














d) Prison sentences, fines and for dangerous driver offences in the ACT 

 

A critical area the committee must address is suitable punishment for dangerous driver offences in the 

ACT.  This area has been ignored in the past. 

Prison sentences: 

Dangerous driver offences that result in loss of life or injuries with no prospect of the victims’ full 

recovery must be dealt with by a prison sentence.  EVEN FOR “MODEL CITIZENS”!  The punishment 

decision can no longer be left to magistrates or other judges who have proved time and again to be 

incapable of balance and fairness in assessing  fines to be paid to the victims and their families.  It must 

be legislated. 

Fines: 

Current fines are often laughable with serious offences being minimised and many offenders not being 

deterred from committing further offences.  Fines need to hit the hip pocket of offenders severely.  

The fact that many offenders might not have sizable assets should not stop seizure of any assets of 

offenders.  All assets (obviously including cars) should be impounded.  There also needs to be a 

complete assessment of all the offenders’ assets, including all vehicles, property and bank, 

superannuation and other accounts.  There is no reason why any of these assets should not be accessed 

to pay fines or victims.  Severe financial punishment is the best tool the ACT Government has to stop 

dangerous driving but it is not being used at present. 

Legislated vehicle sanctions:  

Vehicles observed by police being driven in a dangerous manner must be impounded immediately.  

Such vehicles need to be held in a secure storage until the outcomes of prosecutions are known.  Police 

must provide video evidence of the offences for presentation in court.  It should be up to the magistrate 

to decide the severity of the punishment, that is whether the vehicle is released back to the offender 

after the court case or sold off on the open market to raise cash and whether punishment includes a 

considerable length of time the vehicle is impounded (e.g. up to 12 months).  Time and again we hear of 

offenders who successfully challenge suitable orders because of their “circumstances”.  For example, 

there should be no exceptions for offenders who claim they need their impounded car to earn a living.  

If the car was so important to them then why did they hoon around and endanger lives? 

 

 





The ACT also lags other jurisdictions in using technological advances to identify and prevent dangerous 

driving.  When is the ACT going to install cameras to detect mobile phone usage while driving, or failure 

to use a seatbelt, as now occurs in SE Queensland?  Policing these two behaviours with automated 

devices is cost effective, the technology is proven and it significantly reduces dangerous driving.  By 

ignoring these technical advances, the ACT is showing itself incapable of keeping up with the rest of the 

nation.  Adding such cameras on major ACT roads must be high on the priority list for the ACT 

Government. 

Speed cameras have not been used effectively in the ACT for some time and this program needs to be 

updated.  The deterrence of fixed -placed speed cameras is minimised by the warning signs that precede 

them.  Everyone slows down when notified they are about to pass through a speed camera and after 

passing it they speed up again, making them next to useless.  Isn’t it about time these warning signs 

were removed, and the cameras repositioned?  The better point-to-point speed cameras work well but 

are only used in a few select places in the ACT over short distances so speeding elsewhere (for example 

on the GDE) is common.  Mobile speed vans are easily visible well before cars pass them by but again 

only slow traffic in the near vicinity of the van. 

Our roads would be much safer if there was less dangerous driving everywhere.  For example, in 

Canberra so many people still try to beat changing traffic lights by speeding up.  This is dangerous 

driving.  Why can’t mobile red light and speed cameras be located at different intersections and then 

relocated to another intersection after some time? 

Finally, at last the ACT Government has initiated the conversation of reducing the residential speed limit 

from 50 km/h to 40 km/h.  But because ACT people have little faith in the government to prosecute 

dangerous drivers, why would they countenance speed restrictions which they perceive as a 

unnecessary hindrance?  It is time to have the courage to implement this change, especially as the 

number of cars on Canberra roads has increased dramatically since the 50 km/h residential speed limit 

was introduced about 20 years ago.  Of course there will be outrage from the petrol heads who will 

have to slow down a bit but it is widely acknowledged that lower speed limits result in safer and quieter 

residential streets.  In the USA, in those states I have lived in, a 25 mph (approx. 40 km/h) speed limit is 

accepted and widely supported in all communities.  No-one there complains about driving at 25 mph in 

a residential street, and the speed limit is rigidly enforced by local police.  Streets there are much safer 

and dangerous driving at high speeds is immediately obvious.  The 50 km/h residential speed limit in 

Canberra must be replaced with a 40 km/h speed limit as soon as possible. 

 



i) Any other related measure with respect to the administration of corrections, courts and 

sentences in the ACT with respect to dangerous driving. 

No further measures 




