] [79:  Committee Hansard, 18 November 2025, pp 52–60.] 

[bookmark: _Toc226711009]Key issues
Aquatic facilities
As noted elsewhere in this report, in January 2026, the ACT Government announced the development of an aquatic strategy. The ACT Government have indicated they will engage with ‘aquatic user groups, sporting organisations, stakeholders, and the broader community’ to enable community feedback.[footnoteRef:80]  [80:  ACT Government, ACT Aquatic Strategy https://www.sport.act.gov.au/sport-facilities/aquatic-and-leisure-facilities/act-aquatic-strategy (accessed 7 April 2026) ] 

	[bookmark: _Toc227765840]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc225770179][bookmark: _Toc227765841]The Committee recommends that the ACT Government table a draft of the aquatic strategy in the Assembly before it is finalised and ensure it is finalised in time for consideration in the 2027-28 budget process.


[bookmark: _Hlk222750752]According to the ACT Government, none of the aquatic facilities it manages meet the Swimming Australia guidelines for either national or state level major events. Both the Gungahlin Leisure Centre and the Stromlo Leisure Centre have facilities that meet the regional or district guidelines, while the remaining five facilities ‘are at a local or club standard’.[footnoteRef:81] [81:  Ms Yvette Berry MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation, answer to QTON 18, 18 November 2025 (received 28 November 2025), pp 1–2.] 

The ACT Government noted that:
To meet the standards to support state swim meets there are several requirements including, but not limited to, ten dive platforms at each end of the pool, a 50 metre eight lane warm up pool, media rooms, two metre depth for length of pool, minimum spectator seating and other supporting areas for event marshals.[footnoteRef:82] [82:  Ms Yvette Berry MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation, answer to QTON 18, 18 November 2025 (received 28 November 2025), p 1.] 

Committee comment
The Committee notes that the development of an aquatic strategy presents an opportunity to plan for expanding the range of competitive swimming events that can be held in aquatic facilities managed by the ACT Government.
	[bookmark: _Toc227765842]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc227765843]The Committee recommends that the ACT Government include in its forthcoming aquatic strategy long-term plans for a facility capable of meeting the state and national levels of provision to host major events. 


According to the iCBR Annual Report 2024–25, planning for the new Canberra Aquatic Centre in Commonwealth Park is underway. Concept planning is expected to reach completion in the 2025–26 financial year, with a business case expected to be included in consideration of the 2026–27 budget. iCBR noted that the project ‘is proposed to include a 50-metre lap pool and outdoor splash pad’.[footnoteRef:83] [83:  Infrastructure Canberra, Annual Report 2024-25, October 2025, p 21.] 

In relation to future dive facilities, the Minister for Sport and Recreation stated that the ACT Government ‘intends to update the community about dive facilities’ in 2026, as the scope of the Canberra Aquatic Centre project is refined. The Minister told the Committee that a November 2024 study by iCBR on dive pool feasibility ‘is being used to inform future Government decisions about the Canberra Aquatic Centre’.[footnoteRef:84] [84:  Ms Yvette Berry MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation, answer to QTON 17, 18 November 2025 (received 10 December 2025), p 2.] 

Committee comment
In the Committee’s view, the lack of certainty about the future of dive facilities in the ACT should be addressed. Ensuring that all Canberrans have access to dive facilities should be a guiding factor in considering its future location, and a central location within Canberra provides for the greatest geographic equality of access.
	[bookmark: _Toc227765844]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc227765845]The Committee recommends that the ACT Government include competition-level diving pool facilities in the Canberra Aquatic Centre.     


[bookmark: _Hlk222736299]Aquatic facilities – financial reporting
The ACT Government told the Committee that in the 2024–25 financial year, it spent $3,626,548.00 across the Territory aquatic portfolio and provided a breakdown of this figure per site:[footnoteRef:85] [85:  Ms Yvette Berry MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation, answer to QTON 19, Sport and Recreation and territory pool asset management plans, 18 November 2025 (received 28 November 2025).] 

