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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

No. 46

WEDNESDAY, 21 APRIL 1999

___________________________

1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment. A quorum of Members not being
present, the Speaker (Mr Cornwell) ordered the bells to be rung. A quorum having been formed the
Speaker took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their
responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory.

2 TERRITORY OWNED CORPORATIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL 1999

Ms Tucker, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Territory Owned
Corporations Act 1990.

Paper: Ms Tucker presented an explanatory memorandum to the Bill.

Title read by Clerk.

Ms Tucker moved - That this Bill be agreed to in principle.

Debate adjourned (Mr Humphries - Minister Assisting the Treasurer) and the resumption of the
debate made an order of the day for the next sitting.

3 OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY (AMENDMENT) BILL 1999

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question - That this
Bill be agreed to in principle -

Debate resumed.

Question - That this Bill be agreed to in principle - put and passed.
___________________________

Detail stage

Bill, by leave, taken as a whole -

Mr Berry moved the following amendment:

Clause 4, page 2, line 15, at the end of proposed new section 35A, add the following subsection:

“(2)   Subsection (1) applies in relation to an offence against this Part whether it was
committed before or after the commencement of this section.”.

Debate continued.

Mr Humphries (Attorney-General), by leave, was granted an extension of time.
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Debate continued.

Question - That the amendment be agreed to - put.
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The Assembly voted -

Ayes, 7 Noes, 6

Mr Berry Ms Tucker Ms Carnell Mr Stefaniak
Mr Corbell Mr Wood Mr Cornwell
Mr Kaine Mr Hird
Mr Quinlan Mr Humphries
Mr Stanhope Mr Moore

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Bill, as a whole, as amended, agreed to.
___________________________

Question - That this Bill, as amended, be agreed to - put and passed.

4 DANGEROUS GOODS (AMENDMENT) BILL 1999

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question - That this
Bill be agreed to in principle -

Question - That this Bill be agreed to in principle - put and passed.
___________________________

Detail stage

Bill, by leave, taken as a whole -

Mr Berry, by leave, moved the following amendments together:

Clause 4, page 2 -

Line 12, paragraph (b), omit “subsection”, substitute “subsections”.

Line 23, paragraph (b), after proposed new subsection 33 (4), add the following subsection:

“(5) Subsection (4) applies in relation to an offence against this Act whether the act or
omission alleged to constitute the offence occurred before or after the commencement of that
subsection.”.

Debate continued.

Question - That the amendments be agreed to - put.

The Assembly voted -

Ayes, 8 Noes, 7

Mr Berry Mr Stanhope Ms Carnell Mr Smyth
Mr Corbell Ms Tucker Mr Cornwell Mr Stefaniak
Mr Hargreaves Mr Wood Mr Hird
Mr Kaine Mr Humphries
Mr Quinlan Mr Moore

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Bill, as a whole, as amended, agreed to.
___________________________

Question - That this Bill, as amended, be agreed to - put and passed.
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5 GUNGAHLIN DRIVE EXTENSION

Ms Tucker, pursuant to notice, moved - That:

(1) the Government report to the Assembly on its proposals with respect to:

(a) the completion of the Future Public Transport Options Study initiated in response to the
Parliamentary Joint Committee on the ACT’s Report on Gungahlin’s Transport Links;

(b) the development and implementation of a detailed strategy of measures to facilitate the use
of public transport and other non-car models of transport by Canberra residents,
particularly including Gungahlin residents;

(c) the development and implementation of a strategy to reduce the number of vehicles
travelling between Gungahlin and Civic or other southern destinations, such as by
encouraging employment opportunities in Gungahlin and restricting employment growth in
Civic;

(d) the development of a plan for an eastern ring road from Gungahlin and the Barton Highway
to Central Canberra and the Monaro Highway via an upgraded Majura Road, to
complement the public transport system;

(e) the release and implementation of its Integrated Land Use and Transport Strategy
announced in 1997;

(f) a cost-benefit analysis of the two options for the route of the Gungahlin Drive Extension to
the east and west of the Australian Institute of Sport; and

(g) a review of the adequacy of the preliminary assessment into the route of the Parkway
undertaken by Maunsell, and whether further environmental assessment of the proposed
route is required;

(2) upon the presentation of the Government’s proposals to the Assembly, the Speaker forthwith
put the question - “That the paper be referred to the Standing Committee on Urban Services
for inquiry and report.” and if resolved in the affirmative, the Committee, pursuant to the
resolution of the Assembly of 28 April 1998, have access to the full records (including written
submissions and supplementary material and the transcript of public hearings) of the Third
Assembly’s Standing Committee on Planning and Environment’s consideration of the John
Dedman Parkway inquiry; and

(3) the Committee presents its report on the proposals to the Assembly;

before the Draft Variation to the Territory Plan relating to the route for the Gungahlin Drive
extension (the John Dedman Parkway) can be released for public consultation pursuant to
section 19 of the Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991.

