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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

2004–2005–2006–2007 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No. 95 

WEDNESDAY, 14 MARCH 2007 
 

 

 1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Mr Berry) 
took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their 
responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory. 

 2 EMERGENCY SERVICES AGENCY—STRUCTURE 
Mr Pratt, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) that this is the third restructure of the emergency services organisation 
since January 2003; 

(b) the restructure has been rejected by: 

(i) the Volunteer Brigades Association; and 

(ii) many professional officers in other services; 

(c) the restructure has been soundly condemned by many volunteers; and 

(d) since becoming the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, 
Mr Corbell has lost seven senior officers across the emergency services; 
and 

(2) rejects the new structure of the Emergency Services Agency and calls on the 
Government to immediately re-establish a statutory authority as recommended 
by the McLeod Inquiry and reaffirmed by Coroner Doogan in her 
recommendations, so as to streamline the chain of command and ministerial 
oversight. 

Mr Corbell (Minister for Police and Emergency Services) moved the following 
amendment: Omit all words after “That this Assembly”, substitute: 
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“(1) notes: 

(a) that the ACT Government has already fully or partially implemented 51 
of the 73 recommendations from the Coroner’s report into the January 
2003 bushfires; 

(b) the Emergency Services Authority has operational autonomy which is 
enshrined in legislation and that this is unchanged; and 

(c) the proposed new structure contained within the Emergency Services 
Authority’s Three Year Business Plan will ensure closer operational 
command and control links between ACT emergency services; and 

(2) congratulates the staff of the ACT emergency services who continue to keep 
our community safe.”. 

Debate continued. 

Mr Corbell, by leave, moved the following amendment to his proposed amendment: 
Omit “Emergency Services Authority” where the words occur, substitute “ESA”. 

Debate continued. 

Amendment to amendment agreed to. 

Question—That the amendment, as amended, be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 6 
Mr Barr Mr Gentleman  Mrs Burke Mr Stefaniak 
Mr Berry Mr Hargreaves  Mrs Dunne  
Mr Corbell Ms MacDonald  Mr Mulcahy  
Dr Foskey Ms Porter  Mr Pratt  
Ms Gallagher   Mr Smyth  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) that the ACT Government has already fully or partially implemented 51 
of the 73 recommendations from the Coroner’s report into the January 
2003 bushfires; 

(b) the ESA has operational autonomy which is enshrined in legislation and 
that this is unchanged; and 

(c) the proposed new structure contained within the ESA’s Three Year 
Business Plan will ensure closer operational command and control links 
between ACT emergency services; and 

(2) congratulates the staff of the ACT emergency services who continue to keep 
our community safe.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 
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 3 MULTICULTURALISM 
Ms MacDonald, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) unanimously endorses the use of the word “multicultural” in our community; 

(2) admonishes any move by governments, at any level, to move away from 
supporting a multicultural community; and 

(3) recognises the important role the National Multicultural Festival plays in 
promoting and celebrating multiculturalism in the ACT. 

Mr Pratt moved the following amendment: Omit paragraphs (1) and (2), substitute: 

“(1) celebrates the rich diversity and harmony of ACT society, the strength of which 
has been the successful integration of many cultural and religious groups; 

(2) calls upon all Australian societies to emulate the ACT model; and”. 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 74 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for a later hour this day. 

 4 STANDING ORDER 54—SPEAKER’S RULING 
The Speaker advised the Assembly that he had considered the matters raised by 
Mr Stefaniak yesterday concerning standing order 54 and statements made during the 
want of confidence motion in the Chief Minister on 28 February 2007.  The Speaker 
ruled that the comments were in order. 

 5 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice were asked. 

 6 SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION 
Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) presented the following paper: 

Legislation Act, pursuant to section 64—Legal Profession Act—Legal Profession 
Amendment Regulation 2007 (No. 1)—Subordinate Law SL2007-4 (LR, 26 February 
2007), together with its explanatory statement. 

