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Background 

In October 2019, the Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence Yvette Berry delivered a 

joint Ministerial Statement in the ACT Legislative Assembly on behalf of the Minister for Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Affairs Rachel Stephen-Smith on the ACT Government’s commitment to working in 

partnership with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community to address domestic and family 

violence.   

In the statement, Ministers Berry and Stephen-Smith formally acknowledged the We Don’t Shoot Our 

Wounded report (2009) and apologised for the Government’s delay in responding to the report which 

examined the high levels of domestic and family violence experienced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people in the ACT, the barriers to accessing services and the resulting devastating impacts. 

The Joint Statement included some early actions in response to the 12 recommendations and made a 

strong commitment to working with ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander representative bodies, 

including the Domestic Violence Prevention Council’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Expert Reference 

Group (Expert Reference Group), on areas of future work from the report and beyond. 

After the Government’s response, the Expert Reference Group met Government representatives to discuss 

the next steps to deliver on this commitment. Given the length of time since the We Don’t Shoot Our 

Wounded report was released, the Expert Reference Group worked with Curijo, an Aboriginal female-

owned and led consultancy, to undertake a further consultation in 2020 with the Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander community in the ACT to consider whether the original 12 recommendations remained 

current and respond to community identified need. It was also an opportunity to determine other areas 

where there were gaps in supports for victim-survivors, children and young people, and people who choose 

to use violence to change their behaviour.      

The overwhelming feedback compiled in 2021 was that the recommendations from the We Don’t Shoot Our 

Wounded report were still relevant, with the addition of men being included in recommendations as both 

perpetrators and victims of violence. 
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In the following years, the Expert Reference Group prepared The Long Yarn report which sets out the 

consultation outcomes of this process, including important refinements to the original recommendations 

from the We Don’t Shoot Our Wounded report. The Long Yarn calls for a greater focus on addressing 

structural racism, cultural safety in all services, healing, and working with men and boys. It retains the 

original 12 recommendations, with updated wording to incorporate the community feedback.   

The Expert Reference Group formally presented The Long Yarn report to Minister Berry on 19 August 2024. 

At the October 2024 election, the ACT Government made a commitment to continue working with the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community to implement recommendations from The Long Yarn 

report.  

Summary of findings and recommendations 

The Long Yarn represents a set of key themes raised by consultation participants when updating the 

original recommendations of the We Don’t Shoot Our Wounded report, including that: 

• men need to be represented in all recommendations as both victims and people who use violence;

• the ACT needs Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander-led and operated family and domestic violence

services;

• victims of violence need to be supported and not be punished by the removal of their children;

• data collection should be improved to show a true picture of family and domestic violence

affecting the ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community in the ACT, and must

demonstrate not all domestic and family violence experienced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander people is perpetrated by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men;

• the ACT requires more healing-inclusive supports for people who choose to use violence, as they

may be past victims themselves, and healing people who choose to use violence is the best

strategy for prevention; and

• the structural racism that exists within the community services sector must be addressed, and

there must be accountability for all workers who support both victims of family and domestic

violence and people who use violence.

The Long Yarn makes 12 recommendations that call on the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community 

and Government to work together to build capacity to address domestic and family violence in the 

following areas: 

• centring voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander victims

• a strategic planning and delivery framework

• holistic supports for Aboriginal women, men and children

• community education and mentoring

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander workforce

• long-term funding for Aboriginal-led and operated services

• family supports for children to remain living with their parent/family

• healing interventions

• system-wide culturally safe services
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• Aboriginal-led research and evaluation

The refinements made to the original We Don’t Shoot Our Wounded report recommendations focus on the 

importance of committing long-term funding to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander-led services and 

working with men and boys as victims, perpetrators of family violence, and allies in preventing violence.  

Overview of ACT Government Response 

The ACT Government has carefully considered each recommendation and provided 

a detailed and thorough response to the Report. The Long Yarn made 12 

recommendations with some recommendations including multiple elements. The 

ACT Government agrees to all 12 recommendations.  

Since 2022-23, the ACT Government has committed almost $11million in funding for ACCOs providing DFSV 

services. This included new investment in the 2025-26 Budget, with $6.022 million dollars over 3 years from 

2026-27 for 4 Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations (ACCOs) and Aboriginal-led organisations, as 

well as a ‘violence is not our way’ education campaign to encourage victim-survivors and perpetrators to 

seek help and promote positive role models for men, women and children. This investment is intended to 

support implementation of The Long Yarn recommendations and support service continuity and 

sustainability for Aboriginal-led responses, especially for newly established services.  

The 2025-2026 ACT Budget also implemented the Safer Families Levy Principles, which includes a 

commitment to ensure a meaningful allocation of Safer Families Levy funding is directed to Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander-led programs and services delivery (Principle 5), particularly Aboriginal Community 

Controlled Organisations that support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people experiencing, or at risk of 

experiencing, domestic, family and sexual violence. Of the $18.7 million contribution from the Safer 

Families Levy for new initiatives in the 2025-26 Budget for the Safer Families Package, $5.8 million in Safer 

Families Levy investment has been allocated to ACCOs. 

Following the Budget announcement, some progress has been made against all 12 recommendations of 

The Long Yarn.  

The ACT Government understands much more work and investment is needed, and in accordance with 

Closing the Gap - Priority Reform Three – Transforming Government Organisations, the Government is 

committed to continuing to listen to the wisdom and expertise of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

community in the ACT and embedding this wisdom and knowledge within the ACT Domestic, Family and 

Sexual Violence Strategy. The Government is determined to continue working in respectful, transparent 

partnerships with ACCOs and Aboriginal-led organisations to ensure the availability of culturally safe, self-

determined, evidence-based and responsive practices and services to address DFSV in our communities. 

