
 
Matters of public importance—your Assembly @ work 

Sitting week—21 to 25 November 2022 

Issue 11/2022 

Government Business 

Includes business items presented to the Assembly by the Executive including bills, motions, and papers 

Bills introduced 

 Crimes Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 (presented 23 November) 

 Summary: This bill will amend a number of Territory Acts to improve the operation of the criminal justice 
system by introducing two new criminal offences including the prohibition of the public display of Nazi 

symbols and the unauthorised entry of a motor vehicle. The bill provides that an offender’s residence 
outside the ACT must be taken into account as a matter indicating their unsuitability to serve their 
sentence by way of an intensive correction order, under the Crimes (Sentence Administration) Act 2005, 

and also makes amendments to that Act to support ACT Courts to recover outstanding court fine 
amounts. The bill will ensure that the ACT Childrens Court can deal with aggravated burglary and 

robbery offences summarily without prosecution consent. 

 Justice and Community Safety Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 (No 2) (presented 24 November) 

 Summary: This bill will make amendments to Territory justice-related legislation including the Evidence 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1991 relating to the giving of evidence by a witness in the courtroom 

during sexual, violence, or family violence proceedings. Amendments to be made to the Justice of the 
Peace Act 1989 will insert a new provision to allow retired Justices of the Peace to have authority to use 

the “JP retired” title. The Guardianship and Management of Property Act 1991 and the Powers of 
Attorney Act 2006 will be amend the definition of low-risk research to provide that low-risk research 

does not include research that is part of a clinical trial, unless the trial is evaluation a health care 
product, procedure, process or technique that is included in the Australian Register of Therapeutic 

Goods or has gained the support of a substantial number of practitioners in that field of health care. This 
bill will amend the Land Titles Act 1925 and the Land Titles Regulation 2015 relating to the documents 
used to verify an individual’s identity in certain land titles transactions. The bill amends the Liquor Act 

2010 to provide that one member of the Liquor Advisory Board will be appointed by the Minister to 
represent the Australian Federal Police, with amendments also being made to the Security Industry Act 

2003 concerning the period of time for which the Commissioner for Fair Trading is able to suspend a 
security licence, and to confirm that the ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal is empowered to further 

suspend a licence. 



 Long Service Leave (Portable Schemes) Amendment Bill 2022 (presented 22 November) 

 Summary: This bill will amend the Long Service Leave (Portable Schemes) Act 2009 to expand access to 
portable long service leave, under the Act, to include workers in the hairdressing and beauty services 

industry and the accommodation and food services industries. The bill will also make a number of 
technical and consequential amendments to the Long Service Leave (Portable Schemes) Act 2009, the 

Labor Hire Licensing Act 2020 and the Workers Compensation Act 1951. 

 Road Safety Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 (presented 23 November) 

 Summary: This bill will amend Territory road transport legislation to improve road safety by providing 
enhanced penalties to deter dangerous driving behaviours and strengthen the reporting and monitoring 

of driver licence holders’ fitness to drive. The bill will also increase and introduce new penalties for a 
range of offences to ensure the sanctions for dangerous driving behaviours are appropriate and 

proportionate, particularly for repeat offenders. 

Bills debated 

 Health Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 (presented 4 May 2022) 

 Summary: This bill will amend the Medicines, Poisons and Therapeutic Goods Act 2008 to allow 

compliance testing to occur for sales of e-cigarettes to minors. The amendments will clarify that no 
smoking products may be sold via vending machines and will exempt community pharmacists from the 
requirement to source nicotine vaping products from a wholesaler who holds an ACT Tobacco licence. 

Amendments will also be made to the Tobacco and Other Smoking Products Act 1927, by this bill, to 
extend the application of Commonwealth therapeutics goods laws in the Territory. Amendments to the 

Transplantation and Anatomy Act 1978 will also be made to resolve technical legal compatibility issues 
between the Act and the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1997. 

 Proceedings: Debate resumed on this bill on 24 November with all parties supporting the bill in principle. 
During the detail stage an amendment was moved by the Government concerning organ donation that 

and was agreed to. 

 The amended bill was passed by the Assembly. 

 Justice and Community Safety Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 (presented 9 June 2022) 

 Summary: This bill will make minor, technical and non-controversial amendments to a number of 

Territory laws to improve regulation of government, professional and community bodies and to better 
protect and promote improved services for vulnerable persons. The bill will also include provisions to 

improve access to justice for survivors of child sexual abuse which will give the Courts the power to set 
aside unjust child abuse settlements and remove limitation periods on causes of actions for survivors of 
child physical abuse. 

