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22 June 2015 

Mr Brendan Smyth 
Chair, Select Committee on Estimates 2015-2016 

REQUESTED FURTHER WEED INFORMATION 
 
At the Budget Estimates Hearing on the 12 June 2015 it was agreed that the Conservation Council ACT 
Region would provide extra information on potential future invasive weeds in the ACT. 
 
We have also included the title of an additional reference document for information on meeting the 
objectives of the ACT Weed Strategy which may have already been circulated within the Legislative 
Assembly. 
 
We have also provided some Parks & Conservation Service maps which provide a broad overview of the the 
extent of weed management undertaken in the ACT over the financial years 2013-14, 20014-15 and the draft 
proposal for 2015-16 given the proposed reduction to the weeds budget. 
 
Potential future invasive weeds 
This is not the easiest task because there are so many unknown variables such as adaptability to soil types 
and seasonal precipitation and temperatures, available pollinators, sources of introduction and most 
significantly, the potential as yet unknown impacts of climate change. 
 
Since 2009, there have been fifteen species of either: 

• new incursions or 
• species that may have been here for some time but which have been observed as expanding or 

spreading in area. 
A list of these species is attached (Attachment 1) with some general comments on each species. 
 
Other potential future weed species are attached (Attachment 2). 
 
Broad view of ACT Weed Strategy 
An excellent reference document which was produced by the Parks and Conservation Service is entitled 
2014 Review of ACT Weeds Strategy 2009-2019.  This document appears to the Conservation Council to be a 
fair summary of the state of weed management and the meeting of the objectives of the ACT Weed Strategy 
as at that date.  We understand that this document is already available to MLAs. 
 
Mapping 
Attachment 3 consists of 3 maps.  The first two, 2013-14 and 2014-15, give an indication of the areas of 
weed management in these financial years.  The third map is a draft of what areas may be able to be treated 
with the reduced budget in 2015-16.  It is stressed that this is a preliminary map of priority areas, and has not 
yet been discussed by the Weeds Advisory Group.  It is obvious from map 3 that there will have to be a very 
considerable reduction on area treatments in this financial year. 

 
Geoff Butler 
Weeds Officer 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

NEW WEED INCURSIONS SINCE 2009 
 
Mexican Feathergrass (Nassella tenuissima) 
This species has the potential to be of similar invasive potential as Serrated Tussock and may 
causes severe environmental damage to native grasslands and pastures.  Known infestations 
in Namadgi National park have been eradicated and sites are monitored. 
 
Sulphur Quinquefoil (Potentilla recta) 
Potential in dry and moist areas on disturbed sites in grasslands, dry open forests, roadsides, 
pastures and rangelands.  Recorded at various sites in the ACT. 
 
Spanish Heath (Erica lusitanica) 
Forms a dense shrub layer in native forests and woodlands.  Displaces indigenous species and 
prevents regrowth, having a serious impact on native ground covers, herbs, grasses and 
terrestrial orchids.  Contained and monitored at a few sites in the ACT. 
 
Himalayan Honeysuckle (Leycesteria formosa) 
Potential for thickets in dry and moist bushland, creates dense shade and displaces native 
vegetation.  One location has been eradicated in ACT. 
 
Hairy Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum) 
Potential to become dominant in riverine and wetland habitats.  Located at Gungahlin Ponds and 
being monitored. 
 
Artichoke Thistle (Cynara cardunculus) 
Plants occur on roadsides, in pastures and on wasteland.  Status unknown to CC. 
 
Madeira Vine (Anredera cordifolia) 
Prolific growth rates in high light environments. Can smother mature trees or form thick mats 
of groundcover that overwhelm low-lying vegetation and inhibit natural regeneration.  Two 
known locations at Yarralumla and Cotter being monitored after removal. 
 
Madagascan Fireweed (Senecio madagascariensis) 
Found in open country, areas of bare soil, along roadsides, pastures and open forests, with 
heavy infestations being common on cultivated or disturbed land.  Attempts being made to 
eradicate in Crace and Forde but now also located in Gungahlin Hill Reserve and also Federal 
Hwy.  Being located more often in areas surrounding the ACT. 
 