	Canberra Olympic Pool (COP)
	Dickson Pool
	Erindale Leisure Centre (ELC)
	Gungahlin Leisure Centre (GLC)
	Lakeside Leisure Centre (LLC)
	Stromlo Aquatic Centre
	Manuka Pool

	$780,451.00
	$1,486,564.00
	$63,574.00
	$428,516.00
	$406,707.00
	$110,245.00
	$350,491.00


Table 3: Breakdown of government spending across Territory aquatic portfolio for 2024–25 [Source: Ms Yvette Berry MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation, answer to QTON 19, Sport and Recreation and territory pool asset management plans (received 28 November 2025)].
In addition to ACT Government spending, the contracted operators spent $4,514,062.00 across the Territory aquatic portfolio for the 2024-25 financial year. The following breakdown of this figure per site was provided:[footnoteRef:86] [86:  Ms Yvette Bery MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation, answer to QTON No. 19, Sport and Recreation and territory pool asset management plans, 18 November 2025 (received 28 November 2025).] 

	Canberra Olympic Pool (COP)
	Dickson Pool
	Erindale Leisure Centre (ELC)
	Gungahlin Leisure Centre (GLC)
	Lakeside Leisure Centre (LLC)
	Stromlo Aquatic Centre
	Manuka Pool

	$1,075,211
	$427,722
	$153,218
	$1,486,735
	$1,316,506
	$1,851,323
	$54,670


Table 4: Breakdown operator spending across Territory aquatic portfolio for 2024–25 [Ms Yvette Berry MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation, answer to QTON 19, Sport and Recreation and territory pool asset management plans (received 28 November 2025)].
Noting the contracts to operate five ACT Government-owned aquatic facilities is held by a private business—Belgravia Leisure—the Minister for Sport and Recreation provided financial records showing the net profit / loss at each site for the 2024–25 financial year.[footnoteRef:87] [87:  Ms Yvette Berry MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation, answer to QTON 21: Belgravia profits from each pool, 18 November 2025 (received 1 December 2025). ] 

	Site
	Income
	Expenses
	Net Result

	Canberra Olympic Pool
	$2,338,674
	$2,989,438
	-$650,764

	Dickson Pool
	$990,165
	$1,057,759
	-$67,594

	Gungahlin Leisure Centre
	$6,035,821
	$5,582,724
	$453,097

	Lakeside Leisure Centre
	$3,811,694
	$4,125,993
	-$314,299

	Stromlo Leisure Centre
	$8,153,961
	$8,138,733
	$15,228


Table 5: Net profit and loss at Belgravia Leisure operated pools [Ms Yvette Berry MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation, answer to QTON 21: Belgravia profits from each pool, 18 November 2025 (received 1 December 2025).]
Committee comment
The Committee notes that considerable detail on the financial aspects of aquatic facilities management was provided by the ACT Governments, and it appears that no barrier exists to the routine publication of this information. Making this information part of standard reporting would make an important contribution to public debate and parliamentary scrutiny.
	[bookmark: _Toc227765846][bookmark: _Hlk222735956]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc227765847]The Committee recommends the ACT Government release the annual reports and financial positions (including a breakdown of revenue, expenses, and capital) of each government owned aquatic facilities for 2024-25,and publish this information in annual reports going forward.


Belgravia operated facilities
Belgravia Health and Leisure Pty Ltd is the operator for five ACT Government-owned pools: Canberra Olympic Pool, Gungahlin Leisure Centre, Stromlo Leisure Centre, Lakeside Leisure Centre, and Dickson Aquatic Centre.[footnoteRef:88] [88:  ACT Government, New pool operator announced, https://www.act.gov.au/our-canberra/latest-news/2023/september/new-pool-operator-announced (accessed 26 March 2026). ] 

Recent changes to iCBR responsibilities for aquatic infrastructure include new responsibilities for the Lakeside Leisure Centre hydrotherapy pool and the Erindale Leisure Centre which includes the pool, gym and theatre.[footnoteRef:89] [89:  Ms Yvette Berry MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation, Committee Hansard, 18 November 2025, p 53.] 

