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1
The Assembly met at 10 a.m., pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker (Mrs Dunne) took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}


2
Administration and Procedure—Standing Committee—reference—Report consideration Standing Orders—Reporting date—Amendment to resolution
Mr Smyth (Chair), by leave, moved—That the resolution of the Assembly of 28 November 2013 referring standing orders relating to consideration of reports by Assembly committees to the Standing Committee on Administration and Procedure be amended by omitting the words “by the last sitting day in February 2014” and substituting “by the last sitting day in March 2014”.

Question—put and passed.

{DPS, "PFStart", "CTeeReport_Noted"}


3
Regional Development—Select Committee—Special REPORT—report noted—Order to Table
Ms Berry (Chair), pursuant to order, presented the following report:

Regional Development—Select Committee—Special Report, dated February 2014, together with a copy of the extracts of the relevant minutes of proceedings—

and moved—That the report be noted.

Debate ensued.

Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) moved the following amendment: Add:

“and that the Committee Chair, before the Assembly rises today, table the Chair’s draft and the alternative draft that was considered by the Committee”.

Debate continued.

Amendment agreed to.

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:
“That the report be noted and that the Committee Chair, before the Assembly rises today, table the Chair’s draft and the alternative draft that was considered by the Committee.”—

be agreed to—put and passed.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}
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4
Development of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Agreement—Paper and MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—PAPER NOTED

Mr Rattenbury (Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs) presented the following paper:

Development of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Agreement—Ministerial statement, 27 February 2014.

Mr Rattenbury moved—That the Assembly takes note of the paper.

Question—put and passed.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}

{DPS, "PFStart", "EB_PresentBill_OnNotice"}


5
Lifetime Care and Support (Catastrophic Injuries) Bill 2014

Mr Barr (Treasurer), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to provide a scheme for the lifetime care and support of people who have been catastrophically injured, and for other purposes.

Papers: Mr Barr presented the following papers:

Explanatory statement to the Bill.

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Barr moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Smyth) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}
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6
Electricity Feed-in (Large-scale Renewable Energy Generation) Amendment Bill 2014

Mr Corbell (Minister for the Environment and Sustainable Development), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Electricity Feed-in (Large-scale Renewable Energy Generation) Act 2011.

Papers: Mr Corbell presented the following papers:

Explanatory statement to the Bill.

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement.

ACT Solar Auction Review—

Summary Report—ACT Government, Environment and Sustainable Development Directorate, dated October 2013—Prepared by Sinclair Knight Merz

Government response.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Corbell moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Ms Lawder) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}
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7
Rail Safety National Law (A.C.T.) Bill 2014

Mr Corbell (Attorney-General), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to provide for a national system of rail safety, and for other purposes.

Papers: Mr Corbell presented the following papers:

Explanatory statement to the Bill.

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Corbell moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Coe) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}
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8
Construction and Energy Efficiency Legislation Amendment Bill 2014

Mr Corbell (Minister for the Environment and Sustainable Development), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend legislation about construction and energy efficiency.

Papers: Mr Corbell presented the following papers:

Explanatory statement to the Bill.

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Corbell moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Coe) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}
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9
Corrections and Sentencing Legislation Amendment Bill 2014

Mr Rattenbury (Minister for Corrections), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend legislation about corrections and sentencing.

Papers: Mr Rattenbury presented the following papers:

Explanatory statement to the Bill.

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Rattenbury moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Wall) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}
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10
Estimates 2014-2015—Select Committee—Establishment

Mr Smyth, pursuant to notice, moved—That:

(1) a Select Committee on Estimates 2014-2015 be appointed to examine the expenditure proposals contained in the Appropriation Bill 2014‑2015, the Appropriation (Office of the Legislative Assembly) Bill 2014-2015 and any revenue estimates proposed by the Government in the 2014-2015 Budget and prepare a report to the Assembly;

(2) in keeping with Continuing Resolution 8A, the committee be composed of:

(a) two Members to be nominated by the Government; and

(b) three Members to be nominated by the Opposition;

to be notified in writing to the Speaker by 4 pm today;

