
Appendix E: Additional comments by Ms Jo 

Clay MLA (Chair)

Set city limits and upzone for the missing middle 

1.1. Recommendation 12 is that the ACT Government should consider amending the Territory 

Plan to allow more zoning changes than are currently permitted. Evidence presented to the 

Committee suggests that the existing RZl changes are likely to have a limited impact on 

meeting the housing targets for the expected population growth. This four-year Planning 

Review represents a missed opportunity. 

1.2. Smart density represents good planning and ensures we do not sprawl endlessly. Sprawl 

provides poor outcomes for people. It leaves them stuck with long commutes, far away 

from the services they need. It is expensive for Government to build new suburbs and 

provide the roads, power and water to service them. It destroys more and more habitat for 

our wildlife. It increases our risks of bushfire for people, property and the environment. 

The 2011 Report of the Independent Review of the National Capital Authority, "Canberra A 

Capital Place" recognised that Canberra's geographic area is "broadly equivalent to the 

area of Sydney bounded by the coast to the East, Hornsby to the North, Cronulla to the 

South, and Strathfield to the West..." and " ... the spread of Canberra is comparable with 

Greater London which has a population of more than seven million." It is time for Canberra 

to set firm city limits. This is what mature cities do. 

1.3. We need to set city limits and then we need to upzone to ensure our existing suburban 

areas can provide the ACT with the density we need to provide homes for our people. We 

need to do this in a climate and environmentally-sensible way. ACT Government is 

committed to transit-oriented development. Organisations from the IPCC to smart city 

planners all over the world are telling us we need to do it. Transport represents over 60% 

of the ACT's tracked climate emissions. We are in an extinction crisis. We are facing 

increasing threats from the bushfires that accompanies climate change. Endless sprawl on 

our outskirts will only make these issues worse. High-quality density with ample green 

spaces is the only sensible way forward. 

1.4. Expanding on Recommendation 12, we need further changes in our RZl areas. We should 

upzone RZl to the RZ2 standard and we should make further zoning changes in RZ2, RZ3 

and RZ4. In particular, corner blocks and transit corridors will offer good development 

opportunities. We should allow consolidation of existing blocks to provide two to four

storey town houses, terraces and low-rise apartments with shared green spaces in and 

around them. We should develop further in RZ2 zones due to their proximity to shops, 

public transport and other community facilities. We must do all this while retaining green 

infrastructure to keep us cool in a changing climate, and making sure we get the right 

homes in the right place. That is what this Planning Review should have delivered. 