Implementation and accountability 

The Long Yarn recommendations are a continuation of the work from the We Don’t Shoot Our Wounded 

report. These recommendations include both immediate and long-term reforms to prevent family and 

domestic violence, and improve responses for victim-survivors, children and young people, as well as 

people who use violence. Since 2019, the ACT Government has made a concerted effort to work with the 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community on DFSV supports and invest in community-led solutions.  

We acknowledge this happens within the constraints of government systems and that progress has been 

slower than we would like. The Government will use the clear direction from The Long Yarn report to drive 

reforms that deliver real change for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.  

The Expert Reference Group has provided the Government updated advice on the priority 

recommendations for action. They have called for a continued focus on Recommendations 4, 8, 9 and 10, 

carried over from the We Don’t Shoot Our Wounded report. Further to these, the Expert Reference Group 

has identified Recommendations 5, 7 and 11 as future priorities. 

Progress against The Long Yarn recommendations is not a ‘once and done’ exercise. Rather, it requires an 

ongoing and sustained commitment to fulfil the intentions of the people who demonstrated courage and 

leadership in offering the Government comprehensive advice on what needs to be done. 

The ACT Government recognises the importance of appropriate oversight and governance to support 

ongoing reporting and accountability as progress against The Long Yarn recommendations continues. To 

oversee implementation, the ACT Government commits to working with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander community, including the Expert Reference Group, Aboriginal Community-Controlled and 

Aboriginal-led Organisations, through the development of the ACT Domestic Family and Sexual Violence 

Strategy and its Action Plans. 
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d

 strategic p
lan

n
in

g fo
r th

e 

d
elivery o

f se
rvices to

 su
p

p
o

rt A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait Islan

d
er w

h
o

 h
ave exp

erien
ced

, o
r are 

co
n

tin
u

in
g to

 e
xp

erien
ce

, D
FSV

.  

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t is d
evelo

p
in

g a co
m

p
reh

en
sive, evid

en
ce

-b
ased

 1
0

-year A
C

T D
o

m
estic, Fam

ily 

an
d

 Sexu
al V

io
len

ce Strategy to
 gu

id
e p

rio
rities in

 ad
d

ressin
g d

o
m

estic, fam
ily an

d
 se

xu
al vio

len
ce in

 

th
e A

C
T. C

o
n

su
ltatio

n
 co

m
m

en
ced

 in
 Ju

n
e 202

5
 an

d
 w

ill co
n

tin
u

e th
ro

u
gh

o
u

t th
e year. Th

e A
C

T 

G
o

vern
m

en
t reco

gn
ises th

at cen
trin

g A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait Islan

d
er p

ersp
ectives in

 th
e 

Strategy is vital. A
C

C
O

s d
eliverin

g D
FSV

 services an
d

 su
p

p
o

rts h
ave b

een
 id

en
tified

 as key 

stakeh
o

ld
ers an

d
 w

ill b
e e

n
gaged

 th
ro

u
gh

o
u

t all p
h

ases o
f th

e co
n

su
ltatio

n
.  
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A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t R
esp

o
n

se 
9

 

Th
e A

C
T is w

o
rkin

g w
ith

 th
e A

u
stralian

 G
o

vern
m

en
t, in

 p
artn

ersh
ip

 w
ith

 SN
A

IC
C

 – th
e N

atio
n

al V
o

ice 

fo
r A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 To

rres Strait Islan
d

er C
h

ild
ren

 an
d

 Fam
ilies, o

n
 d

evelo
p

in
g th

e O
u

r W
a

ys – Stro
n

g
 

W
a

ys – O
ur V

o
ices: N

a
tio

na
l A

b
o

rig
in

a
l a

n
d

 To
rres Stra

it Isla
n

d
er P

la
n

 to
 En

d
 Fa

m
ily, D

om
estic a

n
d

 

Sexu
a

l V
io

len
ce. W

h
en

 d
elivered

, it w
ill b

e th
e first n

atio
n

al p
o

licy fram
ew

o
rk created

 w
ith

 an
d

 fo
r 

A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait Islan

d
er p

eo
p

le
 an

d
 take

s a w
h

o
le o

f so
ciety ap

p
ro

ach
 to

 ad
d

ress th
e 

u
n

accep
tab

le an
d

 d
isp

ro
p

o
rtio

n
ate rates o

f vio
len

ce again
st A

b
o

rigin
al w

o
m

en
 an

d
 ch

ild
ren

.   

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t w
ill so

o
n

 release th
e A

C
T C

o
rrective Services C

u
ltu

ral Services M
o

d
el o

f C
are, 

d
eliverin

g an
 evid

en
ce

-b
ased

, b
est-p

ractice ap
p

ro
ach

 to
 w

o
rkin

g w
ith

 A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait 

Islan
d

er o
ffen

d
ers an

d
 su

p
p

o
rtin

g A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait Islan

d
er staff in

 a cu
ltu

rally-

ap
p

ro
p

riate
 an

d
 resp

ectfu
l m

an
n

er.  

