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Dear Sir/Madam and MLA members of the Standing Committee 

 

Nature in Our City – a submission from Douglas Finlayson 
 

I should like to address some of the issues associated with the natural environment around 

Canberra and its importance to the wellbeing of the citizens of the city and the continued 

orderly, long-term planning and design of this inland city.  

 

Canberra is the national capital, a centre for Australian public service departments, a regional 

hub for southern NSW services, a tertiary learning centre, a military administrative and training 

centre, a national scientific research centre and increasingly a focal point for high tech industry 

and innovation. One way or another, it is a city that is going to continue to grow and put housing 

pressures on the landscapes around the city and neighbouring NSW. 

 

I would like to think that an orderly planning process for the regional landscapes is something 

the ACT Government would value as a means of preserving and improving the lifestyle of 

Canberra’s citizens now and in the future.  

 

In particular I wish to put forward arguments for an increased effort and refocus on Item 4 of 

your enquiry list, - Managing the interface between the natural environment and urban 

areas, particularly in regards to conserved environmental areas.  

 

Because we live in an inland city, the natural coastal attractions of sea shoreline landscapes at 

the continent’s margins are not readily available on a day-to-day basis for Canberra’s citizens. 

Consequently, they appreciate all the more the mountainous landscapes and river corridors that 

are less than half and hour’s drive away for their stunning recreational, educational, heritage 

and ecological values. Many of these areas are currently conserved environmental areas but 

increasing housing pressures are leading to many of the new suburbs in both ACT and 

neighbouring NSW coming perilously close to valuable and spectacular riverine corridors and 

degrading their amenity for the public at large. 

 

In a recent (27 May 2018) statement by the UK Environment Secretary Michael Gove to the 

BBC news service, he announced he is launching a review into the country's natural landscapes. 

In particular, he stressed that the goal of the review is not to diminish the protection of natural 

areas, but to strengthen it in the face of present-day challenges. “We want to make sure they 

are not only conserved, but enhanced for the next generation.” He added that he wanted the 
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enquiry explicitly to consider, “how we can extend and improve the protection we give to other 

precious landscapes.” 

 

I would like to draw the attention of the ACT Assembly Standing Committee members to the 

northern boundary of ACT with NSW where the ACT Government is in partnership with the 

Riverview developers planning the Ginninderry Township that will eventually be home to 

30,000 people (11,500 dwellings) in both ACT and NSW if current planning is approved. The 

township has boundaries along the Murrumbidgee River and Ginninderra Creek corridors. It is 

my strongly held view that the township boundaries are far too close to the river and creek 

corridors, and that the corridors are much too valuable as long-term recreational and 

environmental assets to be put under pressure by urban developments. 

 

The lower Ginninderra Creek with its deep 

gorge, waterfalls and rock pools near its 

confluence with the Murrumbidgee River is 

an ecological and tourist “gem”. The 

surrounding land in NSW is privately owned 

and thus this tourist gem is currently not open 

to the public. Past history has demonstrated 

that the gorge is a feature that is attractive to 

visitors from far and wide. These water 

corridors have their own unique biodiversity 

and are such beautiful natural features of the 

landscape that the opportunity should not be 

missed for creating a significant conservation 

park with spectacular sight lines readily 

accessible to the public.  

 

Regional communities in Canberra and 

neighbouring NSW should seek to ensure 

that our political leaders and government 

administrators set aside viable conservation 

zones along the Murrumbidgee River and 

Ginninderra Creek waterways in perpetuity 

before land is rezoned for urban development 

resulting from increased population 

pressures. Local community groups maintain 

that the proposed urban footprint for townships in ACT and NSW, as they currently stand, do 

not allow for the establishment of adequate and sustainable conservation parklands. 

 

The recreational, ecological, heritage and educational opportunities along the Murrumbidgee 

River corridor and Ginninderra Creek gorges should not be squandered because of lack of 

foresight by our political leaders.  

 

There is now an opportunity to quarantine land within the boundaries of a potentially world-

class conservation park for the future access and use by the public in perpetuity. This region at 

the confluence of the Murrumbidgee River and Ginninderra Creek has significant ecological 

value to the wider community and has the potential to become a major regional tourist 

destination if designed in such a way that world-class criteria are incorporated.  
 



I can well understand that the ACT Government and the Riverview Group developers wish to 

maximise the housing developments on the relatively flat-lying areas adjacent to the river 

corridors and thus gain the maximum financial return on their investment. However, I believe 

there are “greater good” issues that also should be considered under Section 4 of the 

committee’s brief, namely - Managing the interface between the natural environment and 

urban areas, particularly in regards to conserved environmental areas.  

 

I would welcome an opportunity to discuss the issues involved with committee members. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

Douglas Finlayson 
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