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Rachel Stephen-Smith MLA 
Minister for Health
Minister for Families and Community Services
Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs
Member for Kurrajong
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Mr Jeremy Hanson, MLA
Chair
Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety (Legislative Scrutiny Role)
CANBERRA  ACT  2601


Dear Mr Hanson

Thank you for the Scrutiny Report No. 11 of 19 November 2021 and the Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety’s (the Committee) comments on the Public Health Amendment Bill 2021. 
I thank the Committee for its consideration of the Public Health Amendment Bill 2021. The Committee noted its concern that a situation could arise whereby a person may be subject to a strict liability offence without the relevant details (in the form of a direction) being published on the ACT Legislation Register. 
The Committee therefore sought confirmation that all directions currently in force, that may potentially fall within the meaning of a COVID-19 direction for the purpose of the new offence, have been published on the ACT Legislation Register.
I am pleased to confirm that, to date, all such directions have been published on the ACT Legislation Register as a matter of transparency and public information prior to their application. Publication of directions will continue to occur in this manner to ensure the scenario outlined by the Committee cannot occur.
I trust that this information addresses the Committee’s comments. 
Yours sincerely



Rachel Stephen-Smith MLA actchiefminister
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