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WEDNESDAY, 31 MARCH 2004 
 

___________________________ 
 
1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Mr Berry) 

took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their 
responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory. 

2 PETITION 
The Clerk announced that the following Member had lodged a petition for presentation:  

Mrs Burke, from 22 residents, requesting that the Assembly call on the Minister for 
Planning to enforce zoning requirements applying to a development in Fox Place, 
Lyneham. 

3 VOCATIONAL AND HIGHER EDUCATION STUDENTS – FINANCIAL 
DIFFICULTIES 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of debate on the motion of 
Ms MacDonald – That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises the high level of vocational and higher education student debt in the 
ACT and throughout Australia; 

(2) acknowledges that many ACT students are having difficulty meeting the costs of 
living; 

(3) notes that many students are forced to work increasingly long hours to meet the 
costs of living; 

(4) acknowledges that the Federal Government’s Youth Allowance, Austudy and 
Abstudy payments are not high enough to meet the costs of living; and 
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(5) calls on the Federal Government to: 

(a) review the amount students are paid in Youth Allowance, Austudy and 
Abstudy; and 

(b) reassess the eligibility criteria of Youth Allowance, Austudy and Abstudy, 
to make it easier for students to obtain these allowances – 

Debate resumed. 

Ms Tucker moved the following amendment:  Add: 

“(6) (a) calls on the ACT Government to accurately assess unmet need for TAFE 
courses in the ACT; and 

 (b) to provide the Assembly with an estimate of costs to meet that need by the 
last sitting day in this term.”. 

Speaker’s ruling – Standing order 140:  The Speaker ruled the amendment out of order 
as it contravened standing order 140, in that it widened the scope of the motion. 

Debate continued. 

Ms MacDonald, by leave, was granted an extension of time. 

Question – put and passed. 

4 PNEUMOCOCCAL VACCINE 
Ms MacDonald, pursuant to notice, moved – That this Assembly: 

(1) calls on the Federal Government to accept the recommendation of the National 
Health and Medical Research Council and provide pneumococcal vaccine free to 
all Australian children; 

(2) expresses concern at the Federal Government’s decision not to implement the 
Council’s recommendation which will disadvantage many low-income families 
who will not be able to afford the $600 vaccine, therefore placing their children at 
greater risk; 

(3) recognises the severity of pneumococcal disease and notes the disease kills more 
Australians than meningococcal C, for which there is a Federal Government 
funded vaccination; 

(4) notes the health and financial benefits gained by providing pneumococcal disease 
vaccine free to all Australia; and 

(5) acknowledges a large number of organisations are in support of the National 
Health and Medical Research Council’s recommendation, including the Australian 
Medical Association’s Child and Youth Committee. 

Debate ensued. 

Ms Dundas moved the following amendment:  Omit paragraph (4). 

Debate continued. 

Question – put. 
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The Assembly voted — 

Ayes, 7 Noes, 6 

Mrs Burke Mr Smyth  Mr Berry Mr Stanhope 
Mr Cornwell Mr Stefaniak  Mr Corbell Mr Wood 
Mrs Cross Ms Tucker  Ms MacDonald  
Ms Dundas   Mr Quinlan  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr Smyth (Leader of the Opposition), by leave, moved the following amendments 
together: 

(1) Paragraph (1), omit all words after “Council”, substitute “regarding pneumococcal 
vaccine.”. 

(2) Paragraph (1), omit “accept”, substitute “consider quickly”. 

(3) Paragraph (2), omit the paragraph. 

(4) Add new paragraph (6): 

“(6) acknowledges that other organisations like the Thoracic Society of 
Australia and New Zealand are not in support of vaccination of all 
individuals.”. 

Debate continued. 

Mr Smyth, who had already spoken, by leave, again addressed the Assembly. 

Ms MacDonald moved – That the question be divided. 

Question – put and passed. 

Question – That amendment No. (1) be agreed to – put. 

The Assembly voted — 

Ayes, 7 Noes, 6 

Mrs Burke Mr Smyth  Mr Berry Mr Stanhope 
Mr Cornwell Mr Stefaniak  Mr Corbell Mr Wood 
Mrs Cross Ms Tucker  Ms MacDonald  
Ms Dundas   Mr Quinlan  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Amendment No. (2) agreed to. 

Amendment No. (3) agreed to. 

Amendment No. (4) agreed to. 

Question – That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) calls on the Federal Government to consider quickly the recommendation of the 
National Health and Medical Research Council regarding pneumococcal vaccine; 
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(2) recognises the severity of pneumococcal disease and notes the disease kills more 
Australians than meningococcal C, for which there is a Federal Government 
funded vaccination; 

(3) acknowledges a large number of organisations are in support of the National 
Health and Medical Research Council’s recommendation, including the Australian 
Medical Association’s Child and Youth Committee; and 

(4) acknowledges that other organisations like the Thoracic Society of Australia and 
New Zealand are not in support of vaccination of all individuals.” – 

be agreed to – put and passed. 

5 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice being asked – 

Ministerial arrangements:  Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) informed the Assembly of the 
absence of Ms Gallagher (Minister for Education, Youth and Family Services) and 
advised the Assembly that questions without notice normally directed to Ms Gallagher 
could be directed to the Chief Minister. 

Questions continued. 

6 PAPERS 
Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) presented the following papers: 

January 2003 Bushfires – Answer to questions without notice asked of Mr Stanhope 
by Mr Smyth (Leader of the Opposition) and taken on notice on 11 March 2004. 

Public Interest Disclosure Act – Answer to question without notice asked of Mr 
Stanhope by Ms Tucker and taken on notice on 11 March 2004. 

Summernats – Answer to question without notice asked of Mr Stanhope by 
Ms Tucker and taken on notice on 11 February 2004. 

7 COMMISSIONER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT ACT – STATE OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT REPORT 2003 – PAPER – PUBLICATION OF PAPER 
Mr Stanhope (Minister for Environment) presented the following paper: 

Commissioner for the Environment Act, pursuant to section 22 – State of the 
Environment Report 2003, prepared by the ACT Commissioner for the Environment – 

and, by leave, moved – That the paper be authorised for publication. 

Question – put and passed. 

8 COMMISSIONER FOR THE FAMILY BILL 2004 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question – 
That this Bill be agreed to in principle –  

Debate adjourned (Mr Wood – Manager of Government Business) and the resumption 
of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting. 
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9 YOUTH NIGHT SHELTER IN CIVIC 
Ms Dundas, pursuant to notice, moved – That this Assembly, recognising the need for a 
youth night shelter in Civic to provide safe overnight accommodation for young people 
unable to return home late at night, calls on the ACT Government to make the 
establishment of a youth night shelter a high priority for the 2004-2005 financial year. 

Debate ensued. 

Question – put and passed. 

10 CIVICS AND ELECTORAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
Mr Hargreaves, pursuant to notice, moved – That this Assembly: 

(1) notes with concern estimates that as many as one in four people aged 18-24 are 
not on the electoral roll; 

(2) calls on the ACT Electoral Commission to examine ways to encourage young 
people to enrol to vote such as sending out enrolment information with Year 12 
school results, provisional drivers’ license applications and proof of age cards; 

(3) recognises that existing educational programs of civics education play an 
important role in including young people in processes of electoral education and 
participation; and 

(4) calls on the Minister for Education, Youth and Family Services to refer current 
civics programs used in schools to the curriculum review team for investigation 
into the adequacy of these programs. 

Debate ensued. 

Paper:  Mr Stefaniak, by leave, presented the following paper: 

Enrolment of young people – Copy of letter to all MLAs from Mr Phillip Green, 
Electoral Commissioner, dated 30 March 2004, concerning Mr Hargreave’s motion. 

Debate continued. 

Ms Dundas, by leave, moved the following amendments together: 

(1) Omit paragraph (1), substitute: 

 “(1) notes the Australia-wide trend that some younger voters are not currently 
listed on the electoral role because they have had fewer opportunities to 
enrol, and that this also applies to the ACT;”. 

(2) Omit paragraph (2), substitute: 

 “(2) calls on the ACT Government to provide the ACT Electoral Commission 
with additional funding, where necessary, so that it can increase its role in 
encouraging younger voters to enrol, educating young people about the 
electoral system, and conducting research on the most effective and efficient 
means to achieve these aims;”. 

(3) Add new paragraph (5): 

 “(5) calls on the ACT Government to conduct an investigation into possibilities 
for lowering the voting age in the ACT, including opportunities for 
consulting young people for their views.”. 
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Ms Dundas addressing the Assembly – 

___________________________ 

Adjournment negatived: It being 5 p.m. – The question was proposed – That the 
Assembly do now adjourn. 

Mr Wood (Manager of Government Business) requiring the question to be put forthwith 
without debate – 

Question – put and negatived. 

___________________________ 
Debate continued. 

Ms Dundas, by leave, was granted an extension of time. 

Debate continued. 

Mr Hargreaves, by leave, moved – That the question be divided. 

Question – put and passed. 

Amendment No. (1) negatived. 

Amendment No. (2) negatived. 

Amendment No. (3) negatived. 

Mrs Cross, by leave, moved the following amendments together: 

(1) Paragraph (2), after “examine”, insert “further”. 

(2) Paragraph (2), add “and acknowledges the initiatives the Electoral Commission 
currently has in place to address this matter”. 

Debate continued. 

Amendments agreed to. 

Question – That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes with concern estimates that as many as one in four people aged 18-24 are 
not on the electoral roll; 

(2) calls on the ACT Electoral Commission to examine further ways to encourage 
young people to enrol to vote such as sending out enrolment information with 
Year 12 school results, provisional drivers’ license applications and proof of age 
cards and acknowledges the initiatives the Electoral Commission currently has in 
place to address this matter; 

(3) recognises that existing educational programs of civics education play an 
important role in including young people in processes of electoral education and 
participation; and 

(4) calls on the Minister for Education, Youth and Family Services to refer current 
civics programs used in schools to the curriculum review team for investigation 
into the adequacy of these programs.” – 

be agreed to – put and passed. 
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11 LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MEMBER 
Mr Wood (Manager of Government Business) moved – That leave of absence be given 
to Ms Gallagher (Minister for Education, Youth and Family Services) for today, 
31 March 2004. 

Question – put and passed. 

12 RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES (ASSISTED TENANTS) BILL 2003 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question – 
That this Bill be agreed to in principle –  

Debate adjourned (Mr Wood – Manager of Government Business) and the resumption 
of the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

13 PHARMACY AMENDMENT BILL 2004 
Mrs Cross, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Pharmacy Act 
1931. 

Paper: Mrs Cross presented an explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mrs Cross moved – That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Smyth – Leader of the Opposition) and the resumption of the 
debate made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

14 ADJOURNMENT 
Mr Wood (Manager of Government Business) moved – That the Assembly do now 
adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Question – put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 5.56 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10.30 a.m. 

___________________________ 

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting, 
except Ms Gallagher (on leave). 

___________________________ 
 

 

 

 

T Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 


