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Gordon Ramsay MLA	

Attorney-General
Minister for the Arts, Creative Industries and
  Cultural Events
Minister for Building Quality Improvement
Minister for Business and Regulatory Services 
Minister for Seniors and Veterans
Member for Ginninderra 



		
	
Mrs Giulia Jones MLA
Chair
Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety (Legislative Scrutiny Role)	
ACT Legislative Assembly
GPO Box 1020
Canberra  ACT  2601


Dear Mrs Jones,

[bookmark: _GoBack]I write in relation to comments made by the Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety (Legislation Scrutiny Role) (the Committee) in its Scrutiny Report 41 in relation to the Electronic Conveyancing National Law (ACT) Bill 2020 and the Land Titles (Electronic Conveyancing) Legislation Amendment Bill 2020.

On 7 May 2020, I spoke in support of the two Bills in the Legislative Assembly and acknowledged the Committee’s Scrutiny Report 41 comments at that time and the Government’s substantive response.

I thank the Committee for its detailed consideration of these Bills and confirm the Government’s response to the Committee, in Attachment A.


Yours sincerely

	


Gordon Ramsay MLA



ATTACHMENT A


ELECTRONIC CONVEYANCING NATIONAL LAW (ACT) BILL 2020

The Committee seeks an assurance from the Minister that any amendments to the national law that would otherwise be automatically adopted as a law in the ACT will be tabled in the Assembly at the first opportunity and an opportunity to debate those amendments provided.

The Committee draws this matter to the attention of the Assembly, and asks the Minister to respond.

The Committee noted that:
· in Scrutiny Report 40, it expressed concern the Electronic Conveyancing National Law (ACT) Bill 2020 insufficiently subjected the exercise of legislative power to Parliamentary scrutiny;
· notwithstanding the Government’s response to this issue, it remained concerned that that the Assembly may not have the opportunity to scrutinise amendments to the Electronic Conveyancing National Law where the Government does not consider it necessary to modify any amendment to ensure compatibility or otherwise.
Response:
During the debate on the Electronic Conveyancing National Law (ACT) Bill 2020 and the Land Titles (Electronic Conveyancing) Legislation Amendment Bill 2020 on 7 May 2020, I provided broader context in relation to how amendments to the Electronic Conveyancing National Law would take place:
· the ACT Government would have voted on the proposed amendment at a policy design stage;
· the amending Bills to the Electronic Conveyancing National Law will need to be in a form that is agreed by the States and Territories as giving effect to the proposed changes before it is introduced into the New South Wales Parliament;
· once passed by the New South Wales Parliament, it will be part of the Electronic Conveyancing National Law which the States and Territories have agreed to implement.
The Government provided an assurance in the Legislative Assembly on 7 May 2020, that it would table future changes to the Electronic Conveyancing National Law before they come into effect in the ACT, although would not automatically seek a debate in the Assembly on those changes.

In taking this approach, the Government will approach changes to the Electronic Conveyancing National Law in much the same way as the Government approaches changes to Australian Consumer Law.  
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