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Background 
On 2 April 2020 the COVID-19 Emergency Response Bill 2020 was passed in the 

Legislative Assembly. The COVID-19 Emergency Response Act 2020 (the Act) was 

notified on 7 April 2020 and effective on 8 April 2020.  

The Act states that for each month that a COVID-19 declaration is in force, the 

responsible Minister for a COVID-19 measure must prepare a report for the 

Legislative Assembly on the application of the measure. 

Report No.1 
Report No.1 contains reporting on the measures contained in the COVID-19 

Emergency Response Act 2020 as passed in the Legislative Assembly on 2 April 

2020. The measures are reflected in amendments to the following:  

• Children and Young People Act 2008

• Corrections Management Act 2007

• Crimes (Sentence Administration) Act 200

• Crimes (Sentencing) Act 2005

• Evidence (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1991

• Family Violence Act 2016

• Financial Management Act 1996

• Firearms Act 1996

• Gaming Machine Act 2004

• Gaming Machine Regulation 2004

• Leases (Commercial and Retail) Act 2001

• Long Service Leave Act 1976

• Long Service Leave (Portable Schemes) Act 2009

• Medicines, Poisons and Therapeutic Goods Regulation 2008 39

• Official Visitor Act 2012

• Personal Violence Act 2016

• Prohibited Weapons Act 1996

• Residential Tenancies Act 1997

• Supreme Court Act 1933

• Working with Vulnerable People (Background Checking) Act 2011



Subsequent Reports 
Further measures to the COVID-19 Emergency Response Act 2020 as passed by 

the Legislative Assembly will be incorporated and reported on in subsequent reports. 
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Reporting period: 8 - 30 April 2020 

Portfolio: Corrections and Justice Health 

Legislation: Corrections Management Act 2007 

Amendments:  

[1.15] New section 26 (2A) 

insert 

 (2A) However, if the emergency relates to a COVID-19 emergency, the director-general 
may declare that an emergency exists in relation to the correctional centre for a 
period of not more than the duration of the COVID-19 emergency. 

[1.16] New section 26 (3A) to (3D) 

insert 

 (3A) If 1 or more declarations under subsection (2A) are in force for a consecutive 
period of 28 days or more, the director-general must— 

 (a) at least every 28 days, conduct a review of whether there are reasonable 
grounds for continuing the declaration; and 

 (b) as soon as practicable after a review, advise the Minister in writing about any 
measures taken in response to the emergency under the declaration. 

 (3B) The first annual report prepared by the director-general under the Annual Reports 
(Government Agencies) Act 2004 after an emergency declaration ends must 
include information about the measures taken in response to the emergency while 
the declaration was in force. 

 (3C) A failure by the director-general to comply with subsection (3A) or (3B) does not 
affect the validity of the declaration. 

 (3D) A declaration made under subsection (2A) must be revoked if the director-general 
no longer believes there are reasonable grounds for the declaration.  

[1.17] New section 26 (6) and (7) 

insert 

 (6) In this section: 

COVID-19 emergency means— 

 (a) a state of emergency declared under the Emergencies Act 2004, section 156 
because of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19); or 

 (b) an emergency declared under the Public Health Act 1997, section 119 
(including any extension or further extension) because of the coronavirus 
disease 2019 (COVID-19). 



 (7) The following provisions expire 12 months after the day this subsection 
commences: 

 (a) this subsection; 

 (b) subsection (2A); 

 (c) subsections (3A) to (3D); 

 (d) subsection (6). 

Measure: Amend s26 to allow the DG to declare that an emergency exists in relation to 
the correctional centre for a period associated with a COVID-19 Public Health Emergency 
Declaration. 

Purpose of measure: 

• To ensure that the Commissioner, ACT Corrective Services (ACTCS), has the power to 
declare an emergency at the Alexander Maconochie Centre where required in order 
to enable appropriate responses to be enacted within an extended timeframe to 
manage the risks associated with COVID-19. 

• This power has not be utilised during the reporting period and no declaration has 
been made under this amendment to date. 

 

Alignment of measure  

• ACT only initiative – not yet utilised. 

 

Promotional and public awareness campaigns undertaken 

• N/A – amendment not yet utilised. 

 

Stakeholder engagement undertaken 

• The Commissioner, ACTCS, is providing weekly notices to update staff, detainees and 
oversight bodies on the situation and the measures taken in response to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of staff, detainees and offenders. 

• The weekly update to oversight bodies is provided to: 

o ACTCOSS 

o Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elected Body 

o Legal Aid ACT 

o ACT Ombudsman 

o Aboriginal Legal Services NSW/ACT 
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o Human Rights Commission 

o Corrections Official Visitors 

o Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health and Community Services 

o Inspector of Correctional Services 

o Prisoner Aid ACT 

o Women’s Centre for Health Matters. 

 

Cost of the measure 

• N/A – amendment not yet utilised. 
 

2020-21  2021-22  2022-23  2023-24 
 

$'000  $'000  $'000   $'000  

Net Operating Impact  -  -  -      -  
 

 

Where measurable, provide details on the monthly and culmulative impact 

• To date this amendment has not been utilised. 

Attached relevant documents including legislative instruments, public facing docuents and 
stakeholder submissions? (yes/no) 
 

 

 

Approved for tabling in the ACT Legislative Assembly 

 

___________________________________________ 

Shane Rattenbury MLA 
Minister for Corrections and Justice Health 

Date:       /       /        
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Reporting period: 8 - 30 April 2020 

Portfolio: Corrections and Justice Health 

Legislation: Corrections Management Act 2007 

Amendments:  

[1.18] New section 205 (2A) 

insert 

 (2A) Despite subsection (2) (b), while this provision is in force, the permit must include 
the period for which leave is granted, being— 

 (a) not longer than 28 days; or 

 (b) if the permit is granted for the purpose of receiving long-term medical 
treatment or palliative care and on the advice of a doctor appointed under 
section 21—not longer than 3 months. 

[1.19] New section 205 (4) and (5) 

insert 

 (4) The director-general may cancel a detainee’s local leave permit if— 

 (a) the detainee breaches a condition of the permit; or 

 (b) the leave is no longer needed for the purpose for which the permit was 
granted. 

