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MS ORR: You picked up, I think you mentioned in the viability of service lines on Commonwealth 
Bridge. Did you want to elaborate on that?  
 
Mr Steel: Well, we have been in discussion with the NCA for some time about their bridge 
strengthening work which is due to get underway in the next few years and the relationship and 
interface with the light rail project. Light rail will be built in an inset bridge within the existing two 
bridges, in between the existing two spans of Commonwealth Avenue Bridge.  
 
Of course, that provides a dedicated corridor for light, which actually enables us to deliver increased 
capacity for the overall transport network, and we actually have some specific figures around that, if 
the team have them on hand. 
 
Mr Doctor: Not to hand, minister. 
 
Ms Geraghty: Happy to take it on notice. 
 
Mr Steel: It is thousands of more movements an hour—we can provide the specific numbers—than 
if you had a bus running on Commonwealth Avenue, and of course, if there was a busway, that would 
limit traffic movement across that corridor, which is the major bottleneck to get into the city from 
the south side. You cannot get over Lake Burley Griffin any other way directly through the middle of 
the city other than going on Commonwealth Avenue Bridge, and so we have always been focused on 
delivering extra transport capacity. A busway, of course, would remove capacity on that network, 
potentially, compared to light rail. 
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Mr Chris Steel MLA:  The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:   
 
Light rail vehicles are configured to carry a maximum of 207 passengers with peak light rail services 
operating at five-minute intervals. An inset bridge, across the existing bridge spans, dedicated to 
light rail creates a new prioritised corridor providing overall capacity of up to approximately 2,400 
people per hour in each direction (and nearly 5,000 total) across the Commonwealth Avenue 
Bridge.  
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