


 

Subject to the passage of the Bill, the policies and procedures relating to strip searches will be 
updated to provide specific guidance to corrections officers on the use of strip searches on 
admission.  
 
The amendment proposed in the Bill applies only to strip searches on admission. While the general 
principle of using the least intrusive kind of search and conducting searches in the least intrusive  
way is always the starting point to protect the detainees’ human rights, strip searches on admission 
are undertaken to conduct an initial health assessment of each detainee, as required by section 67 of 
the Act and to protect the security and good order of the correctional centre. There are no changes 
proposed in the Bill to the requirements to undertake strip searches at any other time, which are 
always based on individual circumstances and the requirement for suspicion as described in the Act.  
 
Section 230 of the Bill requires the Minister to review the operation of section 70, dealing with the 
changes to strip search on admission, as soon as practicable two years after the commencement of 
the amending Act.  The review will assess the operation of the section and the ongoing compliance 
with human rights.   
  
There are also several complaints mechanisms available to detainees, including to:  
• ACTCS directly – via email or through a complaints form which they can request. The 

Corrections Management (Detainee Requests and Complaints) Policy 2019 informs detainees 
about the ways to make a complaint and they are not prevented from doing so. 

• The Official Visitors - through the Official Visitor Scheme. The Official Visitors attend the AMC 
regularly and detainees are able to raise complaints to them directly. During the period 
1 October 2022 to 31 December 2022, the Official Visitors made 46 visits to the AMC. 

• ACT Ombudsman - can investigate complaints about ACTCS including the Alexander 
Maconochie Centre, and 

• ACT Human Rights Commission - can investigate and conciliate complaints about a range of 
issues including allegations of discrimination and vilification.  

 
I thank the Committee for its consideration of this Bill and for raising this matter.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

Mick Gentleman MLA  
Minister for Corrections 
 
 




