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Answer to Question Taken on Notice 

The Committee asks ministers to provide Answers to Questions Taken on Notice within 5 working days 

of receipt of the Uncorrected Proof Transcript, where Day One is the first working day after the 

hearing. 

Question taken on notice by Vicki Dunne MLA on 28 February 2020, pp.29-30 of Proof 

Transcript: 

THE CHAIR: What other elements of work will be expended under the remaining 

$300,000-ish? 

Mr Miners: Could you repeat that question? 

THE CHAIR: With the remaining unexpended appropriation of $300,000-odd, what is 

that going to be used for? 

Mr Miners: The largest remaining part of that is on staffing costs. 

THE CHAIR: Staffing within treasury? 

Mr Miners: Within treasury, yes. 

THE CHAIR: Have you recruited extra staff? 

Mr Miners: Yes. We have moved some of our existing staff onto the working group 

in terms of supporting the working group and backfilling other positions behind that. 

There are lots of people moving around. 

THE CHAIR: My question is: is there a net increase in staff in treasury as a result of 

this? 

Mr Miners: Yes. 

THE CHAIR: What is the net increase? 

Ms Vroombout: It is funding two staff positions. 

MR COE: For how long? 



Ms Vroombout: Until June. 

THE CHAIR: That is $300,000 for over four months-

MR COE: The appropriation is $466,000; $160,000 has gone elsewhere. There is 

$300,000 left. $300,000 pro rata is $600,000. For two people, that is a lot of money. 

Mr Miners: We are working around estimates, what the modelling will cost and 

whether we need to do any follow-up modelling or any additional work. Anything 

that we do not need to spend will be returned to budget. 

THE CHAIR: How much are the staff, the treasury staff internally, for this project? 

Ms Vroombout: I would have to take that on notice. 

THE CHAIR: Take that on notice. 

Ms Vroombout: They have been working for quite a number of months already as 

part of this project. 

THE CHAIR: When you are answering these questions, perhaps you could help out 

the committee by saying when the project actually started. 

Ms Vroombout: Yes. 

Mr Barr: It is going to run for nearly the full fiscal year. 

THE CHAIR: If it is going to run for nearly the full fiscal year, that raises the question 

as to why it was not appropriated in 2019-20. 

Mr Barr: As I recall, the Assembly resolution was after the budget process. 

THE CHAIR: In the answer can we put all of that in context? 

Mr Barr: We will, yes. 

The Answer to Question Taken on Notice by Andrew Barr MLA as Treasurer in connection 

with Tax Reform Advisory Group, Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development 

Directorate, considered in hearings of 28 February 2020 is as follows: 

Committed expenditure relating to the Tax Reform Advisory Group, as at 3 March 2020, is as 

follows: 

• $110,318 for analytical work from the Australian National University. 

• $46,925 for analytical work from Victoria University. 

• $166,000 for staffing (lxSOGA and lxSOGC for six months.from November 2019 to 

April 2020). 
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Funding was not included in the 2019-20 Budget as the scope of the work required to be 

undertaken by external consultants had not yet been finalised. This meant that its cost could 

not be reliably estimated at that time. 

Signed 

4zk~ 
Andrew Barr MLA 

Treasurer 




