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Inquiry into EV Vehicle Adoption in the ACT 

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before the Legislative Assembly Committee. 

I wish to make the following supplementary statement to assist the Committee in its deliberations 

and to ensure that some points are not missed in the short time allowed for my appearance. 

Further to my original submission, I would like to emphasise the need for an early investment in 

standards and approaches to provide for equality of opportunity for people with a disability to 

participate fully in the transition to electric vehicles in Australia, and the ACT in particular. 

As I mentioned in my original submission, motor vehicles and access to them by people with a 

disability, has meant a great deal in terms of independence and the ability of such people to 

participate fully in community life including work, sport, leisure and social activities. Being able to 

drive has meant independence for me all my life, and the ability to get to work and participate in all 

that society has to offer. It would be a tremendous shame if the switch to a much needed new 

technology that is essential to save the planet, is to lead to reduced mobility and access for people 

such as myself. 

Now is the time to build a fully accessible EV charging infrastructure that enhances the opportunities 

for people with a disability, not hinders it. Retrofitting is always much more expensive, and now, 

while the infrastructure is still in its early stage, is the time to insist on planning laws that ensure that 

what is built from now on meets the needs of all people1, not just those temporarily able-bodied2. 

This should apply to all charging infrastructure, not just public high-speed chargers. When charging 

systems are installed in multi-tenancy properties, or in car parks, they should also be designed to 

cater to those with a disability in terms of access to the equipment. Sticking a charger high on a wall 

where a person in a wheelchair cannot reach it will not be sufficient. But this needs to be mandated 

in the building code, as is the requirement to provide charging facilities in such buildings. 

Where new forms of charging are provided, such as those located on power poles, the design needs 

to ensure that a person in a wheelchair can still get access to the equipment, such as by kerb cuts. 

It is a big task, but we are not starting from scratch. Both the UK and the US have preliminary codes 

in place relating to accessible charging infrastructure. These would need to be adapted for Australian 

conditions, but it is a task that must be done, and soon, if we are not to be faced with a system that 

by design discriminates against people with a disability. If it’s suitable for us, then it will, by design, 

be suitable for all. 

The documents to which I refer are the UK’s Publicly Available Specification (PAS) 1899:2022 Electric 

Vehicles - Accessible charging – Specification; and the US Access Board’s Design Recommendations 

for Accessible Electric Vehicle Charging Stations, both of which I have forwarded with this statement. 

I note that the ACT Government recently showed national leadership on housing accessibility 

standards and the building code, and I would sincerely hope that they would do the same on EV 

 
1 The UK PAS 1899:2022 Electric Vehicles - Accessible charging – Specification states, at page V, that: ”Accessibility” is considered in 

relation to users, drivers and passengers, and others nearby, and in relation to disabled people, people of other protected characteristic 
groups, and including, older people and those with children, thereby making chargepoints inclusively designed for a general population as 
well as for disabled drivers. 
2 Most people are only temporarily ‘able-bodied’ as they never know when an accident, or illness (or indeed old age) will lead to a loss of 
mobility. 
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charging accessibility. As the ACT has the highest uptake of EVs we are perfectly positioned to take 

national leadership on this issue, and I urge the government to do so. 

The other key thing I wanted to cover was in relation to driver training. I made some preliminary 

inquiries via Facebook EV owner groups about the availability of driver training schools in the ACT 

using EVs. I understand there is one in Brisbane3 and another in Geelong4 but apparently nothing is 

available in the ACT. So, there will be an issue for the general public if driver training is not available 

with EVs5 6, but more so for the disabled driver. As I mentioned in my original submission, I was 

taught to drive on a vehicle with hand controls by a trainer who was himself a disabled driver. There 

is much more to driving for disabled drivers than just knowing the road rules and operating the 

controls, although that in itself is a significant task when new developments such as regenerative 

braking are involved. There is also how to get in and out of a car with your wheelchair, how to 

ensure the car is safe for others to drive etc.7  

I had to relearn how to drive when I got my EV as regenerative braking requires a significantly 

different approach from that I had used in my previous driving career. I recommend that the ACT 

Government investigate how it might encourage the provision of driver training on EVs and also how 

it might encourage driver training for people with a disability (though it is acknowledged that there 

are a wide range of physical disabilities that require a wide range of hand control adaptations. In the 

past, “push/pat” controls were most common, and often available on rental vehicles. With EVs more 

highly sophisticated computer-controlled accelerators may be required. I don’t think this issue will 

be an easy fix, but if we are not thinking about it, it will never be sorted.) 

In conclusion, I reiterate my earlier comments that we need more EV charging infrastructure in the 

ACT, and indeed across the country, but that all the infrastructure needs to be accessible for people 

with a disability, or at least some charge points at every location need to be so (similar to how 

disabled car parks are required in general car parking areas). I look on this as an opportunity for the 

ACT to again assume a national leadership role as it has done in the recent past with housing 

accessibility. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to appear before you. 

Yours sincerely 

John Smith 

 

 
3 Alset Learn 2 Drive - https://alsetl2d.com.au/About  
4 Bright Spark eco driver education - https://bspark.com.au/  
5 “Survey Says — Drivers In Training Should Learn On An Electric Vehicle”, CleanTechnica, https://cleantechnica.com/2022/10/17/survey-

says-drivers-in-training-should-learn-on-an-electric-vehicle/  
6 Cheyanne Enciso (2022), “Calls to increase driver education as Australia’s electric vehicle sales spike,” The West Australian, Sun, 17 April 
2022. https://thewest.com.au/business/automotive/calls-to-increase-driver-education-as-australias-electric-vehicle-sales-spike-c-6410807  
7 I have an isolation switch that turns off access to the hand controls when I am not driving. I have a ritual of turning it off whenever I 

alight from the vehicle, even if I am intending to drive it again later, as if someone else was to drive it with the hand controls active it could 
be dangerous were they to unwittingly bump the hand accelerator. 

https://alsetl2d.com.au/About
https://bspark.com.au/
https://cleantechnica.com/2022/10/17/survey-says-drivers-in-training-should-learn-on-an-electric-vehicle/
https://cleantechnica.com/2022/10/17/survey-says-drivers-in-training-should-learn-on-an-electric-vehicle/
https://thewest.com.au/business/automotive/calls-to-increase-driver-education-as-australias-electric-vehicle-sales-spike-c-6410807



