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ANSWER TO QUESTION ON NOTICE 27
STEVE DOSZPOT MLA:  To ask the Minister for Education and Training
Ref: Education and Training Budget Statement, page 3
In relation to: Strategic objectives: NAPLAN
Question 1: Strategic Objective 1 has a mean achievement score target for 2014 for Year 5 reading of 516. The 2013 NAPLAN Preliminary results suggest the ACT mean scale score for Year 3 reading is 519.6. Why are your targets for 2014 below what has already been achieved?

Question 2: What was the rationale behind the selection of Year 3 reading; Year 5 numeracy and Year 9 reading and numeracy for strategic indicator measures?

Question 3: Are you concerned that too much emphasis is placed on NAPLAN results?

(a) If so why do you have strategic objectives aligned with NAPLAN?

Question 4: Do any ACT public schools conduct practice sessions for NAPLAN?

Question 5: Do you agree with the ACT AEU’s opposition to publication of NAPLAN test score data?

Question 6: How does the ACT public schools literacy and numeracy strategy to improve outcomes for all students align with NAPLAN results? What evidence is there that the strategy is working?
JOY BURCH MLA, MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING:  The answer to the Member’s questions are as follows:– 

Question 1: The 2013 NAPLAN Preliminary result of 519.6 was for all ACT schools and was published in the NAPLAN Summary Report in September 2013. The final result, released in December 2013, showed that the ACT outcome was 519.2.

The strategic objective is an outcome for ACT public school students only. The 2013 result for ACT public school students was 515, as indicated on page 3 of the Education and Training Directorate 2014-2015 Budget Statements. The 2014 target has been set at 516.

Question 2: The Education and Training Directorate does not have any strategic indicators relating to year 3 in the 2014-15 Budget Statements.

The strategic indicators in the 2014-15 Budget Statements have been set at year 5 and year 9 reading and numeracy. These are the NAPLAN years that most closely relate to the end point of both primary school and high school respectively. This provides a measure of student outcomes for primary and secondary schooling. Reading and numeracy were selected as they are most closely aligned to the national focus on literacy and numeracy.

Question 3: No. The National Assessment Program is the measure through which governments, education authorities and schools can determine whether or not young Australians are meeting important educational outcomes. NAPLAN tests skills in literacy and numeracy that are developed over time through the school curriculum. These are the skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and onto successful post-school outcomes. 

(a) Not applicable.

Question 4: The National Test Protocol, administered by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), advises that schools and teachers should adopt appropriate test preparation strategies that familiarise students with the test process and question formats, but not to excessively rehearse students such that results reflect prepared work rather than student’ own abilities. ACARA have provided online sample tests to assist with test familiarisation. The Education and Training Directorate supports the use of ACARA materials in ACT public schools.

Question 5: The ACT Government believes parents and carers should have access to this data through appropriate mediums such as the My School website. The ACT Government does not endorse the use of this data for crude rankings of schools.
Question 6: The Literacy and Numeracy Strategy 2009-2013 supported literacy and numeracy learning through a focus on strengthening leadership capacity, improving teachers’ knowledge and skills in teaching literacy and numeracy.  These focus areas are recognised as making a significant difference to students’ literacy and numeracy outcomes and are now key strategies in Education Capital:  Leading the Nation Strategic Plan 2014-2017. 

The ACT NAPLAN results demonstrate improvement in Year 3 and 5 reading and Year 5 numeracy since implementation of the strategy. Given the breadth of strategies and interventions at the school and classroom level to improve student outcomes, it is not appropriate to directly attribute the impact of any particular strategy on NAPLAN results.
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By the Minister for Education and Training, Ms Joy Burch MLA
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