Erindale Leisure Centre recently transitioned operators from the Education Directorate to iCBR and Belgravia Health and Leisure Pty Ltd. In the transition to Belgravia Health and Leisure, it was suggested to the Committee that several membership options utilised by the community were lost, including the ability to make a 12-month up-front payment and a discontinuation of an aquatics-only membership.[footnoteRef:90] [90:  Miss Laura Nuttall MLA ,Committee Hansard, 18 November 2025, p 54. ] 

ACT Government officials from iCBR confirmed that all existing memberships transitioned to the new operator. For any new memberships, there was a new offering that Belgravia provides at its other facilities.[footnoteRef:91] [91:  Mr Faheem Khan, Executive Group Manager, Infrastructure Canberra, Committee Hansard, 18 November 2025, 
pp 52–53. ] 

Beginning in the early part of 2026, iCBR officials confirmed it would work with Belgravia Health and Leisure Pty Ltd on a consultation with members to understand the impacts of the changes to memberships before any decisions are made about the transition and its timeline.[footnoteRef:92] [92:  Mr Faheem Khan, Executive Group Manager, Infrastructure Canberra, Committee Hansard, 18 November 2025, p 54. ] 

	[bookmark: _Toc227765848]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc227765849][bookmark: _Toc225770187]The Committee recommends that that the ACT Government reviews membership arrangements across facilities managed by Belgravia Health and Leisure Pty Ltd, to ensure equitable access to programs across different centres. The Committee recommends that that the ACT Government reviews membership arrangements across facilities managed by Belgravia, and work with Belgravia to ensure equitable access to programs across different centres.


Equitable distribution of community facilities 
Investing in arts and cultural facilities, indoor sports facilities, and aquatic facilities is important to community wellbeing, together with ensuring that facilities are designed to meet the needs of residents, including those within fast growing population areas.
This report has documented examples where access to art, sport and recreation facilities has differed across the regions in ACT (see sections supporting recommendations 2, 3, 6, and 9).
In a study of indoor sport facilities, on the three locations within the scope of the study – Belconnen, Gungahlin and Woden, the ACT Government noted that: 
It is evident from the 2015 ACT Indoor Facility Study (which noted deficiencies in access to school facilities at the time) that there is an undersupply of multi-use or purpose-built indoor sporting facilities. This position was supported by the Community Councils during consultation with them.[footnoteRef:93] [93:  ACT Government, Planning for Indoor Facilities and Other Sport & Recreation Infrastructure, September 2018, p 9. ] 

Committee comment
As discussed in this report, the Committee notes that the ACT Government is currently undertaking an Arts Access Needs Analysis (which will be informed by projected population and visitor growth). As also discussed, the ACT Government is undertaking the formation of a new ACT Aquatic Strategy. The Committee suggests that a focus for equitable access to community facilities across the ACT for this analysis and strategy, together with ensuring that this consistent approach is applied to 
The Committee notes that the ACT Government will commission an independent report into sporting infrastructure, including future demand for sporting facilities across the ACT.[footnoteRef:94] [94:  ACT Legislative Assembly, Minutes of Proceedings, No 45, 4 February 2026, pp 802–806. ] 


	[bookmark: _Toc227765850]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc227765851]The Committee recommends that the ACT Government adopt an ‘equitable distribution of community facilities’ principle across ACT town centres to ensure economic, arts and culture; and sports and recreation development in areas requiring prioritisation in investment or planning decisions.



[bookmark: _Toc226711010]City and Environment Directorate
The City and Environment Directorate (CED) manages city planning, transport, environment and everyday services.[footnoteRef:95] [95:  ACT Government, City and Environment Directorate, https://www.act.gov.au/directorates-and-agencies/city-and-environment-directorate (accessed 24 March 2026).] 

[bookmark: _Toc226711011]Minister for the Night-Time Economy
The following matter is allocated to the Minister for the Night-Time Economy and CED under the administrative arrangements:
Night-time economy.[footnoteRef:96] [96:  Administrative Arrangements 2025 (No 1), Schedule 1.] 

[bookmark: _Toc226711012]Matters considered
During the Minister for the Night-Time Economy’s appearance before the Committee on 19 November 2025 the following matters were considered: 
Visa Australia Night-Time Economy Index rankings;
measurement of reform impacts;
evaluation of entertainment precincts in the ACT;
opening hours for late night venues;
cross-promotion of events; 
establishment of the night-time economy portfolio in the ACT;
disruption challenges for business owners;
business micro-grants; and
noise limits in town centres and entertainment precincts.[footnoteRef:97] [97:  Committee Hansard, 19 November 2025, pp 118–127.] 