(3) an Opposition Member shall be elected chair of the committee by the committee;

(4) funds be provided by the Assembly to permit the engagement of external expertise to work with the committee to facilitate the analysis of the Budget and the preparation of the report of the committee;

(5) the committee is to report by Tuesday, 5 August 2014;

(6) if the Assembly is not sitting when the committee has completed its inquiry, the committee may send its report to the Speaker or, in the absence of the Speaker, to the Deputy Speaker, who is authorised to give directions for its printing, publishing and circulation; and

(7) the foregoing provisions of this resolution, so far as they are inconsistent with the standing orders, have effect notwithstanding anything contained in the standing orders.

Mr Barr (Treasurer) moved the following amendment: Omit subparagraph (2)(b), substitute:

“(b)
two Members to be nominated by the Opposition;

to be notified in writing to the Speaker by 4pm today;”.

Debate continued.

Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put.

The Assembly voted—

	
AYES, 9
	
	
NOES, 8

	Mr Barr
	Ms Gallagher
	
	Mr Coe
	Ms Lawder

	Ms Berry
	Mr Gentleman
	
	Mr Doszpot
	Mr Smyth

	Dr Bourke
	Ms Porter
	
	Mrs Dunne
	Mr Wall

	Ms Burch
	Mr Rattenbury
	
	Mr Hanson
	

	Mr Corbell
	
	
	Mrs Jones
	


And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:

“That:

(8) a Select Committee on Estimates 2014-2015 be appointed to examine the expenditure proposals contained in the Appropriation Bill 2014‑2015, the Appropriation (Office of the Legislative Assembly) Bill 2014-2015 and any revenue estimates proposed by the Government in the 2014-2015 Budget and prepare a report to the Assembly;

(9) in keeping with Continuing Resolution 8A, the committee be composed of:

(a) two Members to be nominated by the Government; and
(b) two Members to be nominated by the Opposition; 


to be notified in writing to the Speaker by 4 pm today;

(10) an Opposition Member shall be elected chair of the committee by the committee;

(11) funds be provided by the Assembly to permit the engagement of external expertise to work with the committee to facilitate the analysis of the Budget and the preparation of the report of the committee; 

(12) the committee is to report by Tuesday, 5 August 2014;

(13) if the Assembly is not sitting when the committee has completed its inquiry, the committee may send its report to the Speaker or, in the absence of the Speaker, to the Deputy Speaker, who is authorised to give directions for its printing, publishing and circulation; and

(14) the foregoing provisions of this resolution, so far as they are inconsistent with the standing orders, have effect notwithstanding anything contained in the standing orders.”—

be agreed to—put and passed.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}


11
Capital Metro Agency—Appearance OF OFFICIALS AND MINISTERS before Relevant Assembly Committees

Mr Coe, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:

(15) notes:

(a) the Government’s proposed construction of light rail is likely to be the Territory Government’s largest ever capital works project;

(b) the Assembly and taxpayers should be regularly updated about the progress of the project; and

(c) Members of the Assembly should have more opportunities to ask the Minister and Capital Metro Agency officials about the project;

(16) refers to the Standing Committee on Planning, Environment and Territory and Municipal Services for inquiry and report by the last sitting day of the 8th Parliament, the issue of light rail in the ACT, including:

(a) progress and process of awarding contracts;

(b) Government decisions made regarding the project;

(c) expenditure on light rail and associated works;

(d) future light rail expansion and operations;

(e) impact on the environment and other forms of transport; and

(f) any other relevant matter; and

(17) the inquiry’s public hearings should occur in March and August each year with witnesses to include representatives of Capital Metro, the Minister responsible for Capital Metro, and any other Minister and Agency requested by the Committee.
Mr Corbell (Minister for the Environment and Sustainable Development) moved the following amendment: Omit paragraphs (2) and (3), substitute:

“(2)
agrees that:


(a)
at both the annual reports hearings and the estimates hearings, the relevant standing or select committee provide for a period of at least 2 hours to question the Capital Metro Agency, if required; and

(b)
officials from the Capital Metro Agency and relevant Ministers should be available for an additional 3.5 hours in 2014 for a public hearing before the Standing Committee on Planning, Environment and Territory and Municipal Services to discuss the Capital Metro project.”.
Debate continued.
Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put.

