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MS LEE: But in this case they did and then you guys came along and just sort of put one in 50 metres 
down the track. Did you say five years they first approached—they said to government five years ago. 
I mean, it is fair enough a few months I think Mr Rutledge said, but five years that is just getting 
beyond a joke, is it not? 
 
Mr Rattenbury: What do you mean, Ms Lee? 
 
MS LEE: Five years ago that the Calwell Centre approached the government to talk about getting the 
chargers on ACT government land, getting access to it, and they got no response for five years. 
 
Mr Rattenbury: I do not know if they got no response. I would need to check the records on that. 
 
 
Shane Rattenbury MLA: The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:   
 
Communication between Calwell Shopping Centre (Tsoulias Group) and ACT Government regarding 
electric vehicle charging stations began prior to the ACT Government starting a competitive grants 
program to assist the installation of EV chargers.  
 

• In December 2015 – Mr Con Tsoulias of the Group wrote to Minister Gentleman to raise the 
idea of hosting public electric vehicle (EV) chargers at a location near Calwell Shopping 
Centre.  In Minister Gentleman’s reply he stated that whilst supportive in principle, 
installation of EV chargers was a commercial decision for operators and that should ACT 
Government support the use of parking for this purpose, then we would seek assurance of 
the commercial viability and interoperability of the infrastructure for the widest group of 



Page 2 of 5 

 

users. Minister Gentlemen also provided a summary of talks with Tesla’s proposal to install 
EV chargers in the ACT. Minister Gentleman also offered to contact Tesla to explore 
charging at Calwell and provided details for the relevant public servant. 
 

• The issue was again raised during official level discussions in 2016 as part of discussion for 
the Calwell Group Centre Master Plan. 
 

 
Recent consultation between Evie Networks and Calwell Shopping Centre Businesses 
 

• Evie Networks began their investigation of the Calwell site in June 2023 and submitted their 
EPSDD licence application on 18th September 2023. Evie Networks stated in their licence 
application that they had conducted consultation via a mail-out to all nearby businesses in 
August 2023, and no responses were received. 
 

• In an email received on 24 July 2024, Adrian Bell, Site Acquisition Manager at Evie Networks 
confirmed to EPSDD that “the attached PDF shows the notification area and letter. I can 
confirm that the properties within the area defined by the red boundary were included in 
the notification. The Calwell Shopping Centre at 7 Webber Crescent, Calwell was included in 
the mailout. I can confirm that the notifications were posted on the 11th of August with the 
response period open to the 28th of August.” The notification area and letter provided by 
Evie Networks is attached below.  
 

• The chargers installed by Evie Networks offer a different service than those installed by the 
shopping centre. Evie’s two 150kW DC chargers enabling charging in four bays provide fast 
charging for drivers who cannot charge at home, have limited time, or are travelling on the 
Monaro Highway. These chargers will come online in August 2024. The two 22kW AC 
chargers and single 40kW DC charger installed by the shopping centre and made 
operational in October 2023, will offer a less-expensive, competitive alternative likely to be 
favoured by shoppers spending an hour or more at the site. Combined, the two sets of 
chargers will provide a choice of charging solutions, making Calwell Shopping Centre a 
particularly attractive location for EV drivers. 
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