
 

 

 
 
 

THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 
 
 
 
 

Planning and Development Act 2007 - Exercise of 
call-in powers - Development Applications 

DA201732485 and DA201732500 - ACT Second 
Electricity Supply Project 

 
 
 
 
 

November 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Mick Gentleman MLA 
Minister for Planning and Land Management 

 



















































































































 

 

 
 

WSP 
June 2018 
Page 66 
 
 

Project No 2269599B 
ACT Second Electrical Supply Project EIS Volume 1 

Environmental Impact Statement 
Volume 1 – Main Report 

TransGrid and Evoenergy 

4 COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER 
CONSULTATION 

Communication with stakeholders is ongoing and has been undertaken through participation in Project 

meetings, design workshops, specific topic meetings and on an as-needed basis via email, telephone and 

newsletters. The following sections provide a summary of the consultation undertaken with stakeholders to 

date and outlines the future consultation activities proposed for the Project. 

4.1 CONSULTATION STRATEGY 
TransGrid and Evoenergy have developed a planned consultation approach to the ACT Second Electricity 

Supply Project. Consultation is aimed at informing the community and the relevant stakeholders about the 

project. Consultation has, and will continue to, span the entire project from planning and design through to 

construction and completion of the new substation and associated transmission lines, providing opportunities 

for stakeholders to comment on the project at various stages. In summary, the consultation approach by 

TransGrid and Evoenergy for the Project has been to: 

— provide accurate, easy to understand, relevant and timely information through a variety of channels, 

including face to face contact 

— establish and maintain clear lines of communication and encourage community participation 

— consult early and often to ensure there were ‘no surprises’ to key stakeholders and the community 

— identify opportunities for community engagement at each stage of the Project’s lifecycle 

— be transparent and accountable, and report back to the community on engagement activities 

— provide a mechanism for prompt issues resolution 

— identify and consider a diverse range of views and interests presented by the community. 

TransGrid and Evoenergy will ensure that community and stakeholders are engaged throughout the life of the 

Project including: 

— public notification period of the Draft EIS 

— post determination of the Project 

— throughout construction and operation of the project (as required). 

At this time, consultation to date has included notifying stakeholders and landholders about the Project, 

consultation on Project design and the proposed timing in addition to commencement of leasing agreements 

for required transmission line easements (refer to section 4.3 for details of consultation to date). 

4.2 PROJECT STAKEHOLDERS 
Stakeholders that may be impacted by the Project, have been categorised as either primary or secondary 

stakeholders based on the potential impact of the Project on their activities. The key stakeholders for the 

Project include: 

— Primary stakeholder: 

— Land/lease holders and land managers potentially impacted directly by the Project 

— ACT Government and Riverview Group as developers of the West Belconnen land release area 

— Representative Aboriginal Organisations (RAOs) 

— Community and recreational groups affected by the Project including: 

— Conservation Council 

— Ginninderra Catchment Group 

— Pedal Power 

— ACT Equestrian Association 

— Belconnen Community Council. 
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— Secondary stakeholders: 

— Land/lease holders and land managers potentially impacted indirectly by the Project (i.e. adjacent to 

the Project or which may have distant visual impacts etc.) 

— Local business 

— Community and environmental groups/organisations 

— Federal Government agencies and representatives 

— Internal ACT Government 

— Utility providers, including Icon Water. 

4.3 COMMUNICATION AND CONSULTATION 
METHODOLOGY 

4.3.1 CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN PRIOR TO AND DURING THE 
PREPARATION OF THE DRAFT EIS 

Communication with stakeholders is ongoing and has been undertaken through participation in Project 

meetings, design workshops, specific topic meetings and on an as-needed basis via email, telephone and 

newsletters. The following section provides a summary of the consultation undertaken with stakeholders to 

date. 

4.3.1.1 CONSULTATION WITH AFFECTED PROPERTY OWNERS 

The substation site and the new transmission line alignments are on rural leases (greenfield areas) and are 

therefore anticipated to have limited impacts on the wider local community (i.e. the suburbs of Holt and 

MacGregor). However, a series of meetings were undertaken with affected property owners prior to and 

during the preparation of the Draft EIS to identify key issues with respect to the Project. 

A Project newsletter was sent out by TransGrid to affected properties on 28 July 2015 to inform all property 

owners of the Project and provide them with an overview of the Project. An additional newsletter was also 

distributed to affected land owners and other key stakeholders in June 2017. 

Woodhaven Investments Pty Ltd was informed in September 2014 by ACT Government’s Territory Plan 

Section that the transmission line easement would need to “accommodate all likely future lines including 

330kV”1.  Woodhaven Investments Pty Ltd’s planning report of July 2015 (Blocks 15 and 16 Section 99 Holt – 

Proposal to Vary the Territory Plan) also details Woodhaven Investments Pty Ltd’s awareness of the proposed 

330kV transmission line within the existing easement.  

Discussions with affected land owners has also occurred regarding leasing agreements for transmission line 

easements associated with the Project. These discussions included: 

— Introduction meetings with potentially affected property owners in July and August 2015 

— Ongoing discussions with affected property owners in September 2015 to discuss the proposed 

transmission line alignment and potential options 

— Catch up meetings and on-going site inspections with affected property owners between February and 

April 2016 

— Meetings to discuss potential acquisition and property offers between June and October 2016 and in 

February 2017. 

A more detailed summary of the consultation undertaken with affected property owners is provided in 

Appendix H. 

                                                        

 
1 Letter to David O’Keeffe from Alix Kaucz – September 2014 
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4.3.1.2 CONSULTATION WITH GOVERNMENT AND AGENCY STAKEHOLDERS 

As part of the options development and preparation of the Draft EIS for the Project, the ACT Government has 

undertaken a range of consultation activities with various agency stakeholders and Government agencies and 

authorities. This included the formation of a steering committee, comprising representatives from the following 

stakeholders: 

— Justice and Community Safety Directorate 

— EPSDD 

— Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

— TransGrid 

— Evoenergy. 

Discussions with the land Ginninderry developer (Riverview Group) were also undertaken throughout the 

design of the Project and preparation of the Draft EIS. Further ongoing consultation, led by the ACT 

Government, with key stakeholders would be undertaken throughout the subsequent development phases of 

the Project. 

Pre-application meetings were held on 29 July 2015 and 26 August 2016 with EPSDD and representatives 

from TransGrid, EPSDD and the ACT Conservator of Flora and Fauna (29 July 2015 only) to discuss the 

Project, indicative timing, and planning approvals pathway and requirements. A site inspection was also 

undertaken with representatives from the Project team, EPSDD and the Conservator of Flora and Fauna 

(20 February, 2017) to view the existing site environment and provide an on-site understanding of the Project. 

An additional meeting with the Environment Protection Authority's (EPA) to discuss general project 

requirements (such as erosion and sediment control plan requirements, design hydrology requirements, 

environmental authorisations (spoil import/export) and potential noise impacts) was also held 16 June 2017. 

4.3.1.3 REPRESENTATIVE ABORIGINAL ORGANISATION INVOLVEMENT 

The ACT Heritage Act 2004 makes particular provision for recognising, registering and conserving Aboriginal 

places and objects, and for involving Aboriginal people in decisions affecting those places and objects. In the 

ACT, this involvement is with the RAOs. 

The Project has been identified as being within the tribal boundaries of the Ngunnawal people. As part of 

development of the Project and preparation of the Draft EIS, contact was made with the following groups: 

— Buru Ngunawal Aboriginal Corporation (Buru Ngunawal) 

— King Brown’s Tribal Group Pty Ltd 

— Little Gudgenby River Tribal Council 

— Ngarigu Currawong Clan (Ngarigu). 

Of the four groups contacted, the Buru Ngunawal Aboriginal Corporation and the Little Gudgenby River Tribal 

Council participated in the field surveys for the Project assessment with representatives from Navin Officer 

Heritage Consultants on 3 May 2017 and 4 May 2017. All RAOs were provided a draft version of the Cultural 

Heritage Impact Assessment (Volume 2 – Technical paper 5) for comment between 3–17 August 2017. 

Further discussion regarding the potential Aboriginal impacts associated with the Project is provided in 

Chapter 13 of this Revised EIS. 
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4.3.1.4 SUMMARY OF ISSUES RAISED 

Table 4.1 provides a summary of the key community and stakeholder issues raised during the initial stages of 

the Project and where these concerns have been considered. 

Table 4.1 Summary of issues raised by community and other stakeholders prior to and during preparation 

of Draft EIS 

ISSUE SPECIFIC ISSUES RAISED SECTION WHERE 

ADDRESSED IN 

REVISED EIS 

 Project design and justification  

Project need — Concern regarding the need for the Project. Section 1.3 

Project design — Question regarding the infrastructure requirements for the Project, including 

proposed structure types, locations of structures and lines, etc. 

Chapter 2 

Existing and 

proposed 

utilities impacts 

— Impacts to existing utilities infrastructure from the project: 

— Lower Molonglo Water Quality Control Centre infrastructure and 

operations (i.e. incoming trunk sewers, outgoing non-potable water 

supply line, electrical/gas supply and access) 

— Existing water, effluent and sewage infrastructure. 

— Broad potential interaction with future Riverview infrastructure (water, 

effluent and sewage) requirements.  

Chapter 19 

 Environmental  

Visual impacts 

and amenity 

— Concern regarding potential visual and landscape impacts.  Chapter 6 

Biodiversity — General impacts to flora and fauna resulting from vegetation clearing. 

— Potential impacts to the Little Eagle (Vulnerable in the ACT and NSW) –

known nests are located in close proximity to the Project study area. Flight 

paths of the birds through the area where new transmission lines will be 

erected (collision risk potential). 

— Potential impacts to Superb Parrot (Vulnerable listing nationally) – impacts 

resulting from removal of suitable hollow bearing trees. 

— Impacts to Pink-tailed Worm-Lizard (potential for loss of habitat, application 

of new restorative habitat approaches as part of the Project mitigations, 

requirements for offsetting habitat loss. 

— Native vegetation loss – where and extent to be clarified. 

— Clarification of the condition of the understorey within the area identified in 

early environmental assessment documentation as Native Plantings. 

Confirmation as to whether it meets Natural Temperate Grassland or Box-

Gum Woodland endangered community classifications.  

— Rosenberg’s monitor (Threatened in NSW and rare in ACT) – consideration 

of potential impacts (road fatality) on the lizard from increased construction 

traffic along Stockdill Drive. 

— Impacts to Matters of NES – threatened species and ecological 

communities. 

Chapter 7 

Land use and 

property 

— Requirement for impact assessment to include Woodhaven Green 

residential estate. 

— Concern regarding the potential for property devaluation. 

Chapter 8 

Noise and 

vibration 

— Concern regarding potential noise impacts. Chapter 10 
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ISSUE SPECIFIC ISSUES RAISED SECTION WHERE 

ADDRESSED IN 

REVISED EIS 

Electromagnetic 

fields (EMF) 

— Concern regarding the operation of the project with respect to potential for 

EMF and residential (current and future) dwellings. 

Chapter 11 

Aboriginal 

heritage 

— Cultural Heritage Assessment (CHA) is required as part of the EIS and it 

should be prepared in accordance with the Heritage Council’s 2015 

‘Cultural Heritage Reporting Policy’ and the ‘Burra Charter’ and related 

Practice Notes (Australia ICOMOS 2013). 

— CHA to be prepared in consultation with RAOs. Consultation should be 

planned to reflect the principles outlined in Ask first: A guide to respecting 

Indigenous heritage places and values (Australian Heritage commission 

2001). 

— Requirements to be followed if archaeological excavation is required as part 

of the Project. 

— An Aboriginal place recoded as CR3a also occurs with the Project area – 

this needs to be considered as part of the CHA. 

— Heritage item WB/H5 may have been removed from the Project area – 

visual inspection is required to confirm. 

— Recent heritage investigation and management actions for the West 

Belconnen ‘Ginninderry’ development should be considered and referred to 

as part of the CHA. 

— Statement of Heritage Effect requirements and applications. 

Chapter 13 

Air quality  — Impacts during construction phase from dust generation and movement. Chapter 16 

Utilities — Potential for interaction with current/future water, effluent and sewage 

infrastructure 

— Interaction with the Lower Molonglo Water Quality Control Centre 

Chapter 19 

4.4 PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF THE DRAFT EIS 
The Draft EIS was publicly notified and placed on display between 5 March 2018 and 26 April 2018. 

During this time, TransGrid and Evoenergy undertook further consultation with the community and 

stakeholders to inform them about the Project and provide information to allow them to make informed 

comments regarding the Project. A summary of the activities undertaken during the public notification of the 

Draft EIS is described in the following sections. 

4.4.1 PUBLIC DISPLAYS 

During the exhibition period, the Draft EIS was available on the EPSDD website and was available for 

inspection at the EPSDD Customer Service Centre at 16 Challis Street Dickson. 

4.4.2 PROJECT INFORMATION NEWSLETTER 

To promote the Draft EIS exhibition, a newsletter was distributed to local residents, government agencies and 

other relevant stakeholders. Advertisements were placed in local newspapers to announce the Draft EIS 

display. The advertisements provided details of the exhibition of the Draft EIS, including dates, exhibition 

location(s) and opening hours, and invited property owners and members of the community to submit 

representations in response to the Draft EIS. 
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4.4.3 PROJECT INFORMATION LINE AND WEBSITE 
Details of the Project information line and Project website were also included in all documents to allow 

members of the community to find more information about the project, exhibition period and how to make a 

representation. Information regarding the Project was provided on both the TransGrid and Evoenergy 

websites at the following locations: 

— TransGrid Project website: 

https://www.transgrid.com.au/what-we-do/projects/current-projects/ACT-second-supply 

— Evoenergy Project website: 

http://www.Evoenergy.com.au/Networks/About-our-network/Network-projects.aspx 

4.4.4 BELCONNEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 

A meeting with the Belconnen Community Council was held on 18 April 2018 at the Kaleen Sports Club. 

