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Executive Summary 
Both the Canberra Hospital (“the hospital”) and Garran Primary School (“the school”) are essential 
elements of Government infrastructure that have co-existed for over 50 years.  
 
The basis of this submission by the Board of the school is that all future development within the 
hospital – including the currently proposed SPIRE project – should be undertaken with due 
consideration of the impact on the overall ‘precinct’. This would include considering both existing 
impacts on the school due to the proximity of the hospital, as well as making sure that future 
impacts are kept to a minimum – both during and after construction.   
 
We fully support the development of the SPIRE project and the enhanced services it will provide. 
This must not, however, adversely impact on the school, its ability to provide world-class education, 
and the safety and amenity of students, families, staff and visitors.  
 
Our particular concerns are in the areas of safety, traffic, parking, security and the continuous need 
for the school to also expand and develop. 
 
Background 
Garran Primary School was established in 1967, two years before construction began on what was 
then the Woden Valley Hospital. Consequently, as two significant pieces of Government 
infrastructure in the development of this region, the school and the hospital have grown together. 
 
Just as the hospital has developed to be the centre of health excellence in the ACT, so too has 
Garran Primary School grown to be one of the highest achieving and most sought-after primary 
schools in the ACT. 
 
As the hospital has grown, larger numbers of health workers living in this local area have always had 
an impact on demands for places at the school. In this way, Garran Primary School continues to 
provide direct support to the personnel of the hospital. 
 
It should be considered that the development of SPIRE and other projects within the hospital will 
continue this trend. 
 
Main concerns 
Growth within the Woden Valley area generally, and around the hospital campus specifically, has 
created a situation where we already have concerns relating to safety, security and the amenity of 
the school. 
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More specifically: 
- Traffic: The limited capacity of Gilmore Crescent, particularly at peak times of school drop-

off and pick-up, is already a cause for concern by the school. There is insufficient space 
within the school grounds, in the current configuration, to significantly mitigate this 
congestion. The school board already holds very serious concerns for the safety of students, 
families and staff travelling to and from the school, particularly during these times. 

 
The proposed configuration of the SPIRE project, particularly with the proposal to direct 
private transport to the Emergency Department via Gilmore Crescent, has the potential to 
exacerbate this situation. Not only will it increase the volume of traffic around the school 
entrance and drop-off points, but we are concerned that by its nature – people under stress 
driving during an emergency situation – this traffic will be even less predictable and safe 
than that already being encountered. 
 

- Parking: Currently, Garran Primary School provides off-street parking for staff and a very 
limited number of visitors. This is supplemented by an equally limited number of on-street 
parking spaces. School visitors have always had to compete for these spaces with hospital 
visitors. As the hospital grows, so too will this problem. 

 
We understand that the problem of hospital staff and visitor parking reaches further than 
the local area, having impacts on local streets and the free parking at the Garran Shops. 
 

- Amenity: The provision of a quiet, quality learning atmosphere is essential for the education 
of students at the school. Consequently, we also have concerns relating to potential noise 
impacts from the hospital development – including, but not limited to, construction 
activities, traffic flows and helicopter movements.  

 
- Future expansion of demand in the school: Future expansion of the hospital campus will 

bring more families to the area, and increase demand for places at the school. Garran 
Primary School is already beyond capacity, even though the school’s Priority Enrollment 
Area is restricted to the Garran suburb alone and enrollments are not accepted from outside 
that area.  
 
The school currently has need of additional classrooms, specialist teaching areas (music, 
science, for example) and playground/sporting facilities (currently in a poor state of repair 
due to on-going drought and other impacts). 

 
Desired outcomes 
It is the desire of the school board that a precinct-wide approach be taken during the planning, 
construction and operation of the SPIRE project, such that the interests of the local area – 
particularly the school – are taken into account at all times. 
 
We would like to see this approach explicitly stated within the project briefing guidelines.  
 
This would include provision for  funding to address the issues raised above, as well as solutions to 
the school’s other concerns both existing and arising from the SPIRE development. 
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Furthermore, we would like to be in a position to continue a direct dialogue between the school 
board (with the support of the Education Directorate), the Department of Health and the project 
team within Infrastructure ACT to look for innovative solutions to the problems discussed here and 
to make sure that the best interests of the school are considered at all stages of the project.  
 
Summary 
We believe that the opportunity exists now to create a cohesive government precinct, with state-of-
the-art health and education facilities co-existing for the benefit of all stakeholders. 
 
We welcome the opportunity to take a part in attaining this visionary goal. 
 
Garran Primary School Board 
5 February 2020 
 
Enquiries regarding this submission may be directed to board representative: 

 

 
 

 
Or to the Garran Primary School Board, via the school office 
(02) 6142 0840 
info@garranps.act.edu.au 
Gilmore Crescent, Garran ACT 2605 
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