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Member for Kurrajong
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Chair
Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety
GPO Box 1020
Canberra ACT 2601



Dear Mr Cain

I refer to the Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety (Legislative Scrutiny Role) Scrutiny Report 35 of 18 October 2023 in which the Committee made comments on the Justice and Community Safety Legislation Bill 2023 (No.2). The Bill was introduced in the Legislative Assembly on 21 September 2023.

The Committee’s comments relate to the Bill’s proposed amendments to the ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 2008 and the Legal Profession Act 2006, which will remove the requirement that forms approved under those Acts be notifiable instruments. 

Specifically, the Committee is concerned that the removal of these requirements may create uncertainty over which forms have been approved and must be used.  The Committee has requested information as to what assurance can be provided that identification and accessibility of the approved forms will not be reduced by removing the requirement that the forms be notified on the Legislation Register.

In relation to the approved forms for the ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT), I am advised that the ACAT’s forms will continue to use the current numbering conventions to identify them. These numbers are used in ACAT practice notes and will not change based the removal of the notification provision. As such, the identification process for approved forms will not be impacted. 

As the ACAT’s approved forms are published on their website, I can confirm that the approved forms meet ACT Government accessibility requirements by being available in both word and PDF formats. Physical copies of the forms are also available at the ACAT counter. I am aware that the majority of people access ACAT forms via their website, rather than through the ACT Legislation Register. For this reason, it is my view that the removal of the notification provision will not impact peoples’ access to the forms or their identification.

In relation to the approved forms for the ACT Law Society (Society), I am advised that the Society intends to make all existing forms (currently accessible through the ACT Legislation Register) and any new forms approved by the Council available through its public website. The Society has advised that it will ensure that these approved forms indicate the date the form was authorised and the basis for that authorisation. The Society will also ensure there is adequate communication with all practitioners in the ACT about the location of forms, the approval of new forms, and any modifications to or revocation of existing forms. 

The benefits of removing the notification provisions for approved forms, will reduce administrative burdens for ACAT and the ACT Law Society, and will also support any future changes in transitioning to utilising ‘smart forms’ which are unable to be notified on the ACT Legislation Register.

Thank you for your consideration of the Bill. I trust the information above is of assistance to the Committee.

Yours sincerely



Shane Rattenbury MLA
Attorney-General
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