The Assembly voted—

	
AYES, 9
	
	
NOES, 8

	Mr Barr
	Ms Gallagher
	
	Mr Coe
	Ms Lawder

	Ms Berry
	Mr Gentleman
	
	Mr Doszpot
	Mr Smyth

	Dr Bourke
	Ms Porter
	
	Mrs Dunne
	Mr Wall

	Ms Burch
	Mr Rattenbury
	
	Mr Hanson
	

	Mr Corbell
	
	
	Mrs Jones
	


And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:

“That this Assembly:

(1)
notes:


(a)
the Government’s proposed construction of light rail is likely to be the Territory Government’s largest ever capital works project;

(b)
the Assembly and taxpayers should be regularly updated about the progress of the project; and


(c)
Members of the Assembly should have more opportunities to ask the Minister and Capital Metro Agency officials about the project; and
(2)
agrees that:


(a)
at both the annual reports hearings and the estimates hearings, the relevant standing or select committee provide for a period of at least 2 hours to question the Capital Metro Agency, if required; and

(b)
officials from the Capital Metro Agency and relevant Ministers should be available for an additional 3.5 hours in 2014 for a public hearing before the Standing Committee on Planning, Environment and Territory and Municipal Services to discuss the Capital Metro project.”—
be agreed to—put and passed.

{DPS, "PFStart", "LA_QuestionTime"}


12
QUESTIONS

Questions without notice were asked.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}
{DPS, "PFStart", "OrdertoTable"}


13
Regional Development—Select Committee—Chair’s Draft and Alternative Draft Reports—Papers—STatements by Members—Statement by Minister—publication of papers

Ms Berry (Chair), pursuant to order, presented the following papers—

Regional Development—Select Committee—

Chair’s Draft, dated November 2013.

Alternative Draft, dated November 2013.

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the papers.

Mr Smyth and Ms Gallagher (Chief Minister), by leave, also made statements in relation to the papers.

Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business), by leave, moved—That the papers be authorised for publication.

Question—put and passed.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}
{DPS, "PFStart", "Papers - Legislation Program"}


14
LEGISLATION PROGRAM—Autumn 2014—Key Themes and Priority Bills—PAPER AND STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Ms Gallagher (Chief Minister) presented the following paper:

Legislation Program—Autumn 2014—Key themes and priority bills—

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}
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15
PRESENTATION OF PAPER

Ms Gallagher (Minister for Health) presented the following paper:

Gene Technology Act, pursuant to subsection 136A(3)—Operations of the Gene Technology Regulator—Quarterly report—1 April to 30 June 2013, dated 26 September 2013.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}
{DPS, "PFStart", "Papers – Presentation of"}


16
PRESENTATION OF PAPER

Mr Barr (Treasurer) presented the following paper:

Financial Management Act—Instruments, including a statement of reasons, pursuant to section 18A—Authorisation of expenditure from the Treasurer’s Advance to the Legal Aid Commission (ACT), dated 14 February 2014.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}


17
Public Accounts—Standing Committee—Inquiry—Auditor‑General’s Report 5/2013—Bushfire Preparedness—GOVERNMENT SUBMISSION—PAPER AND STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Mr Corbell (Attorney-General) presented the following paper:

Public Accounts—Standing Committee—Inquiry—Auditor-General’s Report 5/2013—Bushfire Preparedness—Government submission—

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper.

{DPS, "PFStart", "Papers – Presentation of"}


18
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS
Mr Corbell (Attorney-General) presented the following papers:

Australian Crime Commission (ACT) Act, pursuant to subsection 51(5)—Board of the Australian Crime Commission—Chair annual report 2012-13, dated 2 December 2013.

Action Plan for Accessible Public Transport in the ACT—2013-2018.

ACT Criminal Justice—Statistical Profile 2013—December quarter.