[bookmark: _Toc226711013]Key Issues
Entertainment precincts
A review of the City Centre Entertainment Precinct is due to be completed in the first half of 2026.[footnoteRef:98] Work to investigate other entertainment precincts across the ACT is due to begin once that review has been completed.[footnoteRef:99]  [98:  Ms Tara Cheyne MLA, Minister for the Night-Time Economy, answer to QoN 26: Entertainment Precinct – Town Centre Timeframes, 19 November 2025 (received 27 November 2025), p 1.]  [99:  Ms Tara Cheyne MLA, Minister for the Night-Time Economy, answer to QoN 26: Entertainment Precinct – Town Centre Timeframes, 19 November 2025 (received 27 November 2025), p 1.] 

Expediting the identification of additional entertainment precincts across Canberra’s town centres will assist in providing certainty to the community, developers and businesses, and will also help to support and further develop the night-time economy in the ACT.
	[bookmark: _Toc227765852]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc225770189][bookmark: _Toc227765853]The Committee recommends that the ACT Government provide a timeline for planning and implementation of entertainment precincts by the last sitting day prior to the 2026 annual reports hearings.



[bookmark: _Toc226711014]Gambling and Racing Commission 
The ACT Gambling and Racing Commission is an independent body that is established under section 5 of the Gambling and Racing Control Act 1999. Its functions include administering gaming laws and controlling, supervising and regulating the gaming industry.[footnoteRef:100] [100:  Gambling and Racing Control Act 1999, s 5 and 6. ] 

[bookmark: _Toc226711015]Matters considered
The Chairperson of the Gambling and Racing Commission and Acting Commissioner of Fair Trading made an appearance before the Committee on 20 November 2025. The following matters were considered: 
gambling harm incidents;
self and licensee exclusion schemes;
EGM inspections;
EGM compliance with gaming legislation and consequences for non-compliance;
difference between the definition of ‘clubs’ and ‘casinos’; and
annual reports of clubs.[footnoteRef:101] [101:  Committee Hansard, 20 November 2025, pp 128–139.] 

[bookmark: _Toc226711016]Key issues
Gaming machine non-compliance
 The Gambling and Racing Commission is responsible for overseeing an annual gaming machine compliance program as part of the Gambling Harm Minimisation Program.[footnoteRef:102] Under the program, Access Canberra undertakes compliance inspections of at least 10 percent of gaming machines across all licensed venues in the ACT.[footnoteRef:103]  [102:  ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, Annual Report 2024–25, p 12.]  [103:  ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, Annual Reports 2024–25, p 13.] 

The ACT Gambling and Racing Commission advised that 620 gaming machines across 37 venues were inspected as part of the 2024–25 Gambling Harm Minimisation Program. Of these, 143 gaming machines across 18 venues were found to be non-compliant.[footnoteRef:104] The following table provides a breakdown of the type of gaming machine non-compliance identified at venues:[footnoteRef:105] [104:  ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, answer to QTON 36, 20 November 2025 (received 8 December 2025), p 2.]  [105:  ‘Multiple instances of gaming machine non-compliance were recorded against some venues meaning the total number of instances [Count] is greater than the total number of venues found to be non-compliant.’ Source: ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, answer to QTON 36, 20 November 2025 (received 8 December 2025), p 2.] 

[image: ]
Figure 2: Type and count of gaming machine non-compliance identified through the 2024–25 Gambling Harm Minimisation program [Source: ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, answer to QTON 36, 20 November 2025 (received 8 December 2026), p 2].
The Committee queried how many machines were found to be non-compliant with approved Return To Player (RTP) ratios.[footnoteRef:106] Officials advised that 19 out of the 620 machines inspected (approximately three percent) were found to be non-compliant: [106:  RTP is defined as ‘The ratio of total wins to the total turnover in a game cycle over the potential life of the machine.’ See ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, answer to QTON 38, 20 November 2025 (received 8 December 2024), p 2.] 

Initial non-compliance was recorded at six venues, where RTP values deviated slightly from the authorisation schedule (e.g., 90.53 instead of 90.56). Importantly, all machines assessed were above the minimum RTP of 87%. 
Discrepancies with approved RTPs are generally due to human error. This may be where the licensee has completed paperwork incorrectly or the wrong game or variation is installed, or if a link is installed incorrectly by an authorised gaming machine technician. Any discrepancies where there is a question over how the error occurred are thoroughly investigated but this is the exception, not the norm.[footnoteRef:107]  [107:  ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, answer to QTON 37, 20 November 2025 (received 8 December 2025), p 2.] 