 (5) The following provisions expire 12 months after the day this subsection 
commences: 

 (a) this subsection; 

 (b) subsection (2A); 

 (c) subsection (4). 

Measure: Amend s205 to extend leave permit to 28 days. A permit may be cancelled for 
breach of a condition or if no longer required. 

Purpose of measure: 

• To support the operations of ACT Corrective Services (ACTCS) in responding to, or 
managing, the risks associated with COVID-19 in a correctional centre, particularly in 
the event of a positive test result for one or more detainees. 

• Extending the duration of a leave permit under the Corrections Management Act 
2007 in these circumstances from seven days provides a reasonable duration for 
leave that would allow a response to a positive case of COVID-19.  



 

Alignment of measure  

• ACT only initiative 

 

Promotional and public awareness campaigns undertaken 

• The Corrections Management (COVID-19 Temporary Leave) Operating Procedure 
2020 has been notified and is available at: 
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/ni/2020-256/  

 

Stakeholder engagement undertaken 

• The Commissioner, ACTCS, is providing weekly notices to update staff, detainees and 
oversight bodies on the situation and the measures taken in response to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of staff, detainees and offenders. 

• The weekly update to oversight bodies is provided to: 

o ACTCOSS 

o Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elected Body 

o Legal Aid ACT 

o ACT Ombudsman 

o Aboriginal Legal Services NSW/ACT 

o Human Rights Commission 

o Corrections Official Visitors 

o Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health and Community Services 

o Inspector of Correctional Services 

o Prisoner Aid ACT 

o Women’s Centre for Health Matters. 

Cost of the measure 

• N/A – amendment not yet utilised. 
 

2020-21  2021-22  2022-23  2023-24 
 

$'000  $'000  $'000   $'000  

Net Operating Impact  -  -  -      -  
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Where measurable, provide details on the monthly and culmulative impact 

• To date this amendment has not been utilised. 

Attached relevant documents including legislative instruments, public facing docuents and 
stakeholder submissions? (yes/no) 
 

 

 

Approved for tabling in the ACT Legislative Assembly 

 

___________________________________________ 

Shane Rattenbury MLA 
Minister for Corrections and Justice Health 

Date:       /       /        
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Reporting period: 8 - 30 April 2020 

Portfolio: Corrections and Justice Health 

Legislation: Corrections Management Act 2007 

Amendments:  

[1.18] New section 205 (2A) 

insert 

 (2A) Despite subsection (2) (b), while this provision is in force, the permit must include 
the period for which leave is granted, being— 

 (a) not longer than 28 days; or 

 (b) if the permit is granted for the purpose of receiving long-term medical 
treatment or palliative care and on the advice of a doctor appointed under 
section 21—not longer than 3 months. 

[1.19] New section 205 (4) and (5) 

insert 

 (4) The director-general may cancel a detainee’s local leave permit if— 

 (a) the detainee breaches a condition of the permit; or 

 (b) the leave is no longer needed for the purpose for which the permit was 
granted. 

 (5) The following provisions expire 12 months after the day this subsection 
commences: 

 (a) this subsection; 

 (b) subsection (2A); 

 (c) subsection (4). 

Measure: Amend s205 to permit up to 3 monthsleave for medical/palliative care on the 
advice of a doctor appointment under s21 of the CM Act. A permit may be cancleed for 
breach of a condition or if no longer required. 

Purpose of measure: 

• To support the operations of ACT Corrective Services (ACTCS) in responding to, or 
managing, the risks associated with COVID-19 in a correctional centre, particularly in 
the event of a positive test result for one or more detainees. 

• Extending the duration of a leave permit under the Corrections Management Act 
2007 in these circumstances from seven days provides a reasonable duration for 
leave that would allow a response to a positive case of COVID-19.  



 

Alignment of measure  

• ACT only initiative 

 

Promotional and public awareness campaigns undertaken 

• The Corrections Management (COVID-19 Temporary Leave) Operating Procedure 
2020 has been notified and is available at: 
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/ni/2020-256/  

 

Stakeholder engagement undertaken 

• The Commissioner, ACTCS, is providing weekly notices to update staff, detainees and 
oversight bodies on the situation and the measures taken in response to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of staff, detainees and offenders. 

• The weekly update to oversight bodies is provided to: 

o ACTCOSS 

o Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elected Body 

o Legal Aid ACT 

o ACT Ombudsman 

o Aboriginal Legal Services NSW/ACT 

o Human Rights Commission 

o Corrections Official Visitors 

o Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health and Community Services 

o Inspector of Correctional Services 

o Prisoner Aid ACT 

o Women’s Centre for Health Matters. 

 

Cost of the measure 

• N/A – amendment not yet utilised. 
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2020-21  2021-22  2022-23  2023-24 
 

$'000  $'000  $'000   $'000  

Net Operating Impact  -  -  -      -  
 

 

Where measurable, provide details on the monthly and culmulative impact 

• To date this amendment has not been utilised. 

Attached relevant documents including legislative instruments, public facing docuents and 
stakeholder submissions? (yes/no) 
 

 

 

Approved for tabling in the ACT Legislative Assembly 

 

___________________________________________ 

Shane Rattenbury MLA 
Minister for Corrections and Justice Health  

Date:       /       /        
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Reporting period: 8 - 30 April 2020 

Portfolio: Corrections and Justice Health 

Legislation: Crimes (Sentence Administration) Act 2005 

Amendments: 

[1.23] New section 126 (2A) and (2B) 

insert 

 (2A) Despite subsection (2) (b), for an inquiry conducted during a COVID-19 emergency, 
the board may refuse to make a parole order for an offender if the board is 
satisfied that the application has no reasonable prospects of success. 

 (2B) If the board refuses to make a parole order under subsection (2A), the board 
must— 

 (a) give the offender written notice of the decision, including reasons for the 
decision; and 

 (b) if requested by the offender at least 14 days after the offender is given notice 
under paragraph (a)— 

 (i) set a time for a hearing by the board about the offender’s parole; and 

 (ii) give notice under section 127 of the hearing. 

