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Question taken on notice by James Milligan MLA on 28 February 2020, p.5 of Proof 

Transcript: 

MR MILLIGAN: I would just like to get you to identify what the $273,000 is going to 

go towards and identify at the Yarramundi research centre. You have also 

mentioned that you are going to look at a business hub there. It is encouraging to 

see that potentially you have copied one of our initiatives from our own 

announcement already in this space. Can you just elaborate a little on what the 

$273,000 is going to go towards? 

Mr Barr: Sorry, we do not have the appropriate official from economic development, 

but we will make sure we will get her here during this hearing. I will come back to it. 

THE CHAIR: Okay. 

Mr Barr: In broad terms, it is a jointly funded initiative between the Community 

Services Directorate and the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development 

Directorate. The strands that are relevant to tourism and economic development 

relate to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander business development and cultural 

tourism that is aligned with the nature-based tourism strategy work that we have 

been undertaking, although that will now require a little bit of revision, given the 

Namadgi National Park fire and the recovery efforts there. But we will make sure 

that we come back to that before the hearing is resolved. 

The Answer to Question Taken on Notice by Andrew Barr MLA as Minister for Tourism and 

Special Events in connection with the Cultural tourism hub at the Yarramundi Cultural 

Centre, Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate, considered in 

hearings of 28 February 2020 is as follows: 

Yarramundi Cultural Centre is an important place for the local Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander community and ensuring the needs of the community are met is a 

priority prior to expansion of other business development projects. 
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The budget initiative provides $173,000 for a dedicated resource in Community 

Services Directorate to work in partnership with the ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Elected Body and the ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community 

to commence a co-design process that sets out the strategic vision and objectives 

for the Yarramundi Cultural Centre. 

The budget initiative also includes $100,000 for the Chief Minister, Treasury and 

Economic Development Directorate to develop a business case and feasibility study 

to build new or renew facilities and infrastructure at the Yarramundi Cultural Centre. 

The scope of the feasibility study will be informed by the outcomes of the co-design 

process. 

Andrew Barr MLA 

Minister for Tourism and Special Events 

lo March 2020 


