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Mr Finlay took on notice the following question(s): 

MR BRADDOCK: What about the PDFs? 

Mr Finlay: Well, the PDFs have improved, but the PDFs have a cap because the 

PDFs-there is a limit to how machine-readable they can be because they are a 

proprietary format. 

MR BRADDOCK: So there is no future planned work there? We have reached the 

limit of what we can do? 

Mr Finlay: Well, I believe we have gone as far as we can on the PDFs, but I will take 

that on notice and just check whether there is further work that could be done to 

improve the PDFs. 

THE SPEAKER: The answer to the Member's question is as follows: 

The Assembly's website contains PDFs generated from different sources. Hansard PDFs are 

measured against W3C's Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 2.2 (WCAG 2.2) and the International 

Standards Organization PDF/ UA standard 14289. Hansard is compliant on contrast ratios, selectable 

text, document titles, and structure and reading order. To enhance compliance with the above 

guidelines, tags are embedded to increase accessibility and navigation. Hansard does not meet the 
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above guidelines on alt text for images or tables in ministerial responses unless these are supplied by 

the Minister as any attempt by Hansard staff to provide a description of the object necessarily risks 

introducing interpretations or emphases not intended by the relevant minister. 

PDFs created by Chamber Support or Committee Support should, at a minimum, have optical 

character recogn ition (OCR) and so be readily searchable. The Office is aware that older PDFs from 

before the Tenth Assembly may not have OCR, but it would be a significant resource investment, 

possibly requiring retyping older reports, to increase accessibility. 

Documents produced by the Executive pursuant to order of the Assembly are made avai lable on the 

Assemb ly's website in the format in which they are provided as the Office does not have the capacity 

to reformat these large document returns . Standing order 213A(e) requires the Executive, wherever 

practicable, to prepare and provide the documents in an accessible electronic format. 
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