The meeting was attended by representatives of the project team and nine members of the community 

council. The meeting included a presentation of the proposed works to the council and a discussion regarding 

the potential impacts. Key issues raised at the meeting included: 

— clarifications regarding the design of the proposed transmission line arrangement 

— biodiversity impacts, including the potential for cumulative impacts associated with the adjacent 

Ginninderry Estate development 

— concern regarding the potential EMF impacts associated with the additional transmission line 

— funding source(s) for the Project. 

4.4.5 CONSIDERATION OF COMMUNITY CONSULTANT FEEDBACK 

Following the exhibition period, TransGrid and Evoenergy reviewed representations made by stakeholders 

and the community. Key issues have been identified and the concerns raised addressed in the following 

sections. 

4.5 OVERVIEW OF REPRESENTATIONS 

4.5.1 NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIONS RECEIVED 

Representations to the Draft EIS were received from a total of nine respondents during the notification period. 

These comprised one representation from an affected land owner (Woodhaven Investments Pty Ltd – 

representing the Ginninderra Estate) and representations from the following eight ACT Government 

authorities and agencies: 

— Conservator of Flora and Fauna 

— ACT Heritage Council 

— ACT Environment Protection Agency 

— ACT Government Health – Health Protect Service 

— Icon Water 

— Transport Canberra and City Services 

— ACT Emergency Services Authority 

— Utilities Technical Regulator. 

The following divisions of EPSDD also reviewed the Project but did not provide any further comments: 

— Deed Management 

— Leasing Services 

— Planning Policy. 

https://www.transgrid.com.au/what-we-do/projects/current-projects/ACT-second-supply
http://www.actewagl.com.au/Networks/About-our-network/Network-projects.aspx
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In addition, an assessment of the Draft EIS against the scoping document requirements was undertaken by 

EPSDD. The specific issues raised as part of this review, and the proponent’s response to these issues, are 

discussed in section 4.6.1. 

4.5.2 REPRESENTATION ANALYSIS PROCESS 

ACT Government authority and agency representations have been dealt with separately to the community 

representation due to the specific and/or technical nature of a majority of the issues that were raised in these 

representations. The specific issues raised in ACT Government authority and agency representations, and the 

proponent’s response to these issues, are discussed in section 4.6.2. 

The community representation made by Woodhaven Investments Pty Ltd has been responded to in 

section 4.6.3. 

4.6 RESPONSE TO REPRESENTATIONS REGARDING THE 
PROJECT 

The section below provides a summary of the issues raised as follows: 

— Response to EPSDD Draft EIS Assessment – Table 4.2 provides a summary of the issues raised as part 

of the review of the Draft EIS by EPSDD and the proponent’s response to these issues. 

— Response to ACT Government representations – Table 4.3 provides a summary of the issues raised by 

the ACT Government and other agency representations and the proponent’s response to these issues. 

— Response to community representation – Table 4.4 provides a summary of the issues raised in the 

Woodhaven Investments Pty Ltd representation and the proponent’s response to these issues. 
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Table 4.2 EPSDD Draft EIS assessment 

SCOPING 

SECTION 

NO. 

SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS 

SECTION 

NO. 

PAGE DESCRIPTION SCOPING DOCUMENT MET 

Y-GREEN, NO-RED, PARTIAL-ORANGE 

PROPONENT RESPONSE 

2   5 Proposal details   

 2   Project description   

  2.1.4 11 b) If the land is leased – the 

lessee’s name 

Block 1559 – Check lessee name in 

Table 2.1. 

Table 2.1 updated to provide revised lessee name. 

  2.1.4 11 c) If the land is unleased or public 

land – the custodian of the land 

Confirm B1462, B1469, B1606 and B1633 

custodians. It should be clear if there have 

been any changes of custodian/lessee 

between scoping document and Draft 

EIS/revised EIS. 

New forms are not required; however, the 

report should be updated. 

Table 2.1 updated to provide revised custodianship for 

the identified blocks. Changes have been identified. 

  2.1.4 11 d) The purposes for which the 

land may be used 

Confirm all applicable zoning for 3/118 Holt. Table 2.1 updated to provide revised land zoning for 

this site. 
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SCOPING 

SECTION 

NO. 

SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS 

SECTION 

NO. 

PAGE DESCRIPTION SCOPING DOCUMENT MET 

Y-GREEN, NO-RED, PARTIAL-ORANGE 

PROPONENT RESPONSE 

  1.2 and 1.3 

(parts) 

1-2 g) An outline of any developments 

that have been, or are being, 

undertaken by the proponent, or 

other person(s) or entities, within 

the proposal area and broadly in 

the region. Describe how the 

proposal relates to those in the 

region affected by the proposal 

Confirm other developments within the 

region (i.e. West Belconnen), including 

proposed suburban development. 

As the Project is intended to provide a geographically 

separate and independent and/or contingency 

electrical supply, it is not directly related to other 

developments currently occurring within the region. 

TransGrid is currently completing a refurbishment of 

the existing Canberra Substation (due to be completed 

at the end of June 2018). Other than the proposed 

work for the Second Electrical Supply Project, 

TransGrid is proposing minimal development work in 

the area in the foreseeable future (excluding routine 

maintenance activities).  

Evoenergy is proposing to install electrical 

infrastructure throughout in the common areas for the 

Ginninderra Estate and Ginninderry residential 

development in addition to electrical infrastructure to 

support new streetlights along Stockdill Drive to the 

subdivision entrance roads. 

Other major developments being undertaken by other 

persons include the broader Ginninderry development 

and the Ginninderra Estate (currently in construction). 

Each of these developments, and the potential impacts 

of the Project on these developments is provided in 

Chapter 8 of the Revised EIS. 
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SCOPING 

SECTION 

NO. 

SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS 

SECTION 

NO. 

PAGE DESCRIPTION SCOPING DOCUMENT MET 

Y-GREEN, NO-RED, PARTIAL-ORANGE 

PROPONENT RESPONSE 

  2.2, 2.3 

and 2.4 

15-38 h) A description of all the 

components of the proposal, 

including the proposal 

specifications including the 

predicted timescale for 

implementation (design, 

approvals, construction and 

decommissioning) and project life 

Confirm decommissioning post-use and 

project life i.e. upon completion of the 

proposed works, how long will they be in 

operation for until they are removed or 

replaced? 

It is unlikely that the project would be 

decommissioned. As described above, maintenance 

would be regularly undertaken for the different 

infrastructure components and plant items such as the 

proposed transformer. These components would be 

replaced/refurbished towards the end of their 

serviceable life. Equipment for the substation is 

expected to have a service life of around 40 to 50 

years. 

Section 2.2.3.2 of the Revised EIS has been updated 

to reflect the above clarification. 

3    Legislative context   

 3   Statutory requirements   

    Planning & Development 

Regulation 

Please provide detail on applicability of PD 

Regulation. 

Section 3.2.3 of the Revised EIS has been updated to 

provide detail on the applicability of the Planning and 

Development 2008 Regulation. 

    EPBC Regulations 2000 Please provide detail on applicability of 

EPBC Regulation 

Section 3.3.3.3 of the Revised EIS has been updated 

to include detail on the applicability of the EPBC 

Regulations 2000. 

 3.1   Statutory requirements   

  3.2.1.1, 

3.4.1.1 

49, 58 Territory Plan 2008 Please confirm the Territory Plan definitions 

for all works and their permissibility in 

relevant zones on pp48-49. 

A review of the Territory Plan definitions for all works 

and their permissibility in relevant zones included in 

Table 3.1 of the Draft EIS has been undertaken. 

Where relevant, the identified Territory Zones and 

permissibility have been updated. 
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SCOPING 

SECTION 

NO. 

SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS 

SECTION 

NO. 

PAGE DESCRIPTION SCOPING DOCUMENT MET 

Y-GREEN, NO-RED, PARTIAL-ORANGE 

PROPONENT RESPONSE 

    Other relevant planning and environmental guidelines and management plans, including: 

    Commonwealth Listing Advice, 

Survey Guidelines and Referral 

Guideline 

Please provide an overview statement on 

how the Commonwealth listing advice, 

survey guidelines and referral guidelines 

have been considered in developing the EIS. 

New section 3.4.1.6 included to the Revised EIS to 

provide an overview statement on how the 

Commonwealth listing advice, survey guidelines and 

referral guidelines have been considered in developing 

the EIS. 

    Recovery plans, threat abatement 

plans, conservation advices 

Please provide an overview statement on 

how the recovery plans, threat abatement 

plans and conservation advices have been 

considered in developing the EIS. 

New section 3.4.1.7 included to the Revised EIS to 

provide an overview statement on how the recovery 

plans, threat abatement plans and conservation 

advices have been considered in developing the EIS. 

    Molonglo Valley Strategic 

Assessment Area Plan 

No overview statement provided. Added new section 3.4.1.8 to the Revised EIS to 

provide an overview statement on how the Molonglo 

Valley Strategic Assessment Area Plan have been 

considered in developing the EIS. 

 3.1.1   Ecologically sustainable development 

5    Assessment of Impacts   

 1   Landscape and visual   

  6 81 Visual impacts of new 

infrastructure in the landscape 

(including lighting of the facility) 

1. Confirm location of PRV-7 as 2 locations 

are shown on maps. Confirm suburb 

description of PRV-7 on p93-94 of report. 

With respect to the two points which are shown on 

Figure 6.2, this is intended to identify that the views 

are similar and have been assessed as a 

representative view from this broader area. 

The description of PRV-7 is considered to be 

representative of this viewpoint. 

Technical paper 1 – Landscape Character and Visual 

Impact Assessment, Table 5.1 has been updated to 

provide further clarity on this. 
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SCOPING 

SECTION 

NO. 

SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS 

SECTION 

NO. 

PAGE DESCRIPTION SCOPING DOCUMENT MET 

Y-GREEN, NO-RED, PARTIAL-ORANGE 

PROPONENT RESPONSE 

     2. Confirm if any mitigation measures have 

been considered for suburban views 

(including areas yet to be developed), such 

as PRV6 and PRV4. 

The revised Landscape Character and Visual Impact 

Assessment has further considered the potential 

impacts of the project on suburban views including 

PRV-4 and PRV-6. The revised assessment 

acknowledged that there will soon be approximately 

350 houses within the Ginninderra Estate, and from 

many there would be close views of the new towers 

(including PRV-4) and noted that the existing 

recommendations would serve to reduce the extent of 

impact, yet it is acknowledged that there would be 

ongoing visual impact to the landscape character. 

     3. p96 states ‘approximately half of the new 

transmission lines would occur within the 

existing transmission easements and 

therefore contain the visual impact’. Please 

confirm height differences between existing 

infrastructure and new infrastructure, and 

impacts of potentially taller structures. 

The existing structures within the easement are 

between about 26 metres and 29 metres. 

The proposed new double circuit towers would have 

heights of between 40 metres up to around 49 metres, 

resulting in a height difference of between about 14 

metres (minimum difference) and 23 metres (maximum 

difference). 

Technical paper 1 – Landscape Character and Visual 

Impact Assessment has been updated to provide 

further detail on the height differences and potential 

impacts. 

     4. In Tables 6.9 and 21.4, please confirm the 

risk ID. 

The Risk ID in Table 6.9 and Table 21.4 has been 

amended to show A.2. 

 2   Terrestrial Flora and Fauna   

  7 97 Disturbance or loss of threatened 

species (ACT listed) 

As per Conservator's comments on 

fragmentation, please confirm any impact 

and mitigation measures for species/ habitat. 

Comments by the Conservator have been addressed 

in Table 4.3 of the Revised EIS. 
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SCOPING 

SECTION 

NO. 

SCOPING 

ITEM 

EIS 

SECTION 

NO. 

PAGE DESCRIPTION SCOPING DOCUMENT MET 

Y-GREEN, NO-RED, PARTIAL-ORANGE 

PROPONENT RESPONSE 

  7 97 Impact on threatened species 

habitat (ACT and Commonwealth 

listed) 

As per Conservator's comments, please 

confirm locations of trees to be removed and 

the Pink-Tailed Worm-Lizard habitat 

restoration measures. 

Page 113 – Confirm residual risk level for 

B.2 – Hollow bearing trees. 

Comments by the Conservator have been addressed 

in Table 4.3 of the Revised EIS. 

 3   Hazards and Risks   

  20 176 Safety risks for workers and the 

public during construction 

Please confirm missing risk and residual risk 

ratings in Table 5.4 and (if applicable) Table 

20.3 

Additional risk (ID O.4) added to Environmental Risk 

Assessment (Table 5.4) and corresponding table 20.1. 

  20 176 Danger to workers during future 

development/maintenance works 

Please confirm missing risk and residual risk 

ratings in Table 5.4 and (if applicable) Table 

20.3 

Additional risk (ID O.5) added to Environmental Risk 

Assessment (Table 5.4) and corresponding table 20.1. 

  20 176 Risk of the substation causing a 

bushfire of being damaged by fire 

Please confirm risk ratings for O1, O2 and 

O3. Different ratings appear in table 5.4 than 

in the summary tables 20.3 and 21.6. 

The residual risk ratings presented in Table 20.3 were 

incorrect. The ratings provided in Table 5.4 presented 

the correct initial risk ratings. 

Section 20.6 and Table 21.4 have been updated in the 

Revised EIS accordingly. 

  20 176 Infrastructure failure causing fire 

or explosion 

Please confirm risk ratings for O1, O2 and 

O3. Different ratings appear in table 5.4 than 

in the summary tables 20.3 and 21.6. 

The residual risk ratings presented in Table 20.3 were 

incorrect. The ratings provided in Table 5.4 presented 

the correct initial risk ratings. 

Section 20.6 and Table 21.4 have been updated in the 

Revised EIS accordingly. 

  20 176 Bushfire on neighbouring 

properties affecting the project 

Please confirm risk ratings for O1, O2 and 

O3. Different ratings appear in table 5.4 than 

in the summary tables 20.3 and 21.6. 