Heavy Vehicle National Law as applied by the Heavy Vehicle National Law Act 2012 (Qld)—

Heavy Vehicle (Fatigue Management) National Regulation—Subordinate Legislation 2013 No. 78.

Heavy Vehicle (General) National Regulation—Subordinate Legislation 2013 No. 79.

Heavy Vehicle (Mass, Dimension and Loading) National Amendment Regulation—Subordinate Legislation 2014 No. 9.

Heavy Vehicle (Mass, Dimension and Loading) National Regulation—Subordinate Legislation 2013 No. 77.

Heavy Vehicle (Transitional) National Regulation—Subordinate Legislation 2014 No. 10.

Heavy Vehicle (Vehicle Standards) National Regulation—Subordinate Legislation 2013 No. 76.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}
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19
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS

Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) presented the following papers:

Subordinate legislation (including explanatory statements unless otherwise stated)

Legislation Act, pursuant to section 64—

Radiation Protection Act—Radiation Protection (Student) Exemption 2014 (No. 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2014-7 (LR, 13 February 2014).

Road Transport (General) Act—Road Transport (General) Fees For Publications Determination 2014 (No. 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2014-6 (LR, 7 February 2014).

Road Transport (General) Act and Road Transport (Vehicle Registration) Act—Road Transport Legislation Amendment Regulation 2014 (No. 1)—Subordinate Law SL2014-2 (LR, 7 February 2014).

{DPS, "PFStart", "Papers – Presentation of"}


20
PRESENTATION OF PAPER

Ms Burch (Minister for Education and Training) presented the following paper:

Annual Reports (Government Agencies) Act, pursuant to section 13—Annual Reports—2012-2013—Education and Training Directorate, dated 25 September 2013—Corrigenda.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}


21
MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE—DISCUSSION—Removal of unnecessary laws and regulations

The Assembly was informed that Ms Berry, Dr Bourke, Mr Coe, Mr Gentleman, Mr Hanson (Leader of the Opposition), Mrs Jones, Ms Porter and Mr Smyth had proposed that matters of public importance be submitted to the Assembly for discussion.  In accordance with the provisions of standing order 79, the Speaker had determined that the matter proposed by Mrs Jones be submitted to the Assembly, namely, “The importance of removing unnecessary laws and regulations”.

Discussion ensued.

Discussion concluded.


22
Administration and Procedure—Standing Committee—Lobbyist Register—Provision of Advice

Ms Gallagher (Chief Minister), pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:

(18) notes:

(a) the importance of ensuring a strong integrity framework is in place to support the work of Members of the ACT Legislative Assembly and to maintain community trust in our parliamentary processes;

(b) the recent implementation of the Members’ Code of Conduct and the appointment of the ACT Legislative Assembly’s first Commissioner for Standards; 

(c) the valid role for lobbyists to advocate on behalf of stakeholder clients; and

(d) that the ACT does not have a public register of lobbyists or an accompanying code of conduct; and

(19) agrees to the Administration and Procedure Committee drafting a lobbyist register for the ACT Legislative Assembly, including an associated code of conduct, principles and guidelines for report back to the Assembly by May 2014.
Mr Rattenbury moved the following amendment: Omit paragraph (2), substitute:

“(2)
requests that the Standing Committee on Administration and Procedure provide advice on the implementation of a lobbyist register for the ACT Legislative Assembly, including an associated code of conduct, principles and guidelines, and report back to the Assembly by the last sitting day in May 2014.”.
Mr Coe moved the following amendment to Mr Rattenbury’s proposed amendment: Omit “May 2014”, substitute “June 2014”.

{DPS, "PFStart", "AssBus_Extended"}

Mr Hanson (Leader of the Opposition) addressing the Assembly—

__________________

It being 45 minutes after the commencement of Assembly business—

Ordered—That the time allotted to Assembly business be extended by 30 minutes.

__________________

Mr Hanson continued.

{DPS, "PFEnd"}

Amendment to proposed amendment agreed to.
Amendment, as amended, agreed to.