Ox-eye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) 
Weed forming dense clumps on roadsides, cleared land, poor pastures and turf that exclude 
other vegetation.  Location in ACT not known to CC. 
 
Tutsan (Hypericum androsaemum) 
A weed of damp and shaded habitats.  It is usually found in closed forests, forest margins, 
open woodlands, waterways, waste areas and sometimes also in pastures.  Located near Lake 
Burley Griffin in ACT. 
 
 



Bridal Creeper (Asparagus asparagoides) 
Climbing stems and foliage smother native plants and underground tubers impede the root 
growth of other plants.  Invades undisturbed sites in dry sclerophyll forest and heath 
vegetation.  Located at 3 sites but eradicated and being monitored. 
 
Alligator Weed (Alternanthera philoxeroides) 
Regarded as one of the worst weeds in Australia because of its invasiveness, potential for 
spread, and economic and environmental impacts.  Located at Yerrabi Pond and now a major 
infestation in Lake Burley Griffin.  Will be very difficult to manage. 
 
African Fountain Grass (Cenchrus setaceus)  
Pennisetum/Cenchrus sp. generally increases the intensity of fires and completely displaces 
plant communities that are not as fire tolerant.  Has been located and eradicated in Banks, 
ACT but overall status unknown as sold as an ornamental. 
 
Chinese Fairy Grass (Miscanthus sinensis) 
Chinese Fairy Grass would be able to establish in areas of disturbed pasture.  It establishes 
dense thickets and extensive infestations that prevent the growth and germination of other 
plants.  When planted in urban areas it could become a significant source of infestations 
spreading into reserves and other natural areas in our region if the species remains available 
in horticulture.  One planting in the ANU which has been eradicated. 
 



ATTACHMENT 2 
 

OTHER POTENTIAL WEED SPECIES IN THE A.C.T 
 

Common Name Scientific Name Status 
Agapanthus Agapanthus praecox To be investigated 
Strawberry Tree Arbutus unedo Sleeper 
Oregon Grape Berberis aquifolium Sleeper 
False Caper Euphorbia terracina Sleeper 
Bear Skin Fescue Festuca gautieri  Alert species 
Desert Ash Fraxinus angustifolia To be investigated 
Gazania Gazania linearis Sleeper 
Orange Hawkweed  Hieracium aurantiacum Alert species 
Coolatai Grass Hyparrhenia hirta Alert species 
Lavender sp. Lavandula sp To be investigated 
Curry–leaf Tree Murraya koenigii To be investigated 
Sacred Bamboo Nandina domestica To be investigated 
Olives Olea sp. Sleeper 
Clockweed Oenothera lindheimeri  Sleeper 
Photinia  Photinia robusta To be investigated. 
 
To be investigated = the species is being noted as spreading more widely and further 
investigation is needed as to their weed potential. 
 
Sleeper = the species is known as a weed in other jurisdictions and plants are being noted as 
spreading more widely. 



ATTACHMENT 3 – WEED OPERATIONS 
 
The live links below are maps showing the extent of weed operations across the ACT for the years 2013-14 (map 1) and 2014-15 (map 2).  The last link (map 3) is a draft 
showing the proposals for 2015-16 if the weeds allocation for this year is reduced.  The on-ground works for 2015-16 is greatly reduced from the previous 2 years. 
 
1) 2013-14 Invasive Weed Control 
http://actgov.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=65cefbeaec8a40bfa20371f6766589f8 (Map this page) 

 
2) 2014-15 Invasive Weed Control (to 5th June) 
http://actgov.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d89fa9407afb453c92201991589cd3fb 
(screenshot over) 
 
3) 2015-16 Proposed Invasive Weed Control (due to budget cuts) 
http://actgov.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=750fbae374694cc5a770a001689412ea 
(screenshot over) 
 
 

http://actgov.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=65cefbeaec8a40bfa20371f6766589f8
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Figure 1 Proposed before 2015-16 Budget cuts 

 
 

Figure 2 Post 2015-16 Budget cuts (Draft) 

 
(Maps provided to Weeds Advisory Group 2015) 
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