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ACT WatelStrategy2014-44Strikingthebalance

. Centrabolicyguidind\CT andregionalwater
policy

. Long-lastingnpactshrougltommitmenitsthe
associatedmplementati N

. DeliveredyvariousdirectorateandlconWater

. RefreshoftheACT WatelStrategyand
Implementati®an

. Updatedrrangementermonitoring,
evaluatinggndreportingutcomes

- Comprehensiveonsultatiowiththe
Ngunnawandotherconnectedamiliehas
extendedhefinalisatiomftherefresh

Upcomingylilestones

« 10-yearreviewand5-yearlyimplementatiétan
updataobeprovidedoCabinetin Q2 2025
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ACT WatelStrategy2014-44Strikingthebalance

KeyChangegoDraftRefreshedStrategy
- Vision:"Workingogethemnanagin@vatemviselyfora vibrantsustainableandthrivingegion.”

. NewOutcome@eArea: Caringfor WatemwithNgunnawaeople Ngunnawals partnersnwatermplanning,
policyandmanagement

. NewAspirationStatementstigh-levedtrategidirectiommver20 yearsforeachoutcomarea
. Monitoring Evaluation& ReportingAligneadviththeWellbeingramework

RelatedWork

. lconWaterPubliecngagemerdnoptiongoaugmentanberra’svatersupply

. NationaWaterAgreemeniNWA):
. FormerlyNationaWatendnitiativéNWI)- RenewabyAustraliarGovernment.
«  WillrequireACT todevelomnImplementatigran
. Potentiahdditiongbublicconsultatioon NWApriortoor durindraftWaterStrategyefresh
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WatermResourcesin
the ACT andRegion




FederalFundingAgreements

Funds were allocated to the ACT in two agreements were executed in September 2024 for grants:
1) $2.6 million for Implementing Water Reforms in the Murray-Darling Basin (to 30 June 2028).
2) $7.58 million for Restoring the upper Murrumbidgee River Program (to 30 June 2029).
Early Cabinet agreement is required to release the funding.
* Payment of funding is based on delivery of activities against individual KPIs listed within the schedules.

c) Non-delivery of any KPI will result in a partial reduction in the funding received.

d) The dollar value assigned to each individual KPI are not tied to the Territory’s spending on addressing
the KPlIs.
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NationalWaterAgreement

* The National Water Initiative (NWI) is the shared
intergovernmental agreement that underpins the
sustainable management of Australia’s water resources.

* The Australian Government is leading the refresh of the
NWI (now the National Water Agreement NWA).

* The Australian Government have informed the states and
territories that:

* Minister Plibersek will write to Water Ministers with a
final draft of the agreement in November 2024

* The draft Agreement will need to be considered by
Cabinet, and the legal and/or financial implications, if any,
understood prior to ACT endorsement.

e EPSDD will continue to work with DCCEEW to ensure that
the ACT’s views are appropriately captured and addressed.
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WaterAbstractiorCharge

The Water Abstraction Charge (WAC) is a
charge applied to licences to Take Water.

The WAC is applied to recover costs of water
management and governance such as
catchment management to maintain water
quality and environmental costs associated
with taking the water.

Following a review, the Independent
Competition and Regulatory Commission
(ICRC) has recommended an updated water
abstraction charge (WAC) pricing methodology.

ACT Water Abstraction Charge
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WaterAbstractiorCharge

Treasury and the EPSDD are continuing to work together on the government’s response to the ICRC’s review of the WAC
methodology.

o Discussions at officer level have identified a need to an independent review of all water fees and charges
determined under s107 of the Water Resources Act 2007.

o EPSDD and Treasury will collaborate to develop the 2025/26 budget detailing the rationale for further
examination of the methodology proposed by the ICRC, along with implementation options for the WAC in

2025/26.
o The outcomes of the review will inform advice to government on the scope of any proposed changes to the WAC,

along with any associated financial impacts.

WAC revenue is accounted for in the Territory’s consolidated revenue. A reduction in WAC revenue would impact the
Government’s capacity to fund projects that help achieve other Government priorities and policy objectives
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SnowyHydro

Twoelements:

1.

theCommonwealtbhndingoimprovaehehealth
oftheUppe™Murrumbidgéaaver;

2. NSWmakingvateravailablentheupper

Murrumbidgesualtothevolumeofwater
providedbytheACT tocrossbordecommunities

In DecembeR023, theAustraliarGovernment
announced $50mpackageoffundingoimprovehe
healthoftheUppeM™Murrumbidgdaver.

Newmeasuredoimprovehehealthoftheupper
Murrumbidgdaver,thatincludea ReviewoftheSnowy
Deedwillreceive$5.3mover5 yearstoconducthe
reviewandsupporfirstNationgoarticipation
($500,000).

TheSnowyDeed,is theagreemenbetweerthe
CommonwealtNSWandVIC thatbalanceswvater
supplyandenergygeneratiomAnychangesould
impacV¥ictorilmndNSWwatersharesandanyincrease
inreleasesofwaterintotheuppeM™Murrumbidgdaver,
willbecontentious..

