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	1	The Assembly met at 10 am, pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Ms Burch) took the Chair and made the following acknowledgement of country in the Ngunnawal language:
Dhawura nguna, dhawura Ngunnawal.
Yanggu ngalawiri, dhunimanyin Ngunnawalwari dhawurawari.
Nginggada Dindi dhawura Ngunnaawalbun yindjumaralidjinyin.
This is Ngunnawal Country.
Today we are gathering on Ngunnawal country.
We always pay respect to Elders, female and male, and Ngunnawal country.
The Speaker asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory.
	2	LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MEMBER
Mr Gentleman moved—That leave of absence be granted to Mr Barr (Chief Minister) for today and tomorrow due to ministerial council responsibilities.
Question—put and passed.
	3	PETITION OUT-OF-ORDER—PAPERS AND STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
Miss Nuttall, by leave, presented the following paper:
Petition which does not conform with the standing orders—Canberra United Football team—Support—Miss Nuttall (5395 signatures)— 
and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper.
Ms Berry (Minister for Sport and Recreation), by leave, also made a statement in relation to the paper and, by leave, presented the following paper:
Petition which does not conform with the standing orders—Canberra United Football team—Support from ACT Labor MLAs—Ms Berry (8 signatures).
Ms Orr, by leave, also made a statement in relation to the paper.
	4	2023-2024 HIGH-RISK WEATHER SEASON—SUMMARY—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—PAPER NOTED
Mr Gentleman (Minister for Fire and Emergency Services) made a ministerial statement concerning the summary of the 2023-2024 high-risk weather season and presented the following paper:
Summary of 2023-2024 High-risk weather season—Ministerial statement, 10 April 2024.
Mr Gentleman moved—That the Assembly take note of the paper.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
	5	ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE CHANGE AND BIODIVERSITY—STANDING COMMITTEE—CONSIDERATION OF STATUTORY APPOINTMENTS—STATEMENT BY CHAIR—PAPER
Dr Paterson (Chair), pursuant to standing order 246A and Continuing Resolution 5A, made a statement concerning consideration of statutory appointments by the Standing Committee on Environment, Climate Change and Biodiversity.
Paper: Dr Paterson, pursuant to Continuing Resolution 5A, presented the following paper:
Environment, Climate Change and Biodiversity—Standing Committee—Schedule of Statutory Appointments—10th Assembly—Period 1 July to 31 December 2023.
	6	EDUCATION AND CARE SERVICES NATIONAL LAW (A.C.T.) AMENDMENT BILL 2024
Ms Berry (Minister for Early Childhood Development), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Education and Care Services National Law (ACT) Act 2011, and for other purposes.
Paper:  Ms Berry presented the following paper:
Explanatory statement to the Bill, incorporating a compatibility statement, pursuant to section 37 of the Human Rights Act 2004.
Title read by Clerk.
Ms Berry moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle.
Debate adjourned (Ms Lee—Leader of the Opposition) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.
	7	CRIMES (DISCLOSURE) LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2024
Mr Rattenbury (Attorney-General), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend legislation about the prosecution of crimes, court proceedings, and for other purposes.
Paper:  Mr Rattenbury presented the following paper:
Explanatory statement to the Bill, incorporating a compatibility statement, pursuant to section 37 of the Human Rights Act 2004.
Title read by Clerk.
Mr Rattenbury moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle.
Debate adjourned (Mr Cain) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.
	8	HEALTH (IMPROVED ABORTION ACCESS) AMENDMENT BILL 2024
Ms Stephen-Smith (Minister for Health), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Health Act 1993, and for other purposes.
Paper:  Ms Stephen-Smith presented the following paper:
Explanatory statement to the Bill, incorporating a compatibility statement, pursuant to section 37 of the Human Rights Act 2004.
Title read by Clerk.
Ms Stephen-Smith moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle.
Debate adjourned (Ms Castley) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.