 Proceedings: Debate resumed on this bill on 22 November with all parties in the Assembly supporting 
the passage of the proposed legislation. The bill was agreed to in principle. 

 The bill was passed by the Assembly without amendment. 



 Senior Practitioner Amendment Bill 2022 (presented 4 August 2022) 

 Summary: This bill will amend the Senior Practitioner Act 2018 by removing, from the definition of 
restrictive practice, verbal directions, or gestural conduct, of a coercive nature. This will make it clear 

that coercion is not a restrictive practice that could be part of a positive behaviour support plan. The bill 
will also strengthen the authority of regulations made under the Act to enable them to create offences 

and fix penalties. 

 Proceedings: All parties indicated support for this bill when debate resumed on 22 November with the 

bill being agreed to in principle. 

 The bill was passed by the Assembly without amendment. 

 Workplace Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 (presented 8 June 2022) 

 Summary: This bill will amend a number of laws relating to workplace legislation. The bill will include 

provisions to provide greater clarity for duty holders about their work, health and safety obligations, to 
ensure work health safety offences are effective in deterring non-compliance and to ensure that liability 

for penalty amounts under the Territory’s work health safety laws cannot be insured. The bill seeks to 
strengthen cross-border information sharing arrangements between regulators, will extend work safety 

incident notification laws to require employers to report sexual assault incidents occurring at their 
workplaces to the work safety regulator and improve worker protections relating to private sector 
workers’ compensation. The bill will also make a number of minor and technical amendments to 

workplace legislation. 

 Proceedings: Debate resumed on this proposed legislation on 23 November. All parties supported the 

bill in principle. 

 The bill was passed by the Assembly without amendment. 

 Motion debated 

 A motion moved by the Chief Minister on 24 November called on the Assembly to adopt the Batocara 

mitchelli as the fossil emblem for the ACT.  

 The motion was agreed to following debate. 

 Ministerial statements 

On 22 November, the Minister for Housing and Suburban Development made a ministerial statement 

concerning progress that has been made in the fourth year of implementing the ACT Housing Strategy. 
During the statement the minister outlined the goal of the strategy and presented the ACT Housing 

Strategy Year 4 Report Card. Ms Vassarrotti MLA also made a statement on the matter. 

The ACT’s Land Release Program was the subject of a ministerial statement made by the Minister for 
Planning and Land Management on 22 November. During the statement the minister stated that the 

Government remains committed to improving housing availability, diversity, and choice in response to a 
growing population. 



On 23 November, the Minister for Early Childhood Development made a joint ministerial statement 

concerning the launch of the best start for Canberra’s children: the first 1000 days strategy with the 
Minister for Health also making a statement. At the conclusion, the Minister for Early Childhood 

Development presented the following papers: 

• The Best Start for Canberra’s Children: the First 1000 Days Strategy and Interim action plan 

• Joint ministerial statement—Minister for Early Childhood Development, Minister for Health and 
Minister for Families and Community Services 

The Minister for Business and Better Regulation made a ministerial statement on 23 November 
concerning the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Business Support Program. During the statement 

the Minister informed the Assembly that supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander businesses 
provides significant benefit to individuals, business and the wider community and that Indigenous 

owned and operated businesses are 100 times more likely to employ Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people than non-Indigenous owned businesses. The minister stated that over the course of the 

program many local organisations engaged with, and gained access to, much-needed support 
particularly through the very challenging business operating environment of 2020 and 2021.  

Support for women in Iran was the subject of a ministerial statement made by the Deputy Chief 
Minister on 24 November. The minister said that she was providing the statement to draw the 
Assembly’s attention to the continued use of deadly and disproportionate use of force against protestors 

in Iran following the death of 22 year old Kurdish women Mahsa Amini and share the experiences of 
Maryam, a women born in Iran during the Iran-Iraq war in the 1980s who was part of a campaign to 

collect One Million Signatures for the Repeal of Discriminatory Laws of that country. A number of other 
members also contributed to the debate. 