Officials advised that Access Canberra adopts an ‘Engage, Educate and Enforce’ compliance model, which prioritises proactive engagement and promotes best practice, while maintaining a focus on reducing gambling harm: 
When an inspection identifies non-compliance, Access Canberra engages directly with the licensee to discuss the findings and provide education on the steps required to achieve compliance. Licensees are given an opportunity to rectify the issues, and Access Canberra will conduct a re-inspection or request other forms of evidence to confirm that compliance has been restored. In most cases, the non-compliance is addressed promptly and satisfactorily, ensuring that gaming operations meet regulatory requirements.[footnoteRef:108] [108:  ACT Gambling and Racing Commission, answer to QTON 36, 20 November 2025 (received 8 December 2025), p 2.] 

Committee comment
Given the increase in reported gambling harm incidents (discussed above) the Committee considers it is particularly important to ensure gaming machines in licensed venues comply with relevant legislation and standards. The Committee believes additional machines should be included in the next annual inspection to further address non-compliance.
	[bookmark: _Toc227765854]Recommendation 
[bookmark: _Toc227765855]The Committee recommends that the ACT Gambling and Racing Commission consider increasing the mandated amount of gaming machine compliance inspections to above 10 percent.



[bookmark: _Toc226711017]Conclusion
The Committee would like to thank the Ministers and directorate staff who participated in this inquiry.
The Committee makes 22 recommendations.
Mr Taimus Werner-Gibbings MLA
Chair
  April 2026




[bookmark: _Toc152065918][bookmark: _Toc226711018][bookmark: A]Appendix A: Witnesses
[bookmark: _Toc226711019]Tuesday, 11 November 2025
Minister
Dr Marisa Paterson MLA, Minister for Gaming Reform
Justice and Community Safety Directorate
Mr Ray Johnson, Acting Director-General
Ms Kelly Williams, Acting Deputy Director-General
Mr Aaron Hughes, Chief Operating Officer, Corporate Services Group
Ms Dragana Cvetkovski, Chief Finance Officer, Corporate Services Group
Mr Daniel Ng, Acting Executive Group Manager, Legislation, Policy and Programs Division
Ms Nadia Marjan, Acting Executive Branch Manager, Civil & Regulatory Law Branch, Legislation, Policy and Programs Division
City and Environment Directorate
Mr Josh Rynehart, Head of Access Canberra; Acting Commissioner for Fair Trading
Gambling and Racing Commission
Ms Derise Cubin, Chief Executive Officer

[bookmark: _Toc226711020]Friday, 14 November 2025
Minister
Mr Andrew Barr MLA, Minister for Tourism and Trade
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate
Mr Jonathan Kobus, Executive Branch Manager, Tourism and Investment, Economic Development
Mr Ross Triffitt, Executive Branch Manager, Events ACT, Economic Development
Mr Brendan Smyth, Commissioner for International Engagement

[bookmark: _Toc226711021]Tuesday, 18 November 2025
Minister
Mr Andrew Barr MLA, Chief Minister; Minister for Economic Development
Mr Michael Pettersson MLA, Minister for Business, Arts, and Creative Industries
Ms Yvette Berry MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation
Infrastructure Canberra
Ms Gillian Geraghty, Director-General
Mr Ashley Cahif, Deputy Director-General
Mr Faheem Khan, Executive Group Manager, Delivery – Places and Spaces	