Debate ensued.

Mr Corbell moved the following amendment:

Omit all words after “That”, substitute the following words:

“(1) the Standing Committee on Urban Services inquire into and report on proposals for the
Gungahlin Drive extension (John Dedman Parkway) taking account of:

(a) the Maunsell Study, particularly regarding the adequacy of the preliminary assessment
and whether further environmental assessment of the proposed route is required, and
the Government’s response;

(b) other transport inquiries and studies held in the ACT, and the Government’s response;
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(c) the impact of the proposals on arterial roads;

(d) the desirability of improving the use of public transport and other non-car modes of
transport;

(e) the desirability of reducing the number of vehicles needing to travel between Gungahlin
and southern destinations;

(f) the desirability of siting an eastern ring road from Gungahlin and the Barton Highway to
other parts of Canberra via an upgraded Majura Road;

(g) a cost-benefit analysis of the two options for the route of the Gungahlin Drive extension
(John Dedman Parkway), to the east and west of the Australian Institute of Sport; and

(h) any other related matter;

(2) that the Government not proceed with proposals for the draft Variation to the Territory Plan
for the Gungahlin Drive extension (John Dedman Parkway) until the Standing Committee on
Urban Services has presented its report and the Government has tabled its response to the
Committee’s report in the Assembly.”.

Debate continued.

Mr Humphries (Attorney-General) and Mr Corbell, by leave, were granted extensions of time.

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 74 and the resumption of the debate made an
order of the day for a later hour this day.

6 QUESTIONS

Questions without notice were asked.

7 PAPERS

Mr Moore (Minister for Health and Community Care) presented the following papers:

Hepatitis C -

Compensation scheme - Answer to question without notice asked of Mr Moore by Mr Stanhope
(Leader of the Opposition) and taken on notice on 25 March 1999.

Compensation claims  - Answer to question without notice asked of Mr Moore by Mr Berry and
taken on notice on 24 March 1999.

8 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (BROADCASTING OF PROCEEDINGS) ACT -
AUTHORITY TO BROADCAST

The Speaker presented the following papers:

Legislative Assembly (Broadcasting of Proceedings) Act, pursuant to subsection 8 (4) - Authority to
broadcast proceedings in relation to:

The debates on the Occupational Health and Safety (Amendment) Bill 1999 and the Dangerous
Goods (Amendment) Bill 1999 for Wednesday, 21 April 1999, dated 21 April 1999;

The public hearing of the Standing Committee on Health and Community Care’s inquiry into the
Hospital Waiting Lists (both surgical and non-surgical) for Thursday, 29 April 1999, dated 21
April 1999.

9 PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT ACT - EXECUTIVE CONTRACTS - PAPERS -
STATEMENT BY MINISTER
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Ms Carnell (Chief Minister) presented the following papers:

Public Sector Management Act, pursuant to sections 31A and 79 - Copies of executive contracts or
instruments -

Long term contracts:

Mick Lilley, dated 12 March 1999.

Megan Smithies, dated 8 April 1999.

Short term contracts:

Brian Johnson, dated 18 March 1999.

John Wynants, dated 12 March 1999.

Schedule D variation:

Ken Horsham, dated 18 March 1999.

Performance agreements:

Linda Webb, undated.

Guy Thurston, dated 9 October 1998 and 18 March 1999.

Paul Rayner, undated.

Stewart Ellis, dated 19 and 22 March 1999.

Performance agreements and Schedule D variations:

Sue Birtles, dated 16 October 1998 and 18 March 1999.

Elizabeth Fowler, dated 9 October 1998 and 18 March 1999.

John Thwaite, dated 9 October 1998 and 18 March 1999.

Gordon Davidson, dated 9 October 1998 and 18 March 1999.

Allan Eggins, dated 15 October 1998 and 18 March 1999.