 7 MULTICULTURALISM 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion 
of Ms MacDonald, and on the amendment moved by Mr Pratt (see entry 3)— 

Debate resumed. 

Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 6   NOES, 9 
Mrs Burke Mr Stefaniak  Mr Barr Mr Gentleman 
Mrs Dunne   Mr Berry Mr Hargreaves 
Mr Mulcahy   Mr Corbell Ms MacDonald 
Mr Pratt   Dr Foskey Ms Porter 
Mr Smyth   Ms Gallagher  

And so it was negatived. 

Question—That the motion be agreed to—put and passed. 
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 8 SCHOOL AND LIBRARY CLOSURES—USE OF FACILITIES 
Dr Foskey, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the recent closure of a number of ACT government schools and the 
Griffith Library; 

(b) the Government’s confirmation that it is following its Surplus Property 
policy and guidelines in determining the futures of these sites; and 

(c) the high demand by community organisations and groups for affordable 
accommodation; and 

(2) calls on the ACT Government to: 

(a) ensure that its school premises that were closed at the end of 2006, or will 
be closed prior to October 2008, and the closed Griffith Library, are not 
sold or permanently modified for other uses until after the 2008 ACT 
election; 

(b) make the Property Board’s Options Papers and Cost/Benefit Analyses for 
these sites available for public comment; and 

(c) in the short term to medium term, look to provide these surplus sites to 
community organisations and groups at affordable rents, where they meet 
health and safety standards and are suitable to their needs. 

Mr Hargreaves (Minister for the Territory and Municipal Services) moved the 
following amendment: Omit all words after “accommodation; and”, substitute: 

“(d) that no decisions will be taken by the Government until advice is provided on 
the best use of any surplus Government property.”. 

Debate continued. 

Mrs Dunne, by leave, moved the following amendment to Mr Hargreaves’ proposed 
amendment: Add: 

“(2) calls on the Government to table this advice in the Legislative Assembly before 
any decisions are made about surplus school properties.”. 

Debate continued. 

Question—That Mrs Dunne’s amendment to Mr Hargreaves’ proposed amendment be 
agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 7   NOES, 8 
Mrs Burke Mr Pratt  Mr Barr Mr Gentleman 
Mrs Dunne Mr Smyth  Mr Berry Mr Hargreaves 
Dr Foskey Mr Stefaniak  Mr Corbell Ms MacDonald 
Mr Mulcahy   Ms Gallagher Ms Porter 

And so it was negatived. 

Question—That Mr Hargreaves’ amendment be agreed to—put. 



 No. 95—14 March 2007 977 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 8   NOES, 7 
Mr Barr Mr Gentleman  Mrs Burke Mr Pratt 
Mr Berry Mr Hargreaves  Mrs Dunne Mr Smyth 
Mr Corbell Ms MacDonald  Dr Foskey Mr Stefaniak 
Ms Gallagher Ms Porter  Mr Mulcahy  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly notes: 

(1) the recent closure of a number of ACT government schools and the Griffith 
Library; 

(2) the Government’s confirmation that it is following its Surplus Property policy 
and guidelines in determining the futures of these sites; 

(3) the high demand by community organisations and groups for affordable 
accommodation; and 

(4) that no decisions will be taken by the Government until advice is provided on 
the best use of any surplus Government property.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 9 THEO NOTARAS MULTICULTURAL CENTRE—PROPOSED STATUE OF 
AL GRASSBY 

Mr Stefaniak (Leader of the Opposition), pursuant to notice, moved—That this 
Assembly: 

(1) notes the inappropriateness, cost and lack of community consultation in respect 
of the Government’s decision to commission and erect a statue of former 
Federal Minister, Al Grassby, in the foyer of the Theo Notaras Multicultural 
Centre; and 

(2) calls on the ACT Government not to proceed with this project any further. 

Debate ensued. 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 34 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

 10 ADJOURNMENT 
It being approximately 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do 
now adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 6.13 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10.30 a.m. 
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MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting, 
except Mr Seselja*. 

*on leave 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 


