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Tara Cheyne MLA 
Assistant Minister for Economic Development
Minister for the Arts
Minister for Business and Better Regulation
Minister for Human Rights
Minister for Multicultural Affairs
Member for Ginninderra 										          21/33241
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Mr Jeremy Hanson CSC MLA					
Chair
Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety (Scrutiny)
ACT Legislative Assembly
London Circuit
CANBERRA  ACT  2601



Dear Mr Hanson

I refer to the Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety (Scrutiny) (the Committee) Report 3 in which the Committee examined and provided comments on Disallowable Instrument DI2021-4 (the Instrument) being the Working with Vulnerable People (Background Checking) Risk Assessment Guidelines 2021 (No 1) (the Guidelines) made under section 27(1) of the Working with Vulnerable People (Background Checking) Act 2011 (the Act).

The Committee question whether the human rights implications of the Instrument could have been more directly addressed by referencing the provisions of the Instrument rather than explanatory material for the overarching legislation. The Committee considered that the Explanatory Statement for this Instrument ought to have substantively addressed the human rights issues engaged by the Guidelines, by reference to the substantive guidelines, rather than by referring to explanatory material relating to amendments to the WWVP Act on which the new guidelines are premised.

I acknowledge that the Committee considers that the Explanatory Statement for the Instrument could have more directly addressed human rights matters. I also note the Committee’s reflection that in recent years Explanatory Statements for subordinate legislation, such as this Instrument, have increasingly addressed human rights issues to the Committee’s satisfaction. 



In light of the Committee’s comments, I will ensure that explanatory statements for future instruments for which I have responsibility will more clearly address human rights issues.  In the interim, I have attached a further analysis of the Instrument.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments to the Committee and for reinforcing the importance of human rights in the ACT. 

Sincerely






Tara Cheyne MLA 
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