Gonczarelk, Melinda

From: GENTLEMAN

Sent: Monday, 8 August 2022 3:16 PM

To: LA Committee - Estimates

Cc: " BURCH

Subject: ) Correspondence from Minister Gentleman

Attachments: ' Corro from MGB to Milligan - Estimates Hearings 2022.pdf; Attachment - Budget

Estimates - Output Allocations.pdf

Dear Committee
Please find attached:correspondence from Minister Gentleman.
Kind regards

_Office of Mick Gentleman MLA
Minister for Planning and Land Management
Minister for Police and Emergency Services
Minister for Corrections .
Minister for Industrial Relations and Workplace Safety
Manager of Government Business
Member for Brindabella

P: +61 6 620 50218| Legislative Assembly Building, London Circuit, Canberra, ACT 2601 | GPO Box 1020, Canberra, ACT 2601
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\ ACT

Government

-Mick Gentleman MLA

Manager of Government Business

Minister for Plahning and Land Management

Minister for Police and Emergency Services

Minister for Corrections

Minister for Industrial Relations and Workplace Safety

Member for Brindabella

James Milligan MLA
Chair
Select Committee on Estimates 2022-23
. ACT Legislative Assembly
CANBERRA ACT 2601
By email: LACommitteeEstimates@parliament.act.gov.au

Dear Ch/a(rld//"‘ﬂﬁ

Thank you for your letters of 28 July and 4 August regarding the 2022-23 Budget Estimates Hearings.
I am responding on behalf of the Government in my capacity as the Manager of Government
Business.

I note in your correspondence that these hearings are to be conducted face to face in the Prince
- Edward Island Committee room at the Legislative Assembly.

| further note that the Committee has decided to depart from the previous practice of basing the
hearings schedule on budget outputs.

Departing from the practice of using outputs means that all officials will be required to be in
~ attendance for the entirety of each hearing, in some cases, from multiple Directorates.

As you are aware, the COVID-19 pandemic is still having a significant impact on our community with
high case numbers in Canberra and many disruptions to workplaces as a result of COVID-related
leave. This is also true for the ACT Public Service. In addition, the Chief Health Officer (CHO) has
advised that the current epidemiological situation remaining uncertain. As a result, the CHO today
extended the Public Health Emergency Declaration until 11.59pm on 30 September 2022.

" ACT Legislative Assembly London Circuit, GPO Box 1020, Canberra ACT 2601

=4 461262050051 £ gentleman@act.gov.au

e
o
b5

=

£ %
> @GENTLEMANMICk @MickGentleman ol mick.gentleman




Your correspondence of 4 August 2022 lists the COVID-19 mechanisms that will be in place including -
social distancing, cleaning seats and desks and hand sanitiser; however, | would like further advice
from the Committee on how social distancing will be managed, noting that potentially large numbers
of people will be required to congregate at the Legislative Assembly and that the Committee room
may not be able to accommodate the number of witnesses, leading to officials waiting in a less than
ideal environment. The hearing process may be further hampered by the need to clean seats and
desks as different witnesses are called to answer questions throughout any given hearing leading to

a loss in the time available for questions to be asked and answered.

Whilst | believe that under the current environment the best approach would be to hold the hearings
virtually, it is my understanding that the Committee rooms are currently being fit-out with Cisco '
WebEx boards. Given that this technology will be available, might | suggest a hybrid arrangement is
put in place so that witnesses and officials have the choice to either attend in person or virtually
depending on their personal preferences (to keep themselves and their families safe), and in line

with the current arrangements for the ACT Public Service.

A hybrid arrangement will allow those that cannot attend hearings in person for reasons such as,
isolating because of household contacts or being immuno-compromised, to still participate. It will
also assist with limiting the number of people at the Legislative Assembly therefore reducing the risk
of COVID-19 transmission.-Adoption of such arrangements will also assist the Government, the
Public Service and the Assembly discharge obligations under the Work Health and Safety Act 2011 to
provide a safe workplace and take steps to mitigate risks for employees and those that they interact
with.

In addition, to assist the Committee’s scrutiny of the budget, enclosed is a copy of the budget
outputs mapped against ministerial responsibility. This is similar to documents provided to assist
previous committees in their consideration of the Appropriation bills. | also encourage the
Committee revert to past practice and consider matters via the budget outputs. This will assist in
orderly consideration of matters rather than possibly seeing questions jumping around outputs
and/or different Directorates. To assist the Committee, Officials from Chief Minister, Treasury and
Economic Development Directorate (CMTEDD) are available to advise which output best fits
question topics of interest to the Committee.

As always, both my Office and Officials from the Chief l\/lmlster Treasury and Economic Development
Directorate are available to assist the Committee.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. | look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely

| i
Mick Gentleman MLA
Manager of Government Business
G

Cc: Speaker (burch@parliament.act.gov.au)

Encl — Budget outputs allocation to Ministers
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