Beverley Forner, dated 7 and 9 October 1998 and 18 March 1999 .

Glenys Beauchamp, dated 9 October 1998 and 18 March 1999 -

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the papers.

10 PRESENTATION OF PAPER

Mr Humphries (Manager of Government Business) presented the following paper:

Financial Management Act, pursuant to section 26 - Consolidated Financial Management Report for
the month and financial year to date ending 28 February 1999.

11 MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE - DISCUSSION - SCHOOLING IN THE NEXT
CENTURY

The Assembly was informed that Mr Hird had proposed that a matter of public importance be
submitted to the Assembly for discussion, namely, “The importance of options for schooling into the
next century.”.

Discussion ensued.

The time for the discussion having expired -
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Discussion concluded.

12 GUNGAHLIN DRIVE EXTENSION - URBAN SERVICES - STANDING COMMITTEE
- REFERENCE

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion of Ms Tucker
- That:

(1) the Government report to the Assembly on its proposals with respect to:

(a) the completion of the Future Public Transport Options Study initiated in response to the
Parliamentary Joint Committee on the ACT’s Report on Gungahlin’s Transport Links;

(b) the development and implementation of a detailed strategy of measures to facilitate the use
of public transport and other non-car models of transport by Canberra residents,
particularly including Gungahlin residents;

(c) the development and implementation of a strategy to reduce the number of vehicles
travelling between Gungahlin and Civic or other southern destinations, such as by
encouraging employment opportunities in Gungahlin and restricting employment growth in
Civic;

(d) the development of a plan for an eastern ring road from Gungahlin and the Barton Highway
to Central Canberra and the Monaro Highway via an upgraded Majura Road, to
complement the public transport system;

(e) the release and implementation of its Integrated Land Use and Transport Strategy
announced in 1997;

(f) a cost-benefit analysis of the two options for the route of the Gungahlin Drive Extension to
the east and west of the Australian Institute of Sport; and

(g) a review of the adequacy of the preliminary assessment into the route of the Parkway
undertaken by Maunsell, and whether further environmental assessment of the proposed
route is required;

(2) upon the presentation of the Government’s proposals to the Assembly, the Speaker forthwith
put the question - “That the paper be referred to the Standing Committee on Urban Services
for inquiry and report.” and if resolved in the affirmative, the Committee, pursuant to the
resolution of the Assembly of 28 April 1998, have access to the full records (including written
submissions and supplementary material and the transcript of public hearings) of the Third
Assembly’s Standing Committee on Planning and Environment’s consideration of the John
Dedman Parkway inquiry; and

(3) the Committee presents its report on the proposals to the Assembly;

before the Draft Variation to the Territory Plan relating to the route for the Gungahlin Drive
extension (the John Dedman Parkway) can be released for public consultation pursuant to
section 19 of the Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991. -

and on the amendment moved by Mr Corbell: Omit all words after “That”, substitute the following
words:

“(1)   the Standing Committee on Urban Services inquire into and report on proposals for the
Gungahlin Drive extension (John Dedman Parkway) taking account of:

(a) the Maunsell Study, particularly regarding the adequacy of the preliminary assessment
and whether further environmental assessment of the proposed route is required, and
the Government’s response;
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(b) other transport inquiries and studies held in the ACT, and the Government’s response;

(c) the impact of the proposals on arterial roads;

(d) the desirability of improving the use of public transport and other non-car modes of
transport;

(e) the desirability of reducing the number of vehicles needing to travel between Gungahlin
and southern destinations;

(f) the desirability of siting an eastern ring road from Gungahlin and the Barton Highway to
other parts of Canberra via an upgraded Majura Road;

(g) a cost-benefit analysis of the two options for the route of the Gungahlin Drive extension
(John Dedman Parkway), to the east and west of the Australian Institute of Sport; and

(h) any other related matter;

(2) that the Government not proceed with proposals for the draft Variation to the Territory Plan
for the Gungahlin Drive extension (John Dedman Parkway) until the Standing Committee on
Urban Services has presented its report and the Government has tabled its response to the
Committee’s report in the Assembly.”. -

Debate resumed.

Mr Moore (Minister for Health and Community Care), by leave, again addressed the Assembly.

Debate continued.

Mr Smyth (Minister for Urban Services), by leave, again addressed the Assembly.

Debate continued.