Further ministerial statements made during the sitting week related to: 

 Construction Occupations Registrar Statement of Expectations—Minister for Business and Better 

Regulation (23 November) 

 Government response to report of the Standing Committee on Health and Community Wellbeing—

Appropriation Bill 2021-2022 and Appropriation (Office of the Legislative Assembly) Bill 2021-2022—
Recommendation 11 Update—Development of a Disability Health Strategy—Minister for Health 

(24 November) 

 Health Workforce Wellbeing Update—Minister for Health (24 November) 

 Social and economic recovery following the COVID-19 pandemic—Government response to Assembly 
resolution of 7 October 2021—Assistant Minister for Seniors, Veterans, Families and Community 
Services (24 November) 

The full text of the statement can be found on the Assembly Hansard site once finalised or viewed from 
Assembly on Demand. 

http://www.hansard.act.gov.au/hansard/2021/links/download.htm
https://aod.parliament.act.gov.au/


Assembly Business 

Includes any business relating to the establishment or membership of a committee or the proposed 
referral of a matter to a committee. It also includes business which proposes to amend, disallow, 

disapprove or declare void any instruments which are made under specific Acts agreed to by the 
Assembly. Assembly business also includes any notice or order of the day which deals with the 

administration of the Assembly or how the Assembly conducts its proceedings 

Motions debated 

 On 23 November, a motion was moved referring the Road Safety Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 to the 
Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety to decide whether or not to undertake an inquiry 
into the bill. 

 The motion was passed by the Assembly without amendment. 

 A motion was moved on 24 November seeking to have the Standing Committee on Public Accounts 

commence an inquiry into the Work Health and Safety Amendment Bill 2022 following presentation of 
the report of the Select Committee on Privileges 2022 and report back to the Assembly on its inquiry three 

months after the presentation of the Select Committee on Privileges 2022 report. 

 The motion was passed by the Assembly without amendment. 

 A motion moved on 24 November sought to have the Standing Committee on Justice and Community 
Safety present its report on the Integrity Commission Amendment Bill 2022 (No 2) within two months 

following when the Government review of the Integrity Commission Act 2018 becomes available. 

 The motion was passed by the Assembly without amendment. 

 A further motion was moved on 24 November amending the reporting date for the Standing Committee 
on Justice and Community Safety’s report on the Freedom of Information Amendment Bill 2022 and the 

Freedom of Information Amendment Bill 2022 [No 2] from 1 December 2022 to 7 February 2023. 

 The motion was passed by the Assembly without amendment. 

 A motion moved on 24 November sought to have the Justice and Community Safety Legislation 

Amendment Bill 2022 (No 2) referred to the Standing Committee on Justice and Community Safety to 
inquire and report by 24 March 2023. An amendment was moved that sought to amend the reporting 

date to 31 January 2023. The amendment was passed following a vote of the Assembly. 

 The amended motion was agreed to by the Assembly. 

Private Members’ Business 

Includes items presented to the Assembly by all non-Executive Members, including bills and motions 

Motions debated 

A motion concerning the fundamental contribution that bees and other pollinators make to our 

environment was moved by Dr Paterson MLA, on behalf of Ms Orr MLA, on 22 November. The motion 
included noting that bees and other pollinators are crucial to our food chain and that without them 

pollinating our crops, whole industries would collapse and severe food shortages would impact all 



Australians. It was also noted in the motion that the destruction of bees and other pollinators natural 

habitats, intensive farming practices, climate change, and pets and diseases are just some of the complex 
reasons driving a decline in both the number and diversity of bees and other pollinators every year. The 

motion noted that the varroa mite is currently threatening a large number of beehives around the NSW 
region with many beekeepers having to destroy their colonies and that Australia has around 2,000 species 

of native bees, with the introduced European honeybee species having a negative impact on our own 
native been population but providing essential pollination for crops and other plan species. The motion 

called on the Government to outline the variety and type of bees and other pollinators in Canberra, the 
current populations and locations of native hives, feral European beehives and beekeepers and their hives 

and what the Government currently does to support our bee and other pollinator populations. The 
motion also included calling on the Government to outline the current biosecurity threats and the 

Government’s response to an endemic threat and how Canberrans are educated on the importance and 
role of bees and other pollinators within our environment. Calling on the Government to report back to 

the Assembly on matters outlined in the motion by World Bee Day on Saturday 20 May 2023 was also 
included in the terms of the motion. During debate all members in the Assembly indicated support for the 

motion. 

The motion was passed without amendment. 

Development of an ACT Men’s Health Plan was the subject of a motion moved by Ms Castley MLA on 

23 November. The motion sought to note that the ACT Men’s Health Report Card 2019 found that four in 
five Canberrans who die from heart disease under 65 are men, that 57 percent of Canberrans who die 

from cancer are men and 75.9 percent of suicides in the ACT are men. The motion also included, among 
other things, that there has not been an examination of social determinants of health for men in the ACT 

which include education, economic security, housing issues, social and community context and healthcare 
and called on the ACT Government to recognise International Men’s Day, develop a public health 

awareness campaign for men’s health and develop an ACT Men’s Health plan (2023-2033). 