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t h
as also

 in
co

rp
o

rate
d

 th
ree

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

in
g w

o
rksh

o
p

s in
 th

e d
evelo

p
m

en
t o

f 

p
ro

gram
s re

latin
g to

 d
ive

rsio
n

, p
reven

tio
n

 an
d

 b
reakin

g th
e cycle fo

r A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait 

Islan
d

er p
eo

p
le co

n
n

ected
 to

 o
r at risk o

f co
n

tact w
ith

 th
e C

rim
in

al Ju
stice System

. C
o

m
m

issio
n

in
g 

b
rin

gs to
geth

er in
te

rn
al G

o
vern

m
en

t an
d

 e
xte

rn
al secto

r an
d

 co
m

m
u

n
ity stakeh

o
ld

ers to
 e

n
su

re all 

vo
ices are h

eard
.  

R
e

co
m

m
e

n
d

atio
n

 4
: Estab

lish
 a sp

ecific 

service/s fo
r A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 To

rres Strait 

Islan
d

er m
en

 an
d

 w
o

m
en

 w
h

ere a ran
ge 

o
f legal, ad

vo
cacy, p

ractical an
d

 h
ealin

g 

activities can
 b

e d
elivered

 sep
arate

ly b
u

t 

u
n

d
er th

e o
n

e u
m

b
rella. 

A
gree 

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t re
co

gn
ises co

m
m

u
n

ity-led
 resp

o
n

ses are esse
n

tial to
 d

eliverin
g real ch

an
ge fo

r 

A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait Islan

d
er p

eo
p

le.  

P
rio

r to
 2

0
2

2
-23

, th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t d
id

 n
o

t fu
n

d
 an

y A
C

C
O

s fo
r d

ed
icated

 D
FSV

 resp
o

n
ses. Th

e 

A
C

T n
o

w
 fu

n
d

s 5
 A

C
C

O
s fo

r D
FSV

 resp
o

n
ses, w

ith
 o

ver $
5 m

illio
n

 p
ro

vid
ed

 d
irectly to

 A
C

C
O

s an
d

 

A
b

o
rigin

al-led
 o

rgan
isatio

n
s b

etw
ee

n
 2

0
2

3
-2

026
 to

 Yerrab
i Yu

rw
an

g C
h

ild
 an

d
 Fam

ily A
b

o
rigin

al 

C
o

rp
o

ratio
n

, Yh
u

rw
u

n
 B

u
llan

 A
b

o
rigin

al C
o

rp
o

ratio
n

, Ye
d

d
u

n
g M

u
ra (G

o
o

d
 P

ath
w

ays) A
b

o
rigin

al 

C
o

rp
o

ratio
n

, Sisters in
 Sp

irit A
b

o
rigin

al C
o

rp
o

ratio
n

 an
d

 W
h

ISP
ers A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 To

rres Strait 

Islan
d

er So
ftb

all C
o

rp
o

ratio
n

. Th
e 20

2
5

-26
 A

C
T B

u
d

get co
m

m
its fu

rth
er fu

n
d

in
g o

ver 3
 years fro

m
 

2
02

6
-2

7
 to

 co
n

tin
u

e in
vestm

en
t in

 4
 D

FSV
 p

ro
gram

s d
elivered

 b
y A

C
C

O
s, as p

art o
f im

p
lem

en
tin

g Th
e 

Lo
n

g
 Ya

rn
 rep

o
rt reco

m
m

en
d

atio
n

s. 
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A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t R
esp

o
n

se 
1

0
 

In
 2

02
3

, th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t co
llab

o
ratively d

esign
ed

 an
d

 d
evelo

p
ed

 gran
t p

ro
gram

s in
 co

n
su

ltatio
n

 

w
ith

 A
C

C
O

s an
d

 A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait Islan

d
er co

m
m

u
n

ity lead
ers. Th

ro
u

gh
 gran

ts assessm
en

t 

p
an

els co
m

p
risin

g a m
ajo

rity A
b

o
rigin

al w
o

m
en

, th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t fu
n

d
ed

 5
 A

C
C

O
s an

d
 

A
b

o
rigin

al-led
 o

rgan
isatio

n
s fo

r a ran
ge o

f D
FSV

 p
ro

gram
s an

d
 services, in

 reco
gn

itio
n

 th
at 

co
m

m
u

n
ity-le

d
 re

sp
o

n
ses are

 e
ssen

tial to
 d

eliverin
g real ch

an
ge fo

r A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 T
o

rres Strait 

Islan
d

e
r p

eo
p

le
. 

Th
ese A

C
C

O
 services en

co
m

p
ass in

d
ivid

u
al an

d
 system

ic ad
vo

cacy; h
o

listic, w
rap

aro
u

n
d

 su
p

p
o

rt fo
r 

w
o

m
e

n
 an

d
 ch

ild
ren

 im
p

acte
d

 b
y D

FSV
; w

o
rkin

g w
ith

 p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 u
se vio

len
ce an

d
 p

ro
gram

s to
 

su
p

p
o

rt p
reven

tio
n

 an
d

 h
ealin

g.  

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t fu
n

d
s ju

stice system
-fo

cu
sed

 p
ro

gram
s d

elivered
 b

y A
C

C
O

s fo
r A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 

To
rres Strait Islan

d
er m

en
, w

o
m

e
n

 an
d

 fam
ilies. Th

ey in
clu

d
e su

p
p

o
rts co

verin
g d

ive
rsio

n
, 

rein
te

gratio
n

, circle sen
ten

cin
g an

d
 legal assistan

ce
 services. Th

e G
o

vern
m

en
t also

 fu
n

d
s se

rvices 

p
ro

vid
ed

 b
y m

ain
stream

 legal assistan
ce p

ro
vid

ers to
 target th

e n
eed

s o
f A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 To

rres Strait 

Islan
d

er co
m

m
u

n
ity m

em
b

ers. 

