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Standing Committee on Legal Affairs
Media Release
Inquiry into Civil Law (Wrongs) (Organisational Child Abuse Liability) Amendment Bill 2025
The Legislative Assembly’s Standing Committee on Legal Affairs has commenced an inquiry into the Civil Law (Wrongs) (Organisational Child Abuse Liability) Amendment Bill 2025.
The intent of the bill is to hold organisations vicariously liable for the abuse of children by people akin to an employee of the organisation or associated with the organisation. The bill states that children are especially vulnerable to abuse and need to be afforded the strongest possible protection, particularly by those entrusted with their care.
The Chair said that Committee will examine how the bill will ensure survivors who were abused by people associated with organisations or in positions akin to employment are able to access justice. 
The Committee looks forward to receiving submissions from interested individuals and organisations.  Information on making submissions is available here: Writing a submission - ACT Legislative Assembly
Submissions can be forwarded to: LACommitteeLegal@parliament.act.gov.au
The Terms of reference are available on the Committee Website HERE.
Support for anyone affected by the issues raised in this inquiry is available from:
· Lifeline, phone 131114, website
· 1800RESPECT, phone 1800 737 732, website.
· Bravehearts, phone 1800 272 831
· Kids Helpline, phone 1800 55 1800, WebChat 
· 13Yarn, phone 139276
Submissions close 31 July 2025.  
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STATEMENT ENDS.

For further information, please contact:
Ms Chiaka Barry MLA, Chair – (02) 6205 4874
Committee Secretary – (02) 6207 0524 or LACommitteeLegal@parliament.act.gov.au
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