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:

“That this Assembly:

(1)
notes:


(a)
the importance of ensuring a strong integrity framework is in place to support the work of Members of the ACT Legislative Assembly and to maintain community trust in our parliamentary processes;


(b)
the recent implementation of the Members’ Code of Conduct and the appointment of the ACT Legislative Assembly’s first Commissioner for Standards;


(c)
the valid role for lobbyists to advocate on behalf of stakeholder clients; and

(d)
that the ACT does not have a public register of lobbyists or an accompanying code of conduct; and
(2)
requests that the Standing Committee on Administration and Procedure provide advice on the implementation of a lobbyist register for the ACT Legislative Assembly, including an associated code of conduct, principles and guidelines, and report back to the Assembly by the last sitting day in June 2014.”—
be agreed to—put and passed.


23
Nature Conservation Bill—Exposure Draft—Roundtable

Ms Lawder, by leave, having amended her notice, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly:
(20) notes:

(a) the exposure draft of the Nature Conservation Bill which was tabled in the ACT Legislative Assembly on 31 October 2013 by the Minister for Environment and Sustainable Development;

(b) the length and complexity of this legislation; and

(c) the concerns raised, by various environmental organisations in the ACT, regarding the short time available to provide submissions; and
(21) refer the exposure draft of the Nature Conservation Bill to the Standing Committee on Planning, Environment and Territory and Municipal Services.
Mr Rattenbury moved the following amendment: Omit all words after “That this Assembly”, substitute:

“(1)
notes:


(a)
the ACT Nature Conservation Ordinance was initially drafted in 1980 by the Federal Government, and precedes self-government in the ACT;

(b)
there have been many iterations of the Nature Conservation Act 1980 since then, and many changes in the ACT’s built and natural environment;


(c)
it has been an ACT Labor commitment since 2004 to revise the Act; and


(d)
that a draft of the proposed new Nature Conservation Bill was available as an exposure draft for comments during 31 October to 31 December 2013; and

(2)
calls on the Government to:


(a)
establish a roundtable to explore the issues relating to the draft Nature Conservation Bill. This roundtable is to:



(i)
be chaired by the Commissioner for Sustainability and the Environment;



(ii)
include all relevant stakeholders, including:

(A)
Territory and Municipal Services Parks and Conservation Service;

(B)
Conservation Planning and Research and legislative drafters from the Environment and Sustainable Development Directorate;

(C)
key conservation and rural lessee groups; and

(D)
representatives from each of the three political parties;


(iii)
allow sufficient time for full discussion of the issues; and



(iv)
provide a detailed report to the Assembly by May 2014 on the range and extent of issues raised by stakeholders on the draft Nature Conservation Bill.”.

Debate continued.

Amendment agreed to.

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:

“That this Assembly:

(1)
notes:


(a)
the ACT Nature Conservation Ordinance was initially drafted in 1980 by the Federal Government, and precedes self-government in the ACT;

(b)
there have been many iterations of the Nature Conservation Act 1980 since then, and many changes in the ACT’s built and natural environment;


(c)
it has been an ACT Labor commitment since 2004 to revise the Act; and


(d)
that a draft of the proposed new Nature Conservation Bill was available as an exposure draft for comments during 31 October to 31 December 2013; and

(2)
calls on the Government to:


(a)
establish a roundtable to explore the issues relating to the draft Nature Conservation Bill. This roundtable is to:



(i)
be chaired by the Commissioner for Sustainability and the Environment;



(ii)
include all relevant stakeholders, including:

(A)
Territory and Municipal Services Parks and Conservation Service;

(B)
Conservation Planning and Research and legislative drafters from the Environment and Sustainable Development Directorate;

(C)
key conservation and rural lessee groups; and

(D)
representatives from each of the three political parties;


(iii)
allow sufficient time for full discussion of the issues; and



(iv)
provide a detailed report to the Assembly by May 2014 on the range and extent of issues raised by stakeholders on the draft Nature Conservation Bill.”—

be agreed to—put and passed.


24
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS’ business—precedence

Ordered—That Executive Members’ business be called on forthwith.