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t ad
m

in
isters C

o
m

m
o

n
w

ealth
 fu

n
d

in
g fo

r legal assistan
ce in

 th
e A

C
T u

n
d

er th
e 

N
atio

n
al A

ccess to
 Ju

stice
 P

artn
ersh

ip
s 2

0
2

5
-203

0
. Fu

n
d

in
g is q

u
aran

tin
ed

 in
 th

is agreem
en

t fo
r 

A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait Islan

d
er Legal Services. U

n
d

er th
e n

ew
 agreem

en
t, a n

ew
 q

u
aran

tin
ed

 

fu
n

d
in

g stream
 h

as b
ee

n
 ad

d
ed

 fo
r A

b
o

rigin
al co

m
m

u
n

ity-co
n

tro
lled

 Fam
ily V

io
len

ce P
reven

tio
n

 

Legal Services (FV
P

LS). In
 th

e A
C

T, th
is se

rvice is d
elivered

 b
y th

e A
b

o
rigin

al Legal Service N
SW

/A
C

T
. 

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t ackn
o

w
led

ges w
o

rk n
eed

s to
 co

n
tin

u
e w

ith
 th

e A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait 

Islan
d

er co
m

m
u

n
ity o

n
 id

en
tifyin

g p
o

ten
tial service lin

kages an
d

 u
n

m
et n

ee
d

s to
 fu

lfil th
e in

te
n

tio
n

s 

o
f th

is reco
m

m
en

d
atio

n
. 

R
e

co
m

m
e

n
d

atio
n

 5
: D

evelo
p

 an
d

 

im
p

lem
en

t a co
m

m
u

n
ity an

d
 

p
ro

fessio
n

al ed
u

catio
n

 p
ro

gram
 stressin

g 

th
at “vio

len
ce is n

o
t o

u
r w

ay” 

en
co

u
ragin

g victim
s an

d
 p

erp
etrato

rs to
 

A
gree 

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t h
as co

m
m

itte
d

 $
60

0,00
0

 o
ver 2

 years fro
m

 2
02

6
-2

7 in
 th

e 2
0

2
5

-2
6

 B
u

d
get to

 

d
evelo

p
 an

d
 im

p
lem

en
t a co

m
m

u
n

ity an
d

 p
ro

fessio
n

al e
d

u
catio

n
 p

ro
gram

, to
 b

e d
esign

ed
 an

d
 led

 b
y 

th
e A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 To

rres Strait Islan
d

er co
m

m
u

n
ity. C

o
m

m
u

n
icatin

g th
at ‘vio

len
ce is n

o
t o

u
r w

ay’, 
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A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t R
esp

o
n

se 
1

1
 

see
k h

elp
 an

d
 em

p
h

asize p
o

sitive ro
le 

m
o

d
els fo

r m
en

, w
o

m
en

, an
d

 ch
ild

ren
. 

th
e aim

 is to
 en

co
u

rage victim
s an

d
 p

erp
etrato

rs to
 seek h

elp
 an

d
 em

p
h

asise p
o

sitive ro
le m

o
d

els fo
r 

m
en

, w
o

m
en

 an
d

 ch
ild

ren
.  

R
e

co
m

m
e

n
d

atio
n

 6
: Im

p
lem

en
t 

in
itiative

s to
 reso

u
rce an

d
 assist 

A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait Islan

d
er 

p
eo

p
le to

 fu
rth

er su
p

p
o

rt an
d

 m
en

to
r 

each
 o

th
er, an

d
 fo

r A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres 

Strait Islan
d

er p
eo

p
le to

 train
 an

d
 se

ek 

q
u

alificatio
n

s to
 assist victim

s o
f fam

ily 

vio
len

ce. Th
ese in

itiatives sh
o

u
ld

 

exp
ressly in

tegrate
 sp

iritu
al an

d
 cu

ltu
ral 

co
n

texts. 

A
gree 

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t is p
ro

gressin
g, in

 gen
u

in
e p

artn
ersh

ip
, a ran

ge o
f cap

ab
ility an

d
 cap

acity 

b
u

ild
in

g activities d
esign

ed
 to

 su
p

p
o

rt th
e gro

w
th

 an
d

 su
stain

ab
ility o

f th
e A

C
T co

m
m

u
n

ity-co
n

tro
lled

 

secto
r an

d
 A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 To

rres Strait Islan
d

er w
o

rkfo
rce.  

In
 e

arly 2
0

2
3, th

e A
b

o
rigin

al Service D
evelo

p
m

en
t B

ran
ch

 (A
SD

) w
as estab

lish
ed

 w
ith

in
 th

e H
ealth

 

an
d

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ity Services D
irecto

rate to
 su

p
p

o
rt an

d
 w

o
rk in

 p
artn

ersh
ip

 w
ith

 th
e A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 

To
rres Strait Islan

d
er co

m
m

u
n

ity, n
ew

 an
d

 e
xistin

g A
C

C
O

s an
d

 go
vern

m
en

t p
artn

ers to
 d

eliver o
n

 

vario
u

s asp
ects o

f th
e A

C
T 2

01
9

 – 2
02

8
 A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 To

rres Strait Islan
d

er A
greem

en
t an

d
 th

e 

C
lo

sin
g th

e G
ap

 agreem
en

t. Sin
ce estab

lish
m

en
t, A

SD
 h

as b
een

 w
o

rkin
g w

ith
 A

C
C

O
s su

p
p

o
rtin

g th
eir 

o
p

eratio
n

al cap
ab

ility an
d

 cap
acity to

 m
eet co

m
m

u
n

ity go
als to

 d
eliver acro

ss th
e e

n
tire h

u
m

an
 

services system
. Th

is in
clu

d
es h

o
listic an

d
 cu

ltu
rally safe w

rap
aro

u
n

d
 se

rvices, resp
o

n
d

in
g to

 

in
d

ivid
u

al A
C

C
O

s n
eed

s as d
eterm

in
ed

 b
y th

e in
d

ivid
u

al A
C

C
O

 an
d

 b
rin

gin
g p

artn
ers to

geth
er to

 

co
llab

o
ratively ad

d
ress ch

allen
ges an

d
 exp

lo
re o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ities.  

