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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

2004–2005–2006–2007 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No. 96 

THURSDAY, 15 MARCH 2007 
 

 

 1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Mr Berry) 
took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their 
responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory. 

 2 MINISTER FOR POLICE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES—PROPOSED 
MOTION OF NO CONFIDENCE 
Mr Pratt, by leave, moved—That this Assembly expresses a lack of confidence in the 
Minister for Police and Emergency Services for his mismanagement of, and failure to 
consult with, the Emergency Services. 

Debate ensued. 

Closure: Mr Gentleman moved—That the question be now put. 

Question—That the question be now put—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 6 
Mr Barr Mr Gentleman  Mrs Burke Mr Stefaniak 
Mr Berry Mr Hargreaves  Mrs Dunne  
Mr Corbell Ms Porter  Mr Mulcahy  
Dr Foskey Mr Stanhope  Mr Pratt  
Ms Gallagher   Mr Smyth  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

And the question—That the motion be agreed to—being accordingly put. 
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The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 6   NOES, 9 
Mrs Burke Mr Stefaniak  Mr Barr Mr Gentleman 
Mrs Dunne   Mr Berry Mr Hargreaves 
Mr Mulcahy   Mr Corbell Ms Porter 
Mr Pratt   Dr Foskey Mr Stanhope 
Mr Smyth   Ms Gallagher  

And so it was negatived. 

 3 UTILITIES (ENERGY INDUSTRY LEVY) AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister), pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend 
the Utilities Act 2000, and for other purposes. 

Papers: Mr Stanhope presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 13 March 
2007. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Stanhope moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Mulcahy) and the resumption of the debate made an order of 
the day for the next sitting. 

 4 ELECTRICITY (GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS) AMENDMENT BILL 
2007 

Mr Hargreaves (Minister for the Territory and Municipal Services), pursuant to notice, 
presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Electricity (Greenhouse Gas Emissions) Act 
2004. 

Papers: Mr Hargreaves presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 13 March 
2007. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Hargreaves moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Dr Foskey) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the 
day for the next sitting. 

 5 PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT—STANDING COMMITTEE—PROPOSED 
REFERENCE—PUBLIC TRANSPORT IN THE A.C.T. 

Mrs Dunne, by leave, moved—That: 

(1) the Standing Committee on Planning and Environment inquire into and 
investigate public transport in the ACT, specifically: 

(a) the operation of ACTION buses and whether they meet the needs of the 
public and consider factors such as: 
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(i) governance; 

(ii) administrative function; 

(iii) budget; and 

(iv) timetabling; 

(b) the sustainable transport plan, including: 

(i) the appropriateness of the plan, especially targets; 

(ii) progress towards implementation; and 

(iii) measures needed to ensure targets are met; 

(c) issues that assist or impede the establishment and maintenance of 
effective public transport; and  

(d) any other issues; and 

(2) the Committee report by 25 September 2007. 

Debate interrupted in accordance with standing order 74 and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for a later hour this day. 

 6 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice were asked. 

 7 PRESENTATION OF PAPER 
The Speaker presented the following paper: 

Study trip—Report by Mr Smyth MLA—Capitals Alliance Canberra 2007 
Conference—Parliament House, Canberra, 22 and 23 January 2007. 

 8 TRANS-TASMAN MUTUAL RECOGNITION ACT—TRANS-TASMAN 
MUTUAL RECOGNITION (COMMONWEALTH REGULATIONS) 
ENDORSEMENT 2007 (NO. 1)—NOTIFIABLE INSTRUMENT NI2007-77—
PAPER AND STATEMENT BY MINISTER 

Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) presented the following paper: 

Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition Act—Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition 
(Commonwealth Regulations) Endorsement 2007 (No. 1)—Notifiable Instrument 
NI2007-77, dated 10 March 2007— 

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper. 

 9 ANNUAL REPORTS (GOVERNMENT AGENCIES) ACT—ACTEW 
CORPORATION LIMITED—ANNUAL REPORT 2005-2006—CORRIGENDUM—
PAPER AND STATEMENT BY MINISTER 

Mr Stanhope (Treasurer) presented the following paper: 

Annual Reports (Government Agencies) Act, pursuant to section 13—ACTEW 
Corporation Limited—Annual Report 2005-2006—Corrigendum— 

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper. 
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 10 HOMELESSNESS STRATEGY—BREAKING THE CYCLE—SECOND 
PROGRESS REPORT—PAPER AND STATEMENT BY MINISTER 

Ms Gallagher (Minister for Disability and Community Services) presented the 
following paper: 

Homelessness Strategy—Breaking the Cycle—Second progress report for the period 
July 2005-June 2006— 

and, by leave, made a statement in relation to the paper. 

 11 PRESENTATION OF PAPER 
Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) presented the following paper: 

Annual Reports (Government Agencies) Act, pursuant to section 13—Canberra 
Institute of Technology—Annual Report 2006, dated 13 March 2007. 

