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1
The Assembly met at 10 a.m., pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker (Mrs Dunne) took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory.
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2
Infrastructure Development

Dr Bourke, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:

(1) notes the important contribution that the development and maintenance of infrastructure plays in underpinning jobs growth by creating a productive and sustainable ACT economy;

(2) recognises the importance of specific projects that are delivering on these objectives including:

(a) the significant private sector investment in the Canberra Airport;

(b) the Majura Parkway upgrade;

(c) the Enlarged Cotter Dam Project;

(d) the Constitution Avenue upgrade; 

(e) community health facilities in Tuggeranong, Belconnen and Gungahlin; and

(f) the Gungahlin Leisure Centre;

(3) notes the impact on the ACT economy of a contraction in spending by the Commonwealth; and

(4) calls on the ACT Government to continue progressing important transformative projects including:
(a) the Health Infrastructure Programme;
(b) the City to the Lake project;
(c) the Capital Metro project;
(d) the City Plan;
(e) facilitating investments in renewable energy; and
(f) the Riverview Development.

Debate ensued.

Question—put.

The Assembly voted—

	
AYES, 8
	
	
NOES, 7

	Mr Barr
	Mr Corbell
	
	Mr Coe
	Ms Lawder

	Ms Berry
	Mr Gentleman
	
	Mr Doszpot
	Mr Smyth

	Dr Bourke
	Ms Porter
	
	Mrs Dunne
	Mr Wall

	Ms Burch
	Mr Rattenbury
	
	Mrs Jones
	


And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
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Construction Sector—Fees, Levies and Charges

Mr Coe, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:

(5) notes:

(a) the Government introduced the current formula for commence and complete fees in 2008;

(b) the Government introduced the lease variation charge in 2011 at levels that were strongly criticised by industry;

(c) the Government announced in March 2014 a partial winding-back of their own changes to commence and complete fees and the lease variation charge;

(d) the Government’s “stimulus package” is an admission that their fiscal policies have failed;

(e) the lease variation charge has served as a strong disincentive for increasing density in areas designated by the Government as being appropriate for densification;

(f) numerous commercial projects have not gone ahead due to the disproportionately high commence and complete fees;

(g) the Government’s excessive fees, charges, taxes and regulations are hurting job creation and investment in the construction sector; and

(h) in February 2014, the Government opposed calls by the Opposition to significantly reduce commence and complete fees and lease variation charges; and

(6) calls on the ACT Government to:

(a) significantly and permanently reduce the lease variation charge which contradicts the Government’s infill policy and serves as a disincentive for investment;

(b) put a hold on any further increases in levies for portable long service leave;

(c) significantly and permanently reduce commence and complete fees for commercial properties;

(d) abandon the Government’s monopoly of land supply and commit to a land supply model which is accessible for builders of all business sizes;

(e) improve ACTPLA’s performance by minimising their demands and improving decision times; and

(f) simplify the Territory Plan so that it is more easily comprehended by those in the building industry and residents. 
Mr Barr (Minister for Economic Development) moved the following amendment: Omit all words after “That this Assembly”, substitute:

“(1)
notes that the ACT Government has introduced an economic stimulus package that is designed to:


(a)
provide confidence and economic stimulus for the ACT building and construction industry; and


(b)
support local jobs and target areas by providing certainty to the business community;
(2)
notes the Government’s leadership in developing a strategic and collaborative approach to the stimulus package through the construction industry, which is a significant driver of the ACT economy;

(3)
notes the strong support of the leadership taken by the ACT Government in developing the package by the Master Builders Association, Canberra Business Council, Property Council, the Chamber of Commerce, and the Housing Industry Association; and

(4)
calls on the Government to continue to work with all sectors of the community to grow the ACT economy under its business development strategy, red tape reduction, taxation reform and the Digital Canberra initiatives.”.

Debate continued.

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 74 and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for a later hour this day.
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QUESTIONS

Questions without notice were asked.
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Construction Sector—Fees, Levies and Charges—Order to Table
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion of Mr Coe, and on the amendment moved by Mr Barr (Minister for Economic Development) (see Entry 3)—

Debate resumed by Mr Smyth who moved the following amendment to Mr Barr’s proposed amendment: Add new paragraph (5):

“(5)
calls on the Government to table all documents produced to inform the Government’s review of commence and complete fees and lease variation charge by cob Thursday, 20 March 2014.”.

Debate continued.

Ms Gallagher (Chief Minister) moved the following amendment to Mr Smyth’s proposed amendment, to Mr Barr’s proposed amendment: Omit paragraph (5), substitute:

“(5)
calls on the Government to table all documents related to the changes announced by the ACT Government to commence and complete fees and lease variation charge by cob Thursday, 20 March 2014.”.

Amendment to Mr Smyth’s proposed amendment agreed to.

Mr Smyth’s amendment, as amended, to Mr Barr’s proposed amendment agreed to.

Mr Barr’s amendment, as amended, agreed to.

Debate continued.