[bookmark: _Toc226711022]Wednesday, 19 November 2025
Minister
Ms Yvette Berry MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation
Mr Michael Pettersson MLA, Minister for Skills, Training and Industrial Relations; Minister for Business, Arts and Creative Industries
Ms Tara Cheyne MLA, Minister for the Night-Time Economy
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate
Mr Daniel Bailey, Executive Group Manager, Operations, Economic Development
Ms Kate Starick, Executive Group Manager, Policy and Strategy, Economic Development
Ms Rebecca Kelley, Executive Branch Manager, Sport and Recreation, Economic Development
Ms Karen Stewart-Moore, Executive Branch Manager, Business, Communications and Engagement, Economic Development
Ms Teresa Comacchio, Acting Executive Branch Manager, artsACT, Economic Development
Ms Georgia Hobbs, Senior Director, artsACT, Economic Development
City and Environment Directorate
Mr Bruce Fitzgerald, Deputy Director-General
Mr Josh Rynehart, Head of Access Canberra
Ms Sophie Clement, Executive Branch Manager, Infrastructure Delivery
Ms Kirra Cox, Executive Branch Manager, Strategic Policy and Programs
Mr Matthew Kamarul, Executive Branch Manager, Environment, Land and Technical regulation; Head of Environment Protection Authority
Canberra Institute of Technology
Ms Josephine Andersen, Executive Director, Education, Futures and Students
Office of Industrial Relations and Workforce Strategy
Mr Michael Young, Executive Group Manager, Work Safety Group
WorkSafe Act
Ms Jacqueline Agius, Work Health and Safety Commissioner
Mr Bill Smith, Executive Branch Manager, Compliance and Enforcement
Cultural Facilities Corporation
Ms Caroline Fulton, Acting Chief Executive Officer
[bookmark: _Toc226711023]Thursday, 20 November 2025
Gambling and Racing Commission
Mr Josh Rynehart, Head of Access Canberra, City and Environment Directorate; Acting Commissioner for Fair Trading
Ms Derise Cubin, Chief Executive Officer, Gambling and Racing Commission
Ms Laura Beacroft, Chairperson, Gambling and Racing Commission

[bookmark: _Toc226711024]Friday, 21 November 2025
Minister
Mr Andrew Barr MLA, Minster for Economic Development
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate
Ms Kate Starick, Executive Group Manager, Policy and Strategy, Economic Development
Mr Matthew Elkins, Executive Branch Manager, Venues Canberra, Economic Development
Mr Stuart Jeffress, Executive Branch Manager, National Arboretum and Stromlo Forest Park, Economic Development
[bookmark: _Toc152065921]

[bookmark: _Toc226711025][bookmark: B]Appendix B: Questions on Notice and Questions Taken on Notice
[bookmark: _Toc226711026]Questions on Notice
	No.
	Date
	Asked of
	Subject
	Response received

	1
	14/11/25
	Paterson, Marisa
	Gaming reform and Gambling advertising
	26/11/25

	2
	18/11/25
	Paterson, Marisa
	Racing Policy
	26/11/25

	3
	18/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	ACT Events Fund
	01/12/25

	4
	18/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	Major Events Fund
	02/12/25

	5
	19/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	Marketing Campaigns
	01/12/25

	6
	21/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael 
	Maintenance and Community Arts Facilities
	03/12/25

	7
	21/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Kingston Arts Precinct Consultation with Arts Organisations
	09/12/25

	8
	18/11/25
	Stephen-Smith, Rachel
	Peppercorn leases and Values for peppercorn leases
	04/12/25

	9
	20/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Aquatic centres in Tuggeranong
	10/12/25

	10
	18/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Revenue from aquatic facilities
	05/12/25

	11
	21/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Aquatic and pools need analysis
	19/12/25

	12
	21/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	Lyric Theatre Funding
	04/12/25

	13
	22/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	Infrastructure Canberra
	02/12/25

	14
	21/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Cultural Facilities Corporation - ACT UP! Program
	10/12/25

	15
	21/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Facilities Corporation - Ageing Receivables
	10/12/25

	16
	21/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Cultural Facilities Corporation - Work Experience Program
	10/12/25

	17
	21/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Cultural Facilities Corporation - Workforce
	10/12/25

	18
	21/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Cultural Facilities Corporation - First Nations Production Targets
	10/12/25

	19
	21/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Cultural Facilities Corporation - Increasing non-transport fossil fuel emissions
	10/12/25

	20
	21/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Cultural Facilities Corporation - Accountability Indicators
	10/12/25

	21
	21/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Cultural Facilities Corporation - Financial liabilities
	10/12/25

	22
	24/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Cultural Facilities Corporation - First Nations Procurement
	10/12/25

	23
	21/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Cultural Facilities Corporation - Canberra Theatre Centre
	10/12/25

	24
	19/11/25
	Cheyne, Tara
	Supporting night-time businesses and employment
	08/12/25

	25
	21/11/25
	Cheyne, Tara
	Night-time economy
	15/12/25

	26
	23/11/25
	Cheyne, Tara
	Entertainment precinct - Town Centre Timeframes
	15/12/25

	27
	23/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Indoor Sport Strategy - timeframe to deliver
	04/12/25