The residual risk ratings presented in Table 20.3 were 

incorrect. The ratings provided in Table 5.4 presented 

the correct initial risk ratings. 

Section 20.6 and Table 21.4 have been updated in the 

Revised EIS accordingly. 
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 4   Traffic and transport   

  9 121 Increased traffic movements 

during construction affecting the 

surrounding transport network 

Confirm relevant ACT authorities on 

p128-129. 

The authorities referred to in section 9.4 of the Revised 

EIS have been updated to reflect the relevant 

authorities. 

 5   Noise and vibration   

  10 130 Noise and vibration during 

construction 

It may be useful to confirm timings of works 

on 3/118 Holt and other locations near 

current or future residential development 

against when residential development is 

expected to occur 

As part of the agreement between TransGrid and the 

developer of Ginninderra Estate, TransGrid has 

agreed to undertake constructions works for the 

transmission tower footings between May and August 

2019. Some construction works are also anticipated to 

occur at concurrently with the future development of 

the Ginninderry residential development. 

 6   Indigenous heritage sites   

  13 144 Impact of known Indigenous 

heritage sites/objects 

As per ACT Heritage Council advice, further 

detail requested on investigations 

Comments by the ACT Heritage Council have been 

addressed in Table 4.3 of the Revised EIS. 

  13 144 Impact on undetected indigenous 

heritage sites/objects 

As per ACT Heritage Council advice, further 

detail requested on investigations 

Comments by the ACT Heritage Council have been 

addressed in Table 4.3 of the Revised EIS. 

5.7    Residual risk   

    Provide a table that details the 

residual risk for the potentially 

significant impacts identified. 

Changes required as detailed elsewhere Section 16.6 of the Revised EIS has been updated to 

include a table detailing the residual risk for the 

potentially significant impacts identified (Table 13.4). 

 5.7   General information   

 5.7.3   Landscape and visual   

  6 81 — Undertake a visual 

assessment of the site and 

surrounds to describe the 

current landscape character 

of the area 

See comments on associated risks for 

matters to address on current electrical 

infrastructure. 

The Technical paper 1 - Landscape Character and 

Visual Impact Assessment provided as part of the draft 

EIS has been updated following public notification. The 

results of the revised report have been incorporated 

into the Revised EIS. 
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 5.7.4   Soil, water and contamination   

  15 153 — Describe how water will be 

managed on the site 

It is noted that the final design aims to meet 

WSUD code. As this is a concurrent 

application, please confirm that DA contains 

current design. 

The proponent confirms that the DA presents the 

current design for the Project. 

  15 153 — Describe the current 

groundwater quality and 

measures proposed to 

maintain and monitor ground 

water quality 

Please confirm all groundwater monitoring 

measures have been included in the report. 

As noted in section 15.2 of the draft EIS, no 

groundwater was detected during the geotechnical 

investigation activities undertaken in 2016 and 2017 

and therefore the quality of any potential existing 

groundwater has not been determined. 

As identified in section 15.3.2 of the draft EIS, no 

groundwater impacts are anticipated during operation 

and as a result no ongoing monitoring is proposed for 

groundwater quality. 

We confirm that this is still proposed as part of the 

Revised EIS. 

  7 108 — Identify EPBC Act listed 

threatened species and 

communities potentially 

present on or off-site that 

could be affected, directly or 

indirectly, by the proposal. 

The Department of 

Environment and Energy has 

identified that the project may 

or is likely to have a 

significant impact on the 

following EPBC Act listed 

threatened species and 

communities: 

There is a discrepancy between Table 7.6 in 

report and Table 5.3 in Technical Paper 2. 

Please confirm impact area of land 

clearance. 

Table 7.6 of the Revised EIS has been updated to 

reflect the correct impact area of land clearance (1.1 

hectares). 
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— Regent Honeyeater 

(Anthochaera phrygia) 

(critically endangered)  

— Golden Sun Moth 

(Synemon plana) 

(critically endangered)  

— Hoary Sunray 

(Leucochrysum albicans 

var. tricolor) 

(endangered)  

— Basalt Pepper-cress 

(Lepidium hyssopifolium) 

(endangered)  

— Superb Parrot (Polytelis 

swainsonii) (vulnerable)  

— Pink-tailed Worm-Lizard 

(Aprasia parapulchella) 

(vulnerable)  

— Pale Pomaderris 

(Pomaderris pallida) 

(vulnerable). 

 5.7.9   Specific risks identified by the Commonwealth  

  7 97 — Permanent removal of 

approximately 1.6 hectares of 

potential foraging and 

breeding habitat for the 

EPBC listed critically 

endangered Regent 

Honeyeater (Anthochaera 

phrygia) and vulnerable 

Superb Parrot (Polytelis 

swainsonii). 

Scoping document indicates 1.6 hectares of 

habitat, p.105 indicates 1.1 hectares. 

Please confirm impact area. 

It is noted that the Scoping document indicates that the 

Project would impact around 1.6 hectares of potential 

foraging and breeding habitat. 

Following preparation of the Application for Scoping 

Document, the area of potential impact was refined 

and reduced to minimise potential impacts. The area of 

impact to potential foraging and breeding habitat can 

be confirmed as 1.1 hectares. 
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  7 98 — Permanent removal of 

approximately 5.7 hectares of 

habitat for EPBC listed 

vulnerable Pink-tailed Worm-

Lizard (Aprasia 

parapulchella). 

Scoping document indicates 5.7 hectares of 

habitat, p.106 indicates 3.28 hectares. 

Please confirm impact area. 

Since the preparation of the referral and the scoping 

document application, the Project design has been 

refined based on the preliminary constraints mapping. 

As a result, the impact on threatened species, 

including the habitat for the Pink-tailed Worm-Lizard – 

Aprasia parapulchella has been minimised as far as 

practicably possible. 

Following preparation of the Application for Scoping 

Document, the area of potential impact was reduced to 

minimise potential impacts. The area of impact to this 

habitat can be confirmed as 3.28 hectares. 

6 6.1   Community and stakeholder consultation  

  4 63-68 The proponent must consult with: 

— Lease holders and land 

managers of land potentially 

impacted by the proposal 

— Any recreational groups 

which will be affected by the 

proposal 

— Any volunteer conservation, 

landscape management or 

land care groups active in the 

area to be affected by the 

proposal 

— The local community. 

Please include evidence of pre-lodgement 

and additional public consultation to support 

chapter 4. 

As described in section 4.3, a number of consultation 

activities were undertaken prior to and during the 

preparation of the draft EIS. Additional information has 

been included in this section of the Revised EIS to 

provide further evidence of pre-lodgement consultation 

for the project. 

Through the respective project websites for TransGrid 

and Evoenergy, newsletters and presentations, 

stakeholders were kept informed of the project’s 

progress leading up to the EIS public notifications 

period. Stakeholders were offered presentations on the 

status of the project soon after the submission of the 

EIS and the DAs. 

As a result of this notification, a meeting with the 

Belconnen Community Council was held on 18 April 

2018 at the Kaleen Sports Club during the public 

notification period for the EIS. Details of this meeting 

are provided in section 4.4.4 of the Revised EIS. 
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 6.2     

  4 63-38 Describe the community 

consultation undertaken 

(methodology and criteria for 

identifying stakeholders and the 

communication methods used). 

Examples of community newsletters and 

other consultations are useful supporting 

evidence. E.g. 4.4.2 states that a newsletter 

and newspaper ads would advertise 

community information sessions. 

As noted in section 4.4 of the Revised EIS, a series of 

newsletters to relevant stakeholders and local 

residents have been provided throughout the 

development of the Project. These newsletters have 

been made available on TransGrid’s project website 

(https://www.transgrid.com.au/what-we-

do/projects/current-projects/ACT-second-supply) and 

are also attached to the Revised EIS as Appendix H. 

 6.3     

   N/A The revised EIS must include the 

representations received, issues 

raised in the representations and 

a response to the issues and 

values identified. The summary 

response must clearly identify the 

representation(s) to which the 

responses relate. 

Please address this matter in the revised 

EIS. 

Discussion regarding the representations received, 

issues raised in the representations and a response to 

the issues identified is provided in section 4.5 and 

section 4.6 of the Revised EIS. 

 6.4     

   N/A Describe how any concerns have 

been considered in light of the 

proposal and any future 

development planned. 

Please address this matter in the revised 

EIS. 

Discussion regarding the concerns raised with respect 

to future planned development planned is described in 

4.6.3 of the Revised EIS (response to Woodhaven 

Investments Pty Ltd (Ginninderra Estate) 

representation). 

7    Recommendations   

 7.0      

  21 185 Provide a summary of any 

commitments to impact 

prevention, mitigation measures 

and other actions within the EIS. 

Changes as required in other sections and 

general comments should be reflected in this 

section. 

Noted. Where required, changes have been made 

throughout the Revised EIS to reflect responses to 

other items identified. 

https://www.transgrid.com.au/what-we-do/projects/current-projects/ACT-second-supply
https://www.transgrid.com.au/what-we-do/projects/current-projects/ACT-second-supply
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 7.1      

  21.6 201 Provide a summary table outlining 

the residual risk assessment 

results. 

Refer to general comments below. Please 

ensure that all risks in this table use 

consistent risk IDs and that the risk rating 

and residual risk rating is the same as in 

other sections. Please confirm that all risks 

have been included where a residual risk is 

medium or higher. 

The residual risk assessment results table (Table 21.4 

of the Revised EIS) has been updated to ensure that 

the risks in this table are consistent with respect to IDs, 

risk rating and residual risk rating throughout the EIS. 

 7.2      

  21 185 Describe the monitoring 

parameters, monitoring points, 

frequency, data interpretation and 

reporting proposals. 

Changes as required in other sections and 

general comments should be reflected in this 

chapter. 

Where required, changes have been made throughout 

the Revised EIS to reflect responses to other items 

identified. 

    Other comments   

  7 Tables 

7.1, 

7.10 

and 

21.4 

Tables related to biodiversity Please confirm risk IDs are consistent 

throughout. Please confirm residual risk for 

all risks initially rated medium or above in 

table 7.1, and include this data in tables 7.10 

and 21.4. 

Table 7.1, Table 7.10 and Table 21.4 have been 

updated to reflect consistent ID references and 

residual risk ratings. 
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Table 4.3 ACT Government representation submissions and responses 

ITEM ISSUE(S) RAISED RESPONSE EIS / DA 

REFERENCE 

Conservator of Flora and Fauna 

A-1 It was noted that the documentation submitted with the 

Development Applications did not clearly show the location of 

trees that are to be removed to determine if any of these trees 

could be retained by utilising actions such as 'habitating' the 

trees, or the use of technical measures on the new electrical 

assets. 

The Biodiversity Impact Assessment for the Project (Technical Paper 2) has been updated to 

include an Appendix E which shows the location of trees that are proposed to be removed as 

part of the Project. Any trees that could be retained for ‘habitating’ purposes, and which meet 

with the requirements for vegetation management within electricity easements, would be 

considered for this purpose as part of the CEMP. 

Maps showing the location of the proposed trees to be removed have been included in 

Appendix E of the updated Biodiversity Impact Assessment (WSP, May 2018). 

DA 

A-2 It was noted that a mitigation measure included in the EIS 

identified that where trees with hollows are felled, the hollows 

are to be recovered and reinstalled where possible. The 

Conservator noted that no detail had been provided in the 

associated Development Applications as to where and how this 

would occur. 

Management measures C-B5 and C-B6 identify measures relating to the recovery and re-use of 

hollows felled as part of the Project. Specifically, measure C-B4 notes that where hollows are 

felled, these are to be recovered and reinstalled within the property they are felled where 

possible. Re-use of hollows is considered to be preferable to the construction of artificial nest 

boxes as compensatory nesting offsets. Felled hollows that are not able to be mounted would be 

retained on ground. 

EIS / DA 

A-3 With respect to Pink-tailed Worm-Lizard habitat, the 

Conservator noted that restoration works must also include the 

restoration of native ground storey and should involve the 

scraping of the topsoil of the site and reseeding with native 

grasses prior to the placement of the rock. 

As identified in Chapter 7, where possible, areas of Pink-tailed Worm-Lizard habitat impacted by 
the Project have been minimised. As identified in management measure C-B11, restoration of 
native ground storey would be undertaken through revegetation of the proposed substation site 
with local native grasses, specifically Themeda triandra and Poa sieberiana. Seeding of the 
proposed grasses would be undertaken in accordance with required practices, including the 
scraping of the topsoil where required. 

EIS / DA 

A-4 The Conservator recommended a series of conditions of 

approval for the TransGrid Development Application including: 

— Prior to commencement of construction, a Construction 

Environment Management Plan is developed and 

approved that includes: 

— A Rehabilitation Plan for the restoration of the Pink-

tailed Worm-Lizard habitat 

— Weed management and tree management plans 

— A management plan which details the recovery and 

re-use of the hollows 

As identified in section 21.1.1 of the Revised EIS, a Construction Environmental Management 
Plan (CEMP) would be prepared prior to construction to outline all construction conditions and 
temporary environmental protection measures to manage the impact of construction activities. 
The CEMP would be consistent with the environmental management measures documented in 
the Revised EIS and identified in the Development Application. Specifically: 

— Management measure C-B11 identifies measures for the restoration of Pink-tailed Worm-

Lizard habitat through stockpiling of suitable rocks uncovered during construction 

— Management measure C-B2 identifies measures to prevent the spread of invasive species 

and pathogens, including into areas of potential habitat for threatened species 

— Management measures C-B6 and C-B6 identify measures relating to the recovery and re-

use of hollows felled as part of the Project. 

DA 
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ITEM ISSUE(S) RAISED RESPONSE EIS / DA 

REFERENCE 

A-5 — That all vehicles, machinery and equipment are washed 

down prior to entering the site to reduce the risk of weed 

spread 

Management measure C-B2 identifies that measures such as cleaning vehicle tyres, undersides 
and radiator grills before leaving a property (as appropriate) would be undertaken to minimise 
soil movement (and therefore the risk of weed spread) between locations during construction. 

