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Member for Brindabella
Manager of Government Business

Minister for Police and Emergency Services

Minister for the Environment and Heritage

Minister for Planning and Land Management

Minister for Urban Renewal

Ms Elizabeth Lee MLA
Chair

Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety

ACT Legislative Assembly

London Circuit

CANBERRA ACT 2601
Dear Ms Lee
I write in response to the Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety (Legislative Scrutiny Role) (the Committee) Scrutiny Report No. 16 (the Report) which was released on 3 April 2018. Specifically, this letter addresses comments made by the Committee on DI2018-20 being the Nature Conservation (Lower Cotter Catchment) Reserve Management Plan 2018 (No 1). 

The Committee has asked which of the pre-conditions of subsection 183(1) of the Nature Conservation Act 2014 applies to the making of this instrument.
The instrument was made under section 183(1) (a) of the Nature Conservation Act. This requires the Minister to approve, return or reject a draft reserve management plan if a Legislative Assembly committee refers a draft plan back to the Minister.
I referred the draft Lower Cotter Catchment Reserve Management Plan to the Standing Committee on Environment and Transport and City Services (the environment committee) on 22 August 2017 under section 181 of the Nature Conservation Act. 

The environment committee conducted a public inquiry into the plan and tabled its report in the Legislative Assembly on 30 November 2017. The environment committee made one recommendation as part of its report; that I approve the plan. 
The environment committee’s report is available at: https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/in-committees/standing-committees-current-assembly/standing-committee-on-environment-and-transport-and-city-services/inquiry-into-the-management-plan-for-the-lower-cotter-catchment-reserve.
I thank the Committee for its comments on this instrument. I trust this information is of assistance. 
Yours sincerely

Mick Gentleman MLA

Minister for the Environment and Heritage
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