25
Planning, Environment and Territory and Municipal Services—Standing Committee—reference—Implementation of Action Plan 2 (Climate Change Strategy)
Mr Rattenbury, pursuant to notice, moved—That:

(22) this Assembly notes that:

(a) NOAA recorded that the monthly average level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere in January 2014 was 398 parts per million, 25% higher than recorded levels in 1959, and that the rate of increase of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is increasing each year;

(b) according to ice core samples from NOAA, current levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere are much higher than the range of 170 to 300 ppm recorded over the past 800 000 years;

(c) the UNFCCC set a global goal to keep concentrations of CO2 under 450 ppm to give us a 50% chance of stabilising the average global temperature at a 2°C increase over the pre-industrial period;

(d) OECD climate modelling indicates that we will reach 685 ppm by 2050 and temperatures will be 3-6 degrees higher by 2050;

(e) NASA states average global temperatures have increased by around 0.77 degrees Celsius since 1880, and that January 2000 to December 2009 was the warmest decade on record;

(f) the Federal Government Environment Department states that the ACT will be impacted by climate change in the following ways:

(i) annual rainfall could decline by up to 10 per cent by 2030 and 25 per cent by 2070, relative to 1990;

(ii) the ACT is likely to experience rising temperatures and a greater number of extreme hot days as a result of climate change, increasing from 5 days currently to up to 26 days by 2070 without global action to reduce emissions; and

(iii) an increase in temperature and evaporation is also likely to increase the days of very high or extreme bushfire risk from 23 days currently to between 26 and 29 days in 2020;

(g) the impacts of climate change will require targeted management of our urban and non-urban environments to ensure that these areas are habitable;

(h) Australia’s per capita emissions are amongst the highest in the world, nearly twice the OECD average and four times the world average;

(i) the ACT’s emissions are primarily from the electricity and transport sectors;

(j) the most effective ways to reduce the ACT’s greenhouse emissions are to reduce electricity consumption, and decrease reliance on coal-fired electricity while increasing consumption of renewable energy;

(k) as a city with one of the highest standards of living in the world, we have a strong moral imperative to reduce our emissions; and

(l) in 2010, all political parties in the Legislative Assembly supported greenhouse gas emission reduction targets of at least 30% by 2020; and

(23) the Members of the 8th Assembly recommit to supporting greenhouse gas emission reduction targets for the ACT of at least 30% by 2020 on 1990 baseline levels.
Ms Lawder, by leave, moved the following amendments together:

(1)
Omit subparagraph (1)(k), substitute:


“(k)
as a city with one of the highest standards of living in the world, we have a commitment to reduce emissions while still recognising that there are people in our community on low incomes who are struggling with the cost of living;”.
(2)
Add new paragraph (3):

“(3)
the Assembly refer the greenhouse emission reduction targets to the Standing Committee on Planning, Environment and Territory and Municipal Services to review how this target affects the cost of living in the ACT and consider viable methods of achieving this target at the lowest possible cost.”.

Mr Corbell (Minister for the Environment and Sustainable Development) moved the following amendment to Ms Lawder’s proposed amendments: Omit proposed paragraph (3), substitute:

“(3)
the Assembly refers the implementation of Action Plan 2 (Climate Change Strategy) to the Standing Committee on Planning, Environment and Territory and Municipal Services for review, taking into account overall effectiveness of measures, including measures to assist low income households.”.
Amendment to proposed amendments agreed to.
Amendments, as amended, agreed to.