DA 

A-6 — That the Red Gum hollow bearing tree located within the 

proposed asset protection zone is retained as a single 

smooth bark tree is compatible with an asset protection 

zone and this tree. 

The Red Gum hollow bearing tree located within the proposed asset protection zone is proposed 

to be retained. An additional mitigation measure C-B3 has been included as part of the Revised 

EIS to capture this requirement. 

DA 

A-7 The Conservator recommended a series of conditions of 

approval for the Evoenergy Development Application including: 

— If the proposed vegetation clearing involves the loss of any 

Black Cypress (Callitris endlicheri) plants, then prior to any 

removal the trees should be checked to determine whether 

they support Callitris Mistletoe (Muellerina bidwillii). The 

loss of mistletoe bearing Callitris trees should be avoided. 

Whilst Black Cypress was identified as a flora species recorded within the project study area 

(referring to Appendix A of the Biodiversity Impact Assessment), the impact assessment for the 

Project, as presented in section 7.3 of the draft EIS did not identify that the Project would impact 

on any of the recorded Black Cypress species. 

However, should the final Project require the removal of any of this species, then prior to any 

removal the trees should be checked to determine whether they support Callitris Mistletoe and 

would avoid impact to this species wherever possible. An additional mitigation measure C-B3 

has been included as part of the Revised EIS to capture this requirement. 

DA 

A-8 — That prior to commencement of construction the proponent 

must submit: 

— A Tree Management Plan that clearly shows the trees 

that are to be removed and which trees are hollow 

bearing 

— A Management Plan detailing the recovery and re-use 

of the hollows. 

Prior to construction, all trees (including hollow bearing trees) which are proposed to be removed 

would be clearly identified as part of a Tree Management Plan (or similar). An additional 

mitigation measure C-B3 has been included as part of the Revised EIS to capture this 

requirement. 

With respect to the proposed re-use of hollows, this has previously been addressed above in 

Item A-2. 

DA 

A-9 — Any timber from trees that are removed as part of the 

works and not used in the hollow re-use is to be utilised as 

course woody debris in nearby reserves. 

An additional mitigation measure C-B6 has been included as part of the Revised EIS to capture 

this requirement. 

DA 
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ITEM ISSUE(S) RAISED RESPONSE EIS / DA 

REFERENCE 

A-10 — In order to mitigate the potential impact of the clearing for 

the powerlines connectivity and fragmentation of habitat at 

the key linkage points, a mixture of plantings and tree 

retention either side of the powerline corridor should be 

undertaken to ensure that and the vegetation gap created 

by the powerlines does not exceed 100 metres. 

As described in section 2.2.3 of the Revised EIS, vegetation removal is required to maintain 

appropriate clearances between ground vegetation and transmission lines to comply with 

TransGrid and Evoenergy design and safety standards. 

Within the transmission line corridor (easement), low lying vegetation and grasses would be 

maintained as part of the operation of the Project (refer to section 2.2.3 of the Revised EIS). 

Outside of the easement, there would be limited clearing of existing vegetation. 

The maximum width of the proposed transmission line corridor would be around 90 metres. 

DA 

A-11 — That all vehicles, machinery and equipment are washed 

down prior to entering the site to reduce the risk of weed 

spread. 

This issue has previously been addressed above in Item A-5. Mitigation measure C-B2 has been 

updated as part of the Revised EIS to capture this requirement. 

DA 

ACT Heritage Council 

Note: While separate representations from the ACT Heritage Council were made with respect to the TransGrid and Evoenergy components of the proposed works, the comments in 

each of these representations were consistent with the issues presented below. 

B-1 The ACT Heritage Council requested further information 

regarding the potential of the Project to damage Aboriginal 

places and objects. Specifically, information was requested for 

the following: 

— A description of archaeological survey coverage from the 

3rd and 4th May 2017 inspection, including mapping, to 

identify the physical area inspected during survey, 

spanning both the larger Project area and the DA impact 

areas. 

The archaeological survey undertaken on the 3rd and 4th May 2017 involved completing a series 

of transects across the study area and in particular concentrating on the project impact areas 

and areas of ground surface visibility. Figure 7.9 of the updated Technical paper 5 – Cultural 

Heritage Assessment (Navin Officer, 2018) depicts the survey transects undertaken in relation to 

the project area and project impact area. Four people completed the assessment, each walking 

approximately five to 10 metres apart, ensuring a wide area was surveyed for each transect. 

All areas of the project were traversed. An approximate total of 33 percent of the ground surface 

in the project study area was directly inspected during the survey. The visibility of 20 percent 

across the project areas reduced the overall survey coverage to approximately 26 percent. 

Of the project impact area, approximately 78 percent of the ground surface was directly 

inspected, reduced by the surface visibility to around 63 percent. 

For a survey of this type and area surveyed the survey coverage is assessed to be typical and 

adequate. 

EIS / DA 
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REFERENCE 

B-2 — An analysis of the above archaeological survey coverage, 

to identify the proportion of the larger Project area and the 

DA impact areas subject to heritage inspection, and the 

effectiveness of this inspection. Mapping showing the 

relationship between survey transects and proposed 

infrastructure should be provided as part of the analysis. 

Refer to response item B-1 above for response to this issue. EIS / DA 

B-3 — A description of RAO views about the heritage significance 

of the Aboriginal places recorded. 

As described in section 4.3 of the Cultural Heritage Assessment (Technical Paper 5), Teagan 

Denny representing the Buru Ngunawal Aboriginal Corporation and Tiana House Representing 

the Little Gudgenby River Tribal Council participated in the field survey. As part of the RAO 

consultation, these representatives provided a record of Aboriginal field participation which was 

included in Appendix 1 of the Cultural Heritage Assessment. As part of these records of 

representative participation, no views regarding the heritage significance of the Aboriginal places 

recorded were identified. 

Additionally, as identified in section 4.3 of the Cultural Heritage Assessment, a draft copy of the 

report was forwarded to each group for comment on 3rd August 2017 from which no comments 

were received. 

Further consultation with the RAO’s was also undertaken following the public notification period 

to confirm their views regarding the Project. Section 4.3 of the revised Cultural Heritage 

Assessment identifies the records of consultation with available RAO’s. Of the RAO’s that were 

able to be contacted, the importance of maintaining Aboriginal places for their spiritual and 

cultural significance was noted. The RAO’s agreed with the findings of the report and the 

recommendations for minimising harm as proposed in the draft Cultural Heritage Assessment. 

EIS / DA 

B-4 — A description of RAO views about the heritage effects of 

the Project and works proposed by the DA’s. 

As part of the records of representative participation and issue of the draft Cultural Heritage 

Assessment report (refer to response in item G-3 above), no further views regarding the heritage 

effects of the Project were identified as a result of further consultation with the RAO’s following 

public notification of the draft EIS. 

EIS / DA 

B-5 — A description of RAO views about the heritage 

management recommendations proposed. 

As part of the records of representative participation and issue of the draft Cultural Heritage 

Assessment report (refer to response in item G-3 above), no further views regarding the 

proposed heritage management recommendations were identified as a result of further 

consultation with the RAO’s following public notification of the draft EIS. 

EIS / DA 
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ITEM ISSUE(S) RAISED RESPONSE EIS / DA 

REFERENCE 

B-6 The ACT Heritage Council also noted that the submitted CHA 

did not describe RAO views on the heritage significance of 

existing sites SDRA1, SDRA2 and SDRA3, the potential 

heritage impacts of proposed development, and the suitability 

of the projects heritage management plan recommendations. 

Section 4.3 of the revised Cultural Heritage Assessment has been updated to reflect additional 

consultation with the RAO’s regarding their view on the existing sites SDRA1, SDRA2 and 

SDRA3, the potential heritage impacts of proposed development. The recommendations 

regarding these sites have also been updated to reflect the views of the RAO’s to fence of the 

sites SDRA1 and SDRA3 during construction. 

EIS / DA 

ACT Government Health – Health Protect Service 

C-1 The Health Protect Service noted that the Draft EIS addressed 

the concerns raised as part of the scoping application phase of 

the project and that they had no further comments regarding 

the EIS. 

Comments from Health Protect Service are acknowledged. EIS 

C-2 The Health Protect Service noted that they supported the 

recommendations to prepare a CEMP for the Project and an 

Unexpected Finds Protocol during construction. 

Comments from Health Protect Service are acknowledged. DA 

C-3 The Health Protect Service advised that the design and 

construction of all water bodies must minimise the potential to 

become a local mosquito nuisance. 

The rain gardens would be designed so as to minimise the potential to become a local mosquito 

nuisance. 

EIS / DA 

ACT Environment Protection Agency (EPA) 

Note: While separate representations from the ACT Environment Protection Agency were made with respect to the TransGrid and Evoenergy components of the proposed works, the 

comments in each of these representations were consistent with the issues presented below. 

D-1 The ACT EPA recommended a series of conditions of approval 

for the proposed works as follows: 

— Construction and development works must be carried out 

in accordance with ‘Environment Protection Guidelines for 

Construction and Land Development in the ACT’, 

March 2011. 

Construction of the Project would be carried out in accordance with all relevant legislation, 

including the Environment Protection Guidelines for Construction and Land Development in the 

ACT. 

EIS / DA 
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ITEM ISSUE(S) RAISED RESPONSE EIS / DA 

REFERENCE 

D-2 — As the site is greater than 0.3 hectares the construction is 

an activity listed in Schedule 1 as a Class B activity under 

the Environment Protection Act 1997. The contractor must 

therefore hold an Environmental Authorisation or enter into 

an Environment Protection Agreement with the EPA in 

respect of that activity prior to works commencing. 

Prior to commencement of works, the contractor would apply for (and gain approval of) an 

Environmental Authorisation with the EPA. 

DA 

D-3 — An erosion and sediment control plan must be submitted to 

and be endorsed by the EPA prior to works commencing. 

Erosion and Sediment Control Plans (ESCPs) have been prepared and submitted with the DA. 

These would be submitted to the ACT EPA prior to works commencing for endorsement. 

EIS / DA 

D-4 — A site specific unexpected finds protocol (UFP) must be 

prepared by a suitably qualified environmental consultant 

and implemented during site development works. The UFP 

must include, amongst other things, appropriate 

procedures for the identification, assessment, 

management, validation and disposal of potential 

contamination at the site and contractor induction 

procedures into the use of the UFP. 

As identified in proposed mitigation measure C-SC6, an UFP would be prepared to manage any 

unexpected contamination identified during the site works. The final UFP would identify 

measures to mitigate potential risks to sensitive receptors from exposure to contamination 

associated with the unexpected finds, consistent with the requirements outlined by the ACT EPA 

in their representation. 

EIS / DA 

D-5 — Copies of the PSI submitted with the DA must be 

submitted to and be formally endorsed by the EPA prior to 

the commencement of works. 

Copies of the Preliminary Site Investigation (as outlined in section 14.2.1 of the Revised EIS) 

would be made available to the ACT EPA prior to commencement of works for endorsement. 

EIS / DA 

D-6 The ACT EPA also provided the following advice regarding the 

proposed works: 

— Noise from equipment which may be installed or used at 

the site, including air conditioning units, must comply with 

the noise standard at the block boundary at all times as 

per the Environment Protection Regulation 2005. 

— Assurance should be sought from the supplier/installer of 

the equipment that it complies with the Noise Zone 

Standard as per the Environment Protection Regulation, 

2005. 

As described in section 10.2.1.1 of the Revised EIS, the ACT Environment Protection Regulation 

2005 (Schedule 2) noise zones and standards were considered for the project. Based on the 

noise and vibration assessment undertaken, it was concluded that the operation of the Project 

would meet the relevant noise and vibration guideline requirements when the identified 

mitigation measures have been applied (refer to section 10.3.2.2 of the Revised EIS). This would 

include operation of the substation, associated equipment (such as circuit breakers), the 

transmission line and operational noise impacts associated with road traffic changes. 

EIS / DA 

D-7 — All external lights must comply with Australian Standards 

AS4282 Control of the obtrusive effects of outdoor lighting. 

All external lighting associated with the project would comply with relevant Australian Standards, 

including AS4282 Control of the obtrusive effects of outdoor lighting. 

EIS / DA 
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ITEM ISSUE(S) RAISED RESPONSE EIS / DA 

REFERENCE 

D-8 — All rain water that enters the site and pools in excavations 

during a rain storm event would be considered as a 

sediment control pond, and must meet the following 

condition: 

— No discharge from pond unless sediment level is less 

than 60mg/litre. If sediment level is greater, then prior 

to discharge, the dam must be dosed with either Alum 

or Gypsum and allowed to settle until the sediment is 

less than 60 mg/litre. 

This is noted. EIS / DA 

Icon Water 

E-1 Icon Water noted that the design complies with their water and 

sewerage network protection and access requirements. 

Comments from Icon Water are noted. EIS / DA 

E-2 Icon Water noted that their assets should be protected for the 

duration of the construction works from short term load 

shedding from construction machinery or vibration and 

groundwater ingress or infiltration. It was also noted that any 

damage to Icon assets resulting from the construction works 

should be repaired by Icon Water at the contractors’ expense. 

As noted in section 19.3, it is not expected that the proposed works would result in any direct 

impacts to existing utilities with the exception of the need to relocate an existing Telstra line. It is 

not expected that the proposed construction works would affect existing groundwater ingress or 

infiltration. 

Icon’s comment regarding damage to their assets is noted. 

EIS / DA 

E-3 Icon Water noted that access to Icon's assets including sewer 

structures, manholes, hydrants and valves should be 

maintained for the duration of the construction works. 

