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[Peter Garrisson] took on notice the following question(s):

THE CHAIR: Well, welcome to the ACT Government Solicitor and any official from his office. Please
note that as witnesses, you are protected by parliamentary privilege and will be bound by its
obligations. You must tell the truth, as giving false or misleading evidence will be treated as a serious
matter and may be considered contempt of the Assembly. For the Hansard record, when you speak,
please state your name and the capacity in which you appear.

As we will not be inviting an opening statement, we will now proceed to questions. And my first
guestion is around requests made under the Law Officers Legal Services Directions of 2023 for legal
fees to be paid by the ACT government. And | have a few questions, if that is all right, around that.
How many of these requests have been approved in the last 12 months?

Mr Garrisson: For requests for legal representation?
THE CHAIR: Under the Law Officers Legal Services Directions.

Mr Garrisson: We do not have our final figures yet but it is probably in the vicinity of around about
20.

THE CHAIR: 207

Mr Garrisson: That figure includes the separate representation of public servants. So, for example, if
they require separate representation in an inquest or similar proceeding where we do not think that
my office can represent them because there may be a divergence of interest between them and the
territory. It also covers applications for workplace protection orders and we've said, in fact, the
figure is probably higher than that. But the — we've seen quite a significant increase in having to
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make those applications for particularly health staff, but also some staff in education and other
directorates where they feel threatened or intimidated in particular circumstances.

It also extends, of course, to representation before the Integrity Commission. There has not been
that many applications in the last 12 months because most of the representation has already been
done.

THE CHAIR: Been done.

Mr Garrisson: But there has been a handful, | would suggest. | do apologise. | was hoping that |
would have up-to-date figures in relation to that, but end of year rush and some staffing absences
has meant that | have not been able to collate as much of the data as | would like.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. | am happy for you to take it on notice as well, Solicitor-General.
Mr Garrisson: | am happy to take that on notice.

THE CHAIR: Just on those that have been approved, how many were for defending claims in
proceedings brought against the government, and how many were for commencing claims and
proceedings brought by the ACT government?

Mr Garrisson: | do not believe there were any—I will include this in my response on notice, but all of
them—except for those where, for example, they are making a protection order against a third
party, they were all being represented in other legal proceedings where they were witnesses, for
example, or something of that nature. | do not believe in the last 12 months there was any approval
for the commencement of a legal proceeding.

Mr Garrisson: | do not believe there were any—I will include this in my response on notice, but all of
them—except for those where, for example, they are making a protection order against a third
party, they were all being represented in other legal proceedings where they were witnesses, for
example, or something of that nature. | do not believe in the last 12 months there was any approval
for the commencement of a legal proceeding.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. Do you have data on how many were refused?

Mr Garrisson: | do not believe there were any refused in the last 12 months, and | provided that
data previously, you may recall, chair.

THE CHAIR: That is right.
Mr Garrisson: But we will certainly follow that up.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. What is the total cost of services provided by the ACT government of those
services in the last 12 months? Do you have a figure?

Mr Garrisson: The total cost of legal services as a whole?
THE CHAIR: On that—yes, based on the 20.

Peter Garrisson: The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:









