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Introduction 

The Government thanks the Standing Committee on Planning and Urban Renewal for 
providing the recommendations contained in Report No. 6 resulting from the inquiry into 
Draft Territory Plan Variation No. 345 Mawson Group Centre (DV345). 

Report No. 6 (the Report) acknowledges and confirms the recommendations of the 
approved Mawson Group Centre master plan, which formed the basis for the preparation of 
DV345. The Report re-iterates the findings of the master plan; that the group centre is 
highly valued and well utilised by the community, but also that the master plan 
recommendations incorporated into the draft variation for moderate increases in density 
within and adjoining the centre will improve the vitality and encourage rejuvenation within 
the centre. 

The development of the Mawson group centre commenced in 1971, meaning that many of 
the buildings are almost 50 years old and are approaching an age where redevelopment 
may be economically viable. The master plan acknowledges that the low building heights 
and the sunny public courtyards within the centre provide much of the character of the 
centre, providing focal points for community activity and important break out spaces for 
users of the centre to relax and to navigate the centre. The master plan and draft variation 
recognise the importance of these spaces through restricting building heights within the 
central area generally to two storeys, with higher development only permitted away from 
the central area. 

Given the limited area available for development within the centre, it would normally be 
ideal to increase permitted building heights within the centre to make redevelopment of 
ageing buildings more financially viable and permit a greater range of uses for users of the 
centre. The building height control measures in DV345 from the master plan 
recommendations balance development and public amenity within the centre, 
acknowledging that development around the perimeter will likely commence due to greater 
incentives and fewer constraints on development.  
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Recommendations 

No. Recommendations  

Recommendation 1 The Committee recommends that subject to the following 
recommendations Mawson Draft Variation 345 be approved. 

Recommendation 2 The Committee recommends that the ACT Government finalises the 
development of territory plan draft variations, as soon as possible, 
following completion of the relevant master plan. 

Recommendation 3 The Committee recommends that the ACT Government finalise the 
development of master plans in a more timely fashion. 

Recommendation 4 The Committee acknowledges the need for revitalisation of the 
Mawson precinct as well as the maintenance of solar access to the 
main courtyard square and recommends the Government 
implement R8 and C8 as proposed in the Mawson Draft Variation. 

Recommendation 5 The Committee recommends overshadowing provisions are 
included in the Mawson Draft Variation that will apply to any future 
development of Block 3, Section 46; Block 7, Section 46; Block 8, 
Section 46; Block 10, Section 46; Block 17, Section 46 and Block 26, 
Section, 46. 

Recommendation 6 The Committee recommends that overshadowing provisions are 
included in the Mawson Draft Variation to ensure protection for 
morning and mid-afternoon sun for the main (between Block 7 and 
Block 26, Section 46) and northern (between Block 3, Section 46 
and Block 8, Section 46) courtyard squares. 

Recommendation 7 The Committee recommends the current of quantum of car parking 
spaces be retained as part of any future redevelopment of each 
existing surface car park site. 

Recommendation 8 The Committee recommends that R4 and C4 are strengthened to 
ensure that the design of any future basement or multi-level 
parking on the surface car parks promotes shopping in the whole 
centre, not just in the development itself. 

Recommendation 9 The Committee recommends the ACT Government continue to 
pursue a second supermarket on Block 6, Section 57. 

Recommendation 10 The Committee recommends that the Government meet with the 
owner of the 7-Eleven to clarify the ACT Government’s intentions in 
relation to the issues raised in the owner’s submission. 

Recommendation 11 The Committee recommends that the Mawson Draft Variation is 
modified to include a requirement for the creation of a new 
courtyard at the southern end of Block 17, Section 46, along with 
appropriate provisions for solar access for this future open space. 

Recommendation 12 The Committee recommends that the ACT Government include the 
proposed trunk walking and cycling network in the proposed 
Mawson Draft variation. 
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ACT Government Response to the Standing Committee on Planning 
and Urban Renewal Report No. 6 - Draft Variation to the Territory 
Plan No 345 Mawson Group Centre: Zone Changes and 
Amendments to the Mawson Precinct Map and Code. 

The following summarises the Government response to:  

1. The Committee recommends that subject to the following recommendations 
Mawson Draft variation 345 be approved. 

Government Response: NOTED 

2. The Committee recommends that the ACT Government finalise the development of 
territory plan draft variations, as soon as possible, following completion of the 
relevant master plan. 

Government Response: NOTED 

Rationale:  

There is only one commercial centre master plan remaining to be finalised, being the Kippax 
group centre master plan. The Curtin master plan was recently approved in November 2018, 
with the associated Territory Plan variation anticipated to be released for public 
consultation in early 2019. It is anticipated that Kippax master plan will be finalised in the 
near future, with the associated Territory Plan variation to be released for public 
consultation shortly afterwards. 

3. The Committee recommends that the ACT Government finalises the development 
of master plans in a more timely fashion. 

Government Response: NOTED 

Rationale:  

The Curtin master plan was recently approved in November 2018, with the associated 
Territory Plan variation anticipated to be released for public consultation in early 2019. It is 
anticipated that Kippax master plan will be released in early 2019, with the associated 
Territory Plan variation released shortly afterwards. 

4. The Committee acknowledges the need for revitalisation of the Mawson precinct 
as well as the maintenance of solar access to the main courtyard square and 
recommends the Government implement R8 and C8 as proposed in the Mawson 
Draft Variation. 