Access to Icon's assets would be maintained for the duration of the construction works. EIS / DA 

Transport Canberra and City Services 

Note: While separate representations from Transport Canberra and City Services were made with respect to the TransGrid and Evoenergy components of the proposed works, the 

comments in each of these representations were consistent with the issues presented below. 

F-1 Transport Canberra and City Services acknowledged that 

adequate studies had been undertaken and sufficient 

documentation has been prepared to support EIS. 

Comments from Transport Canberra and City Services are noted. EIS 
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F-2 With respect to the concurrent DA’s, Transport Canberra and 

City Services noted support for the applications subject to 

compliance with a series of identified conditions. Conditions 

included requirements for: 

— Design review and operational acceptance 

— Temporary traffic management 

— Preparation of a Landscape management and protection 

plan 

— Use of verges or other unleased Territory land 

— Repair of damage to public assets 

— Notice of commencement of construction. 

Transport Canberra and City Services support for the applications are noted. DA 

Emergency Services Authority 

(ACT Fire and Rescue and ACT Rural Fire Service) 

Note: While separate representations from Emergency Services Authority were made with respect to the TransGrid and Evoenergy components of the proposed works, the comments 

in each of these representations were consistent with the issues presented below. 

G-1 Emergency Services Authority (ESA) noted that all roads and 

driveways for the development site are to be suitably 

constructed to allow the access and egress of fire fighting 

vehicles, crews and equipment. 

In addition, all emergency access gates should be fitted with 

standard Fire Brigade locks. 

All roads and driveways for the development site would be constructed suitable for access and 

egress of fire fighting vehicles, crews and equipment. Gates to the substation property site would 

be fitted with locks suitable for fire brigade access. However, for safety reasons access to within 

the switchyard would not be fitted with standard Fire Brigade locks. 

DA 

G-2 Bushfire prone land requirements 

ACT Fire and Rescue has reviewed the Bushfire Risk 

Assessment Report and concurs with its findings and 

recommendations. 

ACT Fire and Rescues’ review and comment regarding the Bushfire Risk Assessment Report is 

noted. 

DA 

G-3 Fencing in bushfire prone areas 

Reference was made to the design of fencing for developments 

in bushfire prone land. It was identified that in cases where 

timber fences are proposed, care should be taken in the 

selection, location and maintenance of landscaping adjoining 

the fence. 

As described in section 2.2.2 of the Revised EIS, the security fence would be comprised of a 

galvanised steel (or similar) material. 

DA 
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REFERENCE 

G-4 Landscaping in bushfire prone areas 

ESA noted in their representation that landscaping of the site is 

to be managed to inner APZ standards as per Table 4 of the 

ACT Bushfire Management Standards (2014). It was also 

noted that landscaping should consider the principals detailed 

in Appendix 5 of NSW Planning for Bushfire Protection 2006 

and the Fire retardant plants - Yarra!umla nursery Garden 

Advice series. 

As described in section 2.2.2 of the Revised EIS, to comply with TransGrid’s safety 

requirements, the following would be incorporated across and around the substation with respect 

to asset protection zones: 

— An inner asset protection zone (IAPZ) – this would be a cleared zone of all trees which may 

impact on an existing structure during a bushfire in accordance with TransGrid design and 

safety standards. It would be mowed/maintained to keep grass height low. This would 

include the following areas (measured out from the switchyard security fence): 

— northern and western sides – 30 metre wide 

— southern and eastern sides – 25 metre wide. 

— An outer APZ (OAPZ) – this would be mowed/maintained to keep grass height low for 

bushfire risk management. This would include the area (measured out from the switchyard 

security fence): 

— northern and western sides – 100 metre wide. 

Vegetation and grasses would also be maintained within the transmission line corridors as part 

of the operation of the Project (refer to section 2.2.3 of the Revised EIS). The finalisation of the 

APZ’s for the Project would also consider the standards and principals of the identified 

guidelines. 

DA 

G-5 Bushfire protection measures during construction 

Where works prevent travel along existing fire trails or access 

ways, alternate access, constructed to Rigid Float standard in 

accordance with the Strategic Bushfire Management Plan 

(2014) must be provided to ensure access for firefighting 

operations is maintained. 

As described, construction of the Project would aim to utilise existing access tracks for 

movement of construction vehicles wherever possible to minimise environmental disturbance 

outside of these areas. It is not expected that construction works would prevent travel along 

these tracks (e.g. placement or storage of materials would not occur along access tracks and 

would be located in identified areas either side of access tracks, etc.). 

Where new tracks are required to be constructed, these tracks would be built in accordance with 

the Best Practice Guidelines for Fire Trail Construction and Maintenance (Bushfire Coordinating 

Committee 2007). 

DA 

G-6 Standard industry procedures are to be adhered to for hot 

works during construction and operation at the facility and a 

permit will be required for any high-risk activities such as hot 

works on total fire ban days. 

Standard industry procedures would be adhered to for hot works during construction and 

operation of the project. 

Specifically, management measure C-HR9 notes that hot works (such as welding or other 

activities generating heat or sparks) would be restricted on days of declared catastrophic fire 

danger. 

DA 
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G-7 The ACT Rural Fire Service (ACT RFS) endorsed the 

recommendations of the Bushfire Risk Assessment Report, 

including extension of OAPZs at the existing Canberra 

Substation, and establishment and maintenance of APZs at the 

proposed Stockdill substation. 

ACT RFS’ endorsement of the recommendations of the Bushfire Risk Assessment Report are 

acknowledged. These recommendations have been included as management measure O-HR9 

(refer to section 21.4 of the Revised EIS). 

DA 

G-8 ACT RFS recommended that TransGrid and ActewAGL [now 

Evoenergy] revise their bushfire management plans to include 

the Bushfire Risk Assessment Report recommended actions, 

and submit a Bushfire Operations Plan to fulfil the requirements 

of the Emergencies Act 2004 Section 78, to the ESA 

Commissioner for approval. 

TransGrid and Evoenergy would update their existing bushfire management plans to take into 

account the additional infrastructure associated with the Project. These plans would be provided 

to the ESA Commissioner to fulfil the requirements of the Emergencies Act 2004 Section 78. 

DA 

Utilities Technical Regulator 

H-1 The Utilities Technical Regulator noted that the documentation 
submitted for the Development Application and EIS appears to 
be in accordance with the Utilities (Technical Regulation) 
(Electricity Transmission Supply Code) Approval 2016 and did 
not have any additional comments. 

The representation from the Utilities Technical Regulator is noted. EIS / DA 
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Table 4.4 Community representation issues and responses – Woodhaven Investments Pty Ltd (Ginninderra Estate) 

ITEM ISSUE(S) RAISED RESPONSE 

Woodhaven Investments Pty Ltd 

I-1 General items 

Items 1 to 8 of the representation provides a series of general comments 

as part of the upfront sections of the representation including: 

— a summary of the proposed Project 

— clarification of the blocks of land to which the representation relates 

— a summary Woodhaven’s lease holding arrangement 

— confirmation of the extent of proposed infrastructure in relation to the 

Ginninderra Estate site. 

The comments identified in this section of the representation are acknowledged and noted. 

I-2 Summary of representation 

Items 9 to 16 of the representation provide a summary of the 

representation including highlighting the following issues: 

— overall accuracy of the Draft EIS report 

— concern regarding the overall impact of the proposed infrastructure. 

— concern regarding the consideration of alternatives to avoid potential 

adverse impacts. 

The issues raised in the summary of representation are discussed in further detail in the following 

section of this response table. 

I-3 Aerial photography 

Items 17 to 31 of the representation provide a summary of concerns 

regarding the accuracy of the aerial photography used for the base maps 

presented in the Draft EIS. The representation identifies that the aerial 

based used did not accuracy represent the current use of the land at the 

time of the preparation of the Draft EIS including more recent construction 

of the road network associated with the Ginninderra Estate. 

As part of the preparation of the Revised EIS, the aerial photography base map imagery for the 

figures within the main EIS (and relevant sections of the technical papers) have been updated 

(March 2018 aerial photography). 
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I-4 Draft EIS figures 

Items 32 to 36 of the representation identify a series of concerns with a 

number of the figures provided in the Draft EIS including: 

— not providing a photograph from the Ginninderra Estate as part of the 

existing environment 

— the location of labelling on some maps within the vicinity of the 

Ginninderra Estate 

— and use of shading on some maps to identify the potential area of 

impact. 

With respect to the photographs provided in section 2.2 of the Draft EIS, these images were 

intended to provide an overall representation of the area. While a specific viewpoint is not 

provided from the Ginninderra Estate, the photographs provided are considered to provide an 

overall indication of the existing environment at the time of preparing the Draft EIS. 

With respect to the issues raised regarding labelling and shading shown on the maps, it is not 

considered that the issues raised are such that they would affect the ability for an accurate 

assessment of the Project to be undertaken. However, where possible, labelling on the revised 

figures in this document have been amended where possible. 

I-5 Nominated viewpoints and viewpoint analysis 

Item 37 to 54 in general raised a series of concerns regarding the view 

point assessments undertaken as part of the Draft EIS and associated 

Visual Impact Assessment prepared by Envisage Consulting (Envisage, 

2017). Concerns raised included: 

— the location of the chosen viewpoints with regards to their accuracy to 

represent the current landscape character of the Ginninderra Estate 

site 

— the suitability of the viewpoints presented and the reasoning for 

choosing these viewpoints for the assessment 

— the impact assessment ratings attributed to some of the identified 

viewpoints. 

The representation also presented a series of alternative viewpoints / 

photomontages specific to the Ginninderra Estate site. 

Overall, the representation noted that the Draft EIS does not present any 

viewpoints of the proposed infrastructure from within the Ginninderra 

Estate, instead focusing on viewpoints from the road. 

The assessment methodology for the determination and assessment of viewpoints associated 

with potential impacts from the project was described in Chapter 2 of the Landscape Character 

and Visual Impact Assessment (Technical Paper 1 of the draft EIS). 

For the viewpoint assessment, a range of potentially sensitive viewpoints within around one 

kilometre of the Project impact area were considered. While not all specific viewpoints along the 

project alignment were assessed, it is considered that the assessed viewpoints did provide for a 

broad range of different viewpoints along the entire length of the corridor and were suitable to 

provide an overall assessment of the whole Project. 

With respect to the specific concerns regarding the viewpoint analysis for the Ginninderra Estate, 

sections 5.2 and 5.3 of the updated Landscape Character and Visual Impact Assessment 

(Envisage, June 2018) has re-considered the potential impacts to the estate including the overall 

impact rating of the project on this area, noting that the Project would have a minor to moderate 

potential impact (previously assessed as minor). 

Chapter 6 of the Revised EIS has been amended to reflect the revised assessment, in particular 

with respect to viewpoint PRV-4 which is considered to be reflective of the potential impacts to the 

Ginninderra Estate. 

I-6 Fullston Way / Stockdill Drive intersection 

Items 27 and 38 of the representation raised concern regarding the 

consideration of the local road network as part of the Draft EIS, in particular 

the recent construction of Fullston Way as the access point to the 

Ginninderra Estate. 

Section 9.1 of the Revised EIS and Chapter 2 of the updated Traffic and Transport Impact 

Assessment have been amended to reflect the current local road network to include consideration 

of Fullston Way. 

Proposed access requirements during construction along Fullston Way have also been confirmed 

in section 3.3.3 of the updated Traffic and Transport Impact Assessment. 
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ITEM ISSUE(S) RAISED RESPONSE 

I-7 The representation also raised general concern that the scale of the 

proposed transmission line towers was out of character and inappropriate 

within an urban environment such as that proposed for the Ginninderra 

Estate. Additionally, it was noted that the scale of the proposed 330kV 

transmission line towers was a significant difference to the existing 132kV 

transmission line towers currently within the easement. 

It is acknowledged that the scale of the proposed towers is greater when compared to the existing 

towers and that this would potentially impact on the existing views for future residents of the 

Ginninderra Estate. Although there would be a reduction in the landscape character to a degree, 

with a maximum assessed impact level of moderate, that impact appears acceptable when 

considered in the context of the site and planned future change (refer to assessment in Chapter 6 

of the Revised EIS and the revised Landscape Character and Visual Impact Assessment 

(Envisage, June 2018). 

The scale of the transmission towers and proposed additional transmission line within the existing 

easement was also raised as part of the ongoing consultation with Woodhaven Investments from 

September 2014.  

I-8 The representation also identified concern with the following elements of 

the EIS graphics: 

— 50 metre towers and 30 metre towers are not scaled against each 

other in the EIS 

— The towers in the EIS are different to the towers in the DA 

— Neither the EIS or the DA indicate which towers are to be in which 

location 

— Drawing SDL-200903/1 shows the towers in the centre of the power 

line reservation. 

With respect to the various concerns raised regarding the EIS graphics, the following is noted: 

— For the images of the towers presented in the EIS were intended to provide an indicative 

design of each structure and were not intended to be representative of relative scales to each 

other (as indicated in the notes associated with the figures) 

— The indicative diagrams of the towers presented in the EIS are consistent with the design of 

the towers identified in the DA 

— The DA does indicate which towers are to be in which location. This is provided on the 

Elevation series of plans for the TransGrid DA (ELEV-201732500 series of plans) 

— Drawing SDL-200903/1 is considered to show an accurate representation of the proposed 

tower locations with respect to the existing easement reservation to the west of the existing 

transmission line alignment. 

I-9 Table One of the representation identifies a series of statements from the 

Draft EIS, including Woodhaven Investment’s response to these 

statements. 

The proponent’s response to the issues raised in Table One of the representation are 

summarised in Table 4.5 below. 

I-10 Table Two of the representation also identifies a series of statements from 

the Visual Impact Assessment, including Woodhaven Investment’s 

comments regarding these statements. 

The proponent’s response to the issues raised in Table Two of the representation are 

summarised in Table 4.6 below. 
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REFERENCE STATEMENT IN EIS WOODHAVEN RESPONSE PROPONENT RESPONSE 

Part A – Introduction and background information 

2. Project Details 

Page 5 

2.1.2 Existing 

land uses 

The Ginninderra Estate residential development is currently 

under construction (on a former section of golf course lands) 

and would be located to the east and west of the 

transmission line easement running from the Canberra 

Substation in a southerly direction. Further detail on this land 

use is provided in section 8.1. 