	9	PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2024
Ms Stephen-Smith (Acting Minister for Planning), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend legislation about planning and the environment, and for other purposes.
Paper:  Ms Stephen-Smith presented the following paper:
Explanatory statement to the Bill, incorporating a compatibility statement, pursuant to section 37 of the Human Rights Act 2004.
Title read by Clerk.
Ms Stephen-Smith moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle.
Debate adjourned (Mr Cain) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.
	10	CRIMES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2023
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—
Debate resumed.
Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put and passed.
Leave granted to dispense with the detail stage.
Question—That this Bill be agreed to—put and passed.
	11	LIQUOR (NIGHT-TIME ECONOMY) AMENDMENT BILL 2024
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—
Debate resumed.
Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put and passed.

Detail Stage
Bill, by leave, taken as a whole—
On the motion of Ms Cheyne (Minister for Government Services and Regulatory Reform), her amendment No 1 (see Schedule 1) was made.
Paper: Ms Cheyne presented a supplementary explanatory statement to the Government’s amendment.
Bill, as a whole, as amended, agreed to.

Question—That this Bill, as amended, be agreed to—put and passed.
	12	CEMETERIES AND CREMATORIA AMENDMENT BILL 2024
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—
Debate resumed.
Paper: Ms Cheyne (Minister for City Services) presented a revised explanatory statement to the Bill.
Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put and passed.
Leave granted to dispense with the detail stage.
Question—That this Bill be agreed to—put and passed.
	13	MINISTERIAL ARRANGEMENTS
Ms Berry (Deputy Chief Minister) informed the Assembly of the absence of the Chief Minister and Minister Steel, and advised the Assembly that questions without notice normally directed to the Chief Minister and Treasurer could be directed to Ms Berry, while those normally directed to the Minister for Tourism and the Minister for Trade, Investment and Economic Development could be directed to Minister Cheyne, and those normally directed to the Minister for Climate Action could be directed to Minister Rattenbury.
Further, she advised that questions without notice normally directed to the Minister for Planning and the Minister for Skills and Training could be directed to Minister Gentleman, while questions without notice normally directed to the Special Minister of State could be directed to Minister Stephen-Smith and those normally directed to the Minister for Transport could be directed to Minister Cheyne.
	14	QUESTIONS
Questions without notice were asked.
	15	TRANSPORT CANBERRA FLEET—TRANSITION TO ZERO EMISSIONS
Mr Parton, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:
notes that:
(a)	the Parliamentary and Governing Agreement for the 10th Assembly states that the Government will continue to transition Canberra’s entire public bus fleet to zero emissions by buying 90 battery electric buses in the next term;
(b)	as of 8 April, there are currently 12 Battery Electric buses in route service with Transport Canberra;
(c)	the Transport Minister loudly announced in November, with associated photo opportunities and media stories, that four new Custom Denning Electric buses had arrived in Canberra and would be soon on the road;
(d)	there are ongoing delays to the entry into service of the four Custom Denning Element 2 Battery Electric Buses, with no clear entry into service date in sight;
(e)	this Government fails to take its own bus fleet electrification targets seriously; and
(f)	there are still several non-compliant Renault Diesel buses in service with Transport Canberra, over a year after they were meant to be retired; and
calls on the ACT Government to
(a)	genuinely commit to its own electrification targets;
(b)	stop misleading Canberrans by saying that there are 106 electric buses on the road when there are only 12; and
(c)	remove the signage from the offending buses stating there are 106 electric buses in service.
Debate ensued.