During debate an amendment was moved by the Government that included noting that the Australian 

Bureau of Statistics reports that the ACT leads the nation for male life expectancy and ranks as one of the 
highest levels in the world. The amendment also included noting that it is important to develop gender 

sensitive strategies that promote equity and access across health and wellbeing services and that the ACT 
Government is currently working with a range of community organisations to deliver specialised mental 

health and peer support services to men and boys in the ACT, including counselling, advocacy, mentoring 
and education. The amendment called on the ACT Government to continue to focus on those most at risk 
of poor health and lifetime impacts of marginalisation by implementing strategies, plans and activities 

developed with experts, stakeholders and the community to deliver the vision of Accessible, Accountable, 
Sustainable: A Framework for the ACT Public Health System 2020-2030. The Government’s amendment 

was agreed to following a vote of the Assembly. 

The amended motion was passed by the Assembly. 

The impact of grass clippings on ACT waterways was the subject of a motion moved by Mr Davis MLA on 
24 November. The motion included noting that Lake Tuggeranong is often rendered unsafe for swimming 

and other primary contact due to algal blooms and that the Tuggeranong community has been calling for 
better, safer lake amenity since the lake was first established. 



The motion also noted that phosphorus from grass clippings and leaves entering ACT waterways is a 

substantial contributor to the blue-green algae population in Lake Tuggeranong and noted that the 
importance of ensuring that the grass clippings from household and government mowing do not enter the 

storm water system and the lake, preventing any possible contribution to water quality. The motion called 
on the Government to, among other things, consider and explore options to improve the collection of 

grass clippings from its mowing program to protect ACT waterways, to consult on the Urban Open Space 
Management Plan through YourSay and report back to the Assembly by the last sitting day in September 

2023, in line with the commencement of the 2023-24 mowing program. 

During debate an amendment was moved by the Opposition that noted that the issue of grass clippings 

entering lakes and waterways has been raised on a number of occasions to the relevant minister and 
there has been no evidence of action taken. The amendment also included calling on the ACT Government 

to introduce clear, realistic water quality targets to measure the results of their water quality efforts and 
to introduce and publish the maintenance schedule of water quality assets to ensure they are properly 

maintained, commit to publish a comprehensive annual water quality report and report back to the 
Assembly by the last sitting day in September 2023. The amendment was negatived following a vote of 

the Assembly. 

The motion was passed by the Assembly without amendment. 

Further motions debated during the sitting week related to: 

 Federal funding for road projects—Ms Lee MLA (22 November) 

 Uluru Statement from the Heart—Dr Paterson MLA (23 November) 

 Light Rail Stage 2—Mr Parton (24 November) 

The full debate on the above motions can be accessed from the Assembly Hansard site once finalised or 

viewed on Assembly on Demand. 

The full terms of the above motions can be found in the Minutes of Proceedings. 

Petitions and responses 

The following e-petitions and petitions were lodged— 

• Appropriate trees for Bradfield Street, Downer—lodged by Ms Lee (22 November) 

(Referred to the Standing Committee on Planning, Transport and City Services) 

• Chisholm shops—KFC development application—lodged by Ms Burch (22 November) 

• Parking and urban open space for Gungahlin apartment dwellers and small business owners—lodged 
by Ms Orr (22 November) 

(Referred to the Standing Committee on Planning, Transport and City Services) 

• Property developer licensing—lodged by Mr Pettersson (22 November) 

(Referred to the Standing Committee on Planning, Transport and City Services) 

• Richardson shops—lodged by Ms Lawder (22 November) 

(Referred to the Standing Committee on Public Accounts) 

http://www.hansard.act.gov.au/hansard/2021/links/download.htm
https://aod.parliament.act.gov.au/
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-the-chamber/chamber-documents


The following ministerial responses to e-petitions were lodged— 

• 40 km/h speed zone for Canberra Avenue—Minister for Transport and City Services (22 November) 

• Protect Callum Brae Nature Reserve—Minister for Planning and Land Management (22 November) 

• Protection of Bluetts Block-Piney Ridge—Minister for Planning and Land Management (22 November) 

• Recovery plan for nursing and midwifery workers—Minister for Health (23 November) 

A copy of the petitions and responses can be found on the Assembly website. 