The infrastructure phase of the Ginninderra Estate is 

approaching completion. Stage One is awaiting operational 

acceptance. Stage Two is a matter of weeks behind. 

The term “would be located” is misleading and suggests that 

the location of the Estate is not yet settled. 

Wording in this section has been updated 

to reflect the current status of the 

Ginninderra Estate development.  

Page 27 

2.2.2.2 

Transmission 

lines and 

structures 

It is noted that the two proposed tracks identified coming 

from proposed TransGrid transmission line towers near the 

golf course and Ginninderra Estate are indicative locations 

only. These two tracks are located south of the Canberra 

Substation. The final locations for these tracks would be 

determined in consultation with the landholders in order to 

coordinate with landholder activities and to minimise 

impacts. 

The final locations would be determined so that they do not 

require additional impacts to that assessed within this Draft 

EIS. (i.e. vegetation clearing amounts or different vegetation 

clearing class). 

The location of access tracks to Towers 5A and 6A and are 

set out in a formal agreement between TransGrid and 

Magpies Belconnen Golf Club and Woodhaven Investments. 

TransGrid confirms that access to Towers 

5A and 6A would occur in accordance with 

the formal agreement between TransGrid 

and Magpies Belconnen Golf Club and 

Woodhaven Investments. This would 

include access to proposed Tower 6A via 

Fullston Way and to proposed Tower 5A 

via the easement over Block 1606. 

This detail has been included in the 

Revised EIS and Technical paper 3 – 

Traffic and transport impact assessment. 
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REFERENCE STATEMENT IN EIS WOODHAVEN RESPONSE PROPONENT RESPONSE 

Page 32 

2.4.1.4 

High Voltage 

Electricity 

Lines and 

Structures 

Construction of working area of around 30m in all directions 

around each side of each structure. 

Earthing strips for each tower leg extending 15m radially out 

from each pylon leg. 

This is inconsistent with the formal agreement between 

TransGrid and Belconnen Golf Course and Woodhaven. 

TransGrid agreed to a more compact working area and no 

access onto the 2nd fairway at Belconnen Golf Course. The 

proposed Pylon 5A is within 5m of the 2nd fairway so must 

have no damage for any reason 

The construction working area identified in 

the draft EIS was intended to be 

representative of an indicative approach 

for construction along the overall 

alignment. 

Site specific requirements, such as those 

for Pylon 5A are acknowledged as being 

required under the formal agreement. 

The formal agreement between TransGrid 

and Magpies Belconnen Golf Club and 

Woodhaven Investments would be 

complied with. 

Part C – Assessment of potential impact 

6. Landscape and visual 

Page 81 

Table 6.1 

Initial 

landscape and 

visual risks 

associated 

with the 

Project Item 

A2 

Addition of new infrastructure in the visual landscape  

Consequence; Moderate 

Risk level/significance: High 

To note as Moderate as a consequence of steel lattice 

towers approx. 50m high with the centreline located 30m 

from proposed compact residential blocks is an 

understatement. Major would be a more appropriate 

classification. 

The determination of the Project as having 

a moderate consequence is considered 

appropriate as the proposed structure 

would be located within an established 

electricity easement which currently 

contains, and is designed to accommodate 

several existing electricity infrastructure 

components (refer to assessment in 

Chapter 6 of the Revised EIS and the 

revised Landscape Character and Visual 

Impact Assessment (Envisage, June 

2018).. 
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Table 6.1 

Initial 

landscape and 

visual risks 

associated 

with the 

Project Item 

C3 

Potential impact on property values 

Likelihood: Possible 

Consequence: Moderate 

Risk level/significance: Medium 

To note as Moderate as a consequence steel lattice towers 

approx. 50m high located 30m from proposed compact 

residential blocks is an understatement. Major would be a 

more appropriate classification. 

The determination of the Project as having 

a moderate consequence (unmitigated) to 

property values is considered appropriate 

as the Project would be located within an 

established electricity easement which 

currently contains existing electricity 

infrastructure. 

Page 84 

6.2.2 

LCVA Study 

Area 

All potentially sensitive viewpoints within an area of 

approximately one kilometre of the Project impact area were 

identified through aerial photography and on-site verification. 

That distance is considered appropriate as beyond that it is 

difficult to discern the transmission towers. Viewpoints within 

this distance are generally termed ‘local or foreground views’ 

and usually of most concern to any visual assessment. 

The approach of the EIS has been to assess the potential 

impact caused by the towers in the view from the road. 

Towers north of Stockdill Drive will have little or no impact 

on passing motorists, nor from PVR5 which is in the centre 

of Woodhaven Green. 

No attempt has been made to assess the impact within 

Ginninderra Estate, particularly on potential residents of 

Fullston Way or Lionel Rose Street, particularly Sections 

122 and 128. From mid-2017 these roads had been 

sufficiently formed to permit a conscientious assessor to 

construct a reasonably accurate picture (text or graphics or 

both) to assist the Minister to appreciate the consequences 

of a 50m tower looming over the Estate. 

Why was this not done? 

As part of the updated Landscape 

Character and Visual Impact Assessment 

(Envisage, June 2018), the position of 

PRV4 has been amended to better reflect 

the ongoing development of the 

Ginninderra Estate. The assessment of 

PRV-4 (not PVR-5 as identified in the 

response) has also been amended in 

Table 5-1 of the updated Landscape 

Character and Visual Impact Assessment 

to assess the potential impacts at the 

revised viewpoint location. 
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Page 84 

6.2.3 

Landscape 

and Visual 

Impact 

Considerations 

When considering the effect to surrounding viewpoints, 

generally the level of impact is determined by a combination 

of:  

— what the Project would be visible from key view 

locations 

— the category and type of situation from which people 

may view the components of the Project (e.g. resident 

or motorist) 

— the potential number of people with a view towards 

components of the Project from any one view location 

— the distance between a person and components of the 

Project (generally the closer the view the higher the 

effect) 

— the duration of time that a person may view components 

of the Project (generally the more permanent the view 

the higher the effect). 

The interior of Ginninderra Estate contained key view 

locations but throughout the EIS these are either ignored, 

trivialised, or misrepresented. See Figures 7-8 (above) [of 

the Woodhaven submission]. 

Although the views of residents is noted as a category, no 

attempt was made to explore this aspect of the visual 

assessment. 

In the case of Ginninderra Estate, there will be 350 

dwellings erected within 200m of the powerlines. The 

average household rate (ABS 2015-2016) is 2.6. This would 

suggest that between 700-900 persons will live on the 

Estate. This would seem to justify a more serious look at 

visual impacts than the EIS was prepared to allow. 

Some 60+ dwellings will back onto the powerline 

reservation. Tower 5A will be at the northern end of Estate 

on Block 2 Section 132. Tower 6A will be just north of the 

intersection of Fullston Way and Lionel Rose Street and 

Tower 7A, immediately outside of the common boundary of 

Block 1 Section 121 Holt and Block 1606 Belconnen. 

The affected people will be permanent residents. 

One of the key elements to address is intrusion or change 

caused by the proposal above the landform skyline be it for 

a roofline, road cutting, vegetation clearing and, probably as 

important as any, a 30 or 50m high steel lattice tower. This 

has not been addressed in the VA / EIS with the impact 

clarity expected both in terms of the soon residents at 

Ginninderra estate and the existing Belconnen Golf Course. 

As part of the updated Landscape 

Character and Visual Impact Assessment 

(June 2018), the position of PRV4 has 

been amended to better reflect the ongoing 

development of the Ginninderra Estate. 

The assessment of PRV-4 (not PVR-5 as 

identified in the response) has also been 

amended in Table 5-1 of the updated 

Landscape Character and Visual Impact 

Assessment to assess the potential 

impacts at the revised viewpoint location. 

The revised assessment has resulted in a 

change in the assessed impact level from 

Moderate to Minor to an overall impact 

level of Moderate. This included further 

consideration of the potential magnitude of 

the impacts associated with the proximity 

of the proposed infrastructure to future 

residential properties within the 

Ginninderra Estate. 
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6.3.1 

Potential 

Impacts 

construction 

The Project’s potential impact on individual sensitive 

receivers depends on their sensitivity and the magnitude of 

change. In general, during the 18 month construction phase 

these visual impacts would be of a short term and temporary 

nature. Temporary impacts associated with the Project 

would include: 

— temporary construction compounds at the existing 

Canberra Substation and proposed Stockdill Substation 

— erection of fencing, barricades, gates and lighting to 

provide safe and secure worksites 

— establishment of construction access tracks with the 

Project impact area 

— general construction activities within the Project impact 

area, such as vegetation clearing, earthworks 

— stockpiling materials and the parking/use of construction 

plant and vehicles 

— construction vehicle movements and minor traffic 

disruption associated with construction traffic on the 

local road network 

— vehicle and mobile plant movements on paved and 

unpaved roads, haulage routes and other work areas 

— installation and removal of electricity infrastructure 

— lighting impacts – during construction, there would be 

some night time work (refer Section 2.4.3.2) which 

would require construction lighting. The lighting would 

be orientated and operated to minimise light spill to 

surrounding receivers whilst providing a safe work 

environment. The night time lighting periods would be 

short term and not required for the full construction 

program 

— changes during construction would be temporary in 

nature and therefore represent a minor visual impact. 

The December 2017 Agreement between TransGrid / 

Belconnen Golf Course / Woodhaven Investments better 

defines construction mitigation management and should be 

incorporated in the EIS. 

The mitigation and management measures 

to be implemented during construction 

would be documented in the CEMP. This 

would detail the measures identified in the 

Revised EIS in addition to the specific 

measures identified as part of the formal 

agreement between TransGrid and 

Magpies Belconnen Golf Club and 

Woodhaven Investments. 
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6.3.2.1 

Landscape 

Character Unit 

2 Stockdill 

Drive to 

Parkwood 

Road 

Currently, the surrounding landscape character is semi-rural 

mostly made-up of open paddocks with limited trees with the 

current urban developments along the eastern boundary. 

The landform varies from flat to undulating, with a general 

fall in a westerly direction. The Belconnen Magpies Golf 

Course dominates the eastern side of the section north of 

Stockdill Drive. A large portion of these areas are being 

transformed with new residential developments of 

Ginninderra Estate and Ginninderry (detailed further in 

Sections 2.1.2 and Chapter 8) with an urban landscape 

character similar to other housing developments in this part 

of Canberra. 

The main visual changes expected to occur within Unit 2 

include: 

— new towers and lines installed in the existing Canberra-

Woden ActewAGL transmission line easement (from the 

existing Canberra Substation to south of Stockdill Drive) 

diversion of approximately 850 metres of existing 

TransGrid transmission lines to west of the Canberra 

Substation, including the installation of new towers. 

However, a similar number of redundant towers would 

be removed, resulting in a similar number of 

transmission line towers following construction 

— new transmission line connected to the Canberra 

Substation, resulting in the realignment of the existing 

132 kV bypass on the southern side of Canberra 

Substation. Located within the existing transmission line 

corridor between the new 330 kV line and the Canberra 

Substation security fence 

— removal of the decommissioned transmission lines on 

the southern side of the existing Canberra Substation. 

Refer to Section 5.2.2 of Volume 2 Technical Paper 1 for 

representative photos of the Landscape Character Unit 2. 

There is no attempt to connect the statements in this 

paragraph. The paragraph refers to Chapter 8 (reviewed 

below) for a more detailed assessment of impact. 

With respect to Ginninderra Estate, that assessment is as 

flawed as the remainder of the EIS. 

It is critical to a proper assessment of the visual impact of 

the new 330kV towers that they be discussed here. The EIS 

does not identify the type of tower to be deployed (nor does 

the DA), nor their proximity to the nearby dwellings. 

Photographs relating to Ginninderra Estate in Volume 2 are 

taken from positions where the Estate is hidden by 

vegetation or landform. No accurate or objective impression 

can be gained from either the landscape analysis or 

Technical Paper 1 that might lead the Minister to reach a 

reasonable conclusion with regard to the impact of the 

proposed powerlines on the Estate. 

The landscape character units are 

intended to provide an overview of the 

types of landscape in which the Project 

would be located across the whole of the 

proposed transmission line alignment and 

substation site. As part of the assessment 

of Landscape Character Unit 2, the 

Ginninderra Estate is noted as being 

transformed into an area with an urban 

landscape character similar to other 

housing developments in this part of 

Canberra. The consideration of the (future) 

urban character of this site was taken into 

account as part of the assessment of this 

this Landscape Character Unit. 

Section 2.2.2 of the EIS identified the type 

of tower to be constructed as part of the 

Project (in addition to further detail 

provided as part of the concurrent DA 

application), in addition to their locations 

with respect to nearby dwellings. 
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2 Stockdill 

Drive to 

Parkwood 

Road 

Table 6.6 

Assessment of 

Potential 

Landscape 

Character 

impacts. 

Table 6.6 assesses the landscape character impact for the 

area between Stockdill Drive and Parkwood Road (the 

power line easement) as: 

— Level of Sensitivity: Medium 

— Magnitude of Change: Small 

— Assessment of Impact: Minor 

Clearing of established vegetation would be limited as most 

new towers would be contained within an existing 

transmission easement. 

The new transmission line would introduce additional 

industrial, tower elements into a predominantly urban area, 

and to a degree diminish the scenic quality. 

The assessment describes the landscape unit as a 

predominantly urban area (thus less affected by additional 

industrial tower elements), while elsewhere in aerial 

photographs and text, it describes the area as rural or semi-

rural. 

How can the impact be minor if the proposed power line and 

towers are within close proximity to a relatively densely sited 

residential community? 

