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Shane Rattenbury MLA	

Minister for Climate Change and Sustainability
Minister for Corrections and Justice Health
Minister for Justice, Consumer Affairs and Road Safety
Minister for Mental Health 
Member for Kurrajong 



		
	
Ms Elizabeth Lee MLA
Chair
Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety (Legislative Scrutiny Role)
ACT Legislative Assembly 
GPO Box 1020
CANBERRA  ACT  2601


Dear Ms Lee 

I refer to the comments made by the Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety (Legislative Scrutiny Role) in its Scrutiny Report 20 published on 7 August 2018, in relation to:
· DI2018-138 Agents (Fees) Determination 2018
· DI2018-140 Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration (Fees) Determination 2018
· DI2018-142 Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)(Enforcement)(Fees) Determination 2018
· DI2018-143 Co-operatives National Law (ACT)(Fees) Determination 2018
· DI2018-144 Prostitution (Fees) Determination 2018 
· DI2018-145 Registration of Deeds (Fees) Determination 2018
· DI2018-146 Retirement Villages (Fees) Determination 2018
· DI-2018-147 Traders (Licensing)(Fees) Determination 2018

I apologise for the delay in responding to the Committee. 

The Committee has sought my advice about the reasons for the fee increases and commented that the explanatory statements for these instruments do not meet the technical or stylistic standards expected by the Committee. 

In the 2018-19 Budget, the Government agreed that a 4 per cent indexation rate would apply until the end of 2018-19 for regulatory fees and charges. This indexation rate has been applied to the fees and charges in these determinations and rounded to an appropriate value. 








I agree with the Committee that disallowable instruments that determine fees for the purposes of various Acts need to comply with the Committee’s document titled Subordinate legislation – Technical and Stylistic standards – Tips/Traps. I note that this includes an indication of fee increases either in the instrument itself or in the Explanatory Statement, as well as:
a. The amount of the ‘old’ and ‘new’ fees, if there is any
b. Percentage increase and reason for any increase
c. The basis of rounding
d. By whom the fee is payable
e. To whom the fee is to be paid. 

I have asked the Justice and Community Safety Directorate to work with relevant administrative units including Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate to adopt a consistent approach to preparing fee determinations. 

I thank the Committee for raising these issues with me. 

Yours sincerely



Shane Rattenbury MLA
Minister for Justice, Consumer Affairs and Road Safety
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