[1.24] New section 127 (2A) 

insert 

 (2A) Despite subsection (2) (c), for a hearing held in whole or in part during a COVID-
19 emergency, the board may give an offender less than 7 days to tell the board a 
thing mentioned in that subsection if the board— 

 (a) considers it is in the public interest to do so; and 

 (b) is satisfied the offender understands the effect of shortening the notice 
period under this section. 

Measure: Parole - amendments to allow the SAB to refuse a parole order without a full 
hearing (s126) and to permit shorter notice period during public health emergency (s127) 

Purpose of measure: 

• Business continuity and workload management by the Sentence 
Administration Board during the emergency by allowing parole applications without 
merit to be rejected on the papers at the first step, ie the inquiry step. 

 

 



Alignment of measure  

• ACT only initiative 

 

Promotional and public awareness campaigns undertaken 

NIL 

 

Stakeholder engagement undertaken 

• ACT Corrective Services is aware of this emergency option.  

• The measure is a publicly available legislative amendment and can be found on the 
relevant government websites. It is accessible there by legal practitioners, advocates 
and persons subject to Orders. 

 

Cost of the measure 

NIL 
 

2020-21  2021-22  2022-23  2023-24 
 

$'000  $'000  $'000   $'000  

Net Operating Impact  -  -  -      -  
 

 

Where measurable, provide details on the monthly and culmulative impact 

• The measure has not been used by the Sentence Administration Board to date. 

Attached relevant documentsincluding legislative instruments, public facing docuents and 
stakeholder submissions? (yes/no) 
 

Approved for tabling in the ACT Legislative Assembly 

___________________________________________ 

Shane Rattenbury MLA 
Minister for Corrections and Justice Health 

Date:       /       /        
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Reporting period: 8 - 30 April 2020 

Portfolio: Corrections and Justice Health 

Legislation: Crimes (Sentence Administration) Act 2005 

Amendments: 

[1.25] New section 182 (2A) and (2B) 

insert 

 (2A) Despite subsection (2), the chair may, during a COVID-19 emergency, assign 1 
judicial member to a division if it is not reasonably practicable to assign more than 
1 member.  

 (2B) A division constituted by 1 judicial officer may— 

 (a) exercise a supervisory function of the board in relation to— 

 (i) intensive correction orders (other than cancellation of an intensive 
correction order under section 64 (2) (c)); or 

 (ii) parole (other than cancellation of parole under section 148 (2) (e)); and 

 (b) in exercising a function mentioned in paragraph (a)— 

 (i) conduct an inquiry; or 

 (ii) if satisfied the offender understands the matter is being dealt with by 
1 judicial officer—hold a hearing. 

[1.26] New section 185 (1A) 

insert 

 (1A) However, during a COVID-19 emergency, business may be carried out at a meeting 
of the board by 1 judicial member— 

 (a) if it is not reasonably practicable for 3 members to be present; or 

 (b) in exercising a supervisory function as a division of the board constituted 
under section 182 (2A). 

Note A meeting may be held other than in person (see s 187). 

Measure: Sentence Administration Board - amend s182 and s185 to permit single judicial 
officer to exercise a supervisory function (except cancellation of ICO or parole). 

Purpose of measure: 

• To ensure the business continuity of the Sentence Administration Board during the 
COVID-emergency, where the usual three members that usually make up the 
Board are not able to convene.  



Alignment of measure  

• ACT only initiative 

 

Promotional and public awareness campaigns undertaken 

• NIL 

 

Stakeholder engagement undertaken 

• ACT Corrective Services is aware of this emergency option. 

• The measure is a publicly available legislative amendment and can be found on 
the relevant government websites. It is accessible there by 
legal practitioners, advocates and persons subject to Orders. 

 

Cost of the measure 

NIL 
 

2020-21  2021-22  2022-23  2023-24 
 

$'000  $'000  $'000   $'000  

Net Operating Impact  -  -  -      -  
 

 

Where measurable, provide details on the monthly and culmulative impact 

• This measure has not as yet been used by the Board  

 
Approved for tabling in the ACT Legislative Assembly 

___________________________________________ 

Shane Rattenbury MLA 
Minister for Corrections and Justice Health  

Date:       /       /        
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Reporting period: 8 - 30 April 2020 

Portfolio: Treasurer 

Legislation: Financial Management Act 1996 

Amendment: 

[1.33] Section 18 (2) 

substitute 

 (2) The amount appropriated for Treasurer’s advances must not exceed— 

 (a) for the 2019-20 or 2020-21 financial years—5% of the total amount 
appropriated by all Appropriation Acts for the year; or 

 (b) for any other financial year—1% of the total amount appropriated by all 
Appropriation Acts for the year. 

Measure: Changes to the amount (from 1% to 5% of total appropriation) of available 

Treasurer’s Advance - s18. 

Purpose of measure: To facilitate greater flexibility in addressing COVID-19 related 

funding needs and operational impacts. 

Alignment of measure: ACT only initiative – but similar changes have been made by 

other States and the Commonwealth. 

Promotional and public awareness campaigns undertaken: N/A 

Stakeholder engagement undertaken: N/A 

Cost of the measure: The amendment facilitated additional appropriation being 

provided through Appropriation Bill 2019-20 No. 2 for the purpose of Treasurer’s Advance, 

but does not itself increase costs. 
 

2019-20  2021-22  2022-23  2023-24  

$'000  $'000  $'000   $'000  

Net Operating Impact  n/a n/a n/a      n/a 
 

 

  



Where measurable, provide details on the monthly and culmulative impact: 
No Treasurer’s Advance instruments have occurred during this reporting period.  

 

Approved for tabling in the ACT Legislative Assembly 

 

___________________________________________ 

Andrew Barr MLA 

Treasurer 

Date:       /       /        

 

 

Andrew
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Reporting period: 8 - 30 April 2020 

Portfolio: Police & Emergency Services 

Legislation: Firearms Act 1996 

Amendment: 

[1.34] New part 26 

insert 

Part 26 COVID-19 emergency response 

417 Declaration—COVID-19 emergency response 

 (1) The Minister may make a declaration in relation to the following matters for the 
purpose of responding to the public health emergency caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic:   

 (a) preventing the registrar from issuing a licence under this Act; 

 (b) preventing the registrar from issuing a permit to acquire a firearm under this 
Act; 

 (c) prohibiting or limiting the sale of firearms, firearms parts or ammunition. 

