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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

No. 9

WEDNESDAY, 27 MAY 1998

___________________________

1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.   The Speaker (Mr Cornwell) took the
Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the
people of the Australian Capital Territory.

2 LIQUOR (AMENDMENT) BILL 1998

Mr Osborne, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Liquor Act 1975.

Paper: Mr Osborne presented an explanatory memorandum to the Bill.

Title read by Clerk.

Mr Osborne moved - That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Humphries - Attorney-General) and the resumption of the debate made an
order of the day for the next sitting.

3 BUILDING (AMENDMENT) BILL 1998

Ms Tucker, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Building Act 1972.

Paper: Ms Tucker presented an explanatory memorandum to the Bill.

Title read by Clerk.

Ms Tucker moved - That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Smyth - Minister for Urban Services) and the resumption of the debate made
an order of the day for the next sitting.

4 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES - FEES FOR
POLICE CHECKS

Mr Berry, pursuant to notice, moved - That this Assembly:

(1) condemns the $25 fee levied by the Department of Education and Community Services for
police checks as an outrageous imposition on those least able to afford such a fee and that it
acts as a barrier to employment;

(2) calls on the Carnell Government to abolish the fee.

Debate ensued.

Paper:  Mr Osborne, by leave, presented the following paper:
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Fees for police checks - List of practices which apply in other States and Territories (2 pages).

Paper:  Mr Stefaniak (Minister for Education) presented the following paper:

Fees for police checks - List of fees charged by other States’ education agencies and other ACT
organisations.

Debate continued.

Question - That the motion be agreed to - put.

The Assembly voted -

Ayes, 7 Noes, 7

Mr Berry Ms Tucker Mr Cornwell Mr Smyth
Mr Hargreaves Mr Wood Mr Hird Mr Stefaniak
Mr Osborne Mr Humphries
Mr Quinlan Mr Kaine
Mr Stanhope Mr Rugendyke

And so it was negatived in accordance with standing order 162.

5 TERRITORY OPERATING LOSS

Mr Osborne, pursuant to notice, moved - That this Assembly:

(1) acknowledges the need for the Government to take urgent action to address the operating loss
of the Territory which is still at unacceptably high levels; and

(2) urges the Government, in its forthcoming budget, to lay out a clear strategy to address the
operating loss.

Debate ensued.

Debate adjourned (Mr Moore - Minister for Health and Community Care) and the resumption of the
debate made an order of the day for a later hour this day.

6 QUESTIONS

Questions without notice were asked.

7 PAPERS

Ms Carnell (Chief Minister), having added to an answer, presented the following papers:

Sydney Organising Committee for the Olympic Games (SOCOG) -

Free transport zone  - Answer to question without notice asked by Mr Rugendyke and taken on
notice.

Copy of letter from Kate Carnell, MLA, Chief Minister to Mr Michael Knight MP, Minister for
the Olympics, dated 27 May 1998.

Hall (Kinlyside) rural residential estate - Preliminary agreement - Answer to question without notice
asked by Mr Hargreaves and taken on notice on 26 May 1998.

8 PAPER

Mr Smyth (Minister for Urban Services) presented the following paper:
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Road safety improvements - “Canberra Liberals commit to continued road safety improvements” -
Facsimile copy of media release from Trevor T Kaine, MLA, dated 17 February 1998.

9 AUDITOR-GENERAL ACT - AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT - NO. 1 OF 1998 -
MANAGEMENT OF PRESCHOOL EDUCATION  - PUBLICATION OF PAPER

The Speaker presented the following paper:

Auditor-General Act - Auditor-General’s Report - No. 1 of 1998 - Management of preschool
education, dated 27 May 1998.

Mr Humphries (Manager of Government Business), by leave, moved - That the Assembly authorises
the publication of the Auditor-General’s Report No. 1 of 1998.

Question - put and passed.



68 No. 9 - 27 May 1998

10 TERRITORY OPERATING LOSS

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion of
Mr Osborne - That this Assembly:

(1) acknowledges the need for the Government to take urgent action to address the operating loss
of the Territory which is still at unacceptably high levels; and

(2) urges the Government, in its forthcoming budget, to lay out a clear strategy to address the
operating loss.

Debate resumed.

Mr Humphries (Attorney-General), by leave, was granted an extension of time.

Debate continued.

Ms Carnell (Treasurer), by leave, was granted an extension of time.

Mr Wood, by leave, again addressed the Assembly.

Ms Carnell, by leave, again addressed the Assembly.

Debate continued.

Question - put and passed.

11 POLICE COMMISSIONER FOR THE ACT

Mr Osborne, pursuant to notice, moved - That, until the Federal Government gives the ACT
Government a commitment to proceed with the appointment of a Police Commissioner for the ACT,
no new contractual arrangement be entered into.

Debate ensued.

Mr Hargreaves addressing the Assembly -
___________________________

Adjournment negatived:  It being 5 p.m. - The question was proposed - That the Assembly do now
adjourn.

Mr Humphries (Manager of Government Business) requiring the question to be put forthwith without
debate -

Question - put and negatived.
___________________________

Debate continued.

On the motion of Mr Humphries (Attorney-General) the following amendment was made:

Omit “proceed with”, substitute “accede to”.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

12 ADJOURNMENT

Mr Humphries (Manager of Government Business) moved - That the Assembly do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.

Mr Hird addressing the Assembly -
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The Assembly continuing to sit until 5.30 p.m. - The Speaker adjourned the Assembly until
tomorrow at 10.30 a.m.
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___________________________

MEMBERS' ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting.
___________________________

           M.J. McRAE
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly


