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Dear Committee, 

I write to you as a volunteer firefighter with five years' experience with Southern Brigade. 

The tenns of reference of your review state, inter alia, 

"The Committee plans to draw information from a variety of sources, and particularly will draw on the 

views of experts, emergency services agencies, the Government and the community, and especially 

those members of the community who contribute so much to agency efforts as volunteers and 

bushfire season personnel." 

(My emphasis.) 

The Committee has before it a small number of submissions, especially considering the number of 

volunteers in the RFS. These submissions nonetheless take divergent views of all the main issues 

before the Committee. 

It is speculation as to why the Committee has heard so little from volunteers via the submissions. It 

has of course been an extraordinary year. Structurally, the RFS sits within ESA and the volunteers' Code 

Of Conduct limits our ability to comment on operational matters. Whatever the reason, the 

Committee has not heard from the vast majority of the RFS volunteers and will not do so unless it is 

proactive in seeking them out. 

The ACT RFS Brigades are the units to which volunteers feel they belong. The officers of these Brigades 

have decades of experience in firefighting and are the leaders who have the respect of the volunteers. 

These officers are able to speak for the volunteers, building on the lengthy after-action reviews that 

began at Brigade level as the fire season ended. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Committee should interview at least one senior officer from each of the ACT RFS Brigades, and 

seek out their views on the matters before the Committee. 