Note Power to make a statutory instrument includes power to make different provision in 
relation to different matters or different classes of matters, and to make an instrument 
that applies differently by reference to stated exceptions or factors (see Legislation Act, 
s 48). 

 (2) A declaration is a disallowable instrument. 

Note A disallowable instrument must be notified, and presented to the Legislative Assembly, 
under the Legislation Act. 

 (3) A declaration expires on— 

 (a) the day the Public Health (Emergency) Declaration 2020 (No 1) (NI2020-153), 
as extended or further extended, ends (the declaration end date); or 

 (b) if the Minister considers that the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic justifies a 
later day, being a day not later than 3 months after the declaration end 
date—a later day notified by the Minister before the declaration end date. 

 (4) A notification under subsection (3) (b) is a notifiable instrument. 

Note A notifiable instrument must be notified under the Legislation Act. 

418 Expiry—pt 26 

This part expires on the day the Public Health (Emergency) Declaration 2020 (No 
1) (NI2020-153), as extended or further extended, ends. 



Measure: Amend the Firearms Act to create a declaration-making power which will allow 

the Minister to make a declaration prohibiting or limiting the sale of firearms, firearms parts 
and ammunition, and to cease the issue of new firearms licences and permits to acquire a 
firearm with certain exceptions for essential activities. 

Purpose of measure: Due to the COVID-19 public health emergency it has become 

necessary to ensure the Minister has the right mechanism available, should the need arise, 

to restrict or limit the supply of firearms, firearms parts and ammunition, or the issue of 

licences, due to potential shortages or public safety concerns should either circumstance 

arise.  

The amendments allow the Minister to control the acquisition of firearms and ammunition, 
should there be a need to do so. 

Alignment of measure  

• ACT only initiative 

 

Promotional and public awareness campaigns undertaken 

• N/A 

 

Stakeholder engagement undertaken 

• The ACT Firearms Registry and the Firearms Advisory Committee were consulted. 

• The Firearms Advisory Committee has provided advice on the considerations the 
Minister should have regard to as part of making a declaration under the Firearms 
Act 1996, Part 26.  

 

Cost of the measure 

• N/A 

Where measurable, provide details on the monthly and culmulative impact 

• No declaration was made during the reporting period. 

 

 

 

 

Attached relevant documents including legislative instruments, public facing docuents and 
stakeholder submissions? 
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Approved for tabling in the ACT Legislative Assembly 

 

___________________________________________ 

Mick Gentleman MLA 

Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

Date:       /       /        
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Reporting period: 8 - 30 April 2020 

Portfolio: Employment and Workplace Safety 

Legislation: Long Service Leave Act 1976 

Amendment:  

[1.47] Section 6 (3) 

substitute 

 (3) Subsection (2) does not apply if— 

 (a) the leave is— 

 (i) taken during— 

 (A) a state of emergency declared under the Emergencies Act 2004, 
section 156; or 

 (B) a public health emergency declared under the Public Health 
Act 1997, section 119 (including any extension or further 
extension); and 

 (ii) agreed between the employer and employee; or 

 (b) the employee agrees otherwise. 

Measure: Temporary amendments have been made to the Long Service Leave Act 1976 to 

remove the notice requirements for long service leave taken during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Purpose of measure: 

• The purpose of this measure is to ensure that employers are not penalised with an 
offence where leave is agreed between the employer and employee for leave to be 
taken during the COVID-19 emergency. 

• This gives flexibility to employers and employees who have been impacted by 
COVID-19 to chose to take leave during the COVID-19 emergency which may not 
allow for a full 60 day notice period prior to the proposed leave. 

 

Alignment of measure  

• ACT only initiative 

 

  



Promotional and public awareness campaigns undertaken 

• Given the nature of these amendments there has not been any awareness 
campaigns. 

 

Stakeholder engagement undertaken 

• The measure has been developed in response to issues raised by stakeholders and in 
light of similar amendments having been made to the notice requirements in NSW. 

 

Cost of the measure 
 

2020-21  2021-22  2022-23  2023-24 
 

$'000  $'000  $'000   $'000  

Net Operating Impact  Nil Nil  Nil      Nil  
 

 

Where measurable, provide details on the monthly and culmulative impact 

• Long service leave is managed under the Long Service Leave Act 1976 by employers 
in relation to their employees. 

• Given the nature of the measure to disapply an offence in certain circumstances it is 
not possible to measure the impact of the amendment as this data is not captured. 

Attached relevant documents including legislative instruments, public facing docuents and  
 

 

Approved for tabling in the ACT Legislative Assembly 

 

___________________________________________ 

Suzanne Orr MLA 

Minister for Employment and Workplace Safety 

Date:       /       /        
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Reporting period: 8 - 30 April 2020 

Portfolio: Employment and Workplace Safety 

Legislation: Long Service Leave (Portable Schemes) Act 2009 

Amendments:  

[1.48] Schedule 1, new section 1.6 (3) and (4) 

insert 

 (3) A registered worker for the building and construction industry is entitled to the 
number of days of workers long service leave worked out in accordance with the 
criteria determined by the Minister if— 

 (a) a state of emergency, declared under the Emergencies Act 2004, section 156, 
exists; or 

 (b) an emergency declaration made under the Public Health Act 1997, section 
119 (including any extension or further extension) is in force. 

 (4) A determination under subsection (3) is a disallowable instrument. 

Note A disallowable instrument must be notified, and presented to the Legislative Assembly, 
under the Legislation Act. 

[1.49] Schedule 1, new section 1.8 (1A) and (1B) 

insert 

 (1A) However, subsection (1) (b) and (c) does not apply to a registered worker if— 

 (a) the worker has permanently left the building and construction industry; and 

 (b) the worker has not been credited with service in the workers register for any 
of the days after the worker permanently left the building and construction 
industry; and 

 (c) either— 

 (i) a state of emergency, declared under the Emergencies Act 2004, 
section 156, exists; or 

 (ii) an emergency declaration made under the Public Health Act 1997, 
section 119 (including any extension or further extension) is in force. 