Ms Cheyne (Acting Minister for Transport) moved the following amendment: Omit all text after “That this Assembly” and substitute:
“(1)	notes that:
(a) the ACT Government is committed to achieving net zero emissions by 2045, including the transition to a complete zero-emissions public transport fleet by 2040;
(b) the ACT Government released the Zero Emissions Transition Plan for Transport Canberra in 2020 and the delivery of some initiatives under the Plan have been impacted by the global COVID-19 pandemic and supply chain and market issues;
(c) the ACT Government has delivered Light Rail Stage 1 City to Gungahlin which has consistently resulted in, on average, 20% of public transport trips being powered by 100% renewable energy since operations commenced April 2019;
(d) as of 10 April:
(i)	12 Yutong battery electric buses are in service in the Transport Canberra Fleet and are operating out of Tuggeranong Bus Depot;
(ii)	4 Custom Denning battery electric buses have been delivered and are currently completing a thorough commissioning process before operating from Belconnen Bus Depot; and
(iii)	a contract for the delivery of another 90 Yutong battery electric buses was executed on 25 May 2023, with these buses to operate from the new Woden Bus Depot which will commence operations early 2025;
(e) the ACT Government is progressing with the construction of the New Woden Bus Depot, retrofitting of the Belconnen and Tuggeranong depots with electric charging infrastructure, and feasibility studies for a fourth electric depot on the Northside of Canberra to support the growing electric bus fleet; and
(f) the ACT Government has released the Active Travel Plan 2024-2030 which focusses on making it safer, accessible, more convenient and more pleasant to choose walking, cycling and other types of active travel to support a shift to more sustainable forms of transport; and
1. calls on ACT Government to:
(a) continue to build an integrated city-wide public transport network, combining mass-transit light rail, bus services and active travel infrastructure as outlined in the ACT Transport Strategy;
(b) continue to progress with Light Rail Stage 2B to Woden creating thousands of local jobs to provide a public transport service powered by 100% renewable energy to more Canberrans;
(c) continue to transition the Transport Canberra fleet to zero emission vehicles and undertake the planning required to support timely and ongoing fleet renewal and future growth as soon as possible; and
(d) continue to advertise public transport and active travel as more sustainable ways to commute around Canberra.”.
Debate continued.
Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put.
The Assembly voted—
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And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:
“That this Assembly:
(1)	notes that:
2. the ACT Government is committed to achieving net zero emissions by 2045, including the transition to a complete zero-emissions public transport fleet by 2040;
(f) the ACT Government released the Zero Emissions Transition Plan for Transport Canberra in 2020 and the delivery of some initiatives under the Plan have been impacted by the global COVID-19 pandemic and supply chain and market issues;
(g) the ACT Government has delivered Light Rail Stage 1 City to Gungahlin which has consistently resulted in, on average, 20% of public transport trips being powered by 100% renewable energy since operations commenced April 2019;
(h) as of 10 April:
(i)	12 Yutong battery electric buses are in service in the Transport Canberra Fleet and are operating out of Tuggeranong Bus Depot;
(ii)	4 Custom Denning battery electric buses have been delivered and are currently completing a thorough commissioning process before operating from Belconnen Bus Depot; and
(iii)	a contract for the delivery of another 90 Yutong battery electric buses was executed on 25 May 2023, with these buses to operate from the new Woden Bus Depot which will commence operations early 2025;
(i) the ACT Government is progressing with the construction of the New Woden Bus Depot, retrofitting of the Belconnen and Tuggeranong depots with electric charging infrastructure, and feasibility studies for a fourth electric depot on the Northside of Canberra to support the growing electric bus fleet; and
(j) the ACT Government has released the Active Travel Plan 2024-2030 which focusses on making it safer, accessible, more convenient and more pleasant to choose walking, cycling and other types of active travel to support a shift to more sustainable forms of transport; and
1. calls on ACT Government to:
(a) continue to build an integrated city-wide public transport network, combining mass-transit light rail, bus services and active travel infrastructure as outlined in the ACT Transport Strategy;
(b) continue to progress with Light Rail Stage 2B to Woden creating thousands of local jobs to provide a public transport service powered by 100% renewable energy to more Canberrans;
(c) continue to transition the Transport Canberra fleet to zero emission vehicles and undertake the planning required to support timely and ongoing fleet renewal and future growth as soon as possible; and
(d) continue to advertise public transport and active travel as more sustainable ways to commute around Canberra.”—
be agreed to—put and passed.
