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QTON No. - 11 
 
Asked by MRS KIKKERT on 19 October 2021:  MS PLATER took on notice the following question(s): 
 
Ref: Hansard Transcript 19 October 2021 PAGE 13 
 
In relation to:  
 
How many families are accessing the Child Development Service – Developing Kids program for Foetal 
Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD)?  
 
 
YVETTE BERRY MLA:  The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:–  

 
 
The Child Development Service (CDS) provides assessment, referral and information services to 
children aged 0 - 6 years of age where there are concerns regarding development. CDS does not 
require a diagnosis for children and their families to access a range of services offered. 
 
CDS may work with very young children where investigation regarding the underlying cause of their 
developmental delays is still occurring. In this situation, it is possible that CDS has offered 
assessment, advice, and information to families of children who then go on to receive a diagnosis of 
Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD). Children with a diagnosis of FASD are eligible to access 
NDIS supports under the early intervention criteria. 
 
The Developing Kids program is designed to support vulnerable families to access CDS and other 
services and supports.  CDS does not hold data about which of the families that has attended the 
Developing Kids Program were having an investigation to determine if their child may have a 
diagnosis of FASD. If a child receives a diagnosis of FASD they would be referred to NDIS EACH to 
access appropriate ongoing early intervention supports. 
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