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz:

“That:

(1)
 this Assembly notes:


(a)
NOAA recorded that the monthly average level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere in January 2014 was 398 parts per million, 25% higher than recorded levels in 1959, and that the rate of increase of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is increasing each year;


(b)
according to ice core samples from NOAA, current levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere are much higher than the range of 170 to 300 ppm recorded over the past 800 000 years;


(c)
the UNFCCC set a global goal to keep concentrations of CO2 under 450 ppm to give us a 50% chance of stabilising the average global temperature at a 2°C increase over the pre-industrial period;


(d)
OECD climate modelling indicates that we will reach 685 ppm by 2050 and temperatures will be 3-6 degrees higher by 2050;


(e)
NASA states average global temperatures have increased by around 0.77 degrees Celsius since 1880, and that January 2000 to December 2009 was the warmest decade on record;


(f)
the Federal Government Environment Department states that the ACT will be impacted by climate change in the following ways:



(i)
annual rainfall could decline by up to 10 per cent by 2030 and 25 per cent by 2070, relative to 1990;


(ii)
the ACT is likely to experience rising temperatures and a greater number of extreme hot days as a result of climate change, increasing from 5 days currently to up to 26 days by 2070 without global action to reduce emissions; and


(iii)
an increase in temperature and evaporation is also likely to increase the days of very high or extreme bushfire risk from 23 days currently to between 26 and 29 days in 2020;

(g)
the impacts of climate change will require targeted management of our urban and non-urban environments to ensure that these areas are habitable;


(h)
Australia’s per capita emissions are amongst the highest in the world, nearly twice the OECD average and four times the world average;


(i)
the ACT’s emissions are primarily from the electricity and transport sectors;

(j)
the most effective ways to reduce the ACT’s greenhouse emissions are to reduce electricity consumption, and decrease reliance on coal-fired electricity while increasing consumption of renewable energy;

(k)
as a city with one of the highest standards of living in the world, we have a commitment to reduce emissions while still recognising that there are people in our community on low incomes who are struggling with the cost of living; and

(l)
in 2010, all political parties in the Legislative Assembly supported greenhouse gas emission reduction targets of at least 30% by 2020;

(2)
the Members of the 8th Assembly recommit to supporting greenhouse gas emission reduction targets for the ACT of at least 30% by 2020 on 1990 baseline levels; and
(3)
the Assembly refers the implementation of Action Plan 2 (Climate Change Strategy) to the Standing Committee on Planning, Environment and Territory and Municipal Services for review, taking into account overall effectiveness of measures, including measures to assist low income households.”—
be agreed to—put and passed.


26
Public Accounts—Standing Committee—Consideration of statutory appointments—STATEMENT BY CHAIR—Paper

Mr Smyth (Chair), pursuant to standing order 246A and Continuing Resolution 5A, made a statement concerning consideration of statutory appointments by the Standing Committee on Public Accounts.

Paper: Mr Smyth, pursuant to Continuing Resolution 5A, presented the following paper:

Public Accounts—Standing Committee—Schedule of Statutory Appointments—8th Assembly—Period 1 July to 31 December 2013.


27
Public Accounts—Standing Committee—Auditor-General’s Reports—STATEMENT BY CHAIR

Mr Smyth (Chair), pursuant to standing order 246A, informed the Assembly that the Standing Committee on Public Accounts had resolved to make no further inquiries into the following Auditor-General’s Reports:
No. 10/2012—2011-12 Financial Audits.

No. 2/2013—Executive Remuneration Disclosed in ACTEW Corporation Limited’s (ACTEW) 2010-11 Financial Statements and Annual Report 2011.

No. 6/2012—Emergency Department Performance Information.

No. 8/2012—Australian Capital Territory Public Service Recruitment Practices.

28
ADJOURNMENT Negatived

It being 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do now adjourn.

Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) requiring the question to be put forthwith without debate—

Question—put and negatived.


29
ESTIMATES 2014-2015—SELECT COMMITTEE—MEMBERSHIP

The Speaker, pursuant to the resolution of the Assembly of today, informed the Assembly that she had been notified, in writing, of the nominations of Ms Berry, Mrs Jones, Ms Porter and Mr Smyth to be members of the Select Committee on Estimates 2014-2015.

Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) moved—That the Members so nominated be appointed as members of the Select Committee on Estimates 2014-2015.
Question—put and passed


30
ADJOURNMENT

Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) moved—That the Assembly do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.

Question—put and passed.

And then the Assembly, at 6.26 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday, 18 March 2014 at 10 a.m.

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting.

Tom Duncan

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly
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