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Resolution of appointment

On 27 November 2012 the ACT Legislative Assembly agreed by resolution to establish legislative and general purpose standing committees to inquire into and report on matters referred to it by the Assembly or matters that are considered by the committee to be of concern to the community, including:

(e)
a Standing Committee on Planning, Environment and Territory and Municipal Services to examine matters related to planning, public works, land management, municipal and transport services, heritage and sport and recreation and matters related to all aspects of climate change policy and programs, water and energy policy and programs, provision of water and energy services, conservation, environment and ecological sustainability.
The Assembly agreed that each committee shall have power to consider and make use of the evidence and records of the relevant standing committee appointed during the previous Assembly.

Terms of reference

In relation to a draft plan variation to the Territory Plan, section 73 (2) of the Planning and Development Act 2007 states:

The Minister may, not later than 20 working days after the day the Minister receives the draft plan variation, refer the draft plan variation documents to an appropriate Committee of the Legislative Assembly together with a request that the Committee report on the draft plan variation to the Legislative Assembly.

The Minister for the Environment and Sustainable Development, Mr Simon Corbell MLA, referred draft variation to the Territory Plan No 308: Cooyong Street Urban Renewal Area to the Standing Committee on Planning, Environment and Territory and Municipal Services on 8 February 2013.
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1 Special Report
Summary of the Inquiry

1.1 On 8 February 2013, pursuant to section 73 of the Planning and Development Act 2007 (the Act), the Minister for the Environment and Sustainable Development, Mr Simon Corbell MLA, referred draft variation to the Territory Plan No 308 – Cooyong Street Urban Renewal Area, to the Standing Committee on Planning, Environment and Territory and Municipal Services (the Committee) for consideration and report to the Legislative Assembly (the Assembly).

1.2 The Committee advertised for submissions in The Canberra Times on Saturday, 9 March 2013 and The Chronicle on Tuesday, 12 March 2013, as well as directly emailing those who had provided submissions to the Environment and Sustainable Development Directorate public consultation process.  The Committee received 32 submissions which are available at: http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/in-committees/standing_committees/Planning,-Environment-and-Territory-and-Municipal-Services/DV308/submissions?inquiry=434966. 
1.3 Officials from the Environment and Sustainable Development Directorate provided the Committee with a briefing on 6 March 2013. On the same day, the Committee undertook a site visit and received additional information from officials from ESDD and the Community Services Directorate. 
1.4 At the invitation of the Executive Committee, Body Corporate, Argyle Square Stage 1, the Committee undertook a site visit around the Argyle Square complex in Reid on 22 May 2013.

1.5 The Committee held six public hearings and heard from 16 witnesses. The transcripts of proceedings are accessible at: http://www.hansard.act.gov.au/hansard/2013/comms/default.htm#planning. There were three questions taken on notice at public hearings. Answers to these questions are available on the inquiry webpage: http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/in-committees/standing_committees/Planning,-Environment-and-Territory-and-Municipal-Services/DV308?inquiry=434966. 

1.6 The Committee has been unable to agree upon a report for this inquiry. Therefore, in accordance with House of Representatives Practice
, the Committee presents this Special Report to advise it has been unable to agree upon a report, and to present a summary of its proceedings.

Mick Gentleman MLA

Chair

16 October 2013
Dissenting Report—Mr Gentleman MLA and Dr Bourke MLA
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