Government Response: NOTED 
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5. The Committee recommends overshadowing provisions are included in the 
Mawson Draft Variation that will apply to any future development of Block 3, 
Section 46; Block 7, Section 46; Block 8, Section 46; Block 10, Section 46; Block 17, 
Section 46 and Block 26, Section, 46. 

Government Response: AGREED 

Rationale:  

The master plan considered solar access through the central area and restricted building 
heights to two storeys. Additional ‘solar fence’ provisions will be included to limit the extent 
that future development can overshadow surrounding areas. This will ensure development 
does not substantially overshadow the main public courtyards, and provide a reasonable 
compromise between lessees’ ability to redevelop ageing sites against the retention of solar 
access for the users of the public spaces.  

6. The Committee recommends that overshadowing provisions are included in the 
Mawson Draft Variation to ensure protection for morning and mid-afternoon sun 
for the main (between Block 7 and Block 26, Section 46) and northern (between 
Block 3, Section 46 and Block 8, Section 46) courtyard squares. 

Government Response: AGREED 

Rationale:  

As above 

7. The Committee recommends the current quantum of car parking spaces be 
retained as part of any future redevelopment of each existing surface car park site. 

Government Response: AGREED IN PART 

Rationale:  

The existing parking replacement rule contained in the Mawson precinct code already 
requires identified public surface car parking sites to replace the existing level of public car 
parking as part of any development. The rule includes an associated criterion which provides 
a measure of flexibility for replacement parking, with the rule and criteria both being carried 
across into the proposed precinct code. It is considered necessary to include a measure of 
flexibility to ensure that minor departures from the car parking replacement can be 
accommodated, where a proponent can demonstrate that a reduction in parking numbers 
will not adversely affect the operation of the centre. 

As the majority of surface car parking sites are not proposed to be released in the near 
future, this flexibility also accommodates future anticipated and unanticipated changes to 
transport in Canberra, such as the introduction of an alternate public or private transport 
method that results in reduced private vehicle use or parking demand. 

Any future development of the sites will need to demonstrate that there is sufficient parking 
to meet the anticipated demand in the centre. 
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8. The Committee recommends that R4 and C4 are strengthened to ensure that the 
design of any future basement or multi-level parking on the surface car parks 
promotes shopping in the whole centre, not just in the development itself. 

Government Response: AGREED 

Rationale:  

It is agreed that additional provisions be included in the draft variation to ensure members 
of the public utilising any public car parking within the centre be able to exit the car park 
directly to public space, rather than being restricted to the development containing the car 
park.  

In a review of the provisions contained within DV345, it has been determined that a new 
provision would provide more certainty and clarity in defining the desired outcomes. As 
such, a new rule has been included in DV345 requiring publicly accessible car parking to 
provide direct pedestrian access to public space adjoining the development. 

9. The Committee recommends the ACT Government continue to pursue a second 
supermarket on Block 6, Section 57. 

Government Response: NOTED 

Rationale:  

The provisions in DV345 will allow for development of a second supermarket on Block 6 
Section 57. 

10. The Committee recommends that the Government meet with the owner of the 7-
Eleven to clarify the ACT Government’s intentions in relation to the issues raised in 
the owner’s submission. 

Government Response: AGREED 

Rationale:  

Delegates from Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate will meet 
with representatives from 7-Eleven to discuss the issues raised in their submission. 

11. The Committee recommends that the Mawson Draft Variation is modified to 
include a requirement for the creation of a new courtyard at the southern end of 
Block 17, Section 46, along with appropriate provisions for solar access for this 
future open space. 

Government Response: AGREED 
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Rationale:  

While a new public courtyard directly south of the main surface car park west of Heard 
Street was not considered in the preparation of the master plan, providing a new area of 
public space along the main east/west pedestrian spine through the centre will be of benefit 
to the users of the centre. 

The proposed precinct code will be amended to introduce a new rule that will apply to any 
redevelopment of the surface car park, being block 17 section 46. The rule will require 
development to incorporate a permanently open and publicly accessible open courtyard 
space integrated with the existing adjoining areas of public space. The rule will also contain 
requirements for any new building frontage facing the courtyard to provide an active 
frontage to the courtyard, and for development to be limited in height to retain reasonable 
levels of solar access to the public realm. 

12. The Committee recommends the ACT Government include the proposed trunk 
walking and cycling network in the proposed Mawson Draft variation. 

Government Response: NOTED 

Rationale:  

Transport Canberra and City Services, who manage the active travel network, provide 
comment on DAs likely to impact active travel routes and are best placed to manage works 
on or affecting public land.  

The precinct code is not the appropriate document to identify active travel networks as 
constructing the networks is classified as public works and as this is undertaken by or on 
behalf of the Territory it is normally exempt from requiring development approval, meaning 
assessment against the Territory Plan is not undertaken. In addition, detailed design of 
active travel networks can result in changes to locations, alignments or routes, which if it 
were part of the Territory Plan would require a new variation or technical amendment for 
each change. 

Active travel networks are currently included in the ACT Government mapping tool, 
ACTMAPi, for ease of reference for the community and developers. The transport mapping 
is based on network information provided by Transport Canberra and City Services, and is 
updated on a regular basis to ensure the latest changes to active travel routes and facilities 
are shown. This ensures that any alterations are implemented simply and quickly, providing 
up to date information for the community.  