	28
	23/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Aquatic Strategy - delivery timeframe
	04/12/25

	29
	19/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	CIT Remedial Massage Program
	12/12/25

	30
	26/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Skills and Training and CIT Campus Tuggeranong
	12/12/25

	31
	25/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	Economic development - town centres
	09/12/25



[bookmark: _Toc152065923][bookmark: _Toc226711027]Questions Taken on Notice
	No.
	Date
	Asked of
	Subject
	Response received

	1
	14/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	ACT Events Fund - event locations
	28/11/25

	2
	14/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	ACT Events Fund - annual town centre events
	28/11/25

	3
	14/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	Events Fund - percent of new applicants
	28/11/25

	4
	14/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	Financial support for 2025 NBL Blitz versus Canberra Brave
	28/11/25

	5
	14/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	Floriade participating businesses feedback
	28/11/25

	6
	18/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Kingston Arts Precinct commencement
	03/12/25

	7
	18/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	List of Arts facility peppercorn leases
	02/12/25

	8
	18/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Maintenance and upgrades support for community centres offering arts facilities
	02/12/25

	9
	18/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Community centres offering arts facilities - Asset needs analysis
	09/12/25

	10
	18/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Maintenance and upgrades fund for arts facilities 
	02/12/25

	11
	18/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	How do arts facilities seek maintenance funding
	09/12/25

	12
	19/11/25
	Cheyne, Tara
	Cross-directorate working group agencies
	08/12/25

	13
	18/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	Big Canberra Battery lifetime cost
	04/12/05

	14
	18/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	Theatre Lane Carpark
	07/01/26

	15
	18/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	Lyric Theatre cost and specifications
	02/12/25

	16
	18/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Territory and operator maintenance responsibility
	02/12/25

	17
	18/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Dive pool feasibility study report
	10/12/25

	18
	18/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Swimming Australia Standards
	28/11/25

	19
	18/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Territory pool asset management plans
	28/11/25

	20
	18/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Lakeside Leisure Centre Timeline of Upgrades
	28/11/25

	21
	18/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Belgravia profits from each pool
	02/12/25

	22
	19/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Soil Sensors Key Sites
	02/12/25

	23
	19/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Conservation Management Plan
	02/12/25

	24
	19/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Phillip Oval Upgrades
	11/12/25

	25
	19/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Sport and Active infrastructure survey
	11/12/25

	26
	19/11/25
	Berry, Yvette
	Sport and Recreation - Southwell Park masterplan
	04/12/25

	27
	19/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	VET enrolment comparison
	10/12/25

	28
	19/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Arts Activity funding list
	12/12/25

	29
	19/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Bus Depot Markets Procurement
	12/12/25

	30
	19/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Arts sector salary surveys
	12/12/25

	31
	19/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Lanyon Arts Program students
	03/12/25

	32
	19/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	Future of Woden Totems
	12/12/25

	33
	19/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	CFC CEO status
	10/12/25

	34
	19/11/25
	Pettersson, Michael
	CFC CEO suspension time limit
	10/12/25

	36[footnoteRef:109] [109:  No QTON was allocated number 35, due to administrative error.] 

	20/11/25
	Gambling and Racing Commission
	Venues with non-compliance issues
	09/12/25

	37
	20/11/25
	Gambling and Racing Commission
	Gambling Machines non-compliance
	08/12/25

	38
	20/11/25
	Gambling and Racing Commission
	Instances of higher return to player
	08/12/25

	39
	21/11/25
	Paterson, Marisa
	Casino definition
	01/12/25

	40
	21/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	Status of land adjacent to casino
	09/12/25

	41
	21/11/25
	Barr, Andrew
	PIC equipment hire and weekend staffing rate
	02/12/25




[bookmark: _Toc133250017][bookmark: _Toc134693199][bookmark: _Toc152065924][bookmark: _Toc226711028][bookmark: C]Appendix C: Gender distribution of witnesses
Beginning in April 2023, in response to an audit by the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, Committees are collecting information on the gender of witnesses. The aim is to determine whether committee inquiries are meeting the needs, and allowing the participation of, a range of genders in the community. Participation is voluntary and there are no set responses.
	Gender indication
	Total

	Female
	17

	Male
	25

	Non-binary
	0

	Gender neutral
	0

	No data
	10
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