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To the Standing Committee on Education, Employment and Youth Affairs, 

I write to you in support of the Music For Colleges (H Course) program, which for over 35 
years has been the foremost secondary music education program in the ACT and 
surrounding region. 

My connection with the H Course began in 2009 as a Year 11 Classical Type 1 student, where 
I enhanced my knowledge of music performance, history, composition, aural and theory. 
Along with many H Course graduates, I draw on these skills every day in my career and am 
thankful to this program for strengthening these vital aspects of my musical understanding 
and skill set. 

Since late 2015, I have had the privilege of teaching the Classical H-Course. Even in this 
relatively short time, it is humbling to see that a number of my former students are 
completing tertiary music study and are about to enter the Australian professional music 
scene. Equally, many of my current Year 12 students are already auditioning for tertiary 
music placements, with the intention of pursuing a career in music. While this is truly heart-
warming, their success is surely matched by the disappointment of now-Year 11 students 
who have not had access to the H Course this year; these young musicians are feeling a 
mixture of lack of motivation and lack of respect for their desired career. Ultimately if they 
still pursue tertiary music, they will commence programs with a noticeably lower skill set 
than their H Course counterparts. This must be addressed. 

The H Course specialises in teaching music history, composition and music theory – the 
standard of which is equivalent to that of any tertiary music department in Australia or 
overseas. Students are also trained as high-level soloists and chamber musicians, learning 
from many of the foremost musicians in Canberra and often participating in guest 
masterclasses with international visitors, where they easily hold their own with participating 
tertiary students. 

This program facilitates significant musical opportunities academically above and beyond 
any other program in the region, equipping local students with a unique skill set as they 
pursue further study. Indeed the success of the program can be seen in the high number of 
H Course graduates throughout the country and overseas in top musical and leadership 
positions, as well as in the high number of H Course alumni who are central to Canberra’s 
professional music scene.  

When the cessation of funds for this program was announced, it was suggested that 
potential future students could participate in “other ACT Government-funded music 
programs including through Music For Canberra.” I’m proud to have a long association with 
the Canberra Youth Orchestra, however the musical experiences in a 60+ person ensemble 
are completely different to the academic rigour of the H Course or the one-on-one nature of 
instrumental and ensemble delivery that is critical to developing well-educated and 
multifaceted musicians – not just musicians who have enjoyed a flagship orchestral 
experience (as much as that is fanastic!). 






