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Dear Committee members, 

I am writing to provide my perspective on the water supply to Tharwa. I am a recent
resident in Tharwa and am somewhat surprised at the way the community is being
consulted in current project, 'Non-Potable Water Supply at Tharwa for Firefighting'.

Initially, it seemed to me that the community was being consulted and informed. Shortly after I moved to
Tharwa, a community information session was held. At that meeting, two options were presented to the
community. The community was seemingly unanimous in their feedback that the option to put the water tanks
in the main street was not acceptable. A number of reasons were provided, including:

That the proposed position of the tanks would seriously damage the village feel
that the proposed position of the tanks were not consistent with community efforts to improve the utility
of the main street
that the proposed position of the tanks was not consistent with the Tharwa plan. 

During the meeting the Project Manager and Consultant appeared to take the communities concerns into
account. I've since been advised that the project chose, quietly, the option that the community essentially
rejected. After discussions with other members of the community, it appears that this has been a consistent
complaint throughout the project. 

Now that this review is underway, it is time to look at what is proposed and how it will benefit the community.
Essentially it appears that the proposal aims to provide a water supply that meets a very limited purpose, and
it's not even clear that purpose is a particularly good investment. The village has no potable water and an
aging garden water system. It seems obvious that other options would provide significantly more utility,
including providing potable water from Banks, or providing a proper nonpotable town water supply. Both these
options allow for the community to ensure that our gardens are appropriately watered, and in a better
condition to withstand a bushfire. 

My strong preference is for the current project to be put on hold until appropriate community consultation,
including taking the communities wishes into account, is completed. At the very least, it is unacceptable that
the project is intending to put the water tanks in the main street, despite the communities strong objections.

Thank you

Aleks Lubiejewski
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