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:

“That this Assembly:

(1)
notes that the ACT Government has introduced an economic stimulus package that is designed to:


(a)
provide confidence and economic stimulus for the ACT building and construction industry; and


(b)
support local jobs and target areas by providing certainty to the business community;
(2)
notes the Government’s leadership in developing a strategic and collaborative approach to the stimulus package through the construction industry, which is a significant driver of the ACT economy;

(3)
notes the strong support of the leadership taken by the ACT Government in developing the package by the Master Builders Association, Canberra Business Council, Property Council, the Chamber of Commerce, and the Housing Industry Association;

(4)
calls on the Government to continue to work with all sectors of the community to grow the ACT economy under its business development strategy, red tape reduction, taxation reform and the Digital Canberra initiatives; and

(5)
calls on the Government to table all documents related to the changes announced by the ACT Government to commence and complete fees and lease variation charge by cob Thursday, 20 March 2014.”—

be agreed to—put and passed.
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The Canberra Hospital—Nurse-led Walk in Centre

Mr Hanson (Leader of the Opposition), pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:

(7) notes:

(a) on 31 July 2012, Katy Gallagher said “What I will not do if I’m Chief Minister after 20 October is close the nurse-led Walk in Centre”;

(b) that, in answer to a question in the Legislative Assembly on 27 February 2014, Katy Gallagher said that the Walk in Centre at The Canberra Hospital will close; and

(c) that the Chief Minister, Katy Gallagher, was not honest with the community; and

(8) calls on the Health Minister to apologise to the community for dishonestly hiding Labor’s plans to close the Walk in Centre at The Canberra Hospital.
Debate ensued.

Question—put.

The Assembly voted—

	
AYES, 8
	
	
NOES, 9

	Mr Coe
	Ms Lawder
	
	Mr Barr
	Ms Gallagher

	Mr Doszpot
	Mr Smyth
	
	Ms Berry
	Mr Gentleman

	Mrs Dunne
	Mr Wall
	
	Dr Bourke
	Ms Porter

	Mr Hanson
	
	
	Ms Burch
	Mr Rattenbury

	Mrs Jones
	
	
	Mr Corbell
	


And so it was negatived.
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National Education Reform Agreement

Mr Gentleman, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:

(9) notes:

(a) that the ACT Government signed an agreement with the Commonwealth Government on 30 May 2013 to give effect to the National Education Reform Agreement, a six year funding agreement for education in the ACT;

(b) that the ACT Government is fully committed to implementing this agreement as stipulated in the Heads of Agreement signed by the Chief Minister and the Prime Minister;

(c) that rolling out education reform, as planned through the National Education Reform Agreement, is the best way to provide for the future of the children of the ACT and Australia;

(d) that the National Plan for School Improvement, as part of the National Education Reform Agreement, will improve Australian education through five areas of reform: quality teaching, quality learning, meeting student need, empowering school leadership, and transparency and accountability; and

(e) the failure of the Commonwealth Government to provide funding certainty by guaranteeing the six years of funding set out in the agreement; and

(10) calls on the ACT Government to continue to:
(a) implement the National Education Reform Agreement and the National Plan for School Improvement, as agreed to with the Commonwealth, to achieve positive outcomes for the students of the ACT;

(b) seek Commonwealth Government commitment to the full six years of funding agreed in the Heads of Agreement;

(c) invest in education in the ACT to provide better opportunities for our children; and

(d) work towards the continuing improvement of results for ACT students. 
Debate ensued.
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Adjournment negatived: It being 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do now adjourn.

Ms Burch (Minister Education and Training) requiring the question to be put forthwith without debate—

Question—put and negatived.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}
Question—put.

The Assembly voted—

	
AYES, 9
	
	
NOES, 8

	Mr Barr
	Ms Gallagher
	
	Mr Coe
	Ms Lawder

	Ms Berry
	Mr Gentleman
	
	Mr Doszpot
	Mr Smyth

	Dr Bourke
	Ms Porter
	
	Mrs Dunne
	Mr Wall

	Ms Burch
	Mr Rattenbury
	
	Mr Hanson
	

	Mr Corbell
	
	
	Mrs Jones
	


And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
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Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation

Mr Wall, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:

(11) notes:

(a) that Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation provides a place to gather for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth and their families, along with numerous services and programs aimed at enhancing the wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth in the ACT;
(b) that Gugan Gulwan has successfully provided drop in services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth for many years;

(c) that changes made by the ACT Government to the delivery of the youth support program in 2012 resulted in the closure of a number of youth drop in centres across the ACT;

(d) that these closures resulted in an increase in demand for services at Gugan Gulwan from both Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth; and

(e) the current Gugan Gulwan premises at Wanniassa is unable to cope with the increase in demand for services due to insufficient physical space; and

(12) calls on the ACT Government to investigate options for providing additional space for the Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation and report on the results of this investigation to the Assembly by the end of April 2014.
Debate ensued.

Ms Burch (Minister for Disability, Children and Young People), by leave, moved the following amendments together:

(1)
Omit paragraph (1)(c).
(2)
Omit paragraph (1)(d), substitute:


“(d)
the increase in demand for services at Gugan Gulwan from both Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth; and”.
(3)
Omit paragraph (2), substitute:
“(2)
calls on the ACT Government to continue to investigate options for providing additional space for the Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation and report on the results of this investigation to the Assembly by the end of April 2014.”.

Amendments agreed to.

Debate continued.

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:

“That this Assembly:

(1)
notes:


(a)
that Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation provides a place to gather for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth and their families, along with numerous services and programs aimed at enhancing the wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth in the ACT;

(b)
that Gugan Gulwan has successfully provided drop in services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth for many years;

(c)
the increase in demand for services at Gugan Gulwan from both Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth; and

(d)
the current Gugan Gulwan premises at Wanniassa is unable to cope with the increase in demand for services due to insufficient physical space; and
(2)
calls on the ACT Government to continue to investigate options for providing additional space for the Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation and report on the results of this investigation to the Assembly by the end of April 2014.”—

be agreed to—put and passed.
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ADJOURNMENT

Ms Burch (Minister for Education and Training) moved—That the Assembly do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.

Question—put and passed.

And then the Assembly, at 6.40 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10 a.m.

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting.

Tom Duncan

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly
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