Papers Presented 

The following are papers of interest that were presented during the sitting week: 

• ACT Drug and Alcohol Sentencing List: Process and Outcome Evaluation Final Report—Government 
response 

• Auditor-General’s Report No 7 of 2022: ACT Childhood Healthy Eating and Active Living Programs 

• Annual Reports 2021-2022— 

• ACT Judicial Council 

• Icon Water Limited—Revised annual report 

• Office of the Australian Information Commissioner—Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Australian Capital Territory for the provision of privacy services 

• Carbon Footprint Calculator for ACT Business—Government response to Assembly resolution of 
22 March 2022 

• COVID-19 Measures—Report 16 for the period 1 July to 30 September 2022, pursuant to the 
COVID-19 Emergency Response Act 2020 

• Report of a Review of a Correctional Centre by the ACT Inspector of Correctional Services—Health 
Prison Review of the Alexander Maconochie Centre 2022 

• Statement of leases granted, pursuant to the Planning and Development Act 2007, for the period 
1 July to 30 September 2022 

Committee Activities  

Committee reports 

Education and Community Inclusion—Standing Committee 

Report 6—Inquiry into racial vilification 

Environment, Climate Change and Biodiversity—Standing Committee 

Report 6—Inquiry into environmental volunteerism 

Planning, Transport and City Services—Standing Committee 

Report 11—Inquiry into Urban Forest Bill 2022 

https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-the-chamber/petitions


Scrutiny Committee 

  Scrutiny Report 23 

This report, presented on 22 November, contained the committee’s comments on seven bills, seven 

pieces of subordinate legislation, proposed amendments to one bill and 11 government responses. 

Government responses to committee reports 

Justice and Community Safety—Standing Committee 

Report 7—Report into the Inquiry into Petition 32-21 (No Rights Without Remedy)—Revised 

Government response 

Report 9—Inquiry into Community corrections 

Public Accounts—Standing Committee 

Report 6—Inquiry into the Financial Management Amendment Bill 2021 (No 2)—Interim and Updated 

Government responses 

Committee statements 

Education and Community Inclusion—Standing Committee 

 On 22 November, the chair of the committee made a statement informing the Assembly that the 

committee had resolved to extend the reporting date for its inquiry into Auslan to 28 February 2023. 

Health and Community Wellbeing—Standing Committee 

 The chair of the committee informed the Assembly on 22 November that the committee had resolved to 

extend the reporting date for its inquiry into abortion and reproductive choice in the ACT to 
28 February 2023. 

Planning, Transport and City Services—Standing Committee 

 The chair made statements on 22 November informing the Assembly that the committee had resolved 

not to conduct an inquiry into the Animal Management and Welfare Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 
and the Electricity Safety Legislation Amendment Bill 2022. 

 A further statement made by the chair related to the committee’s consideration of petitions, and 
government responses to those petitions, concerning safe active travel to school in Lyneham and safety 

of pedestrians at Narrabundah. The chair informed the Assembly that the committee had resolved not 
to inquire further into matters raised in these petitions. 

Committee membership 

The following committee membership change was agreed to by the Assembly on 22 November: 

Health and Community Wellbeing—Standing Committee 

Dr Paterson discharged from the committee and Mr Pettersson appointed in her place.  

https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/2107288/Scrutiny-Report-No-23-15-November-2022.pdf


Members of the Legislative Assembly for the ACT 

Electorate of Brindabella 

Ms Joy Burch (Australian Labor Party) 

Mr Johnathan Davis (ACT Greens) 

Mr Mick Gentleman (Australian Labor Party) 

Ms Nicole Lawder (Canberra Liberals) 

Mr Mark Parton (Canberra Liberals) 

Electorate of Ginninderra 

Ms Yvette Berry (Australian Labor Party) 

Mr Peter Cain (Canberra Liberals) 

Ms Tara Cheyne (Australian Labor Party) 

Ms Jo Clay (ACT Greens) 

Mrs Elizabeth Kikkert (Canberra Liberals) 

Electorate of Kurrajong 

Mr Andrew Barr (Australian Labor Party) 

Ms Elizabeth Lee (Canberra Liberals) 

Mr Shane Rattenbury (ACT Greens) 

Ms Rachel Stephen-Smith (Australian Labor Party) 

Ms Rebecca Vassarotti (ACT Greens) 

Electorate of Murrumbidgee 

Ms Emma Davidson (ACT Greens) 

Mr Ed Cocks (Canberra Liberals) 

Mr Jeremy Hanson CSC (Canberra Liberals) 

Dr Marisa Paterson (Australian Labor Party) 

Mr Chris Steel (Australian Labor Party) 

Electorate of Yerrabi 

Mr Andrew Braddock (ACT Greens) 

Ms Leanne Castley (Canberra Liberals) 

Mr James Milligan (Canberra Liberals) 

Ms Suzanne Orr (Australian Labor Party) 

Mr Michael Pettersson (Australian Labor Party) 



Next Sitting 

Tuesday, 29 November 2022. 

This document is produced by the Office of the Legislative Assembly for information. 
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