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Rachel Stephen-Smith MLA 
Minister for Health
Minister for Families and Community Services
Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs
Member for Kurrajong
			


Mr Peter Cain MLA 
Chair
Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety (Legislative Scrutiny Role)
Scrutiny@parliament.act.gov.au 


Dear Mr Cain
Thank you for the Scrutiny Report No 34 of 18 September 2023 and the Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety’s (the Committee) comments on the Children and Young People Amendment Bill 2023 (the Bill).
I acknowledged the Committee’s comments that the explanatory statement did not provide substantive information on potential limitations on human rights or provide an explanation for why these limitations should be considered reasonable. I also acknowledge the Committee's observations regarding the potential broadening of powers and obligations under the Bill, particularly noting the use of the concept of ‘significant harm’. 
I can assure the Committee that, in drafting the Bill, the impact on the various human rights were carefully considered and balanced. The Bill supports and limits a number of rights under the Human Rights Act 2004. This includes, but is not limited to:
· the right to the protection of the family and children under section 11;
· protection of privacy and reputation under section 12; and 
· freedom of religious belief under section 14.
In response to the Committee’s comments, the explanatory statement has been updated to include the requested additional information, outlining in detail how the Bill interacts with human rights and providing justification for identified limitations on human rights, using the framework set out in section 28 of the Human Rights Act 2004. 
I have enclosed with this letter a copy of the revised explanatory statement for the Committee’s information. I will table the revised statement in the Legislative Assembly when the Bill is brought forward for debate.
I thank the Committee for its consideration of the Bill.
Yours sincerely



Rachel Stephen-Smith MLA 
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