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No. 108 
 

WEDNESDAY, 30 JUNE 2004 
 

___________________________ 
 
 
1 The Assembly met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker (Mr Berry) 

took the Chair and asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their 
responsibilities to the people of the Australian Capital Territory. 

2 HEMP FIBRE INDUSTRY FACILITATION BILL 2004 
Mrs Burke, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act about the cultivation of hemp 
for certain commercial uses, and for other purposes. 

Paper: Mrs Burke presented an explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mrs Burke moved – That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Ms Dundas) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the 
day for the next sitting. 

3 NATURE CONSERVATION (NATIVE VEGETATION PROTECTION) 
AMENDMENT BILL 2004 
Notice No. 2, Private Members’ business, having been called on – 

Ms Dundas, pursuant to standing order 128, fixed a later hour this day for the moving of 
notice No. 2, private Members’ business. 

http://www.hansard.act.gov.au/hansard/2004/pdfs/20040630.pdf
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4 DRUGS OF DEPENDENCE (CANNABIS FOR MEDICAL CONDITIONS) 
AMENDMENT BILL 2004 
Ms Tucker, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Drugs of 
Dependence Act 1989. 

Paper: Ms Tucker presented an explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Ms Tucker moved – That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Quinlan – Treasurer) and the resumption of the debate made an 
order of the day for the next sitting. 

5 LAND (PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT) (UNIT DEVELOPMENTS) 
AMENDMENT BILL 2004 
Ms Tucker, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Land (Planning 
and Environment) Act 1991, and for other purposes. 

Paper: Ms Tucker presented an explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Ms Tucker moved – That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Quinlan – Acting Minister for Planning) and the resumption of 
the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

6 LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Mr Hargreaves moved – That leave of absence for today’s sitting be given to Mr Wood 
(Minister for Urban Services). 

Question – put and passed. 

7 LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Mr Smyth (Leader of the Opposition) moved – That leave of absence for today’s sitting 
be given to Mr Stefaniak. 

Question – put and passed. 

8 EMPLOYMENT GROWTH EXPECTATIONS – HUDSON REPORT 

Mr Hargreaves, pursuant to notice, moved – That this Assembly welcomes the release 
of the latest Hudson Report on Employment Expectations which shows that the ACT 
leads the nation in employment growth expectations. 

Debate ensued. 

Ms Tucker moved the following amendment:  Add “but expresses concern at the lack of 
a comprehensive and targeted employment strategy which addresses long-term 
unemployment, under-employment and the needs of groups in our community who are 
particularly disadvantaged in the labour market.” – 

Debate continued. 

Mr Quinlan (Treasurer), by leave, was granted an extension of time. 
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Debate continued. 

Ms Tucker, who had already spoken, by leave, again addressed the Assembly. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Debate continued. 

Question – That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly welcomes the release of the latest Hudson Report on 
Employment Expectations which shows that the ACT leads the nation in 
employment growth expectations, but expresses concern at the lack of a 
comprehensive and targeted employment strategy which addresses long-term 
unemployment, under-employment and the needs of groups in our community who 
are particularly disadvantaged in the labour market.” – 

be agreed to – put and passed. 

9 NATURE CONSERVATION (NATIVE VEGETATION PROTECTION) 
AMENDMENT BILL 2004 
Ms Dundas, pursuant to notice, presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Nature 
Conservation Act 1980, and for other purposes. 

Paper: Ms Dundas presented an explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Ms Dundas moved – That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Quinlan – Treasurer) and the resumption of the debate made an 
order of the day for the next sitting. 

10 QUESTIONS 
Questions without notice being asked – 

___________________________ 

Ministerial arrangements: 

Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) informed the Assembly that, in the absence of Mr Wood 
(Minister for Urban Services), questions without notice normally directed to Mr Wood 
could be directed to Mr Stanhope. 

___________________________ 
Questions continued. 

11 PAPER 
Mr Stanhope (Chief Minister) presented the following paper: 

Digital Divide Program – Answer to question without notice asked of the Chief Minister 
by Ms Dundas and taken on notice on 29 June 2004. 
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12 PAPER 
Ms Gallagher (Minister for Education and Training) presented the following paper: 

Support for students with learning disabilities – Answer to question without notice 
asked of the Minister for Education and Training by Ms Dundas and taken on notice on 
22 June 2004. 

13 SUICIDE AND SELF-HARM PREVENTION AND MANAGEMENT 
Ms MacDonald, pursuant to notice, moved – That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises that a significant number in our community are resorting to methods of 
self-harm as a means of coping with the stresses they face; 

(2) expresses concern that suicide attempts and other self-inflicted injuries account 
for almost 15% of admissions to public hospital emergency departments; 

(3) notes the integral role that support services, educational programs and members of 
the community play in assisting those suffering mental illness to cope, manage 
and overcome the troubles they are facing; 

(4) acknowledges the progress the ACT Government has made in addressing mental 
health issues; 

(5) notes the importance of ongoing research into suicide and self-harm prevention 
and management; and 

(6) identifies that better knowledge and management of mental health is an important 
foundation for sound future mental health. 

Ms MacDonald, by leave, was granted an extension of time. 

Debate ensued. 