Amendment agreed to.
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Question - That the motion, as amended, viz:

That:

(1)   the Standing Committee on Urban Services inquire into and report on proposals for the
Gungahlin Drive extension (John Dedman Parkway) taking account of:

(a) the Maunsell Study, particularly regarding the adequacy of the preliminary assessment
and whether further environmental assessment of the proposed route is required, and
the Government’s response;

(b) other transport inquiries and studies held in the ACT, and the Government’s response;

(c) the impact of the proposals on arterial roads;

(d) the desirability of improving the use of public transport and other non-car modes of
transport;

(e) the desirability of reducing the number of vehicles needing to travel between Gungahlin
and southern destinations;

(f) the desirability of siting an eastern ring road from Gungahlin and the Barton Highway to
other parts of Canberra via an upgraded Majura Road;

(g) a cost-benefit analysis of the two options for the route of the Gungahlin Drive extension
(John Dedman Parkway), to the east and west of the Australian Institute of Sport; and

(h) any other related matter;

(2) that the Government not proceed with proposals for the draft Variation to the Territory Plan
for the Gungahlin Drive extension (John Dedman Parkway) until the Standing Committee on
Urban Services has presented its report and the Government has tabled its response to the
Committee’s report in the Assembly. -

be agreed to - put and passed.

13 BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY TRAINING LEVY BILL 1999

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question - That this
Bill be agreed to in principle -

Standing order 169: Mr Berry having brought to the attention of the Assembly the fact that the title
of the Bill did not agree with the notice of presentation.

Debate, by leave, resumed.

Mr Humphries (Attorney-General) moved - That the debate be adjourned.

Question - put.

The Assembly voted -

Ayes, 11 Noes, 6

Ms Carnell Mr Osborne Mr Berry Mr Wood
Mr Cornwell Mr Rugendyke Mr Corbell
Mr Hird Mr Smyth Mr Hargreaves
Mr Humphries Mr Stefaniak Mr Quinlan
Mr Kaine Ms Tucker Mr Stanhope
Mr Moore

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
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Ordered - That the resumption of the debate be made an order of the day for the next sitting.
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14 CABINET-IN-CONFIDENCE DOCUMENT - STATEMENT BY MEMBER

Mr Berry, by leave, making a statement in relation to a point of order raised by Mr Smyth (Minister
for Urban Services) concerning a Cabinet-in-Confidence document -

___________________________

Adjournment negatived:  It being 5 p.m. - The question was proposed - That the Assembly do
now adjourn.

Mr Humphries (Manager of Government Business) requiring the question to be put forthwith without
debate -

Question - put and negatived.
___________________________

Mr Berry concluded his statement.

15 COMPULSORY STUDENT UNIONISM

Mr Corbell, pursuant to notice, moved - That this Assembly:

(1) condemns the Federal Liberal Government’s attempts to outlaw compulsory student unionism
and notes the detrimental effect that such a move would have on the ability of student unions to
provide a wide range of essential services;

(2) recognises the important roles performed by the student unions at the Australian National
University, University of Canberra, Australian Catholic University and Canberra Institute of
Technology by providing a wide range of services to their respective members.

Debate ensued.

Mr Humphries (Attorney-General) sought leave for an extension of time.

Objection being raised, leave not granted.

Suspension of standing and temporary orders moved - Extension of time: Mr Humphries
moved - That so much of the standing and temporary orders be suspended as would prevent
Mr Humphries being granted an extension of time.

Closure moved:  Mr Berry moved - That the question be now put.

Question - That the question be now put - put and negatived.

Mr Humphries having been granted leave to conclude his speech, by leave, withdrew his motion.

Debate continued on the question - That the motion be agreed to.

Question - put.

The Assembly voted -

Ayes, 7 Noes, 8

Mr Berry Mr Stanhope Ms Carnell Mr Rugendyke
Mr Corbell Ms Tucker Mr Cornwell Mr Smyth
Mr Hargreaves Mr Hird Mr Stefaniak
Mr Moore Mr Kaine
Mr Quinlan Mr Osborne

And so it was negatived.
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16 ADJOURNMENT

Mr Stefaniak (Minister for Education) moved - That the Assembly do now adjourn.

Question - put and passed.

And then the Assembly, at 6.07 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10.30 a.m.
___________________________

MEMBERS' ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting.
___________________________

           M.J. McRAE
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly