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t h
as co

m
m

itte
d

 $
3

.8
6 m

illio
n

 o
ver 4

 years to
 estab

lish
 th

e A
C

C
O

 Estab
lish

m
e

n
t 

an
d

 Exp
an

sio
n

 Fu
n

d
 (A

EEF) th
ro

u
gh

 th
e 2

0
2

4
-25

 A
C

T B
u

d
get. Th

e
 A

EEF is d
esign

ed
 to

 su
p

p
o

rt th
e 

estab
lish

m
en

t, gro
w

th
 an

d
 su

stain
ab

ility o
f lo

cal A
C

C
O

s, co
n

siste
n

t w
ith

 th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t 

co
m

m
itm

en
ts u

n
d

er th
e N

atio
n

al A
greem

en
t o

n
 C

lo
sin

g th
e G

ap
 P

rio
rity R

efo
rm

 2
: B

u
ild

in
g th

e 

co
m

m
u

n
ity-co

n
tro

lled
 secto

r an
d

 th
e A

C
T A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 To

rres Strait Islan
d

er A
greem

en
t 2

019
-20

2
8

. 

Th
e A

EEF p
ro

vid
es an

 alte
rn

ative fu
n

d
in

g so
u

rce th
at is fo

cu
sed

 o
n

 su
p

p
o

rtin
g estab

lish
m

en
t, 

cap
acity an

d
 cap

ab
ility b

u
ild

in
g activities fo

r A
C

C
O

s, w
h

ich
 m

ay in
clu

d
e su

p
p

o
rt fo

r train
in

g an
d

 

m
en

to
rsh

ip
 p

ro
gram

s fo
r A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 To

rres Strait Islan
d

er p
eo

p
le, en

h
an

cin
g th

e cap
acity o

f 

A
C

C
O

s to
 d

eliver cu
ltu

rally ap
p

ro
p

riate
 d

o
m

estic, fam
ily, an

d
 sexu

al vio
len

ce su
p

p
o

rt services.   

In
 late

 2
02

4
, A

C
T C

o
rrective Services co

m
m

en
ced

 th
e P

o
st-C

u
sto

d
y M

en
to

rin
g P

ilo
t p

ro
gram

 w
h

ich
 

co
n

n
ects vo

lu
n

teer m
en

to
rs w

ith
 w

o
m

en
 in

 cu
sto

d
y to

 p
ro

vid
e th

em
 em

o
tio

n
al su

p
p

o
rt, p

ro
so

cial 

su
p

p
o

rts, frien
d

sh
ip

 an
d

 lo
gistical su

p
p

o
rt. Th

e G
o

vern
m

en
t is also

 fu
n

d
in

g an
 A

C
C

O
 fo

r an
 In

te
n

sive 
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A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t R
esp

o
n

se 
1

2
 

C
ase M

an
agem

en
t P

ilo
t p

ro
gram

 fo
r First N

atio
n

s d
etain

ee
s w

ith
 m

u
ltip

le in
carceratio

n
 e

p
iso

d
es. 

D
elivered

 b
y Yed

d
u

n
g M

u
ra, th

e p
ro

gram
 aim

s to
 p

ro
vid

e a ro
b

u
st, in

tegrated
 su

p
p

o
rt system

 to
 h

elp
 

d
etain

ee
s re

in
te

grate
 in

to
 th

e co
m

m
u

n
ity an

d
 sign

ifican
tly red

u
ce reo

ffen
d

in
g rate

s. 

R
e

co
m

m
e

n
d

atio
n

 7
: C

o
m

m
it to

 lo
n

g-

te
rm

 fu
n

d
in

g arran
gem

en
ts fo

r 

A
b

o
rigin

al led
 an

d
 o

p
erated

 se
rvices to

 

A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait Islan

d
er 

victim
s o

f vio
len

ce th
at are o

n
go

in
g an

d
 

exp
ressly reco

gn
ise th

e m
o

re co
m

p
lex 

an
d

 in
ten

sive case m
an

agem
en

t 

req
u

irem
en

ts in
vo

lved
 in

 assistin
g 

A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait Islan

d
er 

victim
s o

f vio
len

ce. 

A
gree 

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t is co
m

m
itte

d
 to

 in
vestin

g in
 A

C
C

O
s an

d
 A

b
o

rigin
al-led

 o
rgan

isatio
n

s to
 ad

d
ress 

th
e d

isp
ro

p
o

rtio
n

ate an
d

 u
n

acce
p

tab
le rates o

f D
FSV

 exp
erien

ced
 b

y A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait 

Islan
d

er p
eo

p
le

, in
 lin

e w
ith

 co
m

m
itm

en
ts u

n
d

er th
e N

a
tio

n
a

l A
g

reem
en

t o
n

 C
losin

g
 th

e G
a

p
 P

rio
rity 

R
efo

rm
 2

: B
u

ild
in

g th
e C

o
m

m
u

n
ity C

o
n

tro
lled

 secto
r. Th

is in
clu

d
es C

lau
se 5

5
 to

 in
crease th

e 

p
ro

p
o

rtio
n

 o
f services d

elivered
 b

y A
C

C
O

s, co
m

m
en

su
rate w

ith
 th

e n
eed

s o
f th

e A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 

To
rres Strait Islan

d
er co

m
m

u
n

ity.  

Th
e 20

25
-26

 A
C

T B
u

d
get fu

rth
er d

em
o

n
strates th

e go
vern

m
en

t’s co
m

m
itm

en
t to

 gro
w

in
g a stro

n
g 

an
d

 su
stain

ab
le D

FSV
 A

C
C

O
 secto

r. Sign
ifican

t fu
n

d
in

g o
ver 3

 years fro
m

 2
0

2
6

-27
 h

as b
een

 allo
cated

 

to
 co

n
tin

u
e in

ve
stm

en
t in

 4
 D

FSV
 p

ro
gram

s d
elivered

 b
y A

C
C

O
s, as p

art o
f im

p
lem

en
tin

g Th
e Lo

n
g

 

Ya
rn

 rep
o

rt reco
m

m
en

d
atio

n
s. Th

is in
vestm

en
t in

clu
d

es a $
5

.8
0

9
 m

illio
n

 co
n

trib
u

tio
n

 fro
m

 th
e Safer 

Fam
ilies Levy. Th

e in
itiative b

rin
gs th

e A
C

T G
o

vern
m

en
t’s to

tal in
vestm

en
t in

 A
C

C
O

s an
d

 A
b

o
rigin

al-

led
 o

rgan
isatio

n
s fo

r D
FSV

 resp
o

n
ses to

 alm
o

st $
11

 m
illio

n
 b

etw
e

en
 20

2
3

-20
2

9
. 

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t re
co

gn
ises lo

n
ger-te

rm
 fu

n
d

in
g arran

gem
en

ts are essen
tial fo

r th
e co

n
tin

u
ity o

f 

services p
ro

vid
ed

 b
y A

C
C

O
s an

d
 is co

m
m

itted
 to

 p
ro

vid
in

g fu
n

d
in

g certain
ty o

n
go

in
g.  

R
e

co
m

m
e

n
d

atio
n

 8
: D

evelo
p

 a cu
ltu

rally 

safe an
d

 co
o

rd
in

ate
d

 ap
p

ro
ach

 to
 

su
p

p
o

rtin
g ch

ild
ren

 an
d

 yo
u

n
g p

eo
p

le 

affecte
d

 b
y fam

ily vio
len

ce th
at 

reco
gn

ise th
e im

p
o

rtan
ce o

f e
d

u
catio

n
 

an
d

 o
f fam

ily; an
d

 w
h

ich
 o

ffers p
ractical, 

su
stain

ab
le an

d
 n

o
n

p
u

n
itive su

p
p

o
rt to

 

th
e p

aren
t w

h
o

 is also
 a victim

 o
f fam

ily 

A
gree 

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t re
co

gn
ises ch

ild
ren

 are victim
-su

rvivo
rs in

 th
eir o

w
n

 righ
t an

d
 req

u
ire d

ed
icated

 

su
p

p
o

rts.  

Th
e O

u
r B

o
o

ris O
u

r W
a

y R
eview

 an
d

 N
ext Step

s fo
r O

ur K
id

s 20
2

2
-20

3
0

 strate
gy aim

 to
 im

p
ro

ve 

su
p

p
o

rts an
d

 system
 re

sp
o

n
siven

ess fo
r A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 To

rres Strait Islan
d

er ch
ild

ren
, yo

u
n

g p
eo

p
le 

an
d

 fam
ilies th

ro
u

gh
 a b

ro
ad

er fo
cu

s o
n

 e
arly su

p
p

o
rts th

at are cu
ltu

rally safe, in
te

grate service 

d
elivery an

d
 lead

 w
ith

 self-d
eterm

in
atio

n
 as a co

re p
rin

cip
le. 

N
ext Step

s fo
r O

u
r K

ids articu
late

s a clear refo
rm

 agen
d

a to
 im

p
ro

ve th
e lives o

f ch
ild

ren
 an

d
 yo

u
n

g 

p
eo

p
le. U

n
d

er th
e re

fo
rm

, th
e C

h
ild

ren
, Yo

u
n

g P
eo

p
le an

d
 Fam

ilies P
referred

 P
ro

vid
ers gro

u
p

 h
as 

b
ee

n
 create

d
. Th

is gro
u

p
 in

clu
d

es an
 A

C
C

O
 th

at d
elivers an

 ‘Em
p

o
w

e
rin

g Fam
ilies’ se

rvice, u
n

d
er th

e 
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C
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o
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m
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t R
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o
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3
 

vio
len

ce to
 su

p
p

o
rt ch

ild
ren

 to
 rem

ain
 

livin
g w

ith
 th

eir p
aren

t/fam
ily. 

Su
stain

in
g Fam

ilies service b
an

n
er. Th

is service fo
cu

ses o
n

 su
p

p
o

rtin
g A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 To

rress Strait 

Islan
d

er ch
ild

ren
, yo

u
n

g p
eo

p
le an

d
 th

eir fam
ilies in

vo
lve

d
 w

ith
, o

r at risk o
f b

eco
m

in
g in

vo
lved

 w
ith

 

th
e care an

d
 p

ro
te

ctio
n

 syste
m

. 