As noted above, landscape character units 

identified were intended to provide an 

overview of the broad types of landscape 

in which the Project would be located 

across the whole of the proposed 

transmission line alignment (and 

substation site). Therefore, the landscape 

was identified as containing a mix of rural / 

semi-rural (associated with the western 

section of the character area) and urban 

areas (associated with the eastern section 

of the character area). 

The assessment of a minor impact was 

based on the current impacts associated 

with the existing electricity easement and 

current electricity infrastructure which has 

previously been constructed within this 

easement. 

Page 92 

6.3.2.2 

PV5 

Belconnen 

Magpies Golf 

Club 

Public Viewpoint (PV5) Belconnen Golf Course as a public 

recreational facility means ‘a degree of visual sensitivity’. 

‘Existence of the existing towers means the addition of a 

second line of towers would result in a small magnitude of 

change.’ 

Also states Minor (to negligible) impact to this public 

viewpoint. 

Irrespective of the presence of existing towers, new towers 

nearly twice the height (existing 24m and proposed 48m, 

which is in the order of a 14-storey building), and doubling 

the number of towers, doesn’t justify rating the impact as 

minor when determined by the level of sensitivity (low) to the 

magnitude of change (small). More appropriate the impact 

could be raised to Major level at the closest 2nd hole and 

3rd green. The 2nd hole best is visualised by the 

photomontage prepared by Enviro Links Design in April 

2018 (above). 

From the elevated clubhouse, with Pylons 4A – 6A more 

recessive in the valley, the impact is more than Minor. Pylon 

7A which at a higher level (depending where viewed in the 

clubhouse zone) is more likely to be above the skyline 

therefore of greater visual impact. 

The assessment of PV-5 has been 

amended as part of the updated 

Landscape Character and Visual Impact 

Assessment (June 2018), the visual 

sensitivity rating and assessment of the 

magnitude of change has been 

reconsidered to be medium (sensitivity) 

and medium (magnitude of change). 

The revised assessment is provided in 

section 5.4.2 of the updated Landscape 

Character and Visual Impact Assessment 

and summarised in section 6.3 of the 

Revised EIS. 



 

 

 
 

Project No 2269599B 
ACT Second Electrical Supply Project EIS Volume 1 
Environmental Impact Statement 
Volume 1 – Main Report 

TransGrid and Evoenergy 

WSP 
June 2018 
Page 105 

 

 

REFERENCE STATEMENT IN EIS WOODHAVEN RESPONSE PROPONENT RESPONSE 

Page 94 

PRV4: New 

residential 

area under 

development 

west of golf 

course 

(Ginninderra 

Estate) 

The visual analysis of Ginninderra Estate is described as 

follows: 

“This new residential area was under construction at the time 

of the assessment, from which there are close views of the 

existing tower transmission line in the east, and there would 

also be views of the new tower transmission line on the 

opposite (western) side of that easement. 

Some residential lots in Ginninderra Estate are planned to 

border the transmission easement along the western side, 

with those and other close future residents to have clear 

views of the two lines of transmission towers. 

Planning for the residential area has occurred concurrently 

with this Project’s implementation, and it has been assumed 

that any future residents should be aware of the existing and 

proposed transmission line construction, and hence any 

visual impacts are anticipated and mitigated to a degree by 

that knowledge. There has been information in the public 

domain on the potential proposed route through this area 

since mid-2015 (TransGrid community update letter – refer 

Section 4.3.1.1)” 

The visual assessment determines that the level of 

sensitivity is medium and that the magnitude of change is 

medium while the impact level is moderate. 

The statement highlighted in yellow is submitted in 

mitigation for what will be a significant visual impact on the 

Estate. 

The statements in yellow are wrong in fact and misleading. 

Planning for the residential area has NOT occurred 

concurrently with the implementation of the Second 

Electrical Supply Project. 

Planning for the Estate has been ongoing since 2003. 

An exemption from EIS triggered by the proposal to 

underground the 132kV line around the Estate was 

approved under s.221. 

The major planning study preceding the Estate 

Development Plan was accepted by the ACT Planning and 

Land Authority and the EDP was approved in [sic] 201. The 

Development Application was approved in 2016 and 

possession of the site was granted in July 2016. 

The statement highlighted in yellow represents either a 

deliberate attempt to misleading the responsible authority in 

its consideration of the EIS, or it clearly shows that the 

authors of the document are abysmally ignorant of the 

context in which the power line is being proposed. 

As detailed in section 4.3.1 of the EIS, a 

range of consultation activities have been 

undertaken throughout the planning for the 

project. While it was not possible to 

undertake direct consultation with future 

residents of the Ginninderra Estate, 

ongoing consultation between TransGrid, 

ACT Government and Woodhaven has 

occurred since September 2014 (refer 

Section 4.3.1.1). 

In addition, community notifications 

(newsletters) have been available to the 

public (on TransGrid’s website) since 

2015. 

Given the available information from 2015 

and context of the Project within an 

existing electrical infrastructure easement, 

it is considered reasonable that future 

residents of the Ginninderra Estate would 

be aware of the Project. 
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6.5 Expected 

Conditions 

Given the planned urban development of the Project study 

area and surrounds (Ginninderry and Ginninderra Estate) 

the impact of the additional industrial elements that the 

Project would introduce into the landscape is considered 

acceptable. 

Approximately half of the new transmission lines would occur 

within the existing transmission easements and therefore 

contain the visual impact. The TransGrid towers to be 

located in the same easement as the existing ActewAGL 

Canberra–Woden transmission line have been designed to 

be located in close proximity to existing tower structures to 

minimise visual and landscape impacts. 

The level of impact to viewpoints is assessed as low as a 

small number of public and private viewpoints would be 

affected, of which only two viewpoints have been assigned 

the maximum assessed impact level of major Vegetation 

removal would be limited as the area is relatively clear of 

trees and no significant lighting impacts would be expected. 

If it was possible to show a photomontage of a 330kV tower 

for PV7, why not provide photomontages for 5-19, 5-20 and 

5-26? 

The conclusion that the addition of additional industrial 

element into the planned urban environment is considered 

acceptable, is considered not acceptable. 

The use of the term “additional industrial elements” is an 

attempt at obfuscation that cannot be let pass unchallenged. 

Why not say “the impact of erecting 50m high 330kV 

transmission towers each having a heavy latticed 

framework, into a 90m wide reservation already occupied by 

132kV towers... is acceptable? Because it obviously isn’t. 

The level of impact on the chosen viewpoints is arguable 

low because the viewpoints chosen are generally away from 

existing built up areas, or areas where construction is about 

to commence – not where dwellings are planned at some 

indeterminate time in the future. 

Figures 5-19, 5-20 and 5-26 are misleading, because they 

do not explain that: 

In the case of 5-19 the gravelled area, conveniently 

hidden behind trees is the southern and western parts 

of Ginninderra Estate where Tower 7A will be 

predominantly located; 

In the case of 5-20 the 132kV tower visible in the 

background will have a 50m 330kV tower alongside it, 

and another visible to the far left: and in the case of 

5-26, the 132kV tower visible in middle distance to the 

left of the photo, will be directly to the east of a 50m 

330kV tower with its conductors draped in a vertical 

array across the middle distance. 

As the Project would provide additional 

electrical infrastructure within the existing 

90 metre electricity easement (designed to 

accommodate multiple electrical 

transmission line alignments), adjacent to 

an existing urban environment (Holt), it is 

considered reasonable that the additional 

elements will have an acceptable level of 

impact. 

As described above, the locations of the 

identified viewpoints were based on a 

range of potentially sensitive viewpoints 

within around one kilometre of the Project 

impact across the whole of the alignment. 

While not all specific viewpoints along the 

project alignment were assessed, it is 

considered that the assessed viewpoints 

did provide for a broad range of different 

viewpoints along the entire length of the 

corridor and were suitable to provide an 

overall assessment of the whole Project. 

With respect to the specific concerns 

regarding Figures 5-19, 5-20 and 5-26, 

Chapter 6 of the Revised EIS has been 

amended to reflect the revised Landscape 

Character and Visual Impact Assessment 

(June 2018), and has been updated with 

respect to viewpoint PRV-4 which is 

considered to be reflective of the potential 

impacts to the Ginninderra Estate. 
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8. Land use and Property 

P.117 

8.3 Potential 

Impacts 

8.3.2 Impacts 

to Existing 

Land Use 

8.3.2.2 

Consultation has occurred during the design process with 

the landholders where infrastructure is proposed to occur on 

their lands. This includes for Blocks 1601, 1600 and 1582. 

Consultation has focused on determining the most 

acceptable route and infrastructure locations for all parties 

with an objective of minimising the significance of adverse 

land use impacts. The creation of transmission line 

easements over private land results in certain restrictions 

over land use. In particular, the construction of certain 

buildings, the stockpiling of soil, the construction of dam 

walls, the laying of metal pipes, inundation of poles or 

anything else that might impinge on statutory electrical 

safety requirements is restricted. Access rights for future 

maintenance by TransGrid and ActewAGL, including the 

slashing of regrowth vegetation, and the inspection of the 

transmission line infrastructure must also be allowed. 

Grazing of cattle, horses and other livestock would be able 

to continue within the easements. 

For Block 1582, where the vineyard is currently located, 

there would be some additional restrictions in relation to the 

growing of vines within the easements and in relation to 

grass maintenance in the vines to minimise bushfire risk 

hazards (refer Section 20.4.3.2). It is however understood 

from consultation with the landholder that the vineyard may 

not continue as a future land use and as a result the Project 

is unlikely to impact on the viability of the vineyard as a 

future land use. 

No impact to the Bicentennial National Trail would occur 

during from the Project. The towers on the Belconnen 

Magpies Golf Club have been located as close as possible 

to existing electrical infrastructure so as to minimise impacts 

to extent of land impacted. Overall, the potential impacts of 

the Project to existing private land uses is considered to be 

minimal. 

Curiously, no mention is made in the penultimate paragraph 

of this section to the formal agreement between TransGrid 

and the Belconnen Magpies Golf Club and Woodhaven 

Investments, governing the location of tower 5A-7a on Block 

2 Section 132 Holt, access to towers during construction 

and other arrangements during the construction phase. 

While the formal agreement testifies to the cooperative spirit 

that exists between TransGrid and the golf course lessee 

and operators, the minimization of the impact of the towers 

typifies the tenor of the EIS, which is to pay scant attention 

to potential problem areas, while dealing in detail with 

matters of limited import, and of little consequence to 

existing users. 

It is noted that Ginninderra Estate is treated as a “Proposed 

Future Land Use” (see comment below). 

It is acknowledged that there is a formal 

agreement between TransGrid, the 

Belconnen Magpies Golf Club and 

Woodhaven Investments which outlines a 

number of items, including the location of 

Towers 5A to 7A, access to towers during 

construction and other arrangements 

during the construction phase. 

The locations of these towers are 

consistent with the locations presented in 

the EIS and Development Application. 

With respect to the concern raised that the 

Ginninderra Estate was identified in the 

Draft EIS as a ‘Proposed Future Land 

Use’, section 8.1.2 of the Revised EIS has 

been updated to reflect the current state of 

the Ginninderra Estate as ‘under 

development’. 
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9. Traffic Transport and Access 

Page 127 

9.3 Potential 

Impacts 

9.3.1.3 Access 

during 

construction 

Primary site compounds would be located at the Stockdill 

Substation site and at the existing Canberra Substation site. 

Construction traffic would access the proposed Stockdill 

Substation site from Stockdill Drive. The traffic safety for 

vehicles travelling along Stockdill Drive has the potential to 

be affected by the new access driveway for the Stockdill 

Substation. This is due to this section of Stockdill Drive 

having moderate slope and several horizontal curves, which 

may create road traffic hazards with heavy vehicles not 

being able to turn in/out of the substation safely. Mitigation 

measures included below would reduce this safety risk. 

Access to the existing Canberra Substation would be 

maintained and operate as usual, which would be able to 

accommodate the anticipated construction heavy vehicle 

movements and not create any impacts on the road and 

construction traffic. 

All transmission line work sites would be able to be 

accessed via off site construction access tracks (existing and 

proposed new) (as shown previously on Figure 2.11a and 

Figure 2.11b) from the following points off the local road 

network: 

— via the Stockdill Substation access driveway off Stockdill 

Drive 

— via the existing Canberra Substation access driveway 

off Parkwood Road 

— via the existing ActewAGL Canberra-Woden 

transmission line easement of Stockdill Drive. 

These new tracks would be constructed to meet appropriate 

standards for safe vehicle access and the Bushfire 

Coordinating Committee 2007 Best Practice Guidelines for 

Fire Trail Construction and Maintenance. 

Part 9 is based on a Traffic and Transport Impact 

Assessment at Volume 2 Technical Paper 3. The Technical 

Paper purports to have been prepared in December 2017 

and accordingly ought to be reasonably up to date. 

However, the site inspection was conducted on 18 

November 2016 and it appears no check inspection was 

carried out post this date, and hence the accuracy of the 

report is in doubt. 

The road network at the base of the Report is described as 

including: 

— Drake-Brockman Drive 

— Southern Cross Drive 

— Parkwood Road  

— Stockdill Drive 

— Spofforth Street 

— Britten-Jones Drive 

— MacFarlane Burnet Avenue. 

No mention is made of Fullston Way, a minor collector 

located approximately 80m west of Britten Jones Drive. 

Fullston Way is the main entrance to Ginninderra Estate and 

leads directly to the site of Tower 6A. 

Fullston Way was developed in late 2016, but was clearly 

evident by mid-2017. By the date of the Traffic and 

Transport Assessment it was fully formed and awaiting 

sealing. The Fullston Way/Stockdill Drive intersection is now 

fully sealed kerbed and guttered and line marked. 

A carefully prepared, accurate and comprehensive report 

would have noted the progressive development of Fullston 

Way, reported on it and factored it into the general 

assessment. That Fullston Way was omitted, for whatever 

reason, calls the Traffic and Transport Assessment into 

question, and by association, Part 9 of the EIS. 