Map of Upper Murrumbidgee
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SnowyHydro

The upper Murrumbidgee and Cross Border water Supply

Onthe8 OctobeR024,theNSW Ministefor
WatemvrotaotheACT ChiefMinistern
responseotheACT Governmentsermdor
thesupplyof urbanpotablevaterfromACT
toneighbouringSWtownships.

A non-negotiabternrequiresheNSWto
Mmakeadditionalvateravailableothe
Territoryffromupstreansources,principally
Tantangardam.

Thevolumeofwatertobesuppliedy NSW
totheACT mustresultno ne‘umgac’onthe
availabilitpfwatento ACT fromthesupplyof
theurbanwatetoNSWtownships.

Watemvoulcheedtobe madeavailableto
improvehehealthoftheUpper
Murrumbidgédverandforcriticahuman
need,notjustwhennighflowsprovided
excessflow.

The Murrumbidgee River dried to pools in

December 2019 - upstream of Tharwa Bridge. f‘;

Photo credit: Simon Lowes.




Watenrtrading

The ACT Office of Water is in negotiations with NSW Government officials to progress interstate water trade arrangements
between the ACT and NSW.

Interstate water trade arrangements will support the following:

Regional water security Climate change adaptation Economic opportunities for Traditional
and providing environmental water Custodians and other entitlement holders

Setting up trade between the hydrologically linked ACT and NSW sections of the Murrumbidgee water source has been a
topic of discussion at the interjurisdictional Water Trading Group since at least 2012. To be compliant with the current
Federation Funding Agreement, there are several key timeframes that must be met (see next slide).
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Upcominglates

Key dates:

In September 2024, the ACT Chief Minister wrote to the NSW Premier to affirm the ACT Government’s
commitment to the development of an ACT-NSW Trade Framework.

From 1 July 2025, the ACT must facilitate the full utility of the Commonwealth Environmental Water
Holder’s ACT water entitlements through trade.

Work to enable full retail two-way allocation/entitlement trade between the NSW and the ACT must be
implemented by 1 July 2027.

The Office of Water is preparing a brief with further information for you on this matter,

including a draft paper intended for Cabinet consideration by the end of 2024.
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ACT HealthyWaterways
What'sin theprogram?

KEY PROJECTS

- Waterqualityevidencebase
- 5 catchments

- Trials& initialmplementation

- Constructewvetlands improved
designsX deliveryofassets

- Streetsweepingxperiment
- Leafcampaigns
- Fertiliseprogram

« Cost-effectivenessf WSUDassets

- Naas-Gudgenbgestoration

HEALTHYWATERWAYSPLANS
Naas-GudgenbRiver
LakeTuggeranong
YerrabiPond
LakeBurleyGriffin

LakeGinninderra

STATUS*
Delivered
Jun?25
Jun’25
Mar?26
Nov26

*For public exposure
on YourSay




Openingof BelconnemOvalWetland

e Opportunity for public event
from the end of November

e Tours of site, with focus on
national-first subsurface
wetland element

* Residents and local
stakeholders have been
engaged and are very
interested in project.




Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate

Ben Ponton

Director-General

Personal information

Sam Engele
Deputy Director-General

Planning and Sustainable
Development

Personal information

Alex Magee

Executive Branch Manager

Communication,

Engagement and Media

Personal information

Jeremy Smith
Executive Group Manager

Development and
Implementation

Personal information

Shobaz Kandola
Executive Branch Manager

Development and Implementation

Personal information

Ben Green
Executive Group Manager

Planning and Urban Policy

Personal information

Freya O’Brien
Executive Branch Manager

Strategic Planning and Policy
Personal information

James Bennett
Executive Branch Manager

Building Design and Projects

[Personal information

George Cilliers
Executive Group Manager

Statutory Planning

Personal information

Craig Weller
Executive Branch Manager

Statutory Planning

Personal information

Alix Kaucz
Executive Branch Manager

Statutory Assessments

Personal information

Geoffrey Rutledge
Deputy Director-General

Environment, Water and
Emissions Reduction

Personal information

Fiona Wright
Executive Group Manager

Climate Change, Energy
and Water

Personal information

Rachel De Hosson
Executive Branch Manager

Climate Change and Energy Policy
Personal information

Ros Malouf
Executive Branch Manager

Climate Change and Energy Programs

Personal information

Carolyn O’Neill
Executive Group Manager

Corporate Services and
Operations

Personal information

Bethel Sendaba
Executive Branch Manager

Governance, Compliance and Legal

Personal information

Melissa Tetley
Chief Finance Officer

Personal information

Rory Martin
Executive Branch Manager

People and Capability

Personal information

Veronica Morados
Chief Information Officer

Personal information

Bren Burkevics
Executive Group Manager

Environment, Heritage and
Parks

Personal information

Michaela Watts
Executive Branch Manager

ACT Parks and Conservation Service

Personal information
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