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t C
h

ild
ren

, Yo
u

th
 an

d
 Fam

ilies p
ro

gram
s are co

m
m

itte
d

 to
 th

e Safe an
d

 To
geth

er 

M
o

d
el, th

e in
tern

atio
n

ally reco
gn

ised
 Fam

ily an
d

 D
o

m
estic V

io
len

ce fram
ew

o
rk fo

r u
se in

 th
e ch

ild
 

p
ro

te
ctio

n
 secto

r. A
lth

o
u

gh
 d

evelo
p

ed
 in

 th
e U

S, th
e m

o
d

el reco
gn

ises th
e cu

ltu
ral kn

o
w

led
ge h

eld
 

b
y w

o
m

en
 as victim

-su
rvivo

rs an
d

 also
 w

o
m

en
 w

ith
in

 fam
ilies. Th

e m
o

d
el su

p
p

o
rts p

artn
erin

g w
ith

 

th
e victim

-su
rvivo

r an
d

 n
o

n
-o

ffen
d

in
g fam

ily m
em

b
ers; reco

gn
isin

g th
e safety th

at can
 b

e ach
ieved

 

w
ith

in
 a fam

ily. Th
e m

o
d

el also
 p

ro
vid

es a tem
p

late fo
r h

o
w

 to
 talk to

 m
en

 w
h

o
 u

se
 vio

len
ce an

d
 to

 

th
at e

n
d

, stro
n

gly em
p

h
asises fath

er in
clu

sive p
ractice. 

R
e

co
m

m
e

n
d

atio
n

 9
: P

ro
vid

e cu
ltu

rally 

safe ad
vo

cacy, assistan
ce an

d
 su

p
p

o
rt to

 

A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait Islan

d
er m

en
 

an
d

 w
o

m
en

 fro
m

 th
e tim

e th
ey rep

o
rt to

 

p
o

lice th
ro

u
gh

 th
e p

ro
secu

tio
n

 an
d

 co
u

rt 

p
ro

cess an
d

 lin
ke

d
 to

 victim
 su

p
p

o
rt 

m
easu

res aim
ed

 at secu
rin

g th
eir 

p
erso

n
al, fin

an
cial an

d
 so

cial stab
ility 

an
d

 se
cu

rity. 

A
gree 

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t is co
m

m
itte

d
 to

 p
ro

vid
in

g cu
ltu

rally-safe ad
vo

cacy, assistan
ce an

d
 su

p
p

o
rt to

 

A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait Islan

d
er m

en
, w

o
m

e
n

 an
d

 ch
ild

ren
 in

 th
eir in

teractio
n

s w
ith

 th
e ju

stice 

system
, n

o
tin

g ch
ild

ren
 can

 b
e victim

s o
f crim

e irresp
ective o

f th
eir p

aren
t’s statu

s as victim
s o

f 

crim
e

. It reco
gn

ises th
at in

itiatives are in
 p

lace to
 fu

lfil th
is co

m
m

itm
en

t, h
o

w
ever m

o
re w

o
rk is 

n
ee

d
ed

 to
 d

eliver th
e system

-w
id

e ch
an

ge th
e reco

m
m

en
d

atio
n

 is seekin
g.  

A
C

T P
o

licin
g’s First N

atio
n

s Liaiso
n

 O
fficer cap

ab
ility rem

ain
s a key elem

en
t o

f th
e C

o
m

m
u

n
ity 

En
gagem

en
t Team

, su
p

p
o

rtin
g b

o
th

 th
e A

C
T P

o
licin

g w
o

rkfo
rce an

d
 th

e First N
atio

n
s co

m
m

u
n

ity 

aro
u

n
d

 e
n

gagem
en

t an
d

 referral p
ath

w
ays fo

r th
e p

ro
visio

n
 o

f su
p

p
o

rt services.  

V
ictim

 Su
p

p
o

rt A
C

T en
gages fo

u
r A

b
o

rigin
al staff to

 p
ro

vid
e cu

ltu
rally safe an

d
 ap

p
ro

p
riate

 ad
vo

cacy, 

su
p

p
o

rt an
d

 assistan
ce to

 A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait Islan

d
er victim

s o
f crim

e an
d

/o
r th

eir ch
ild

ren
. 

Th
is in

clu
d

es an
 o

u
treach

 p
ro

gram
 w

h
ere staff regu

larly atten
d

 A
b

o
rigin

al co
n

tro
lled

 co
m

m
u

n
ity 

agen
cies as w

ell as m
eetin

g w
ith

 clien
ts in

 co
m

m
u

n
ity an

d
 at th

e A
lexan

d
er M

aco
n

o
ch

ie C
en

tre. Th
e 

Fam
ily V

io
len

ce Safety A
ctio

n
 P

ro
gram

 h
as a d

esign
ated

 p
o

sitio
n

 to
 p

ro
vid

e su
p

p
o

rt to
 A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 

To
rres Strait Islan

d
er clien

ts, as w
e

ll as p
layin

g an
 ad

viso
ry ro

le to
 th

e P
ro

gram
 an

d
 o

th
er staff in

 th
e 

P
ro

gram
 to

 e
n

su
re a cu

ltu
rally ap

p
ro

p
riate an

d
 safe resp

o
n

se. Th
e Sexu

al V
io

len
ce R

esp
o

n
se team

 

also
 h

as a d
esign

ated
 First N

atio
n

s Sen
io

r A
d

vo
cate

. Services p
ro

vid
ed

 b
y all p

o
sitio

n
s can

 in
clu

d
e 
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o
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m
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t R
esp

o
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se 
1

4
 

case co
o

rd
in

atio
n

, su
p

p
o

rt an
d

 ad
vo

cacy w
ith

 p
o

lice, th
e

 O
ffice o

f th
e D

irecto
r o

f P
u

b
lic P

ro
secu

tio
n

s 

an
d

 at C
o

u
rt, assistan

ce to
 acce

ss th
e V

ictim
s o

f C
rim

e Fin
an

cial A
ssistan

ce Sch
em

e, assistan
ce to

 

o
b

tain
 co

u
n

sellin
g an

d
 o

th
er th

erap
eu

tic services an
d

 o
th

er su
p

p
o

rts n
eed

ed
 o

n
 a case

-b
y-case b

asis. 