Mr Smyth (Leader of the Opposition) moved the following amendment:  Omit 
paragraphs (4), (5) and (6), substitute: 

“(4) notes the lack of progress the ACT Government has made in addressing mental 
health issues; 

(5) notes the Government’s delay in releasing the Mental Health Strategic Plan; 

(6) notes the Plan’s lack of tangible targets and timelines; 

(7) decries the lack of funding for the Plan in this year’s Budget; 

(8) notes the importance of ongoing research into suicide and self-harm prevention 
and management; and 

(9) identifies that better knowledge and management of mental health is an important 
foundation for sound future mental health.” – 

Debate continued. 

Ms Tucker, by leave, moved the following amendments to Mr Smyth’s amendment 
together:   

(1) Paragraph (4), omit. 

(2) Paragraph (7), add the following words:  “, particularly outreach and other 
community services for mental health consumers;” – 
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Debate continued. 

Ms MacDonald, by leave, was granted an extension of time. 

Amendments to amendment agreed to. 

Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 

Question – That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises that a significant number in our community are resorting to methods of 
self-harm as a means of coping with the stresses they face; 

(2) expresses concern that suicide attempts and other self-inflicted injuries account 
for almost 15% of admissions to public hospital emergency departments; 

(3) notes the integral role that support services, educational programs and members of 
the community play in assisting those suffering mental illness to cope, manage 
and overcome the troubles they are facing; 

(4) notes the Government’s delay in releasing the Mental Health Strategic Plan; 

(5) notes the Plan’s lack of tangible targets and timelines; 

(6) decries the lack of funding for the Plan in this year’s Budget, particularly outreach 
and other community services for mental health consumers; 

(7) notes the importance of ongoing research into suicide and self-harm prevention 
and management; and 

(8) identifies that better knowledge and management of mental health is an important 
foundation for sound future mental health.” – 

be agreed to – put and passed. 

14 LAND (PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT) AMENDMENT BILL 2004 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question – 
That this Bill be agreed to in principle –  

Debate resumed. 

Ms Dundas addressing the Assembly – 

___________________________ 

Adjournment negatived: It being 5 p.m. – The question was proposed – That the 
Assembly do now adjourn. 

Mr Quinlan (Treasurer) requiring the question to be put forthwith without debate – 

Question – put and negatived. 
___________________________ 

Debate continued. 

Question – That this Bill be agreed to in principle – put. 
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The Assembly voted — 

Ayes, 2 Noes, 11 

Ms Dundas   Mr Berry Ms MacDonald 
Ms Tucker   Mr Cornwell Mr Pratt 
   Mrs Cross Mr Quinlan 
   Mrs Dunne Mr Smyth 
   Ms Gallagher Mr Stanhope 
   Mr Hargreaves  

And so it was negatived. 

15 WATER AND SEWERAGE AMENDMENT BILL 2004 
The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the question – 
That this Bill be agreed to in principle – 

Debate adjourned (Mr Quinlan – Acting Minister for Planning) and the resumption of 
the debate made an order of the day for the next sitting. 

Mrs Dunne, by leave, made a statement in relation to the Bill. 

Mr Quinlan, by leave, also made a statement in relation to the Bill. 

16 QUIT SMOKING COUNSELLING 
Ms Dundas, pursuant to notice, moved – That this Assembly, recognising that (a) 
smokers have poorer health and longer hospital stays than non-smokers, and (b) people 
hospitalised for a smoking-related illness have a high motivation to quit smoking, calls 
on the ACT Government to start offering free quit smoking counselling to all smokers 
admitted to ACT public hospitals by no later then January 2005. 

Debate ensued. 

Mrs Cross moved the following amendment:  Omit all words after “smoking” (first 
occurring), substitute: 

“(c) notes that pre-operative counselling six weeks beforehand substantially reduces 
the risk of post-operative complications and calls on the ACT Government to start 
offering free quit smoking counselling to all smokers utilising ACT public 
hospitals by no later than January 2005.” – 

Debate continued. 

Mrs Cross, who had already spoken, by leave, again addressed the Assembly. 

Paper:  Mrs Cross, by leave, presented the following paper: 

“Smoking ‘damages surgery recovery’” – Extract from BBC News website, dated 
11 January 2002. 

Debate continued. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Debate continued. 
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Question – That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly, recognising that: 

(a) smokers have poorer health and longer hospital stays than non-smokers; 

(b) people hospitalised for a smoking-related illness have a high motivation to quit 
smoking; and 

(c) notes that pre-operative counselling six weeks beforehand substantially reduces 
the risk of post-operative complications; 

calls on the ACT Government to start offering free quit smoking counselling to all 
smokers utilising ACT public hospitals by no later than January 2005.” – 

be agreed to – put and passed. 

17 CORE VALUES – A.C.T. SCHOOL STUDENTS 
Mr Pratt, pursuant to notice, moved – That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

 (a) the need for the presence of core values to be taught in ACT schools up to 
year 12 level; 

 (b) the need for school culture to reflect the practising of those core values; and 

 (c) that some schools are effectively teaching and supporting values; 

(2) rejects the Government’s piecemeal approach to the teaching and supporting of 
values; and 

(3) calls upon the Minister for Education and Training to implement the teaching of, 
and the support for, core values across the ACT education system. 

Mr Pratt, by leave, was granted an extension of time. 

Debate ensued. 

Question – put and negatived. 

18 ADJOURNMENT 
Mr Quinlan (Treasurer) moved – That the Assembly do now adjourn. 

Debate ensued. 

Question – put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 6.53 p.m., adjourned until tomorrow at 10.30 a.m. 
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___________________________ 

MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE: All Members were present at some time during the sitting, 
except Mr Corbell, Mr Stefaniak and Mr Wood (on leave). 

___________________________ 
 

 

 

 

T Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 


