The following information must be provided:

Brief description of the proposed activity (must include the purpose of the journey/activity and/or details
of any conferences to be attended or training to be undertaken):

The Australian Christian Lobby (ACL) is holding its National Conference in Canberra on 14-15 October 2011.
The theme of the National Conference this year is Putting Kids First. the ACL is seeking to promote the best
interests of children in the formulation and implementation of public policy. | am proposing to attend this
Conference for the plenary presentations and discussions on 15 October 2011,

Detailed itinerary (including dates and times) of the places to be visited/activity to be undertaken:

The ACL National Conference venue is the Hyatt Hotel, Commonwealth Avenue, Canberra. The Conference
-will be held over 14 and 15 October 2011.

Estimated cost of activity: $150
(Note: Analysis of cost should include fares, travelling allowances, conference fees and other training expenses)

l acknowledge that: .~~~ o

. within elght weeks of completmg thls actlvnty, | am requnred to subm|t a wntten report detailing: the travel
undertaken and the costs incurred (including any relmbursement received for nominee accompanied travel); '
" the names and area of responsibility of persons contacted; ‘a'stimmary ,of busmess undertaken; |n relatlon -
to any approved tralnmg undertaken a report.on‘that tralnlng. and ‘ RN ‘ :

. detalls of th|s prop sal and the study travel report will be publlshed ront ' :f’seembly"s internet site.
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STUDY TRIP REPORT
| Name: Brendan Smyth MLA |
Purpose of visit: To attend the National Conference of the Australian Christian Lobby
Places visited and date(s) of visit: Canberra, 15 October 2011

Expenses incurred (including any reimbursement for spouse-accompanied travel):

Air fares -
Conference registration 150.00
Expenses and Incidentals -
Total: $150.00

Organisation(s) and individuals visited and areas of responsibility:

The ACL National Conference featured:

international speaker, Indian Dr Vishal Mangalwadi

Professor Patrick Parkinson AM, Professor of Law at Sydney University
Joe de Bruyn, who is a member of the ALP National Executive and
Richard Eckersley and Jim Wallace.

Business undertaken:

The ACL National Conference provides an excellent opportunity for participants to be brought
up to date with developments across a range of important public policy matters. Professor
Parkinson, for example, spoke on the well-being of children and Joe de Bruyn spoke on the
prospects for ensuring that the definition of ‘marriage’ remains unchanged. Other issues
included the future of the family, the role of the Bible in the development of the western world
and child development. The panel discussions and question times also are a valuable
means of highlighting critical issues.

Conclusions and/or recommendations:

The attendance at conferences such as this and the quality of speakers emphasises the
widespread community interest in and concern about some of these fundamental public
policy issues. This Conference confirmed that there is considerable concern about moves to
seek to widen the definition of marriage; as well, there is deep concern about the need to
ensure that children are allowed to grow and develop in loving, protective and caring
environments. :
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