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t co
m

m
itted

 fu
n

d
in

g in
 th

e 2
02

5
-2

6
 B

u
d

get fo
r a 2

-year p
ilo

t p
ro

gram
 to

 

estab
lish

 a n
ew

 ro
le fo

r Sexu
al A

ssau
lt A

d
vo

cate
s w

ith
in

 V
ictim

 Su
p

p
o

rt A
C

T an
d

 co
-lo

cated
 w

ith
 A

C
T 

P
o

licin
g’s Sexu

al A
ssau

lt an
d

 C
h

ild
 A

b
u

se Te
am

s. Th
ese Sexu

al A
ssau

lt A
d

vo
cate

s w
ill fill a cru

cial gap
 

in
 e

m
p

o
w

erin
g victim

-su
rvivo

rs o
f se

xu
al assau

lt, in
clu

d
in

g A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait Islan

d
er m

en
 

an
d

 w
o

m
en

, an
d

 p
ro

vid
in

g critical in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ab

o
u

t th
eir righ

ts, ad
vo

cacy to
 u

p
h

o
ld

 th
o

se righ
ts an

d
 

referrals to
 ap

p
ro

p
riate su

p
p

o
rt services. Th

e p
ro

gram
 w

ill co
n

su
lt an

d
 exp

lo
re p

artn
ersh

ip
 

o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ities w
ith

 A
C

C
O

s, co
m

m
u

n
ity services an

d
 agen

cies to
 su

p
p

o
rt a co

llab
o

rative ap
p

ro
ach

 to
 

d
evelo

p
in

g a trau
m

a in
fo

rm
ed

 m
u

lti-d
iscip

lin
ary resp

o
n

se to
 b

etter su
p

p
o

rt A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

/o
r To

rres 

Strait Islan
d

er p
eo

p
le. 

R
e

co
m

m
e

n
d

atio
n

 1
0

: Id
en

tify an
d

 

im
p

lem
en

t a ran
ge o

f h
ealin

g, 

su
p

p
o

rtive, ad
vo

cacy an
d

 o
th

er 

in
te

rven
tio

n
s fo

cu
sed

 o
n

 ad
d

ressin
g th

e 

trau
m

a an
d

 h
arm

 fro
m

 fam
ily vio

len
ce 

fo
r b

o
th

 victim
s an

d
 p

erp
etrato

rs.   

A
gree 

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t re
co

gn
ises th

at h
ealin

g is a vital p
reven

tio
n

 strategy to
 su

p
p

o
rt red

u
cin

g 

vio
len

ce an
d

 fo
sterin

g stro
n

g, resilien
t A

b
o

rigin
al an

d
 To

rres Strait Islan
d

er fam
ilies.  

M
an

y o
f th

e A
C

C
O

-ru
n

 p
ro

gram
s rece

ivin
g ad

d
itio

n
al fu

n
d

in
g in

 th
e 2

02
5

-2
6 A

C
T B

u
d

get in
clu

d
e 

h
ealin

g-fo
cu

sed
 activities.  

Sep
arately, fu

n
d

in
g h

as b
een

 p
ro

vid
ed

 to
 Yed

d
u

n
g M

u
ra to

 trial a cu
ltu

rally ap
p

ro
p

riate versio
n

 o
f 

th
e C

arin
g D

ad
s p

ro
gram

, an
 e

vid
en

ce
-b

ased
 b

eh
avio

u
r ch

an
ge p

ro
gram

 ru
n

 o
ver 1

7
 w

eeks th
ro

u
gh

 

gro
u

p
 b

ased
-in

te
rven

tio
n

 co
m

m
en

cin
g in

 2
0

25
. 

V
ictim

 Su
p

p
o

rt A
C

T o
ffers all victim

s o
f crim

e access to
 th

erap
eu

tic services, in
clu

d
in

g co
u

n
sellin

g to
 

ad
d

ress th
e trau

m
a an

d
 h

arm
 fro

m
 fam

ily vio
len

ce, w
ith

 acce
ss to

 A
b

o
rigin

al an
d

 To
rres Strait 

Islan
d

er co
u

n
sello

rs an
d

 su
p

p
o

rts. 

R
e

co
m

m
e

n
d

atio
n

 1
1

: Train
in

g an
d

 o
th

er 

in
itiative

s w
h

eth
er in

 th
e co

m
m

u
n

ity o
r 

ju
stice

 secto
rs aim

ed
 at su

p
p

o
rtin

g 

victim
s o

f fam
ily vio

len
ce to

 access 

A
gree 

Th
e A

C
T G

o
vern

m
en

t is co
m

m
itte

d
 to

 em
b

ed
d

in
g cu

ltu
ral co

m
p

ete
n

cy acro
ss secto

rs su
p

p
o

rtin
g 

victim
-su

rvivo
rs o

f d
o

m
estic, fam

ily an
d

 sexu
al vio

len
ce in

 th
e A

C
T.  
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o
vern

m
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t R
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