It is acknowledged that the Traffic and 

Transport Impact Assessment included as 

part of the Draft EIS did not include 

consideration of the recently constructed 

Fullston Way. 

The updated Traffic and Transport Impact 

Assessment for the Revised EIS has 

included consideration of this road. 

Sections 9.1 and 9.3 of the Revised EIS 

have also been updated to reflect the 

additional description and assessment of 

Fullston Way. 



 

 

 
 

Project No 2269599B 
ACT Second Electrical Supply Project EIS Volume 1 
Environmental Impact Statement 
Volume 1 – Main Report 

TransGrid and Evoenergy 

WSP 
June 2018 
Page 109 

 

 

REFERENCE STATEMENT IN EIS WOODHAVEN RESPONSE PROPONENT RESPONSE 

Page 127 

9.3 Potential 

Impacts 

9.3.1.3 Access 

during 

construction  

(continued) 

No changes to existing property accesses would be required 

during construction. This would include for the Lower 

Molonglo Water Quality Control Centre which is located to 

the west of the proposed Stockdill Substation work site. It is 

understood that this facility has requirements for ongoing 

access (personnel/contractors, chemical supply, waste 

removal, liquid waste receival facility) and this would be 

maintained during construction. 

Dot Point 3 (opposite) states that access to tower sites in 

the powerline easement will be by existing and proposed 

construction access tracks. 

However, Figure 9.1 differs from Figures 2.11 and the 

diagram in Technical Paper 3, Figure 3.3. It is proposed to 

cut a track eastward from Stockdill Drive across Block 1606 

to site 7A. Access to site 6A is unclear, but in practical terms 

it would be accessed from Fullston Way. 

Once Fullston Way is open to traffic, new movement 

patterns will develop as developers, builders and owners 

move onto the Estate. TransGrid’s contractors are likely to 

follow the prevailing movement patterns and it is 

questionable that a contractor would cut a track through 

Block 1606, in preference to accessing a work site from a 

made and sealed road. 

The authors of the EIS ought to have allowed for this, but 

they haven’t, an omission that must raise doubts about the 

remainder of the EIS that is not reviewed here. 

With respect to the proposed access 

tracks, this would be undertaken in 

accordance with the formal agreement 

between TransGrid and Magpies 

Belconnen Golf Club and Woodhaven 

Investments. 

17. Social and economic impacts 

17.2  

Investigations 

A desktop review was undertaken to identify the potential 

social and economic impacts associated with the 

construction and operation of the Project. 

The fact that this assessment was based on a desktop 

review possibly explains its shortcomings. The authors 

denied themselves the opportunity to properly assess the 

potential social impacts by visiting the site, and as a 

consequence, the conclusions ignore the potential impact 

on incoming residents of Ginninderra Estate 

Given the predominantly rural nature of a 

majority of the Project study area, and 

limited anticipated social and/or economic 

impacts, undertaking a desktop 

assessment was considered to be an 

acceptable and appropriate method to 

assess the potential impacts of the project. 

While the assessment was undertaken as 
a desktop assessment, the assessment did 
consider potential impact on developments 
such as Ginninderra Estate. 
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17.3.2  

Operation 

The Project is not expected to stimulate any change to land 

uses adjacent to the proposed Stockdill Substation or 

associated transmission line infrastructure which would 

result in any socio-economic impacts.  

General land use and property impacts during the operation 

phase have been discussed previously in Chapter 8. 

Chapter 8, at section 8.3.3.2 states: 

“No direct land use impacts are anticipated during 

construction for Ginninderra Estate residential land lots. 

Access to the easement area would have some temporary 

restrictions in place. 

During operation the Project would not change the proposed 

land use of this development. As identified in Section 8.1.2 

the existing easement located within the Ginninderra Estate 

has been considered in the planning for the development 

and identified for primarily public recreation uses. This 

consideration and planning is not changed by the inclusion 

of the additional TransGrid transmission line within the 

easement. The Project has designed the locations of the 

proposed towers to be closely aligned with the existing 

ActewAGL tower structures in this easement thereby 

maximising the areas available within the easement for 

open space (including recreational uses).” 

This statement could not be construed as an assessment of 

social impacts created by the proposed power line. 

It is noted that the information presented in 

Chapter 8 of the Draft EIS and identified in 

Woodhaven’s response is a description of 

the land use and property impacts, and 

was not intended to discuss social impacts 

associated with the project. Chapter 17 of 

the EIS however does present a 

discussion of the potential social and 

economic impacts during construction and 

operation. 

It is also noted that the existing easement 

is for the purposes of electrical 

infrastructure services and not primarily for 

public recreational uses as identified in the 

submission from Woodhaven Investments. 
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  The Social and Economic Impact Assessment in the EIS 

appears to have presumed that because there is an existing 

powerline easement there are no consequences from its 

use by the Project. 

There are three 132kV towers in the powerline reservation 

that presently impact on Ginninderra Estate. The towers 

(124-126) are light frame lattice towers having heights up to 

25m. 

The Project proposes to site three 330kV 50m towers in the 

reservation. The new towers have a heavy frame, maximum 

diagonal bracing and eight catenary arms, compared with 

the light frame, minimal bracing and two catenary arms of 

the existing towers. 

Incoming residents are entitled to more than an airy 

dismissal of social impacts during the operational phase of 

project. The impacts may be limited or may be of limited to 

major significance, but the assessment should identify 

potential impacts to residential amenity and provide 

recommendations for mitigating adverse impacts, such as 

retaining the existing 330kV corridor between the Canberra 

substation and the proposed Stockdill substation. 

While the social and economic assessment 

presented in the EIS did rely on the 

presence of the existing powerline 

easement, it did not conclude that there 

would be no impacts. The assessment 

noted a series of possible impacts with 

potentially negative impacts, in particular 

during construction, identifying potential 

mitigation measures for each impact. 

These impacts are presented in Table 17.2 

of the Revised EIS. 

Woodhaven’s concerns regarding the 

scale of the proposed towers is 

acknowledged and has been responded to 

in other sections of this table and Table 4.6 

below. 
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Table 4.6 Response to detailed section (Table Two) of Woodhaven Investments Pty Ltd representation on the Visual Impact Assessment 

CLAUSE (PAGE) EIS STATEMENT WOODHAVEN COMMENT PROPONENT RESPONSE 

Executive 

Summary  

(p1) 

Refers to new residential suburb of 

Ginninderry 

— Refers to half of the new 330kV towers 

alongside existing tower transmission 

lines thereby containing the visual 

impact to a relatively confined area and 

low level  

— New transmission easement relatively 

clear of trees 

— Number of potential existing residential 

viewers is relatively low 

— Number of public or private viewpoints 

affected to an impact level of moderate 

or higher is limited to two. 

— There is no reference to Ginninderra Estate.  

— Adding new towers near twice the height and in the 

process doubling the number of towers doesn’t make the 

impact low level but probably raises it to major level. 

— Existing Regulated Trees that backdrop both the existing 

and marginally relocated 3rd green at Belconnen Golf 

Course opens up to direct sight along fairway, views of 

the new corner tower and the existing Substation.  

— Statement correct so far as it references existing 

residents, but limited clear definition of the major impact 

on 700-900 soon-to-occupy residents at Ginninderra 

Estate.  

— Only two? see above. Recommend add soon to be 

occupied Ginninderra Estate and the existing Belconnen 

Golf Course to the listed two impacted viewpoints in the 

Recommendations. 

The comments regarding the executive summary of 

the Landscape Character and Visual Impact 

Assessment are acknowledged. Specific responses 

to each of the issues raised have been discussed 

above in Table 4.5 (as part of the broader 

representation by Woodhaven) and throughout the 

remainder of Table 4.6 which discusses 

Woodhaven’s concerns regarding the Landscape 

Character and Visual Impact Assessment. 
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CLAUSE (PAGE) EIS STATEMENT WOODHAVEN COMMENT PROPONENT RESPONSE 

Table 2.1 (p8) and 

Table 2-2 & 2-3 

(p9) 

5.4.2 (p32) 

Landscape character and visual impact 

sensitivity ranking criteria: The sensitivity 

criteria have a strong bias towards locations 

within areas of conservation or cultural value 

determining higher sensitivity. If neither then 

determined low sensitivity.  

Magnitude appears to soften impact if an 

existing similar element irrespective of scale 

or duplication. 

Table 2-1 appears to be selected on the basis of evaluating 

natural settings of quality conservation or cultural value. 

Low sensitivity value then combined with any Magnitude value 

in Table 2-3 determines Minor Possible Impact Levels to 

Viewpoints. This does not reflect the Belconnen site and 

current / proposed land use or give any recognition of the 

future numerous residents or golfers close to the proposed 

330kV power line to whom the proximity will have a high 

Magnitude impact if viewing in that direction. The VA refers to 

‘a degree of visual sensitivity’. 

No or only minimal reference to existing Belconnen Golf 

Course playing golf visual impact. The 2nd hole now to be 

played between two major transmission lines (132kV and 

330kV) and the 3rd green to be backdropped by a new 330kV 

major turn pylon with most current Regulated trees that 

screen the Canberra Substation to be removed. 

The assessment methodology for determining 

potential impact levels (Tables 2-1 to 2-3 in the 

Landscape Character and Visual Impact 

Assessment) presents a typical assessment 

methodology and associated relationship matrix of 

possible impacts in line with established guidelines. 

With respect to the concerns regarding the impacts to 

Belconnen Golf Course, the assessment of PV-5 

(Belconnen Magpies Golf Club) has been amended 

as part of the updated Landscape Character and 

Visual Impact Assessment (June 2018). The revised 

assessment is provided in section 5.4.2 of the 

updated Landscape Character and Visual Impact 

Assessment and summarised in section 6.3 of the 

Revised EIS. 

The impact of the project on the Belconnen Golf 

Course was also discussed as part of ongoing 

consultation between Woodhaven Investments, 

Belconnen Golf Club and TransGrid with the parties 

entering into a formal agreement in December 2017. 

This agreement included the location of the towers 

(existing and proposed) within the easement. 
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CLAUSE (PAGE) EIS STATEMENT WOODHAVEN COMMENT PROPONENT RESPONSE 

2.6. (p10) Design and siting considerations for 

transmission lines: the stated well regarded 

Visual Landscape Planning in Western 

Australia guidelines in terms of visual 

considerations are not always noted in the 

VA responses. 

— Towers should be placed below … the 

horizon line 

— Transmission lines should be as 

perpendicular as possible to crossings 

— If vegetation is cleared then the natural 

form and placement needs to be 

maintained. 

For instance: 

— Towers should be placed below … the horizon line … is 

clearly not achieved as towers will be above the landform 

skyline for many residents of Ginninderra Estate and also 

users of the 2nd and 3rd holes in particular of Belconnen 

Golf Course. It is hard to ‘absorb’ a 50m high steel lattice 

tower. This has not been addressed in the VA / EIS with 

the impact clarity expected both in terms of future 

residents at Ginninderra estate and the existing 

Belconnen Golf Course patrons. 

— Transmission lines should be as perpendicular as 

possible to crossings … to allow setbacks. Just noting 

that the 2nd (and to a lesser degree 3rd) holes of 

Belconnen Golf Course are immediately adjacent (Pylon 

5A is within 5m of the 2nd fairway) and the cables run 

parallel and along the entire par 4 hole. 

— If vegetation is cleared then the natural form and 

placement needs to be maintained. Existing Regulated 

Trees that backdrop both the existing and marginally 

relocated 3rd green at Belconnen Golf Course opens up 

direct along fairway views of the new corner tower and 

the existing Substation. 

As noted in section 2.6 of the Landscape Character 

and Visual Impact Assessment, these guidelines 

informed the assessment process and where 

appropriate were considered as part of the 

assessment. It was also acknowledged in the report 

that not all considerations can be fully incorporated 

due to functional design requirements and other 

considerations. For the Project, examples of 

functional design requirements and other 

considerations which were considered included: 

— the need to provide the transmission line 

alignment within the existing electrical easement, 

including the existing topography of this 

easement 

— the physical design requirements for the 

transmission line towers. 

5.4.2 (p32) Belconnen Golf Course as a public 

recreational facility means that is has ‘a 

degree of visual sensitivity’. 

‘Existence of the existing towers means the 

addition of a second line of towers would 

result in a small magnitude of change.’ Also 

states Minor (to negligible) impact to this 

public viewpoint. 

Irrespective of new towers near twice the height (existing 24m 

and proposed 48m which is in the order of a 14-storey 

building and in the process doubling the number of towers 

doesn’t make the impact Minor (or negligible) level or of small 

magnitude, but probably raises it to Major level. 

As described previously within this table, the 

magnitude of change associated with the viewpoint 

assessment for the Belconnen Magpies Golf Club 

was reconsidered, noting that the Project would result 

in a medium magnitude of change. 

The updated assessment for this viewpoint is 

presented in section 6.3 of the Revised EIS. 
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CLAUSE (PAGE) EIS STATEMENT WOODHAVEN COMMENT PROPONENT RESPONSE 

Table 5.1 (p37) PRV-6 ‘Greenhaven Green’ residential area Correction: this existing residential area is known by its 

original development name of ‘Woodhaven Green’. Again as 

towers will be twice the height of the existing 132kV towers, 

they will still have an impact in certain views. 

References to ‘Greenhaven Green’ residential area 

have been updated to “Woodhaven Green’ within the 

Revised EIS. 

Discussion regarding the height of the towers has 

previously been provided above. 

5.7 Construction 

Impacts 

 The December 2017 Agreement between TransGrid / 

Belconnen Golf Course / Woodhaven Investments better 

defines construction mitigation management. 

The final mitigation and management measures to be 

implemented during the construction would take into 

account the measures identified in the Revised EIS in 

addition to the measures identified as part of the 

formal agreement between TransGrid and Magpies 

Belconnen Golf Club and Woodhaven Investments. 
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