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Member for Brindabella
Manager of Government Business

Minister for Police and Emergency Services
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Minister for Planning and Land Management

Minister for Urban Renewal

Mrs Giulia Jones 
Chair

Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety

ACT Legislative Assembly

London Circuit

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Mrs Jones
I write in response to the Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety – Legislative Scrutiny Committee (the Committee) Report No.13 (the Report) which was released on 06 February 2018. Specifically, this letter addresses comments made by the Committee on the Building and Construction Amendment Bill 2017 (the Bill) requiring a response. 

Incorporation of Australian Standard
The Committee commented that legislative amendments which provide for the incorporation of Australian/New Zealand standards should include information on how those standards can be accessed. It was suggested the opportunity should have been taken in amending the Electrical Safety Act to provide for greater access to the AS/NZS 3000 standard.

I refer the Committee to proposed new section 3D Inspection of electrical wiring rules in clause 7 of the Bill, which requires the Construction Occupations Registrar to keep a copy of the electrical wiring rules at the Registrar’s office, and make it available for inspection on request during normal business hours. The electrical wiring rules incorporate AS/NZS 3000 (section 3B (1)(a), clause 7). Note 1 in proposed new section 3B (1), also in clause 7, informs people of where to purchase the standard. Neither of these provisions are in the current Act. I also refer the Committee to the notes for clause 7 on page 9 of the Explanatory Statement for the Bill.  
I thank the Committee for its considered comments on the Bill. 

Yours sincerely

Mick Gentleman MLA

Minister for Planning and Land Management
[image: image2.wmf]AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
London Circuit, Canberra ACT 2601, Australia        GPO Box 1020, Canberra ACT 2601, Australia
Phone +61 2 6205 0218                                              Email gentleman@act.gov.au