 12 LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MEMBERS 
Mr Corbell (Manager of Government Business) moved—That leave of absence from 
16 March to 30 April 2007 inclusive be given to all Members. 

Question—put and passed. 

 13 MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE—DISCUSSION—A.C.T. 
GOVERNMENT TAXATION—2006-07 FINANCIAL YEAR—IMPACT OF 
CHANGES ON REVISED BUDGET POSITION 

The Assembly was informed that Dr Foskey, Mr Gentleman, Ms MacDonald, 
Mr Mulcahy, Ms Porter, Mr Pratt and Mr Smyth had proposed that matters of public 
importance be submitted to the Assembly for discussion.  In accordance with the 
provisions of standing order 79, the Speaker had determined that the matter proposed 
by Mr Mulcahy be submitted to the Assembly, namely, “The impact on the revised 
Budget position of changes to ACT Government taxation in the 2006-07 financial 
year.”. 

Discussion ensued. 

The time for discussion having expired— 

Discussion concluded. 

 14 PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT—STANDING COMMITTEE—
REFERENCE—PUBLIC TRANSPORT IN THE A.C.T. 

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the motion of 
Mrs Dunne (see entry 5)— 

Debate resumed by Mr Hargreaves (Minister for the Territory and Municipal 
Services), who moved the following amendment: Omit all words after “investigate”, 
substitute: 

“the services provided by ACTION buses, specifically: 

(a) examining how well it meets the needs of different segments of the 
community while recognising that ACTION’s role is a mass transport 
provider; 
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(b) incorporating comparative analysis of other bus transport operators in 
Australian jurisdictions; 

(c) focussing on ACTION’s services within the context of the sustainable 
transport plan with particular reference to: 

(i) the appropriateness of the plan, especially targets; 

(ii) progress towards implementation; and 

(iii) measures needed to ensure targets are met; and 

(d) providing guidance on principles and key priorities for future service 
planning; 

(2) the Committee report by 30 June 2007; and 

(3) if the Assembly is not sitting when the Committee is ready to report, the 
Committee may send its report to the Speaker, or, in the absence of the 
Speaker, to the Deputy Speaker, who is authorised to give directions for its 
printing, publication and circulation.”. 

Debate continued. 

Dr Foskey addressing the Assembly— 
__________________ 

It being 45 minutes after the commencement of Assembly business— 

Ordered—That the time allotted to Assembly business be extended by 30 minutes. 

__________________ 

Debate continued. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That: 

(1) the Standing Committee on Planning and Environment inquire into and 
investigate the services provided by ACTION buses, specifically: 

(a) examining how well it meets the needs of different segments of the 
community while recognising that ACTION’s role is a mass transport 
provider; 

(b) incorporating comparative analysis of other bus transport operators in 
Australian jurisdictions; 

(c) focussing on ACTION’s services within the context of the sustainable 
transport plan with particular reference to: 

(i) the appropriateness of the plan, especially targets; 

(ii) progress towards implementation; and 

(iii) measures needed to ensure targets are met; and 

(d) providing guidance on principles and key priorities for future service 
planning; 

(2) the Committee report by 30 June 2007; and 
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(3) if the Assembly is not sitting when the Committee is ready to report, the 
Committee may send its report to the Speaker, or, in the absence of the 
Speaker, to the Deputy Speaker, who is authorised to give directions for its 
printing, publication and circulation.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 15 CANBERRA 2003 BUSHFIRES—PAPERS—PROPOSED ORDER TO TABLE 
Mr Stefaniak (Leader of the Opposition) sought leave to move a motion to require the 
Chief Minister to table papers relating to the Canberra 2003 bushfires. 

Objection being raised, leave not granted. 

Suspension of standing orders moved—Order to table papers: Mr Stefaniak moved—
That so much of the standing orders be suspended as would prevent Mr Stefaniak 
from moving a motion to require the Chief Minister to table papers relating to the 
Canberra 2003 bushfires. 

Debate ensued. 

Closure: Ms MacDonald moved—That the question be now put. 

Question—That the question be now put—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 8   NOES, 5 
Mr Barr Mr Gentleman  Mrs Dunne Mr Stefaniak 
Mr Berry Ms MacDonald  Mr Mulcahy  
Dr Foskey Ms Porter  Mr Pratt  
Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope  Mr Smyth  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

And the question—That standing orders be suspended—being accordingly put. 

Question—put and negatived. 

 16 ADJOURNMENT 
It being approximately 6 p.m.—The question was proposed—That the Assembly do 
now adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

The Assembly continuing to sit until 6.30 p.m.—The Speaker adjourned the Assembly 
until Tuesday, 1 May 2007 at 10.30 a.m. 

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting, 
except Mr Seselja*. 

*on leave 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 