 (1B) Also, this section applies to a registered worker for the building and construction 
industry if the worker— 

 (a) has left the industry during— 

 (i) a state of emergency declared under the Emergencies Act 2004, section 
156; or 

 (ii) a public health emergency declared under the Public Health Act 1997, 
section 119 (including any extension or further extension); and 

 (b) satisfies the criteria determined by the Minister. 

[1.50] Schedule 1, section 1.8 (3) 

substitute 

 (3) If the governing board is satisfied that this section applies to the worker, the 
worker is entitled to payment instead of long service leave for— 



 (a) if subsection (1) or (2) applies to the worker—the amount of long service 
leave credited to the worker in the workers register; or 

 (b) if subsection (1B) applies to the worker—the amount of long service leave 
determined by the Minister. 

 (3A) A determination under this section is a disallowable instrument. 

Note A disallowable instrument must be notified, and presented to the Legislative Assembly, 
under the Legislation Act. 

[1.51] Schedule 2, new section 2.6 (3) and (4) 

insert 

 (3) A registered worker for the contract cleaning industry is entitled to the number of 
days of workers long service leave worked out in accordance with the criteria 
determined by the Minister if— 

 (a) a state of emergency, declared under the Emergencies Act 2004, section 156, 
exists; or 

 (b) an emergency declaration made under the Public Health Act 1997, section 
119 (including any extension or further extension) is in force. 

 (4) A determination under subsection (3) is a disallowable instrument. 

Note A disallowable instrument must be notified, and presented to the Legislative Assembly, 
under the Legislation Act. 

[1.52] Schedule 2, new section 2.8 (1A) and (1B) 

insert 

 (1A) However, subsection (1) (b) and (c) does not apply to a registered worker if— 

 (a) the worker has permanently left the contract cleaning industry; and 

 (b) the worker has not been credited with service in the workers register for any 
of the days after the worker permanently left the contract cleaning industry; 
and 

 (c) either— 

 (i) a state of emergency, declared under the Emergencies Act 2004, 
section 156, exists; or 

 (ii) an emergency declaration made under the Public Health Act 1997, 
section 119 (including any extension or further extension) is in force. 

 (1B) Also, this section applies to a registered worker for the contract cleaning industry 
if the worker— 

 (a) has left the industry during— 

 (i) a state of emergency declared under the Emergencies Act 2004, section 
156; or 

 (ii) a public health emergency declared under the Public Health Act 1997, 
section 119 (including any extension or further extension); and 

 (b) satisfies the criteria determined by the Minister. 

[1.53] Schedule 2, section 2.8 (3) 

substitute 

 (3) If the governing board is satisfied that this section applies to the worker, the 
worker is entitled to payment instead of long service leave for— 
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 (a) if subsection (1) or (2) applies to the worker—the number of weeks long 
service leave worked out in accordance with the long service leave formula; 
or 

 (b) if subsection (1B) applies to the worker—the amount of long service leave 
determined by the Minister. 

 (3A) A determination under this section is a disallowable instrument. 

Note A disallowable instrument must be notified, and presented to the Legislative Assembly, 
under the Legislation Act. 

[1.54] Schedule 3, new section 3.7 (3) and (4) 

insert 

 (3) A registered worker for the community sector industry is entitled to the number 
of days of workers long service leave worked out in accordance with the criteria 
determined by the Minister if— 

 (a) a state of emergency, declared under the Emergencies Act 2004, section 156, 
exists; or 

 (b) an emergency declaration made under the Public Health Act 1997, section 
119 (including any extension or further extension) is in force. 

 (4) A determination under subsection (3) is a disallowable instrument. 

Note A disallowable instrument must be notified, and presented to the Legislative Assembly, 
under the Legislation Act. 

[1.55] Schedule 3, new section 3.9 (1A) 

insert 

 (1A) Also, this section applies to a registered worker for the community sector industry 
if the worker— 

 (a) has left the industry during— 

 (i) a state of emergency declared under the Emergencies Act 2004, section 
156; or 

 (ii) a public health emergency declared under the Public Health Act 1997, 
section 119 (including any extension or further extension); and 

 (b) satisfies the criteria determined by the Minister. 

[1.56] Schedule 3, section 3.9 (2) 

substitute 

 (2) If the governing board is satisfied that this section applies to the worker, the 
worker is entitled to payment instead of long service leave for— 

 (a) if subsection (1) applies to the worker—the number of weeks long service 
leave worked out in accordance with the long service leave formula; or 

 (b) if subsection (1A) applies to the worker—the amount of long service leave 
determined by the Minister. 

 (2A) A determination under this section is a disallowable instrument. 

Note A disallowable instrument must be notified, and presented to the Legislative Assembly, 
under the Legislation Act. 



[1.57] Schedule 4, new section 4.7 (3) and (4) 

insert 

 (3) A registered worker for the security industry is entitled to the number of days of 
workers long service leave worked out in accordance with the criteria determined 
by the Minister if— 

 (a) a state of emergency, declared under the Emergencies Act 2004, section 156, 
exists; or 

 (b) an emergency declaration made under the Public Health Act 1997, section 
119 (including any extension or further extension) is in force. 

 (4) A determination under subsection (3) is a disallowable instrument. 

Note A disallowable instrument must be notified, and presented to the Legislative Assembly, 
under the Legislation Act. 

[1.58] Schedule 4, new section 4.9 (1A) 

insert 

 (1A) Also, this section applies to a registered worker for the security industry if the 
worker— 

 (a) has left the industry during— 

 (i) a state of emergency declared under the Emergencies Act 2004, section 
156; or 

 (ii) a public health emergency declared under the Public Health Act 1997, 
section 119 (including any extension or further extension); and 

 (b) satisfies the criteria determined by the Minister. 

