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Member for Brindabella
Manager of Government Business
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Minister for Planning and Land Management

Minister for Urban Renewal

Mrs Giulia Jones 
Chair

Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety

ACT Legislative Assembly

London Circuit

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Mrs Jones
I write in response to the Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety (Legislative Scrutiny Role) (the Committee) Scrutiny Report No.14 (the Report) which was released on 19 February 2018. Specifically, this letter addresses comments made by the Committee on DI2017-287 being the Construction Occupations (Licensing) Interval Metering Transitional Code of Practice 2017. 

The Committee has asked whether free public access can be provided to AS/NZS 3000 and, if not, why not. 
Under section 3B(1)(a) of the Electricity Safety Act 1971 (the Act), the definition of electrical wiring rules adopts AS/NZS 3000. New section 3D (Inspection of electrical wiring rules) of the Act, inserted by the Building and Construction Legislation Amendment Act 2018 on 2 March 2018, requires the Construction Occupations Registrar to keep a copy of the electrical wiring rules at the Registrar’s office, and make it available for inspection on request during normal business hours. I understand free public access to Australian Standards is also provided to members of some libraries, such as the National Library of Australia.  

I also note the Committee’s comments that the standard is not currently available for purchase from SAI Global. The internet page referred to in the Report is a general information page for the standard and indicates that the 2018 update is yet to be released. It invites people to register for an alert when the new version is released. The current version of the standard remains available for purchase. Note 1 in subsection 3B (1) of the Act provides that AS/NZS 3000 may be purchased from https://www.standards.org.au/. This website has a direct link to SAI Global’s online shop.  
The ACT Government is limited legally in its ability to provide further free public access to the standard as it does not own the copyright or rights for republication. 

I thank the Committee for its considered comments on the Disallowable Instrument. I trust this information is of assistance. 
Yours sincerely

Mick Gentleman MLA

Minister for Planning and Land Management
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