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INTRODUCTION 

Appropriation Bill 2019-2020 (No. 2) was originally introduced to the Legislative 
Assembly on 13 February 2020, whereupon it was subsequently referred to the 
Assembly’s Public Accounts Committee. The original Appropriation Bill underpinned the 
initiatives delivered through the 2019-20 Budget Review, which was presented during a 
stressful and challenging set of circumstances for our region. For a number of days over 
the December-January period, we saw air quality levels that were the worst in the world, 
and the bushfire emergency culminated with over 80 per cent of the Namadgi National 
Park being burnt. 

February 27th saw the Orroral Valley fire declared out, ending one of the largest 
ecological disasters the Territory has seen. In an unfortunate coincidence, the same day 
saw the Commonwealth Government activate the Australian Health Sector Emergency 
Response Plan for Novel Coronavirus, or COVID-19. 

The 2019-20 Budget Review foreshadowed that (at the time) there were unknown 
economic implications for the Territory associated the coronavirus outbreak, and that 
impacts for two major sectors of the ACT’s economy (namely international education and 
tourism) were likely. Coupled with impacts associated with the bushfire emergency and 
the severe hailstorm of January 20th, it was not possible for the 2019-20 Budget Review 
to estimate the effects of these events on the Territory. 

As more time has elapsed, the flow-on effects of COVID-19 on our local and national 
economy have become significant, giving rise to the stimulus response packages we have 
seen from the Commonwealth, and every State and Territory. Each jurisdiction is actively 
working to support the people and sectors most heavily affected by COVID-19 response 
measures.  

The Territory’s stimulus efforts to date have sought to provide immediate support to 
those most in need, and will gradually transition to medium-term responses, and on to 
longer-term initiatives to support our eventual recovery. Importantly, a staggered 
approach will allow resources to be shifted towards our health sector should COVID-19 
incidents continue to escalate, or be adjusted in response to the provision of additional 
resources from the Commonwealth. 

Given the increasing severity of the COVID-19 virus, it has been necessary to amend 
Appropriation Bill 2019-2020 (No. 2) as originally presented. With the cooperation of the 
Assembly, the Appropriation Bill has been revised to provide additional appropriation to 
the ACT Health Directorate and the ACT Local Health Network to respond to COVID-19. 
Additionally, separate (time-limited) changes to the Financial Management Act 1996 will 
increase the amount able to be expensed under Treasurer’s Advance arrangements, 
permitting further rollout of stimulus packages and immediate responses to emerging 
pressures. The revised Appropriation Bill 2019-20 (No. 2) will provide for the 
appropriation of an additional $283 million over the original, giving rise to a revised total 
of $430.124 million.  
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The Government wishes to acknowledge the role played by the Committee in scrutinising 
the Budget Review, and we have endeavoured to respond fully to the many questions 
asked during the Committee’s hearings, and those received on notice. However, given 
the Appropriation Bill 2019-2020 (No. 2) has now been significantly modified from the 
version originally provided, we have elected not to respond to the Public Account 
Committee’s recommendations at this time.  

The Government remains committed to being open and transparent in its budget 
reporting, ensuring that our practices strengthen the integrity and accountability of the 
management of the Territory’s public finances. The Government’s response to the 
individual recommendations of the Committee will be prepared at a time considered 
appropriate once the COVID-19 response has begun to ease. 
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