[1.59] Schedule 4, section 4.9 (2) 

substitute 

 (2) If the governing board is satisfied that this section applies to the worker, the 
worker is entitled to payment instead of long service leave for— 

 (a) if subsection (1) applies to the worker—the amount of long service leave 
worked out in accordance with the long service leave formula; or 

 (b) if subsection (1A) applies to the worker—the amount of long service leave 
determined by the Minister. 

 (2A) A determination under this section is a disallowable instrument. 

Note A disallowable instrument must be notified, and presented to the Legislative Assembly, 
under the Legislation Act. 

Measure: The current provisions for access to portable long service leave entitlements 

require a recognised period of service (eligibility period) before these entitlements can be 
accessed. It does not allow workers to access these entitlements early in cases of hardship 
such as is currently being experienced as a result of the impacts of COVID-19. 

Temporary amendments have been made to the Long Service Leave (Portable Schemes) Act 
2009 that will allow eligible workers early access to long service leave entitlements during 
the COVID-19 outbreak. Eligibility for early access and the amount of long service leave that 
may be accessed are to be determined by the Minister for Employment and Workplace 
Safety by disallowable instrument. 
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Purpose of measure: 

• The purpose of this measure is to enable eligible workers whose employment has 
been negatively impacted because of the COVID-19 emergency to access long service 
leave. 

• The amendments will support workers who have suffered hardship because of the 
COVID-19 emergency and cannot work and earn as a result 

• While the details of eligibility are subject to finalisation under a disallowable 
instrument in consultation with stakeholders and the ACT Long Service Leave 
Authority, the amendments will allow: 

o eligible workers to access leave earlier than is currently allowed under the 
portable schemes legislation; 

o workers who have exited the industry permanently to apply for a payment 
instead of leave without having to wait for 20 weeks to pass; 

o workers who have exited the industry during the COVID-19 emergency 
before they become entitled to portable long service leave, to potentially  
access a payment instead of leave for their recognised service. 

 

Alignment of measure 

• ACT only initiative 

 

Promotional and public awareness campaigns undertaken 

• Media and awareness raising will occur on notification of the disallowable 
instrument determining the eligibility criteria for workers to access their portable 
long service leave entitlements early during the COVID-19 emergency. 

 

Stakeholder engagement undertaken 

• Consultation was undertaken with employee and employer stakeholders. 

• Consultation was also undertaken with the ACT Long Service Leave Authority. 

 

Cost of the measure 
 

2020-21  2021-22  2022-23  2023-24 
 

$'000  $'000  $'000   $'000  

Net Operating Impact  N/A  N/A  N/A      N/A  
 



 

• The financial impact of the measure is dependent on the model for eligibility to 
access portable long service leave entitlements early. 

• As these amendments were omitted and replaced in the COVID-19 Emergency 
Response Legislation Amendment Act 2020 to make technical changes that aligned 
the measures with a: 

o consistent definition of the COVID-19 emergency; and 

o applied an expiry on the provisions consistent with the expiry of legislative 
amendments made in response to the COVID-19 emergency. 

• Given this, the financial impact will be set out in the monthly report on these 
measures for May 2020. 

 

Where measurable, provide details on the monthly and culmulative impact 

• As indicated above, these amendments were omitted and replaced in the COVID-19 
Emergency Response Legislation Amendment Act 2020 to make technical changes 
that aligned the measures with a: 

o consistent definition of the COVID-19 emergency; and 

o applied an expiry on the provisions consistent with the expiry of legislative 
amendments made in response to the COVID-19 emergency. 

• Given this, the monthly impact will be provided in the monthly report for May 2020. 

Att 
ached relevant documencluding legislative instruments, public facing docuents and stakeholder 
submissions? (yes/no) 

Approved for tabling in the ACT Legislative Assembly 

 

___________________________________________ 

Suzanne Orr MLA 

Minister for Employment and Workplace Safety 

Date:       /       /        

 

 



ACT
Government COVID-lg EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACT 2O2O

MONTHLY REPORT ON MEASURES

Reporting period: 8 - 30 April 2O2O

Portfolio: Health

Regulation: Medicines, Poisons and Therapeutic Goods Regulation 2008

Amendment:

insert

5 hyd roxych loroq uine

6 designated
prescri ber

hydroxychloroquine (a) for treatment
initiated before
commencement of
the Poisons Stondord

Amendment
(Hydroxychloroquine

ond Solbutamol)
lnstrument 2020
(Cwlth)

(F2020100291); or

(b) for continuation of
treatment initiated by

a specialist under

item 5

specialist practising
in specialist area of
dermatology,
intensive care
medicine,
paediatrics and
child health,
physician,

emergency
medicine

for initial treatment

Measure: lnsertion of hydroxychloroquine to Part 3.2 Medicines, Poisons and Therapeutic

Goods Regulation 2008 (MPTG Regulation).

o This is in order to best implement a Commonwealth scheduling change in the

Poisons Standard made 24 March 2O2Oto list hydroxychloroquine as an Appendix D

substance. This update was made in response to the COVID-L9 emergency to limit
prescribing of hydroxychloroquine (Plaquenil@) to certain specialists, due to reported

off label and self-prescribing by practitioners for prevention and treatment of

covlD-19.

[1.60]



o The ACT automatically adopts the Appendix D listing in the MPTG Regulation,
however prescribers currently need to apply individually for ACT Appendix D
approval before prescribing. The insertion of hydroxychloroquine in Part 3.2 MPTG

Regulation provides a standing approval for certain prescribers (as listed in the
Poisons Standard) to prescribe hydroxychloroquine in the ACT.

Purpose of measure:

o As above.

Alignment of measure

o Aligns with the Therapeutic Goods Administration's (TGA) intent.

o Other jurisdictions, including NSW and Victoria, have made regulatory orders or
changes to align with the Commonwealth scheduling policy decision and intent.

Promotional and public awareness campaigns undertaken

o lnformation about the ACT's automatic adoption of the TGA's scheduling decision for
hydroxychloroquine is on the ACT's COVID-19 website.

o The ACT's amendment regulation brought about by the COVID-19 Emergency
Response Act 2020 has not been actively promoted due to its highly technical nature.

Stakeholder engagement undertaken

o Stakeholder engagement was undertaken by the TGA prior to its scheduling decision
for hyd roxych loroq u i ne.