	16	PRIMARY HEALTH CARE
Ms Castley, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:
1. notes that:
(a)	there is a crisis in the provision of primary care in the ACT;
(b)	the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners 2023 Health of the Nation report found that:
(i)	64 percent of practising GPs are considering reducing the time they spend practising or are considering stopping practise altogether;
(ii)	regulatory and compliance burden and burnout are the dominant issues leading to GPs considering reducing or ceasing practising;
(iii)	29 percent of GPs intend to retire in the next five years, resulting in a net premature loss of 24 percent of all practising GPs; and
(iv)	fewer graduates are choosing to specialise in General Practice each year;
(c)	in 2022 the ACT had the lowest ratio of GPs to 100,000 people of any major Australian city;
(d)	Canberrans themselves are finding it harder to access a GP. In 2020, five percent of Canberrans found it hard to access GP services, in 2023 this has risen to 19 percent;
(e)	in the ACT only 3.4 percent of GPs bulk bill – the lowest bulk billing rate in mainland Australia. The average out-of-pocket cost to see a GP who doesn’t bulk bill is almost $50 for a standard 15-minute consultation – again the highest in mainland Australia and way above the national average of $41.70; and
(f)	many practices in Canberra have stopped taking new patients. Canberrans are putting off seeing a doctor, spending longer in consultations on multiple issues, or going to emergency departments;
further notes that:
(a)	in this dire and worsening environment for general practice the ACT Government has adopted a NSW Court of Appeal decision which found that payroll tax is applicable to medical centres that contract GPs;
(b)	this “sick tax” could cost Canberra medical practices on average an extra $50,000 per year. It has inevitably been passed onto Canberran consumers; and
(c)	payroll tax exemptions and amnesties available to GP clinics in a number of other states make the ACT even less competitive as a place to set up a practice; and
calls on the ACT Government, by 30 June 2024, to present a plan to address the crisis in primary care in the ACT.
Debate ensued.
Papers: Ms Stephen-Smith (Minister for Health) presented the following papers:
Medicare Funding—
Bulk-billing incentives—Budget cut—Impact on access to bulk billing in the ACT—Copy of letter to the Federal Minister for Health from the ACT Minister for Health, dated 10 February 2020.
Budget 2023-24—Building a stronger Medicare—Summary of package—Brochure, prepared by the Federal Department of Health and Aged Care, undated.
Debate continued.
Question—That the motion be agreed to—put.
The Assembly voted—
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And so it was negatived.
	17	MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS
Members’ statements were made.
	18	ADJOURNMENT
Mr Gentleman (Manager of Government Business) moved—That the Assembly do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
And then the Assembly, at 4.50 pm, adjourned until tomorrow at 10 am.

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE:  All Members were present at some time during the sitting, except Mr Barr* and Mr Steel*.
*on leave.
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LIQUOR (NIGHT-TIME ECONOMY) AMENDMENT BILL 2023  
Amendment circulated by the Minister for Government Services and Regulatory Reform  


Clause 2
Page 2, line 3—
omit clause 2, substitute
2	Commencement
This Act (other than the provisions mentioned in subsection (2)) commences on the day after its notification day.
Note	The naming and commencement provisions automatically commence on the notification day (see Legislation Act, s 75 (1)).
The following provisions commence on a day fixed by the Minister by written notice:
sections 9 to 17
sections 19 to 22
section 24.
Note 1	A single day or time may be fixed, or different days or times may be fixed, for the commencement of different provisions (see Legislation Act, s 77 (1)). 
Note 2	If a provision has not commenced within 6 months beginning on the notification day, it automatically commences on the first day after that period (see Legislation Act, s 79).
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