Cost of the measure

2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

$'000 $'000 $'000 $'000

trlet Operating lmpact 0 0 0 0

Where measurable, provide details on the monthly and cumulative impact

o The TGA decision to list hydroxychloroquine as an Appendix D substance imposes
restrictions on its prescribing to minimise the incidence of off-label prescribing for
COVID-19 indications in the absence of clinical evidence and ensure sufficient stocks
for patients that require hydroxychloroquine for other medical conditions for which
the medicine is licensed for use.

o The changes brought about by the Bill assist the ACT's implementation of the TGA
decision by avoiding the need for practitioners to submit applications for ACT
Appendix D approval to prescribe hydroxychloroquine for legitimate medical
conditions.
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Approved for tabling in the ACT Legislative Assembly

Rachel Stephen-Smith MLA

Minister for Health

Date: bl r 1z-'o
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Reporting period: 8 - 30 April 2020 

Portfolio: Justice, Consumer Affairs & Road Safety 

Legislation: Official Visitors Act 2012 

Amendment:  

[1.61] New section 23DA (3A) and (3B) 

after the note, insert 

 (3A) The first annual report for the board must be given to the Minister within 
3 months after the end of the financial year ending on 30 June 2021. 

 (3B) This subsection and subsection (3A) expire 6 months after the day this subsection 
commences. 

Note Transitional provisions are kept in the Act for a limited time.  A transitional provision is 
repealed on its expiry but continues to have effect after its repeal (see Legislation Act, s 
88). 

Measure: Provides that the Official Visitor Board will be required to prepare annual 
reports for the Official Visitor scheme from the 2020/21 financial year rather than the 
2019/20 financial year. 

Purpose of measure: 

• Changes to the Official Visitor Act meant that the Official Visitor Board was given a 
range of new functions. These new Board functions came into effect on 2 April 2020.  

• As part of its new functions, the Official Visitor Board will take on the role of 
preparing an annual report for the Official Visitor Scheme. 

• Rather than have this annual reporting function commence for the 2019/20 financial 
year during the COVID emergency, this requirement was amended to provide that it 
will commence in relation to the 2020/21 financial year which will be the first full 
year that the Board has expanded functions.  

• For the 2019/20 financial year, annual reports will be prepared by official visitors and 
included in the annual reports of operational directorates as per previous practice. 

Alignment of measure  

ACT only initiative. 

Promotional and public awareness campaigns undertaken 

Not applicable. 

 

 



 

Stakeholder engagement undertaken 

This measure has been discussed with the Official Visitor Board and Working Group. 

Cost of the measure 

This measure will not have cost implications. 

Where measurable, provide details on the monthly and culmulative impact 

This is a one-off measure that will defer the commencement of the obligation of the Official 
Visitors Board to prepare annual reports for the Official Visitor scheme until after the 
2020/21 financial year. 

For the 2019/20 financial year, reports will be prepared by official visitors and included in 
the annual reports of operational directorates as per previous practice. 

 

Attached relevant documents including legislative instruments, public facing docuents and 
stakeholder submissions? (yes/no) 
 

 

 

Approved for tabling in the ACT Legislative Assembly 

 

___________________________________________ 

Shane Rattenbury MLA 
Minister for Justice, Consumer Affairs and Road Safety 

Date:       /       /        
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Reporting period: 8 - 30 April 2020 

Portfolio: Police & Emergency Services 

Legislation: Prohibited Weapons Act 1996 

Amendment: 

[1.63] New part 6 

insert 

Part 6 COVID-19 emergency response 

55 Declaration—COVID-19 emergency response 

 (1) The Minister may, for the purpose of responding to the public health emergency 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, make a declaration prohibiting the registrar 
from issuing a permit under this Act.   

Note Power to make a statutory instrument includes power to make different provision in 
relation to different matters or different classes of matters, and to make an instrument 
that applies differently by reference to stated exceptions or factors (see Legislation Act, 
s 48). 

 (2) A declaration is a disallowable instrument. 

Note A disallowable instrument must be notified, and presented to the Legislative Assembly, 
under the Legislation Act. 

 (3) A declaration expires on— 

 (a) the day the Public Health (Emergency) Declaration 2020 (No 1) (NI2020-153), 
as extended or further extended, ends (the declaration end date); or 

 (b) if the Minister considers that the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic justifies a 
later day, being a day not later than 3 months after the declaration end 
date—a later day notified by the Minister before the declaration end date. 

 (4) A notification under subsection (3) (b) is a notifiable instrument. 

Note A notifiable instrument must be notified under the Legislation Act. 

56 Expiry—pt 6 

This part expires on the day the Public Health (Emergency) Declaration 2020 (No 
1) (NI2020-153), as extended or further extended, ends. 

Measure: The Minister may, for the purpose of responding to the public health emergency 

caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, make a declaration prohibiting the registrar from 
issusing a permit under this Act. 



Purpose of measure: Due to the COVID-19 public health emergency it has become 

necessary to ensure the Minister has the right mechanism available, should the need arise, 

to restrict or limit the issue of permits under this Act due to public safety concerns. 

Alignment of measure  

• ACT only initiative 

 

Promotional and public awareness campaigns undertaken 

• N/A 

 

Stakeholder engagement undertaken 

• The Firearms Registry and the Firearms Advisory Committee were consulted. 

 

Cost of the measure 

• N/A 

Where measurable, provide details on the monthly and culmulative impact 

• No declaration was made during the reporting period. 

Attached relevant documents including legislative instruments, public facing docuents and 
stakeholder submissions? 

Approved for tabling in the ACT Legislative Assembly 

 

___________________________________________ 

Mick Gentleman MLA 

Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

Date:       /       /        
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Reporting period: 8 - 30 April 2020 

Portfolio: Community Services and Facilities 

Legislation: Working with Vulnerable People (Background Checking) Act 2011 

Amendment: 

[1.69] New division 6.6 

insert 

Division 6.6 COVID-19 emergency response 

60A Meaning of COVID-19 emergency period—div 6.6 

In this division: 

COVID-19 emergency period means the period during which the Public Health 
(Emergency) Declaration 2020 (No 1) (NI2020-153), as extended or further 
extended, is in force. 

60B Extending registration—COVID-19 emergency period 

 (1) This section applies if a person’s registration will, or is likely to, expire during— 

 (a) the COVID-19 emergency period; or 

 (b) the 6 months following the COVID-19 emergency period. 

 (2) The registration is extended until 6 months after the day the COVID-19 emergency 
period ends. 

60C Renewing expired registration—COVID-19 emergency period 

 (1) The commissioner may, during the COVID-19 emergency period, renew a person’s 
expired registration if— 

 (a) the registration expired during the 12 months before the COVID-19 
emergency period; and 

 (b) the commissioner considers the renewal is appropriate because of the public 
health emergency caused by the COVID-19 emergency. 

 (2) The renewal ends 6 months after the day the COVID-19 emergency period ends. 

 (3) If the commissioner renews a person’s registration, the commissioner must tell 
the person, in writing— 

 (a) that the person has been registered; and 

 (b) the person’s unique identifying number; and 

 (c) the day the registration ends; and 



 (d) anything else prescribed by regulation. 

60D Expiry—div 6.6 

This division expires 6 months after the day the COVID-19 emergency period ends. 

Measure: Amendments to ensure that registrations held by critical workers, including 
health workers, social workers, teachers and NDIS workers can remain in force during a 
public health emergency and for a period of up to 6 months after the cessation of the 
emergency. 

Purpose of measure  

• To extend registrations set to expire on or after 16 March 2020, such that renewal is 
not required during the period of the current Public Health Emergency and 6 months 
after the cessation of the emergency.   

Alignment of measure  

• ACT only initiative 

Promotional and public awareness campaigns undertaken 

• Information about amended renewal arrangements has been placed on Access 
Canberra’s website. 

• https://www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au/app/answers/detail/a_id/1804/kw/working
%20with%20vulnerable%20people#!tabs-2b 

Stakeholder engagement undertaken 

• Approximately 11,460 WWVP registration holders entitled to the automatic 
extension of their expiry dates have been sent an email confirming that their 
registrations have been extended.  

• Additional WWVP registration holders with an expiry date on or after 16 March 2020 
will continue to be contacted until the emergency period is ended. 

Cost of the measure 

• There have been some modifications to the business system which relates to this 
measure. Costs associated with these modifications have not yet been quantified. 

 
 

2020-21  2021-22  2022-23  2023-24 
 

$'000  $'000  $'000   $'000  

Net Operating Impact  -  -  -      -  
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Where measurable, provide details on the monthly and cumulative impact 

• 11,460 registrations with an expiry date on or after 16 March 2020 have currently 
been automatically extended under the new 60B provision in the WWVP Act.  

• Existing records indicate that there will be between 2500 to 3000 additional 
registrations affected by the 60B provision per month until the COVID-19 emergency 
is declared as having ended. 

stakeholder submissions? (y 
Approved for tabling in the ACT Legislative Assembly 

 

___________________________________________ 

Suzanne Orr MLA 
Minister for Community Services and Facilities 

Date:       /       /        
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Reporting period: 8 - 30 April 2020 

Portfolio: Community Services and Facilities 

Legislation: Working with Vulnerable People (Background Checking) Act 2011 

Amendment: 

[1.69] New division 6.6 

insert 

Division 6.6 COVID-19 emergency response 

60A Meaning of COVID-19 emergency period—div 6.6 

In this division: 

COVID-19 emergency period means the period during which the Public Health 
(Emergency) Declaration 2020 (No 1) (NI2020-153), as extended or further 
extended, is in force. 

60B Extending registration—COVID-19 emergency period 

 (1) This section applies if a person’s registration will, or is likely to, expire during— 

 (a) the COVID-19 emergency period; or 

 (b) the 6 months following the COVID-19 emergency period. 

 (2) The registration is extended until 6 months after the day the COVID-19 emergency 
period ends. 

60C Renewing expired registration—COVID-19 emergency period 

 (1) The commissioner may, during the COVID-19 emergency period, renew a person’s 
expired registration if— 

 (a) the registration expired during the 12 months before the COVID-19 
emergency period; and 

 (b) the commissioner considers the renewal is appropriate because of the public 
health emergency caused by the COVID-19 emergency. 

 (2) The renewal ends 6 months after the day the COVID-19 emergency period ends. 

 (3) If the commissioner renews a person’s registration, the commissioner must tell 
the person, in writing— 

 (a) that the person has been registered; and 

 (b) the person’s unique identifying number; and 

 (c) the day the registration ends; and 



 (d) anything else prescribed by regulation. 

60D Expiry—div 6.6 

This division expires 6 months after the day the COVID-19 emergency period ends. 

Measure: Amendments to provide the Commissioner discretion to re-enliven expired 
WWVP registrations if the registration expired in the previous 12 months. This is to remove 
barriers to respond to the urgent need for health professionals whose registration has 
recently expired to re-engage with critical frontline work to support the COVID-19 response. 

Purpose of measure 

• To ensure that WWVP registration renewals are not a barrier to re-engaging front 
line health workers who are critical to supporting the response to COVID-19.   

Alignment of measure  

• ACT only initiative 

Promotional and public awareness campaigns undertaken 

• Information about amended renewal arrangements has been placed on Access 
Canberra’s website. 

• https://www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au/app/answers/detail/a_id/1804/kw/working
%20with%20vulnerable%20people#!tabs-4 

Stakeholder engagement undertaken 

• Over 1500 WWVP stakeholders were contacted by email advising of the changes to 
the WWVP Act. 

Cost of the measure 

• Nil costs associated with this measure have been identified at this time.  

 
 

2020-21  2021-22  2022-23  2023-24 
 

$'000  $'000  $'000   $'000  

Net Operating Impact  -  -  -      -  
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Where measurable, provide details on the monthly and cumulative impact 

• As of 15 May 2020, there have been 2 expired WWVP registrations renewed under 
this measure. 

 

Approved for tabling in the ACT Legislative Assembly 

 

___________________________________________ 

Suzanne Orr MLA 
Minister for Community Services and Facilities 

Date:       /       /        
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